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TO THE RIGH T 
EXCELLENT AND MOST 
' GRATIOVSE PRINCESSE, ELI- 

ZABETH BY THE GRACE OF - 

God Quene of England,Fraunce, 
and Ireland , Defendour 
of the Faith. 
(?e?) 

*>1 x THE mindof man(moſt Frogpals 


” 
VS; 
AY [ 
$ / 
4 


| Souucrain ) in reſpect of vyhich vve 

are made after the image of the hig- 
heſt, excelled notin ag degrees, 

the lumpe of morrall leſhe, by mea» x 

nes. vvhereof it vtrereth his naturall funRions, iff 
the qualitecs of the one ſurmounted not infinitly 
the conditions of the other, neither ſhould icſeme 
yvorthe the yvhile to ſet penne to paper fordefen- 
ſe of true religion, in theſe perilous times of ſchi(- 
me and herely, neither vvould itbe ſitting forone 
of my calling to commend ſuch labours to the ves 
vve of your Maieſty, For, asin the vvriting I haue 
good cauſe ro remembre thatTruthe purchaſeth has 
tred, lo in the commending of the ſame l can not 
forgett thata younge ſcholer, and baſe ſubie& art- _. 
tempteth co talke yvitha right mighty Princeſle, 
and his lerncd Souuerain. Notvvithſtanding,con- 
 ſidering the invvarde man and better portion off © 
| my lelte, lhaue to comforte me bothe inthe one, 
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and in theother, In the one, reſp<&t of the profit 
vyhich may ariſe hereby to the decejued conſcien- 
ces of my Go countreme,your highnes ſuþiectes, 
my regard to Gods honour and zealeto the truth 
do make meleſſeto feare the diſpleaſure that _ 
enſue, In the other yourhighnes moſt gratiouſe. 
Clemency, and knovyenigood affection to be en- 
formed of the truth,enboldeth me to preſent par- 
ticularly to your moſt Royall Maieſty,that vvhich 
I publiſh to the vvhole Realmes commodite. For 
as that vvhich the' body receiueth , the Head farſt 
vevveth and conſidere kf thought | moſt conue- 
nient, that the generall hiſtory of the realme off 
England ſhoulde firſt be commended to the prin- 
cely head and ron gouneryonr of the ſame, 
Againe , the hiſtory in Eatin being dedicated by 
the Author to a kinge of this realme , one of your 
moſt Noble progenitours , it ſemed no leflerhen 
duty, thatthe tranſlatio and nevy publiſhing of ir 
ought to come forth vader your highnes proteCti- 
on ſucceding in the Imperial Crovvne of the ſame. 
The matrer of the Hiſtory is (uch,thatifir may 
ſtande vvith your Maieſties pleaſure to vevve 
and conſider the ſame in vvhole orin part, your 
highnes ſhall clerely ſee as vyell the miſe informa- 


tions of a fevve for diſplacing the auncient and 
right Chtilten faith,as alſo the vyay and meane of 
a lpedy redre(le that may be had for the ſame, to 
the quiernelle of the greater partof your Maic bi 
mo 


moſt loyal and loyvlyſubiees ſciences. [ri this 
iſcory 1 ſhall appearein -vvhat fairh your noble 
Realme vvas chriſtened , and- hath almoſt. theſe 
thouſad yeres cotinevyed:to the glory,of God;the 
enriching of thecrovyne;and greatyvelch/ and qui 
et of the. realme, [n-this hiſtory yourhighnes {ball 
ſcein hovy many and vveighty pointes the-pret&+ 
ded refourmers ofthe church in your Graces do» 
mini6s hauedeparted fr6 the patern of chat ſoun- 
deandecatholikefaith planted firſt among/Englis 
ſhemea by holy SAuguſtin our Apaltle:, and' hi 
vertuous copany, deſcribed truly and fincerelyby . 
- Venerable Bede, (a called in all Chnftendoam for his 
paking yertues and rare lerning,the Author ofthis 
Hiſtory, And to thentent your highnes intention 
bent.to yyeightierconſiderations and affairesmay 
ſpendeno longe time in c{pying oute the parti- 
culars,l-bave gathered out of the vvhole Hiſtory a 
numberof diuerſities betyvene the pretended reli« 
gign of Proteſtants, and the priminuyefaith of the: 
engliſh church , and haue annexed'them freight 
ioyaing to this our hmple preface. Maie it pleaſe 
your molt gracious highnes to take aſhore vevvof 
it,and for more ample intelligence of every partie! 
cular(it it ſhall ſo like your highneſle) co hauc are-: 
courſe tothe booke and chapterquored.  - ./ |: {: 
| Belide the yvhole hiſtory of holy and lerned $. 
Rede,l haue publiſhed aſherr and. neceflarydil-- 
| courkeja mere yuith the onlyargument _ 
a "Aj T7 ut 


vvillpronoſice this vvhole booke tobe but ofard- 


+ , < Y 
_—_—\ \ 


 leofpapiſtry,avvitneſle of corrupted dottrine, a 
teſtimony of thatage and time vvhich they haue 
already condened forthe timie of no true Chriſtia- 
nite atall:of ſuch I ſaie as haue altered the faich vve 
vvere firſt Chriſtened in ,condemning'our dere 
forefathers of allmoſt rheſe thouſand yeares , the 
Chriſten inhabitants of your graces dominions. 
This lhauedone pubGpaly in 1j partes. In the fir- 
Ke by expreſle teſtimonies of holy On ,the 
plalmes, the prophets,and the nevy Teſtamer, by 
remouing the obieaions of the adverſaries taken 
out of holy Scripture , by the glorious ſucceſſe of 
theſe later goo.yeares in multiplying the faithe of 
Chriſt through the vvorlde, laſt of all by dere and 
- evident reaſons haue proued thatthe fairh-of ys 
Engliſhmen all theſe ix c.hundred yeares, coulde 
3 ra be a corrupted faith, traded vpin'ſu-' 
perſticions, blindneſſe,and idolatry, as itis falſely 
and vvickedly ſurmiſedof many; but thatitis the 
true and right Chriſtianite noleſle then the farſte 
vj.c.yeares,and.immediat ſucceſsion of the Apol- 
tles. In the ſecond part, vvhere vve gathera num- 
ber of differences in doctrine, in ecclefialticall go- : 
vernement,in the orderand manerof proceding, 
in the courſe and coſequeces of borh religios,rhat' 
firſt plated among vs and ſo many hundred yeares 
cotinevved,and Sicaceloncy preached and pretE- 
ded, thaucſhevved by the teſtimonies of che __ 


ſte auncient and approued Fathers;, of che Cotin- 
celsand hiſtories of thar cime;thatin all fuch diffe- 
rences ourfaith firſt planted and hitherto conti- 
nevved amonye vs,agreeth and concurreth vvith 
the practile and b elefe of che hilt vg. c.yeres,the ci- 
me approued by al mensconſent for the right'and 
pure Chriſtianite.If ir may ſtande vvith your Ma- 
teſties pleaſure to vveighthis double cruthe lo cle- 
rely proucd firſt out of Gods holy vvorde and eui- 
dent reaſon, then out of che aflured prattiſe of the 
primitiue churche, your Grace {hall quickely ſee a 
ready redreſle of preſent [thiſmes, a compendious 
uiering of croubled conſciences, and an open pa- 
S co recurne tothe faith, vvithoure vvhicheis no 
faluation. As vve knovve right vvell, the meas 
ning of yourgacious highnes to be already ſeri- 
ouſly bent to haue the truthe tried and to be (in« 
cerely. publiſhed: throughe all your . Graces | do- 
minions, ſo tothe endethat this godly zeale ma- 
tein your Maieſties, moſt Princely hart the more 
be kindled and cohrmed, moſt humbly and lovy- 
ly | beſeche the lame;to beholde a fevve examples 
of the moſt puiſſane Þ rinces that haue ben in 
Chriſtendom, vvhich in that ſingular vertu hai 
pnacipally excelled. £103 
Art vvbattime Princes and Emperours (hauing 
certaine hundred yeares foughtand ſtriuedallin. © 
vaine 1gaiaſt the light of che ghoſpel and: publiſ- 
bing of Chiiſcen religion)beganne atlengrh chenv 
* 4 iclucs 


| * 
feluesto take the fovete- yoke: of Chrifte:, to:ſub- 
mir their Sceptres to his holy Croſle;and'ioyning 
deuoute humilite vvith vvordly'policie/bcgan'to 
procure their ſoule helth , and to provide for the 
vvorlde to come, then the prophecy of Eſaic vvas 

in them fullfilled ſaying to the churche of Chrilt, 
#Aie.4 9. Beholde I will ſtretche out mine hande to the gentils, and [ett 
vpp my token to the people . They ſhall bringe thee thy ſons 
nes in their lappes,and cary their daughters vnto thee yppon 
their ſhoulders . For kinges ſhall be thy nurſng' Fathers, 
and ()uenes ſhall be thy nurfmg mothers . T hey ſhall fall 
downe before thee:e5cet. Thentheir chieke endeuour 

and principall care hath ben to mainraine the on] 
Catholike faith in their dominions, and ro chaſs 
iy. all ſchiſmes and _— that fromtime 
to time ſpran amonge.Conſcantin'the great 
( Honey Gullit for Cad) reſpects) the Rees 
an hereſy ynder him ariſing, laboured byall mea- 
nes polstble and ſemely to bs princely vocation to 
—_ the ſame.For this purpole, firſthe dire&ted 
_ , , that lerned and on ako: Olius biſſhop of 
= ging Corduba in Spayne, to the churches of £gypte 
vvhere the tercible tragedy of that hainous here- 
fie began ne, vvith his letters of exhortation to re- 
concile them againe vvhich vvere diuided in mat- 
ters of the faith. He vvrote alſo to Arrius himelfe 
and Alexander the biſſhop of Alexandna , perſua- 
ding vvith them to come to agreement 4; Uhm 


de. Afcer (al this futhſing not) atthe morion and; 


C4). 13. 


Ot- 


order of the vertuousbiſhops of that timearid by 

their ordinary meanes;heicauſed/thetruthe ofthe pref. 

controuerſy cobe.enquired; examined,anddiſcuſ 

ſedinafull and generall Conncell helde at Nice, | 

vvherc he preſented him ſelſe bearing: the charges 8.c4..4. 

of the biſhops chat dvvelled firre of. After this c0- 

uncel} according /to the determination of thoſe 

holy Farhers; for quicting the church, he baniſhed 

Arrius ,,T heognis,Enfebius of Nicomedia ;and' other 

maſters #5 ſeCte;.;He talked allo: and'comme+ 

ned vvithy Aceſts a biſhopþ of the /Novatians ; la- cne.1. 

bouring to vvinne|him+ro the (Gatholike church 

againe.Being troubled:allo/vvith Donatws 'and-His - 

-complices breding then, a nevveleRtein Chriſtes 

church,againſt Qxcilianvs theirlayvfull bilhop,he 

vyrote vnto Miltades then Pope of Rome todecide 

che matter,and direted a commiſſion out of his ms.z. 

ovvne Cotirte forthe better expedition ofthe ſa- ©? 

me-. This labqured that vertuous and Chriſten 

Emperour Conſtantin: the great to | maintaine. 

the vnite of Chriſtes church , and to aboliſh all he- 

relies inthe prouinces; of -the vyhole vvorld then 

ſubie&vnto him, This glaſle he lefte to his/poſte- 

- rite other Chriſten Princes tolooke on. | 
Valentinian the firſt,the next catholike Empe» © 

rour ofany continuaunceafter Conſtancin,ſo car- jul un 

neſtly r&dred the catholikereligion,that vvhen Va- *<3- 

les his brother the ArrizEmperour of che Eaſt,de- 

maundedaide-of him againſt the, Gatthes, then 

Y T & breas 


breakingintorhe Romain oye , he anſvvered 


that being an heretikejit could not fiande vvith 
+.p«r.19, Bis conſcience and ap. a7 helpe him:fearing 
-:5- yyorthely the checke that God by the mouth of 
lchu gaue to loſaphat kinge of luda , foraidin 
the Apoſtata and: Idolater Achab, kinge of 11- 
racll. Theodofiusfucceſiour:of Valens in the Eaſt 
called alſothe great for his vvorthy and princely 
ualities, for \ port trgget of the catholike 
fichof Chriſtes church, publiſhed an edict a» 
gainſt the Arrians and the Manichees,vvherby-he 
,.. Imbarred chemall manerof aſſembles , preaching 
4. or teaching, baniſhed the our of cices and places of 
reſorte commannding alſo no/man1thould com- 
pany vvith them:Againethe ſame Emperour after 
much diſputations and conferences had vvith-the 
Arrians,perceauingat lenght by the aduiſe of Si- 
ſmmins, that they agreed not amonge them lelues, 
nor approued bs erned vvriters in Chriſtes chure - 
che before their time ( bothe vvhich great faultes 
arecuident in the principalpromoters of this nevy 
pretended religion)vtterly»ro extinguiſh all here+ 
ferret ſy, ard fora Gall extirping of (chiſme, he vvith 
«mens Gratian commaunded expreſſely,that ſuch doctris 
"7 and religion only { houlde take place, as Da- 
maſus, then Pope off Rom e,taughte and allovyed. 
_  Honorius and Arcadius ſonnes to Theodoſ1us, 
folovved the godly ſteppes of the verruous Prince 


their Father, Thereupon' Arcadius by the ſtoute 


£ A ad- 


aduiſc of Chriſotonv would not/grannt' to Gainas 
a famous Scythian Caprain-vnder ſhimonepoore wieph 
cornerin all the'Eaſtropraftiſe his Arrianprofeſs ***** 
fion in. Honoriuslikevviſe hauing information of 
the horrible ſchiſmes of the Donariſtes'in» Afrike, - - 
directed itr commiliion thither Marcellinus to be 
reſent atageneralafſemble in-Carthage ofthe ca- 
10like biſhops and'theDomaciſtes;as irappeaxerhi 
by the conferences of that aſſemble'yer extantin rn... 
the vvorkes of S. Auguſtin. {1/7 von 19 0900) 
"1: Hoyv diligent Theodofius the ſecond:nexrſucs 
ceflourto the foreſaied -Emperours wvas 4n extir» 
ping the hereſy of Neſtorius, and inferring! forch 
the right doQtrine touching che godhed ofthe ho- 
ly Golt againſt Macedonius and his ſcholers; the 
vvritings of Cyrillus#ad Rezinas;and to Theodolrus 
him ſelte do enidentlydeclare.. thin a 
Afﬀcer theſe Marcianus-the Emperour vvith that 
vertuous princeſle Pulcheria laboured diligently 
to extinguiſh the hereſy of Ectyches;asit — 
peare by ſundry epiſtles of-lerned Leo'then Pope 
of Rome lolliciting eftfoones the Emperour theres 
to,and by the Actes ofthe fourth generall councell 
of Chalcedon.VVhich nor longafterhim Juſtinus 
the Emperourvvith ſnch Chriſten zeale defended 
that he cauſed Seuerus the ſchiſmaricall biſhop of 
Antioch to hauc his rofigcut out for the daily blaf- } I 
phemieshe vrrered againſt that cou ncell.luſtivian = 
allo his ſucceſſour cauſed al the hereticall bookes cs; 
et 7 and 


of 


_— © -a6d Ttdagregitne ſaicd Severusandotherto be 
Yi: burned and made'itdeatho any;thatkeptor vied 
A; '_  anyſuch books. The Chriſten zeal of this Empes 


WR - rourtovvard the maintenaunce of Chriſten reli- 
WC £9.17. pid ia declaredin 4.706 Aras colicelKeptat Cos 
18 | RI againſt ſtindry hereſtes.Procopius cd- 
mending-the carneſt and; vertupus zeals of this 
.. Erperour, vvritcth-that he 'vypuld neuer admic 
| Gelmerius a valiaunt Captain and one that had 
A done him noble ſeruice-10yning vvith Belifarius 
in the-vvarresagaint the VVandalls, vntothe or- 
derof his Nobilite, bicauſe be vvas infected vvith 
the Arrianchereſy. : , 1 7 wrt 


- Such-hachalvvaics be(mioſt gracious Souuerain) 
the vertuous zeale of the vvileſt and: molt politics 
4 ke Princes to.cxtirpathercſies:and falſe religio out 

of theirdominios,knoyvingtight vvel ,tharnone 
are better ſubjeRs.rothe.Prince than ſuch as moſt 
deuoutly ſerue.almighty God. And againthat no+ 
thing more highly;plealeth God tha chata princes 
dofarder and orth'the 4xrije leruice.,and'vyor 

ſhipping of himi.Such a one vyas kinge Dauid-, © 
ohis therfor God/(aigd. I bane foud Dauid ama accora 
ng .to my harts defire-And.theſe Enperouts here ſpe- 
cited as they redred mole the. ſetting forth of true 
rcligi6,ahd. aboliſhmenrofchefpalle!, ſo proſpered 
they maſt ofal orhexin; yyorldly reſpedtes, For as 
b | ynder Conſtantin the great firſt by vs mencioned 
KF _.. - the enjpire niolt Rotiſhed,and yyas the firſt pla. 
bp WINK ca 
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ced in the Faſt, the cyte of Byzance being then ma- 
gnificently enlarged , ahd' called Conſtantinople 
oftharmoſt =" ry Emperours name, as he had 
diuersand moſt glorious gent prongs againſt the 
tyrans,Maxentius, Licinius,and otherforrain bar- , 
barous enemies, ſo (tolett paſſe the other) Tuſti-#. :.:.z. 
nian _ _ s mentioned = he that m__ A 

lorioully reſtored v ine the Maieſty ofthe 
Romain mpire they alioſt fallen faredovene 
chaſing the VVandals outof Afrike, clecring Italy 
and the vveſt empire of the Gotthes, extingui- 
ſhing veterly the Hunnes in Grzce , and hauing 
nat noble victories againſt the Perſ1ans. 

Longe it vvere particularly to diſcourſe ypon 

the Princes of cuery ſingular prouincein Chriſten» 
domr, andto notile vnto your hignes, the zeale, 
diligence, and endeuour of eche one in extirping 
hereſy and ſchiſmes. Yer to thentent itmay appe« 
are thatthe one Imperial] Crovvne of Chriſten-- 
dome being parted in to ſcuerall realmes anddo- 
minions , ca zeale of eche one in the particular 
prouinces vvas no leſſe to maintaine the vnite off 
Chriſtes church, then vvhen the vvhole vvas vn-. 
der the monarchie of one Empire, may itpleaſe 
your moſt gracious highneg to call to remembra- 
uncethatthis Chriſten and godly zealc hath ben 
in the Princes of ſeuerall countrees ſo gloriousand. 
euident, thatin reſpe& ofthe ſame, moſt honou» 
rable titles haue ben appropriated ro the royall 
of X Crovvnes 
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Crovvnes of ſuch perſonages. 1 es 
.. TotheImperiallCrovyneof your Maieſty,the 
Noble and glorious title of Defender of the faith hath 
ben of late yeares annexed and perpetually geuen 
by the Sce Apoſtolike, for the moſt godly and ler- 
ned yvorke-of your highnes. moſte noble Father, 
our late dread Souerain; in defence of the ſeuen- 
holy Sacraments of Chriſtes Church (oft vvbich 
the ſcholers of Geneua hauetaken avvay fue )and 
againſt the yvicked herefjes of thar leyvde Apo- 
ſtara Martyn Luther . To thecrovvne of Payne 
forthe great zeale of kinge Alphonſus in, excir- 
ide Ping the Arrian hereſy, aboue 860. yeares pait;the 
| hwy ticle of Catholike vvas annexed , and continueth yer 
hicherto vablemilied. To thecrovvge of rhe fren- 
che kingefor the palsing zeale of rhoſe,princes(na+ 
mely of Clouis heb GChrften kinge , of Char: 
lemain , of Philippe furnamed Augutte) in extir- 
Le ome. Ping hereftes from time to time our of their domi- 
G&H4 nions, the title off Moit Ciritian, hach allo ben, aps, 
propriated from the time, of Pipia and Charle- 

maign his Sonne hitherto. - 

Though | abRaine (co auoide prolixire)the fars 
der recital! of particular Princes , yet may itpleaſe 
your malt excellent Maicſty. fauorably to attend 
ro oneor tvyo examples more for the extirping 
of the herches of lohn vvicleff and che Bohems, 
contayningin many pointes the, doctrine nayve 
preached for che very true. vyorde off God. . 


: 
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In the hiſtory of Polidore vve read of that Noble 
prince and of moſt vvorthy memory Henry che: #7 
fifce one of your highnes moſt noble lineall pro- 
genitours,thar hauing called a Parlement, and dee 

. creed therein a voyage in to Fraunce for recouery 
of his right, the mony being garhered, fouldiars 
preſſed, all chinges prepared for thatenterprile, yer 
the generall Connceli of Conſtancethen beinge 
appointed, he ſtaied his prinat quarell for Gods 
cauſe,dire&ed his legars vnto the Councell, expe- 
&ed rhe hne thereof and in the meanevvhile ap- 

eaſed the rebellion ot Iohn/Cidecaſtlelabouring 

y force and diſobedience againſt his Souuerain 
(as the nevv V Vicleſis dopretently inFraunce and ' 
Scotland) to maintaineche hereſy ot VVicleff;and- 


pronounced traitours all the adherents of rhar 
vvicked lecte. By this ſpeedy diligence of that gra- 
tious Prince, boche char hereſy vvas then quailed 
in your /highnes dominions; and (as/Polidorenos 
terh/Ythe Noble victories of rhat/valiauntiprince 
enſued: God vndoubredly-protpering/hibaffaires; 


vvho had preferred the 


BN 


ovvne prepared viage. 


Itis novv a hundred 'yeares and more; ſence'the cromenuts 
time thatthe kingdo of Bemeland being greuoul- re we 
ly mangled and almoſt deſtroied vvith ciuill ſedi- **ie. 
tion through the {chiſmes and hereſies plared the» 
re by the ſame VVieh frand/Huſs,vvasoffredofthe 
people irſelte ro the king'of Poole Viadylaus ro ha- 
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quarell of him; before his 
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ue and ruleit as his ovvn,ſettingamonge them ſo- 
me quiet order of gouernemer. Burt bicauſe of the 
herelies then przuailing, it vyas of that vertuous 
Prince vtterly refuſed. Yea vvarre alſo vvas threate- 
ned them vnleſle they agreed and recociled them 
ſelues ro the Catholike church, 
- Ifit may like your moſt excellent highnes after 
thepatern and examples of theſe moſt puilsat and 
vertuous Princes to procede in your moſt gratious 
meaningto the publiſhing of the true chriſten fai- 
the(yvhich is but one, and not nevv)through your 
races dominions,as al Chriſtendom hartely vvif- 
ſherh, the vevve and conſideration of this prefent 
hiſtory,a vyorthy and moſt authentike vvitneſle 
of the firſt and true Chriſten faith planted in your 
Graces dominions, vvith that yvhich is annexed to 
proueitarightand vncorrupted faithe, ſhalnota 
icle(l cruſt in God,in yvhoſe handes the hartes of 
P rinces are) moue and farder your highnes ver- 
cuous intettothe ſpedy atchicning of thatitdeſi- 
reth.For faith being one (as the Apoſtle expreſlely 
laicth)that one Ruke being roued to be the ſame 
vvhich vvas firſtgraffed in the harts of engliſhme, 
and the many faithes of proteſtants being founde 
different from the ſame in more then fourty clere 
diftereces gathered out of this preſet hiſtory (vvhis 
che reporterh notal,buta feyy by occaſion)itmuſt 


remaine vndoubred, the pretended faith of prote- 


*; as 
=» KY is, 


ther ocke(as partly of old renevved herefies, part- 
ly of nevv forged interpretations vpon the vvritten 
text of Gods vvorde ) and therefore notto be roo- 
ted in your graces dominions;leſt in time, as here- 
ſies haue done in Grece and Afrike , itoucrgrovve 
the true braunches of the narturall tree,coſume the 
ſpringe of trtie Chtiſtianire , arid ſucke oure the 
zoyſe of al right religion:leauing to the realme the 
barke and rine only,to be called chriſtians. V Vhich 
lamentable caſe the more euery Chriſten hartab- 
horreth,and your highnes moſt gracious meaning 
eſpecially dereſterh, the more it 1s of vs your high- 
ncs moſt lovyly and loyall ſubie&tes to be yviſhed 
and daily to be praicd for at the dreadful throne of 
Gods depe mercy,that it may pleaſe his goodneſle - 
ſo todire&t the harte of your highnes,ſo to infpire 
vvith hisheanenly grace the moſt graciousmeas» 
ning of your Maiefty,thatir may vvholyand per» 
ſealybe bentrothe rtoringoft the one carhiolike 
and Apoſtolical faith of Chniſtendom,co the excirs 
ping of ſchiſme and hereſy, and tothe publiſhing 
of Gods'true ſeruice, Alto the honour of almighty _ 
God,to the contentatis of your Maicſties pleaſi- 
re,and to the'vvelth of yourgraces dominios. The 
vvhich God of his ATT 6 merey, through the me- 
rites of his dere Son,and interceſsion of all bleſſed 
Saints in heauen; graunt. .\ Amen |) 4 
\ Your highnes moſt lovvlyſubiecand 
bounden oratour, Thomas Stapleton. + 
> 3 Diften 


DIFFERENCES BE: 
TWENE THE PRIMITIVE FAITHE OF 
ENGLAND CONMTINEVVED ALMOST THE- 
ſe thouſand yeres,2nd rhe late pretenſed faith of pro- = 
teſtants:gathered ont of the Hiſtory of the chur« 
che ot. England compiled by Venerable Be- 
dean Enghfa man, aboue DCC. 
yeares paſte. 
frfiimeg E cauſe if the fait; fi rt plared amog vs engliſhmen,was nd 
{4h ? right Chriſten faith at all, then prot:ftants( if their fauhs 
3-1, 2 be right) are now the Apoſtles of England,let vs cofedre 
what 41 poftslicall markes we finde in our firſt preachers, waning in 
protefl aus. ; 
t. S, A ug:flin our Apoſile, ſheyed S1ignum Apoſtolatus ſui in 
+. 097.12. omni Paticntain ſzgn1s & prodtgyzs: the roken of bus Apoſileſhip 
mn all parti neegrn feenes and maracles,asS ,Paulewriteth of him felfe 
to the Coriuhians,wheje Apoſtle alſo he was . Andof ſuch mira» 
eles wrought by our Apofile $. A uguſtin, and howe Ethelbert the 
frſt Chriflen k ng of engliſhmen, pes thercby induced ro the fatth the 
þ rft wekth XXX vi 4nd the XXX1. cheprers 22 remche ſecond bocke, 
the ſecond chapeer & enidenly reftifþe. Miraclesin confirmation of 
ther duffrine proteflant, hant yet wrought none, 
'N \ Inthe prima ue church of the A poſrles,we read ,Creden:in erat 
«44.4. cor vnura & anima yna. The mulniude of them that belened , were 
of one har te and of orte tringe. Flow much our Apeſtles trndred this 
Pie, may appeere in the ſecond books, then. Chapter , where chey 
| Lihoar to red uce the olge Britons ro the yae of Chrijtes church, N T 
4 thing 11 more notorious in proteſtants, then therr infamous diſſ-nſion. 
low.z0, Our Apoſtles and firft preachers wer ſent by an ordinary vocatis 
as Chrift wa: ſent of tu Faiher nd of him the Apoſtles. The b;fto- 
ry Teporzeth their 2ocanon in the firft book,the xxay, Chep.Prouſiars 
taue firſt preched their daftrins without Voce v1 ſending at al;ſuch 
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If this enterpriſe be of men ſaied G amtaliel of the A 
7 / all verih. utif it peed zt ſhall nor EM) 
gland hath continued yoo. yeres and vpward. The protefiams jaich is 
already chaunged from Lutheran to ſacramentery in the.com- 
paſſe of lefse then 10,yeres, and their pruminue faith 1s lofte, Luther 
being now accompied a very pap: ft. 

S. Paule ſateth.Fides elt iperandarum ſubſtantia rerum. Faich 
15 the grounde or ſubſtaunce of thinges to.be hoped for .. And againe, 


b:lefe and praftifewheroff we may be ſaued.S uch a faith our A ftles 
raughe p.. Our Crede, our plants to our lawes and Canons hh 


flical receaued of them do witneſſe . The faith off prateftants us ( as 1 


may ſo ſaie )ablatarum ſubſtantia rerum. A ſubſtaunce er maſſe off 


things taken away and denied. 1t 15 « negauue religion. It hath no af- 
firmatzue doBrine but that which catholikeshad befor. Al chat 15 their 
o'wn,i; bur the denial of oures. This other wher 11proued,and may alſo 
preſently appere by the differences whichfolow in dorinberwene chem 
24, | | 
+ +++. Differencesindoarne. dikes 
Our A poſiles ſated maſie. In the fir fl book the xx%v.Chap.it u men- 
noned, [tem of their ſutceſſours in the fourth book the xiny. and xxij. 
chap. Nothing 65 more horrible in.the fight of proteftants then Maſſe 
In the Maſſes anexterndll ſacrifice offred ro God the Father the 
Weſſed body and bloud off Chriſt bim ſelſe. [n the fufe booke the xxij, 
chap.chis defrine 1s expreſſely reported . This ſemeth an extreme blaſ- 
phemy ropreteſtants, | | 
Truſacrifice js.4aught ro he propuiatery m the 11.booke, the xx11, 
chap. Proteſtants abborreryreerly ſuch dofrine. | _ © | 
Off confeſiion off franesmade to thz drieft the fourth booke dath 
wineſſe in the xxVv.chap.and xxvi.chap . Thu ſacrament in the faith 
off proteſt ants off our countre is aboliſhed. 
S 2tiffs Aron and penaunce for finns entayned appereth in the fourth 
book: the xxy. chap.Alſo;which in like maner the court off, Hy 


wn Fog —w— _— —O—OEG. we 


& the church of Chriſt requireth; 411it ieckradirs at large proded. 
preaching, 
o 


" b ET 
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Heb.1t. 


that the Tuſt ma lueth by bus fetch, Such faith putteth hinges by the **"*** 


þ; 


10, 


dt nite or 


Merit off goed work: in the hiſtory 11 efeeſoones In the.4- 
book the 7 15.chap. hibliry inn 1 preindicull 
they ſaie to Gods ghery hut in dede to their licentious hiberre. | 

interceſſion off S «mrs oy flants abhorre. The praftiſe theroff ap+ 


peareth in js hiftory in the firft books the xx . chapter before we had 
the jo* th,and im - Ts the je Jrong: after the faith receaued. 


1mitine church after holy or Ao not 
mary. oy w 4- r/t hook the xx'v1.chap. N ew hr needs 
Yowe both to the contrary, priefies do mary. 
Inowr primitiue church the vorw of chaftiue both off men and —_ 
was thought godly and power See the hiſtory the 3.hook the 8. and 
27, 26%. 1h'yr's b.the 13.C pa and in many other places.Suchryower now 
are broken,are eflemed damnable,are nor ſo fo much 4s allowed in ſuche 
as fer nah that per fettion commended in the gh ern and 'yni- 
werſally praftiſed in the prmitine churchoff wy of | 
Suck m onkes and virgins liued in cloifler tn obeattce,in nba Te 
apprarech yrockn our all the three left books: off the hiſtory. Namely. 


in ey bake rb 8. chop. and the 4. books he 6h. og 


filers - orders the rehgion 0 aj hath owerthrowen «1 4 
te damnable and nh; ſro 


Praier for the dead dzrige ouer night and Requis Maſſe on"the 


mornig was an accuſtomed matter in our primitiue church. Witneſſeth 


thi hier) the 11j.boo ds chap. I ii the iij.þ00.the x25. chap. This 


degotid che ſober fark ofpr oreflars eft flemeth «s abbominanibefors 
Re feruation vp eh ed Sacramet- thought no wperfturidi in our 
priminne church,o PREWy of the [6 (romp 1b.4.Cap. 24 
H p befe et ered 4 d erue chriſtias. A's rhe 
[i 


raftiſe ſpecified in Veys 4+Ca.3.& 24.Proteſts 
ly AL of « com ww wickedly berene chriftt fall 


mſecr ke thereof. 
Co attino of M4 and N wnes the bad: o —_— I - 
Aiſed I VEG ae T barn | : the 
Ja, £2 chap. "NY theſiderty of their ape lengh jo : 


47 thereat. © ; 
Comme- 


Commenii con of Sdnir as Mia tn, Inthe fourth boake the 


and 8. chapters. In the communion of proteſtants ſuch commemo- 
role lated at ſuper ſtinio 4 / 


Pt e 10 holy places eſpecially to Rome 4 much woune matter 
bo AO er ObA our primatine church , the biſtor y wits. 


in che 1111. booke the 3. and x11. chapter, Trem tn the v.. booke, 
eoaiiaked Nothing ſoundeth more ry mrnew barbarous int 
ridden eares of proteflants then ſuch denonon 
Of relikes of holy men, of the rewerence-v/ed rowardes them ando 
miracles wrou Vicky them the iflory is full . Namely the Tel 
the 29. c = 3. booke the 29. che 11). hooks , the 6. chap./Nothinge 
is more ile in the fight of proteſtants, then ſuche Ro of Chit 


on rs lefiing w_ the rgne of che C rofte , £ccompred ”o ſuperſtizion but 
attiſcd for godly and good , in ourprimiuing church , witneſſeth the | 


To in the 111), booke wn _ ac Yo and in the v: bo the 1je 
In the denotion of wow » NG 


| Solomnicerof Chr nofpre {ao ay. iſe andjeerbghe by, 4s 


rerming it 4 'vaine of gencilite or beathen (up, The deworiou of 
our primiciue church was to be buried.in monaft i fender, & 29 
chappels , as it appeereth tn the biſtory,in abe ſec 11 
the third booke Farr r 4 ure Wc Megg 5 
Benndthevof he bt , whereby the [i a hoaklafdy 
paſtour oner the late, asf to the reaſoning of $. Pauls , enitent- 
ly apprareth, ts to beread in To biftory of our primitiue Churche, in, Hebr.7. 
The 111, booke,thexi. chap. Proteflanus confounding all geod order , ds 
FUR , , Apla of p d\ mY 
ruice of the church wat at the fir our faich in 
latin wy un 1 unge, 4511 may pps in 7 booke, the 0x, " 
hes mer the ui. booke the xvi. chap ants hane alte- 
bothe againſt dur nn TS wh oY other ' 24v 4 
c briſtendom for the contrary. 
A ultars proteflanss hawe plucked downe contrary to the wire] 27, 
i 


"7+ 


% 


29, 


37s. 
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; holy $ acraments., proteftans bothe diminaſh; 
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our primitiue:faith.; ks this. hiftory witneſſah in the firft books, the 

wel ramps inthe fecond booke;the xy. chap. 1 E 
A ultarclothes and holy vveftements the prophane ſaith of ne 1 
admitterh not. O ur priminue church vſed them,witneſſeth the Hiſto- 
19,in the firſt-booke the 2x0. chaps. '' 489 \ \ 
- | Holy weſſelsn'Bke maner for the due adminiſtration of Chriftes 


' iſhing the number of them 
and prophaning the right 'yſe of ſuchas t » knorwe none. Our 
fir ah bad nd vid 6s > Ererws An: 1111 he firſt books 
the xx1x.chap.and in the ſecond booke the laſt chapter. 
' Holyrwater proteflants abhorre ; Our firſt fauth yſed it . In the 
biftory tt appeareth. Iu the frrft books the xxx. chap. | In 
Nothinge is more rewuled of proteflants,then the eccleſiaſtical ton+. 
ſure of the LE y. How, after what maner ,and wherefore the church 
of Chrift wſerh u.,che hiſtory diſpureth and ſhewerh.at large,in the fifte 
booke the xxit. chapter, toward the ende. " 
Our primitiue church was gounerned by Synod: of the clergy only, . 
in durermining conrowerfies eccleſtaſticall. The Hiftory declareth this 
pratiſe in the firſt booke, the 11. chap. > aaa. booke the v. chap. the 


x VI1.chapeand.xxviit.chap. Proteſtants bhaue called the determination 
of eccleraftizall utter; from thence to the lair Courte only. = 


1 he ſpirituall rulers of our primitine church were biſhops and pa» 
floars vs ly conſecrated. [1 thin the Hiftory , 1/5" beokthe 
27. chap. and the ſecond books the 3. chap.Proteflans hae noſuch dua 


 Eonſecr ation, no'true biſhops at all. 


' Proteſt ants hawe brought the ſupreme gounernement of the church 
70 the late guthorite, [n the primiti ue faith of our counere che laie was 
ſubielt ro the biſhop'in ſpirtuall cauſes, Per uſe the xiii. and xXii.chap- 
ters of the third booke. 
L aft of all, the finall determination of ſpiritual cauſes in our pri- 
mitiue Church refted in the See A poſtolike of Rome. This prafliſe ap- 
peareth in the ſecond booke the uu, the xvu.. and the xx. chapters. Item 


in the fifee books thexx, chap, How farre that See is nowe detefted by 
R | the 


the ſober religion of proteſt ants,all men do ſee, &. Naw xl 
7 "= {irony the Cathol Fr th of al Chriflcndom was 
firſt planted in our countre , and the parted, fauth col Ira bathe 
corrupted the ſame,the firſt difference tx tlere berin that our firſt Ca- 
tholh fat th Wwe receaued of the See of Rome. This hereſy hath begon- 
we by firft _ from that See. The Apoſiles of ourfaith came = 
from Rome,t meſsangers of. theſe ſchifmes begannt fuſt by yoogny | 
fri the See Apoſtoli kof Rome. Flow we receaued our farrh of Rome 

the later chapters of the firſt booke, and thi firſt of the ſecad do teftifie. 

A gaine our fauh was firſt preached with Crofſe end proceſiion, ' 37+ 

Lib.1.cap.25. Theſe bereſies fir ft raged bby throwing dovwene the Croſſe, 
and altering the proceſſion cherewuh,. TTY | {HY WV 

- Our firſt\ Apoſtles were monkes: See uhe firſt books, thexxiii.chap, ** 
and the thizd booke the 11. chap. The firſt preachers of proteſlanus haus 
ben Apoflatas . Luther ,Occolampadi us,Bucer, Perer Martyr Bar- 
nes, Barlow and other. 

The firſt impes off our faith , the-firft ſcholers off oure Apoſtles 19. 
were ings 6k. me. Reade ef dal ran third Wee -. poful 
The brood? of proteftants in the very firſt iſſue hath. ben ſ6 enormong, Po. 
that Luther the holy Father thereof confeſer bu ſcholers to berryy- 44: 
der him farre more wickgd,then they were before vnder the Pope,” 
 Thefuft greens of our faith liued Apoſtolically in yoluntayYy 40+ 
pouerty,as the iſtory reporteth in the” firft booke the xxwvj.chap; Thus 
A poftolicall per feftion proteftans bearing thi ſelues for the Apoſilesof 
England neuber prafliſe them ſelues,netther can abideit in ocher,...0 
\ 14s touching the eſſe and conſequences of both religions our fauth 
builded vp monaſteries and chirches,as the bytory repor reth4q the fir- 
fte booke the 32.chap,tn the third booke,rhe ujrand wet hap. Trim 
the fourth.booke the 11j.chap. Proteſtants haue chrowen + 56 many ,e- 
refted none. 

_ By the firft Chriſtians off our faith, God was both ſerued day and ,... 
night,as 1n the fourth booke the vij . chap .it 15 expreſſely mencicned, 
Proreftants haue aboliſhed al jernice off God by mght,and done to the 
; : l 


p dewil 


ins 


diuill ra, acceptable ſacrifice. oy ; % 
43- By the deuotion of the e MY ONY Cat a 
ak voluntary a, dear. in raps beo- 
the xxv1.chap.1s appeareth.By the r e religion off proteflants 
Fe Marion A to eng7 oaart forge ff y 
44. Princesendued the church with poſſeſcions and revenues , moued 
Li.1.c4-3- ith dewotion and feare of God. The looſe lrwdenes off proteflants ha- 
= #2 ue flirred Princes co rake from the church poſſeſſions ſo geuen. | 
45. L aft of all our firſt faith reduced the Scottiſhmen lining then i 
4, 1h126-4* fehifie ro the nite of the Carholi ke church. Thu late alteration bath 
remoued them from pmue to ſchiſme. | 
All theſe differences touching dofrine and eccleſraſticall gouerne-, 
ment,are proued rw concurre with the belefe and pratiiſe of the prft 
9j.C.yearesjn the fan pr of the Fortreſſe of our firſt faubſet for= 
the preſently with the Hiſtory. ge 


. 
- 
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T Privati & Brabatia Regie Maieſtati (onfily tis 
plomate cautumeſt ne quis fra quadriennium proxis 
mum Hiſtoriam Th gentis Anolorum, Authore 


Venerabil Beda Preſb. a T homa Stapletono in Anglicum 

ſermonem verſam , per onmes Burgundice ditionis regiones 

imprimat aut alibi imprefſam dittrahat aliter quam eidem 

Theme videbitur,ſub pena in Diplomate conftituta.Datum 

Bruxelle. 10.47 23.lunj1565, Soting 
| | = Subſug. 


Bourgeois, 


Facuwez, 
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Ict yalue,goeth and {clleth althat he hath to'bye | 
this ſingular and-moſt excellent perle 1s., whereunts the Jang» 
dom of heauen is compared,if we weigh and gent», 
ly,we ſhall inde it to be no orherthing.ahen the Farchan, Chri-. 
fe by heres the kingdom ob heaucn115 yndquhredly. pur- 
chaſed. This perle is of price ſo fingular,, and of yalue{q1ex- 
cellent,that to gettit we ſell. al that we haue,we renounce the * 
worlde , the fleſhe'and che. diuell with all the pompe thereoft, 
we cleaue onely to this , we; profefie to lyys apd dye an its. 
This, precious pearle off Fayth, this {ingular zewell of,true. 
belefe,, this heauenly  trealure off the. right. knoweleadge 
off-God and off his commaundements ; as all nations att 

one _tyme receyued nott,, God off, hys ſecret, and right 1n- 4#14+ 
ſtice ſufferring the Nations to walke, pn/their, waies , butin 
ſcuerall ages , and by ſcueralt meanes, as and when utpleaſed 
God was opened and made manifeſt,ſo hae al nations notony 
ly for that, ſolde all which they had, yelding, and ſubmitting 
them ſelues only and wholly thereto, but allo haue ſtedfaſtly 
and aſſuredly cleaued vato it, haue by longe ſuccelsion preſer- 
ued it,and enioyed it. If any haue in time. vtterly loſt this moſt 
excellent andrare iewell (as we ſee,alas, allthe Southe and all 
moſt all the Eaſt part of the worlde hath) the: cauſe thereof 
hath ben the alteration,and new deuiſed furbiſhing of that per- 


le from the former and natural ſhape thereof, firſt and furmeſt 
receiued,Such nations and partes of the worlde as haue in ma- 
au barneh tones orb he tor ben. _ - 


THE PREFACE 
ty ages and, do yet kepe and enjoy this riche and prince- 
ly treaſure , do therefore yet kepe it and enioye it bicaule they 
continew and retnaine 1n it after ſuch orderand maner only, 
as they recciued it: bicaule they kepe'it as they foundeit,bicau- 
ſe they continue1t,as they begonne it. Of the firſt if we re< 
membrethebreaking in of the Wandals in to Afrike about the 
_ yeate of oiitLorde 400,men ſoone after infeted with the Ar- 
riaf handY/iF we call to 'minde the- great rage and tumulrt of 
herefle# it the Greke' Churche , Arnatis, Macedonians, Eu+ 
rychians; Monothelites, and(\a numbre of ſuch other , if we 
will ertiſtethe reporte and-<onrſe of Hyſtories thereof,we ſhall 
euidenfly fee; that this ineftimable tewell off -the Chriſten 
faithe hath it Afrike-#nd Greee-vtrerlye ben loſte.; bicau« 
ſe they departed'froth the firſt paternedeliuered vnto them, 
bicauſe they altered - rhe faich firſt received amonge them 
brefelybicaiile they yelded to herefies., Ofthe later Sk 


an'dyet6 the niformite of the Chriſte faith firſt receiued in al 


ſach countres dy rn Chriſtians ; with the faith firſt 
planted at $ra arhonge them,if welooke to Italy,to'Fra- 
unce,to Spaine,to the catholiketerritories of Grece,of Germa- 
ny ,of Suicerfand;to the'kingdomes of Poole, of Portugall,and 
of othor mate lafidebin other places off thewarlde' diſperſed, 
whiere the preciouFiewelF of this faith is knowen and enioyed, 
we ſhall Ade that all choſe conittites have and do therefore yer 
continew in the ſame , bicauſe they varie not from the Gel 
faith receiued,bicaule they rhangke nor the iewell genen vnto . 
them,neitherakter the naturall 'ſkipe thereof, brefely'bicauſe 
they beleue al one thinge and after one forte as their firſt tea- 
chersand Apoſtles beleued and taught them, For why? They 
haue well remebred theadmonitions of $. Pauleto the Corin- 
thians conuerted by him to the faith of Chriſt, when he wrote 
ynto them and ſaied, Vigilare & flate in fide. Wathch andſtande 
i.car% in thefaith, Alſo to Timothe by him in like maner chriſtened, 
Wil- 
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writing vnto him and ſaying. 0. Timorhes depafienm enflodi,nens- 


fans prophanas yocum nowitares, © Timothe keaps, wel that 1s 1.Tim. 6, 


committed to thy charge,auoiding prophane novelnes of wor- 
des.And again tothe Colol{ians,praiſing them for thefaith re- 
ceiued if yer({aieth he) ye.conmney edfaft and, grounded mn the 
faithif we waner not from-þe hope of the goſpel, which ye baue beard, 
-which hath ben preached jn allche worlde. Al Qhriſtenad Catho; 
like countrees haue wel remembred. theſe lefſons of the Apo- 
ftle.And as many as haue remembred and folowed them, haue 
remained and do yet remain in the faith.gf Ghaſt;bhauelon 
enoyned and do'yet enjoye this;rare agd-ineftimable iewel 
compared to the kingdam of heauen.Asal gther countres haue 
ſo done;ſo hane we engliſhmen alſo thele many hundred yeres 
kept and preſerued {ound and whole the precious perle of right 
faith and belete,as-longe as we-remain Redfaks in the faith 
firſt placed and graffed am6g ys,as long as we kept. that which 
was committed vnto ys,a5 longe 4s we, wauered, not fram the 
golpell firſt receaued and vniuerſally preached thrqughall the 
worlde,as $.Paule willeth vs.But after we beganne toalter and 
pooliſh after our owne newe:deuiſes this aungigatperleſolog 
keptamonge vs,ſo vniuerlally made of and atrtng,, afee We 
forlookeths fitſt paterne off the. Chriſtenfaith delipered vato 
vs,we haue fallen 1n to plenty of herefies., fromtjone herely to 
another, from Lutheri to ſacramentary.andſo forth,we ſtande 
alſo in daungertofall (as other countres haue.done before: 
from a falle Eich to no. faith, from hereſy;to paganilme,] 11.1! 
The which lamentable and dreadfull: ſtate to theentgntwe 
may by the example of other countres , and by the adyertiſe- 
ment of the Apoſtle beware and eſchew*, to the entent we leſe 
not vtterly in time this ineſtimable treaſure off @ur Chriſten 
faith,that we may remembre vnde exiderimys , from, whence 
we haue fallen, l haue thought good to puttheein mind,Chri« 
{ren Reader)of this precious iewell of our faith in pans aps} 
| an 
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"and of whatmanerit was, when wefirſt receinedit, how and 
when weeattieby it,” what force -and authorite it ought ta 
beare with vs,, and laſt of all how farre and wide it varieth 
fr the pretended falle Faith of thele wicked daics.As touching 
the former'pointes, what thefaith' firſt planted among vsen» | 
pon was,how and whenyereceiued it,bicauſe it isa matter 
iſtoricaltin an Hiſtory'ye ſhall reade it. As concerning the la» 
ter pointes ,of what authorite the faith then planted ought ts 
be,and how notoriouſly thefalſe faith of this time pretended, 
drfiereth from thelame;bicaulſe it is a matter of doarine,a mat» 
terto be tried by lertiing, in'a treatiſe by itſelfe as farre as our 
abilice ſerueth,1eſſall-be proiied and tried, The hiſtory which 
muſtreporte the faith frke planced amongevs, ſhal be no ſtory 
of our ownedewmſing,no late compiled matter,where bothe for 
vncertairite of thinyes ſo longe paſte, we' might be much ro 
ſeke Arid for the cale of comroucrlies/ now moued , paitidlite 
| VUINTERy beſuſpetted ; burit ſhal bearrhiſtorywriten inthe 
freſhreyobrmince of our firſt'Apoſtles,writen aboue 800.ycres 
paſt;vvritenVfarighe lerned and holy Father of Chriſtes chur- 
che;ofa eeuineremin of oures lung and flouriſhing ſhortly af- 
tet the fulffbphntedatnonge vs . Ofthe Author ofthis His 
ig Ar rin apeogathr ay oo we ſhall preſently ſptake ,ifwe 
firſt admorfſhthee,centle Reader, thattonching the 'treatiſe 
to fortifie this fatth; and thereforecalled, A Fortreſie of the faith 
4 oor; Yoon. Trp Se: cocernifigal that therin 
ſhall bexftited ;yowrike the paines to readerhelntrodudic or 
RAeRiptertherof In it you thal ſee'whar the whole:comaineth, 
whit is of you to be looked for and ofme' eo be perfourmed. 
*  Totiching the Author of this Hiſtory, he was a countrema 
of ouresbortie in tlie Northe countre, by 'Weimouth not farre 
fre Dytrhi.Ho flounſhed in'the yere/530.He was ami.of great 
lerning and Vertu; much'reuertced nor only at home;bur alſo 
through out al Chriſtends,cut in his life;rime and niuch _ 4 
| : Pt 


TO THE EELDER ; 
aſter his death. Of his rare lerning and knowleadg his writin- 
ges yett extant,are a clere and ſufficient teſtimony . The pro- 


eeſtants of Bafill haue of lace yeares fett forths his whole Offie 
workes how extant, in eight comes contayning four great vo- erning, 


lumes. Inthemna th that S. Bede was a man vniuer- 
fally ene in all good lerming, as well of humaniteand phuloſo- 
hie as of diuinte , experr off the tounges , ready in hol 

Flavin , perfetly conuerſant inthe olde fathers. Hewas Fl 


greata folower of S. Auguſtin, the worthyeſt piller of the chur- 
che ſence the Apoſtles ame, that his commentarics ypon holy 


Scriptures borhe of the olde and newe Teſtament ,are allmoſt : 


worde for worde out of S.\ Auguſtin . He was ſo Qhyent a rea- 
der of that lerned Father, that whereas in the wordes of $. Au- 

ſin no perpetuallcommentary ypon theepiſtles of S . Paule 
Lang extant, and yet that. ad Puke in divers places of 
hislerned workes hauing by occaſion touched and expounded 
euery text'of thole epiſtles ; Yenerable Bede for the greatpro- 
fit of his poſterite, asa man. borneco edifie Chriſtes Church, 
hath fo gathered tholeſcartered places outof the mayne ſea off 
S.'/Augufſtins workes, thar placing them in arderandfacion,he 
madeaiuſt and full commen 
with'S. Auguſtins ownewordes,; nonng tothe reader all waies 
the booke and chapter of S. Auguſtin, from whence he had ca- 
ken thoſe places . This worke1s intituled ColleFanea Bede . In 
which worthy worke,we may doubte whom to maruaile more 
at or commend.'S. Auguſtin which had fo oftz. un his workes 


tary yponall theepiſtles of S.Paul | 


treated of S. Paul,and omurted no one ſentece rnexpounded, or * 


S. Bede which lo gatheredinto a iuſt commentary the layinges 
ofS. Auguſtin, meaning no ſuch thinge. As S. Bede wasa gre- 
at writer, ſo he was a continuall preacher. His homclies yer ex- 
canedoteſtifie , made not only vypon thc ghaſpells and epiſtles 


of the Sondaics through out the: ycare but allo. ypon the feſti< - 
wall dares of Saintes, They are to be trad in theitucn loo | 
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ecclejtaſti. 
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Cati. Vir. 
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of his workes , Thoſe homilies of his were ſo highly eſtemed. 


that ( as Trithemius reporteth ) they were openly readinchur- 
ches, while he yet lyued , through out our countre;, Euen as we 
reade of holy Ephrem that lerned deacon of :Edefla ;; that his 
writingesalfo were openly read in. churches ;next after holy 
ſcripture. ' "After his death they. were receued of other par- 
tes of Chriſtendom , Fraunce eſpecially ( as Platin noteth) 
and aretothis daye read-in prinapall foltes with no lelle au- 
thorite-and reuerence then the homahes/ of S , Ambrole ,-S. 
Auguſtin,S.Gregory,and other.Briefely the whole occupation 
ana buſinefle of this lerned man was , to lerne, to teache and to 
write,asin his owne wordes placed after che ende of this hiſto» 
ry he recordeth him ſelfe . Againe for the more commendation 
of his lerning, itis'to be remebred what lerned ſcholers be had. 
Amonge thereſt the moſt famous were(as Polidore ſpecitiech) 
Rabanus;, Aleuinus , Claudius; and Joannes Scotus},not!thg 
ſ{choleman bur an bther of S . Beaets order . "Theſe were all fa+ 
mous and lerned writers,as in Trnitheraius who hath write their 
lives the lemed may reade. Alcuinus'S .-Bedesſcholer beings - 
fenrof Offa-kinge of the. middleengliſhmen in .embaſlage-to 

Chirlemain the firſb and:moſt glorious Emperour of che Ger: 
mans, ' was for his'vertu and lerning retained with the Enipes 
rour , and became his ſcholemaſter and inſtrudter in all kinds 
of good lerming . He taught after at Paris , and periuaded the 
Emperour Charlemaintoerett there an vaigerinte:whichbey 
ginning with chat vertuous/fountaine$. Bedes ſcholerand our 
countre man , welce now to whata great Tuner it hath mula, 
plied, and how many lerned' men thele viz. hundred yeares and 
vpwardehaue from thence ben dermed. To returne to S. Bede, 
he had two lerned brothers , Srrabo., and Haymo bothe famous 
writers and lightes of the church | as m Honorius, Tnuhemi 
Platin,and other eecleſtaſticall writers itmay beſene. And thus 
a Wh which who meant 
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TO THE READER. 2 
his lerned'workes, lately ſett forth ( as fared) and much con» 
mended by the proteſtants the ſelues of Baſill . For more ſati(- 
fying the engliſh reader, I will after the preface'place his whole | 
life Forty writen by Trithemuis,with the enumeration-of cex- . _ 
tain of his workes in his ime knowen, oo 0 fn 

11\ As touching the vertu of holy; S.Bede,which properly co> Ofhis 
mendeth an hiſtoriographer,and-diſchargeth him bg 


| all fur> = 
miſes and ſuſpicions of falſe reporting or poeticall fayning,yt 
may be to any well meaning'man a ſufficient argument hatey 
ven from the-age of..ſeuen-yeares: (as he writeth. him ſelfe ) 
he liged in cloyſter and ſerued/allmighty God day and night in 
religion tothe laſt houreofhis life , which was thecontinua» 
ance of lxy. yeares . All which tme he ſo attended toprater, to 
daily and howrely feruing of God1n thechurch , to-priuat me- 
dications, that (as onewniteth) if ye conlider his life, ye would 
thinkehe had ſtudied nothing and againeif ye behalde his ſtu+ 
dy, ye would ſuppoſe hehad ſpent-no. amen prater. 'Borhus 
great vertu and modeſty he was inhis life time called! Yentrablt tn vie 
Bede,as Trithemius noteth;; of whom alſo Platinain that ſence **<<- 
ſpeaketh, ſaying. Beds preter grece atque latinie ingue dofirinem 1 11ax.. 
ou non meduucriter tenzat;ob religionem ertam arque modeſtiam Vei | 
nerabilis copnomentum adeptuceft. Bede was ſurnamed. the Ver 
nerable for hisreligion-and modeſty ; befide that he-was lerned 
in the Grzke-and Latin tounge .. Polydore alleaging Bedein ;, , 
the hiſtory ' of oure countre, citeth hum with thele ticles. Beds 
homo <Anglus , quo nihil caftrus , nib melius , nib yerins , & cat 
Bede an engliſh man,then whom none more chaſte , none 
more Yefrtu,none of more truth;&c. With like commendation 
and reverence heis alleaged of his lerned poſterite in al ages. In 
his life time nor only at home with his owne. countremen for 
his vertu and learning he was in high eſtimation, andin greare 
_ credit with the Nobihite of our countre, bur alſo he was abro+ 
de with other Chriſten princes(bping buza monke by -profels 
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fion ) in greate eſtimation and muche reuerenced. Therefore 


Trier. lyke as we reade of S. Antony,S.Hierom , before his tyme , off 


bift. bb. 1, 


S. Bernard and other after him,all monkes and religious men, 


is 5. "thatin their priuat celles they had yer a care of publike quyer, 


F Ll ſoanne 
V;-10, 


and lyke counlellers of the whole worlde they moued princes 
to their duty ;ſo of holy S. Bede wereade the ſame .. For thus 
Plarin reporteth of him . Cum Africa & Hiſpan'ia 4 Sarracents 
occuparetur, Beda,qui erſtem temporibus fuir , hanc calamitatem hin 
reru ad Princes Chriftiani nomini ſcripts , lamentar eft ; qus 
bellum in hofte: Dt at que hominum ſuſciperent . When Atnke and 
Spayne was taken and helde of the Sarrazens,,Bede which ly- 
ued in that time, lamented this calamite in lerters wmen to. 
Chriſten Princes,to the entenr that they ſhould make warres 
againſt the enenues of God and men . Wherein bothe the ver= 

tuous/ zele and religions. care; of common quiet,un holy-$, 
Bede appereth,and the auchonte alſo whiche he badd abrode 
with other Chnſten princes is figmfied. Vnto wha allo a lir- 
lc before his death in famiharletrers he prophecied of the great 
waſte of Europe and the Weſt church , whiche {none after his 
dearth enſued by the Sarazens .. For as Afrike by their meancs 
loſt the faith and lackerh c yet ;ſo-Spayne off late only recougy 
red the faith againe; Thus muche off. his learning and vertu, 
Other eſpecialls of his life, as where he was barge, hawe he ly- 
ued and dyed,ye maye partly reade ua hus lyfe wrutten by Thri- 
themuus, which we haue tranſlated and placed a part after the 


promagpeny in his own words folowing after thends uf chis 
uſtory. 


The Aihour of chis hiſtory beinga man of ſuche lerning 
and vertu,a countreman of oures, ane that writeth the hiſtory 
of chinges done at home,done1n his lyfe tiume,or in few yeares 
before,the memory of them being yer freih and newe , vx ſhall 
not nede truſt to perſuade the Reader in many words to geue 
credit yaro him un tuch thinges as he reporteth, Neithat may I 


fears 


TO THE READER: 3 
ſcare to prefer his te before the aurhonee or report of a- 
ny man that nowliuerh .For beſide his lerming and vertu , it1s 
to be conſidered that he liued.in a quiet time, before theſe con- V V7 he 
trouerfies which nowe fo trouble Chnſtendom, were mouedFhis hiſto- 
He is an indifferent reporter. There isnoſuſpicion of partes 4a+ 7,114. 
king,no prevudice of fauouring either ide,no feare of affection 
br miſletudgement to be gathered vpoo hum. We haue good 
cauſe ro ſulpe the reportes of Bale,of Fox,of Beacon and'lu- 
che other, whiche are p___ to maintainea wy and rob 
apt 1on: lately :{prooge ,vho rte_thinges | 

Arras yeares Sefrtrhas 44i6s, No ſuch + ena 
be made of S. Bade,who.lyucd aboue Gans hundred yeares par 
ſte, and reporteththe-planting of Chriſten religion among vs 
englilhmen,pardy:by that whiche heſawe hum lelfe , partly by 
the reporre, of fuchiwho enther lived at the firſt comngn of | 
Chruteoiiom te our.countrethem (clues, or were {che to 
ſachy; Who.3(o was no maintainer of any ſee orfation,, but, 
laedanddied in the. knowerrcammaen faith of Chriſtendom, 
which then was,and 15/'now bur one... ; | 1 v 

In this hiſtory therefore vewe and ebn{ider the coming in Ofthe | 
of Chniſten. fauthe! into oure gounhtee., the heauenly tydinges the ufto- 
brought to.ous I:ande,thecourle, encreale., and multplying'?: 
thereof. [Lhe yertuobus behauiour of oure forefathers the firſts 
Chriſten engliibmen . Peruſe and marke the. faith which they 
beleued,the hope wherein they concinued, the chanite whe: by 
they wrought, heir faith taught them. to ſubmic chem {clues 
to one {ypreme head in Cluiſtes church che, Apoſtolike Pope 
of Rome, Peters luccellour,;o/whom holy Scripture tellech vs 
the kayes wi che kingdome.of heauen were geuen . Theirfauthy war 16, 
age them all tuch thinges as are now by proteſtanrs.denied, 
as for the more part we haue out of the hiſtory gathered by a 
numbre gf differcces, placed inthe txcond part of the Fortreile. 
1huthopgaud chang tg wrought, that our dere counnreot 
* -v1D,2 "OY England 
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Englind hath ben morecnnched with: \crefted toGods 
honour,and to the fremaintenannceof good lerning,thenany 
one countre1n all Chriſtendome beſide; Gather honny lyke 
bees oute of this comfortable hiſtory of oure countre , not yes 
nim like ſpiders. Readeirwith charicable fimplicite , not withi 
ſuſpicious curiohte}, with vertuous' charite ;not with wicked 
malice. As for example. The fate of Saint G deſcnbed 
in the ſeconde booke the firſt chapter of this hiſtory reporting 
how that holy man ſeing in Rome certain of our countremen 
ſette to be ſolde in the market,moued with cheir-ontwarde be+ 
OE to we and lamenttheir inward hams rot 
oly S.Bede writeth diligently as an\argument' of his greatd 
S60d zeleand tendering of Chriſtes religiow, and conſtrueth 
it tothebeſte,as no honeſt Reader can other: wyſe do. But 
baudy Bale according to the cleanes of his fprit-and-holy 
ghoſ L like a venimous ſpider being filthy and wncleane him 
elfe ſucketh outa poiſonned ſence and meaning,chargligthat 
holy mi with a moſt outragionsvice andinot to berhamed. $6 
like an other Nero(who liuing'in-lewde lechery woulde not be 
perſuaded that any was honeſt , this olde ribauld, asin other 
ſorieshe practiſed, makeththis hiſtory alſo, mimiſtring no vn» 
| honeſt ſuſpicion at al,nor geving any colour of yncleane furs 
miſing;toſerne his filthy appetit atid beftly /humour.. Ir will 
better become the godly reader, and'Chriſten hart to interpret 
al to the beſt.For in dede ,/none can'thinkeuill of other,which 
15 not cuill him (elſe, Charrte , faieth'S.Paule, thinkerh no exill;re+ 
oyſerh not of imiquire Þut is delned in yerite ; Such charite if it had 
benin Bale and his felow proteſtants,we ſhould not now haus 
had fo many lewde lies and malicious ſfurmiſes vpon the liucs 
- holy men,as are to be ſenein the workes of Bale, Fox ,and 
other. boa we 
In this hiſtory it ſhal be no loſſe time to peruſe tho lerned, 
vertuous, and zelous cpiſtles of certain Popes af 
CE Wen on I "=" $,Gre- * 
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$. Gregory,as of Boamfacius, Hononys, Vitahanus, and other* 
to the kinges of 0ur countre as wel for, the encreafing of Chris 
Ren Faich for the extirping.of Þ ; herely., tor the due 
obſeruation of Eaſter,vluchal, Chri hetherto keperh, 
aid othier like matters, While ye. akliomg remembre 
the lewdelies and-ſlaunderous reproches of proteſtants daily 
preaching and writing that aftex $.. Gregory al ifaith was loſt, 
Gods honour was trode-vnder [oy all/right,celigion. was 
onerurned-and ena the. Popes. them-lelues;,.; Berter to be- 
ftowe idle hou ſuch vertuoys leſions ax this Hiſtory, ge- 
neth, and mote arinblege notethe godly writinges of the 
Popes here alſo compriſed , then to pris out with baudy.,Balg 
the cuill lines: of our, ararber rk Who, were they as badds 
as the Phariſees ot worls; yert they are.t0. be obeyed by the. co, 
maundement/of | oup-Sauiour: in fich: chinges (as, they laicy 
though not to befoldwed jirvitheir, doihges «1 Truly; monaſte- 
ries being enowthrowen 5 I rea exam men tome. 
and perfection apperngin a5 now -Þ o 
remembraunce.of Chriſten deuotion wo hoforgoten ,if 
thehelpe of ſtories were not) 03 V9; ©, 07 oft) vir 14484 Ofthe 
> Avwogchiniyehemacifaldeo aides mendoned:in ahis hi- wen 
ſtory,nore the perſon thatreportoth them. , and the time they Ro, 
were done inzto witt,in:theprimitiiie charchof the en —Y 
tion. Atthe plantingofa ofa mince aemrougiaf God » 
the handes oCkisfanhfal for mareeudenc thereaf. lis 
in ſuch as newly'receus. the faith is noreferuents Viſions and 
and \yorking ptinirades acconipanie theſe; asliyein luc, fere 
vent goodnefſe and perfeQtion. We have. therfore rather morg 
caufe'ro lament the corrupt ſtate of qur time,anid.tha kaye col- 
de deuotion of this age,then to milcredieche perfeR vec wen IN 
of our primitiue! dew 4477 he 00 9 aj he own 
Opire th reuvelate & confoters wonefks, Jr 15: =" 
ys to-rouele and 6 2 a God, laierh 
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Ange to Tobias in holy ſcripture. Such therefore as wil thin» 

ke the miracles of this hiſtory here reported either yncredible, 

either ynprofirable and ſuch as might haue benleft or, truly 

either they muſt 'denie the author, of cauie at. Gods honour, 

Such asdenie theauthorwe wil g6t force the tobeleue him.We 

make it not a matter of ſuch heceſlite or importauuce. Yet this 

I thinke I may be bold to require them thar they beleue as farre 

S.Bede,as they do the Aftes and monuments of Fox:;the ſto» 

vie of Bale;and ſuch other .” I thirike nao: {finne! to: marchs 

Venerable Bede with any of them in any reſpe& eitheroft ler 

ning,honeſty or truche. It may rather ſauourof finne or arleſt 

off wronge iudgement,and great partialite to beleue Bale and 

diſcredit Bede:the one being notoriouſly bent to ane (ide, the 

'other' without al ſuſpreis off fauouring}! any fide:rheonealate 

knowenr naughty man,the othera co fled holy:man of al the 

Latiticliurch.Laſt of gl the one choughelemcd only oft| a few; 

theotheraccompted for excellently lerned cucn of the /prote- 

ſtants them'ſelnes , namely thole of Baſil, who.haue moſt dili- 

nely 'and' with much -commendaton/pabliſbed:his workes, 

Bur 1 may leme to do iniury to thatholy-mango copare him 

with any 6Foutrdaies;glory heneuerfo muckofthe ſprit or off 

the ghoſpell.T'o returne therefore to the matter nh indifferent 

Reader hath any cauſe to diſcredit the miracles reported in this 

Hiſtony, ifhe will katie atreieto the pe that writeth , and 

to the-timo/ in//Which cheoy- wore wrought, Nay rather itis 

rio fmall:arganient for the! confirmation 'of our - Catholike 

farth; planted amonge vs engliſhmew, chatat che planting chor- 
offach niiractes | were-wroughc.” Of this argument 1n the - 

ca).3. ſecondpart ofthe Forereſſewe haue more at large. Tg 

Thatthe hab plice Leefergerho Reader, 37 01,01 517 10 0.011091» 

.; Eugitey 112TH oecherwilo-the Hiſtory for tho|often miracles: here rey 

"bc 141 Ped? ſemie'eo any miawraine; fabulous , or yacredible, ham 

ro%* ratneſtly' L cequite diligently.to-potulrs and bars —_— 


TO THE'READBER. 5 
which foloweth: Firſt gr y in anecclefaſticall hiſtory, 
in a hiſtory writen off (_ n wy gs narra- 
tion of matters ning to God,to faith, and to religion , it 
hath cuer ſo I anjewen, Chriſten writers, that _—_ 
much and often mencion hath ben made. Who ſo the 
ecclefiaſticall hiſtoriesof Euſebius Pamphulus and of Rufhnus, 
the tripartit hiſtory of Socrates , Sozamenus and Theodore, 
the hiſtory of Euagrius and Nicephorus,he ſhall findein them 
ſtraunge and miraculous matters in the l1ues of holy me repor- 
ted. Por example of fuch,Euſebius reporteth of Narciſſus a ho- 
ly man that light lacking in the charch all the oyle of thelam- 
pes being ſpente, he made by prajerwell water to (erue in ſtede 
of oyle,and the lampe light to burne by that. Alſo of the ſame 
, man he writeth that whereas three men had periured them 
ſelues in an accuſation againſt him, eche ane wiſhing to him 
ſelfe diuerſe = 
&, 


ges and vengeaunce from Gad if thar accuſa- 
tion was falſe,cche one had ſooneafter the plage that he wiſhed 


falling 


in Czſarea of Phznicia,where alſo an other image 
the woman cured by Chriſt of the bluddy flixe, which herbe 
after that by groweth it roucherh the braſen hemmeof the 
Images garment,it cureth deſcaſes of all ſorte. Ruffinus in like 
maner in his ecclefiaſticall hiſtory reporteth miraculous things 
of Spiridion the holy biſhop of Tremithune in Cypyes, as 
that when certain theues would haue ſtolen of his ſhepe , and 
came to the foldein the night time for that purpoſe, he found 
them in the morning faſt bounde without; any man to binde 
them. Who finding the in ſuch caſein the morning,and ynder- 
tlranding the caulscherof abſolai ne,quos meritts Vinixerat. 
He looled them by his worde , whi 


- 


14.6.t4.9 


n himeuidently and miraculouſly. The ſame writer *7-<8 
reporteth of an herbe growing before an imageof our Sauiour 
Randeth of 


Lib.1.44s 


| before had bound them -. 
by his merites , ſaith the Hiltory . Againe whereas a certaine 
f:cnde of hus had left wich us daughter Irence by name,a certain 
| pleadg 
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: . THE PREFACE: / ” 
eadg , and the maide minding to kepe it ſure hydingat ynder 
_ 4 , and dying ſhortly 03 jp telling the Father. 
any thing thereof,the party came looneafrer torequire the ple; 
adg,Spindion the holy biſhop not being able otherwiſe to fin 
deitabour his houſe,and ſeing the poore man greuouſly lame- 
ung theloſſechzreof,wenthaitely.to the graue where the mai-= 
delay,and called her by her name: - /Who1traighr anſwering 
him: he'aſked her where ſhe had laied the pleadg of ſuch a man, 
| Which the maideforthwith told him,and he therups founde it, 
and reſtored it to the party. Thus much and morereporteththe 
Li1.c.8, eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of Rufhnus writen about the yere of our 
10.4452. Lordegoo.If would\randypon the recirall of other; muxacles 
7 inthathiſtory reported done-at the Croſſe of Chriſt founde 
mid. wi. Ont by Helena,done by a;captiue Chriſtian woman in Ibena, 
p«rt.li1.c, done by theſcholers of S.Antony the eremite, Ifidorus , Moy- 
$0 ſes, and: other:1If I ſhould likewiſe make a particular recitall 
_ 74 of the miracles mencioned inthe tripartit Hiſrory wrought by 
Torr lib. the Croſſe of Conſltantin,of the vifions of Amos and Anto- 
$<:29- ny theeremires,alfo of Piammon the monk, of the miraculous 
cures and prophecies by Ioannes a monke alſo , of the viſions 
-and miraculous cures wrought at Coftatinople 1n the Catho- 
Lib.7.c.5. ike oratoryof Gregory Nazianzen , it I ſhould againe touche 
#,22. the miracles wrought by Symeones that famous Anchoret, 
and of anumber + puts. of the Hiſtory of Euagrius and 
Li. 4a Theodorer,I ſhould paſſe the bondes and meaſure of a preface. 
bobes. Te ſhall be ſufficicr generally(as I faied )to note that al eccleſia- 
ſticall Hiſtories ( Ph as this Hiſtory of Venerable Bede 1s) do 


Themor Alwaies by occaſion intermingle miracles in the liues of holy 


lened -Mmenand hohtes of Chriltes church, 
tathers of 


fy Yea this kinde of wrute hath be thought ſo profitable and 
v.C.yeres neceflary for the church-of Chriſt, for cohrmation of the faith, 


hai wit- 


we: for exaple of good lite, for the glory of God, that the belt and 
lucs, : molt lerned writers un Chultes church haue occupied their ſta- 


dics 


TO THE READER, 6 
dies therein . Athanaſins wrote the life of S. Antony the Abbats 
and ſo much commendeth the-knawleadg teinal aher in the 
preface he ſatcth:Perfe Haeft ad yirrutem vie Antoniumſcire quid 
fueric.It1s a perſe& waie to vertu,to know whata man Antony 
was: Gregory bilhop of Niſſa., brother to S.Bafill, wrote the li- 
ues of holy Ephrem, and 'Theodorus the Martyr. $. Hierom r,w.z. 
wrote the lines of Paulus , Hilarion ,/and- Antony monkes.S. 
Ambroſe wrote the liues of S.Agnes;S.Thecla,S, Soter,and bo 
Pelagia,all Martyrs and virgins. of Chriſtes church. Euſebius row inex- 
Emuſſenus wrote the liues of  Geneſ1us, Epiphodius , Alexan- —_— ad 
der Mattyrs of Chaltes church alſo.Prudentius wrote in yerlc 4p 
the lies and miracles of many Saints . Theodoret that lerned ho _ 
biſhop of Cyrrha wrote a great book of Saints liues, intituled = 
Philotheus whereof he maketh ofte mention 1n his eccleſiaſtical ,; , : 
hiſtory . SeuerusSulpitius an eloquent writer of more then £..c.30 
twelue hundred. yeares paſte , wrote the | miraculous hfe 74:25 
off Saint Marnne.Saint \Auguſtine in his bookes - De. aui- Li.22.c.8 
De , among other arguments and tokens of che Chriſten faich 
reakoneth.vp in a ſerre chapter londry miracles wrought at the 
toumbes andrelikes of holy Martyrs , eſpecially of $,Steuen. 
Brefely zf we will haue an eye'to holy ſcripture it ſelfe, we fin- 
dein the foure cuangeliſtes beſ1de the heauenly doctrine; beft- - 
de the tydinges of our ſaluation, belide the-myſteries of oure  _ 
redemption, the miracles allo wrought by our Sautour moſte $ 
diligently expreſled,and of the three which firſt wrote parti- 
cularly repeted;we finde in in the Actes of the Apoſtles, many 
miraculous cures,and expulſions of wigked {pirirs wrought by 
the Apoſtles.In the bookes of the kinges likewiſe manifolde 
miracles and thinges(otherwile vncredible) are reported to bg 
done by Elias and Heliſens the prophets, To conclude there- 
fore, thus preſent hiſtory of Venerable Bede, this hiſtory of the 
church of England ( our dere countre) containi ng in it belide 
the tultorical garrau9 of che comng in of vs engliſhmen ing 
| | DS 7, Tra B 3 this 


- THE PREFACE S 
this lande,and of attaining to the faith off Chriſt. in the/ſame 
manifold miracles,and particular lives'ofholy men, as of faint 
Auguſtin, Paulinus, Mellitus and other our firſt Apoſtles, off 
lerned Theodoret and Wilfrid , of the holy biſhops Aidan of 
Scotland,S.Cutbert ; $. Iohn of Beuerlake,S . Chadde, S. Er- 
kenwald of England,of S.Ofwald , of $. Audery and diuers 0+ 
ther religious virgins,inthe very ſpringe and firſt frutes of our 
Chriſten faith,ought notto'any Chriſten man ſeme a vaine, 
fabulous,or incredible narration, ore then the hiſtories of 0+ 
ther Saintes liues no lefſe miraculous and different from the 
common trade of men(eſpecially in the lewdeloole liberty of 
this wicked time)than are the lines and doinges mentionedin . 
this hiſtory , ought to ſeme: being yer writen of the moſt ler- 
ned fathers in Chriſtes church aboue named,and in the pureſt 
time of Chriſtianite , by the aduerſaries owne confeſ[10n, to 
witt:all within-the compaſle off the firſt v. ©.yeares. And as 
Theodoret 1n the preface of his Philothews warneth the Chri- 


ſten Readers not to diſcredit any thinge by him to be mentio- 
ned in that hiſtory of ſaintes hues , fo will I with his wordes, 
warne the ſtudtous Reader hereof , ſuch as eſteme the 1udge- 
ment of the holy and lerned Fathers . Theodorer ſaieth, and 
nj. Lin the name of Venerable Bede faie the ſame. Eos quu in butzs 
theun. biftorie leronem inciderint,aro arque obfecro, &3e , Thole whiche 


an _— to reade this hiſtory ( ſaieth Theodoret) I praye 
of Theo- 2nd beleche that if they findeany thing writen, which paſſerh 
dorer tou- their power, they do yet beleue it,not meaſuring the vertu and 
racles, power of holy men , with their owne vertu or power. For 
God geueth gifres vf the holy Ghoſte to the godly,and more 
excellent toſuch as excell in godlynes. And this I ſpeake to 
them whuch are not acquainted with the ſecret works of God. 

For ſuche as haue wel ſerched and tried the ſecrets of the holy 
Ghoſt, they knowe and feele his bountifulnes,and dowel vn- 
' derſtand what God among men worketh by me,yhen by the 


- 


TO THE READER, ” 
mighty power of miracles he draweth the vnbeleuers to the 
knowleadg of him. Truly whoſoeuer will fticke to credit ſuch 
thinges as we ſhal report , no doubt buthe will alſo Ricke and 
ſagger,ro beleue the miraculous workes of Moyles , of Ioſue, 
of Elias and of Elizeus. Yea the miraculous workes of the A- 
poſtles,he will accompr for very fables . Otherwiſe , if he wil 
beleue thoſe otherthinges to be al true , why wil he miſtruſt 
cheſefor falſe?For the 7h grace of god which wroughtin the 
other, hath alſo wrought in theſe holy men all ſuch thinges as 
they did.For this grace being continual and euer running,ten= 
dring alwates ſuch as make them ſelues worthy thereof , by ſu- 
_ che men,as by certain riuers,kepeth her mayne courſe,and flo- 
weth moſt plentifully. Thus farre Theodoret . For in dede , as a, ether 
S. Auguſtin ſaieth ſerching out thereaſon how we that liue are vu of 5. 


viſited of holy men departed this worlde, A ly ſunt humanarum L 


SS 
limites rer um,aha diumerum figna Virtutum , aha ſunt que natu- "<jr0 mor 
ralter alia mirabuliter fuunt, quamus & nature Deus afttt vt fit, <4 "a6 
& miraculy natura non defit . The bondes of mans abilite,and 
the ſignes off Gods power be diverſe. Some thinges are done 
naturally,ſome miraculouſly:though yet bothe God helpeth 
nature , and natureconcurreth in miracles. And therefore S. 
Auguſtin though(being yet ſo excellently lerned) he could by 
no reaſon finde out how holy men departed this worlde mira- 
culouſly worke here on earth (as in the ſame place he expreſle- 
ly confeſſeth )yet he reporting how that Iohn that holy Mon- 
ke appeared in a viſion by nighttoa godly woman feruently 
deſiring to ſee and talke with him, and how he heardit by the 
mouth of one which lerned it of the party her ſelfe, and of her 
huſband he faieth, Qui hoc abets comperit,retulit mbi vir. graun, Caq.v7. 
& nohuls, &r digmſ[imus, credidi, One which vnderſtode this 

of tHe parties them ſelues ; reported it vnto me; a ſober man 

a worſhipful and worthy of credit, I beleued him, But(ſaicth 

S. Auguſtin un the wordes immediatly folewing)if Lhad ſe- 

5 , latin roar B 
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ne that holy Monke my felfe,bicaule,as they ſaie, he was both 
very gentle to be aſked,and very wile to make an{wee,l would 
haue atked of him(rouching this matter ) whither he him ſelfe 
came to that woman in his {lcape,that 1s,his goſte in the ſha 
of his body ,as we alſo do dreame 1n vurbodies , or whither he 
him ſclf being otherwiſe occupied, or if he {[capt, dreaming fo- 
me other thinge,ſuch a vihon yer of him appeared to the wo» 
m3 1n her dreame, either by an Angel,or by ſom other meanes, 
and that by the ſpirit of prophecy he forcknew all this,and the- 
refore promiſed before to her huſbandethat he woulde ſee her. 
For ft he hym lelfe was prelent to the woman in her drea- 
me , truly chat was done by miraculous grace not by nay 
ture , by the ghifte off God, not by his owne power. Burtiff 
he being otherwiſe occupied,or {leaping hym lelfe , and occu- 
pied with other - $0288” , yet the woman fawe hym in hee 


ſleape , truly then it ſemeth not much vnlike to that we 
reade in the Adtes of the Apoſtles , where our Samiour ſpeaketh 


to Ananias of Saul, and telleth him , that Saule did ſee Ananias 
coming toward him, Ananias him ſelf not knowing any thin 
thereof . Which fo ener of all theſe that man of God ſhould an» 
{wer vnto me, I would farder yet atke him touching the Mar- 
tyrs, whither they them ſelues be preſent in viſions, or by ſome 
other meanes do appeare to {uch as {ee the in what forme they 
liſt and ſpecially whe the dewils in mes bodies cofeſle that they 
are tormented of them, and del11e them to ſpare them, or wht- 
ther all thele thinges be done at the will of God by the Angeli- 
 Eall powres forthe honour and commendation of Saints,and 
for £ prof of men,the martyrs thene(elues being in the me- 
ane,in moſt perfe& quiett, occupied with more excellent figh- 
tes ſeuerally trom vs and praying fo for vs . Forat Millain alſo 
at the toumes of the holy Martyrs Prorafius and Geruaſius, the - 
deuills naming them, as alfo other departed men, confeſſed allo 
biſhop An:brole then luing,and cned ypon hum to ſpare them, 


ales wk 


TO THE. READER; 8 
the biſhop then being otherwiſe occupied, and not knowing at 
all thereof. Laſt of al whither theſe thinges be ſome times done 
by the very preſence of the Martyrs , ſometime by the muniſte- 
ry of Angels, and then whitherit may be diſcerned of ys,and by 
what tokens we may diſcerne 1t , or whither none els can di(- 
cerne it,but ſuch as hath that gift by the Spirit of God diuiding 
peculiarly tocuery oneas he willeth. Al theſe thinges,I thinke, 
this Iohn would diſcufle and declare vnto me: that either at his 
teaching I mightlerneand knowe ſuch thinges to be true and 
certain,orels I might beleue without knowleadge, he teaching 
yetſuch thinges as he knew . Butif perhaps he would anſivere 
to all theſe my doubtes out of holy Os and ſaie vnto me. ecdeſy, 


Seke not ſuchthings as paſle your capacite,nor ſerche not after 
that which excelleth your abilite, but what our Lorde hath co- 
\ maundedyou, thinke vpo thoſe thinges allwaies, I ſhould glad- 
dy take this anſwer allo. Nonentm paruus ft fruftus, fi aliqua Note. 
obſcura & —_ comprehemdere non'valemus , clarum certum- 


ue fit nobis non eſſe quarenda , & quod vnuſqulane Wult diſcere , 
; __ prodeſſe fi id , diſcat non hf fi my 4a it 15 no yo. 
profitt,if in luch darke and doubtefull matters as by reaſon we 
can not finde , yet we may clerely and euidently fee that ſuch 
thinges are not by reaſon tobe founde. And that every one de-= 
firous to knowe,thinking ſuch knowleadge might profitt him, 
may lerne itis nedeleſſe to knowe , which he cannot polst- 
blyknowe. Thus farze S. Auguſtin in that place, beleuing the 
miraculous operations of haly Martyrs , and viſions of holy 
men,though he could nor attaine to the reaſon of either other. 
Inlike maner he beleueth that S. Felix the holy Confeſſour off £35. codew 
Nola , when that cyte was greuoully alsicged, nom ſolis beneficio- ©4*5+ 
rum effeibus, Tverum etiam ipfii keminum aſpeAibus apparuiſce, 
not only by m!Taculous workes and preſent tluccour, 4a by e- 
uident vition and common fight appeared ynto men. Such vi- 
tons ſuch muracles holy and lecacd men ticke not to beleue, 
wo REELS Ra though 
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THE PREFACE | ' 
though the reaſon therofthey perce not vnto. And euenſo ſuch 
holy and miraculous examples as abund inthis Hiſtory,though 
they can not perhaps ſinke in to the hartes of proteſtars, whoſe 
Faith is Iimited by reaſon , and builded ypon worldly witt, yet 
z.Cor.15, Catholikes which haue lerned of $ Paul: ro ſubdue their ronders 
| c.. \, ftanding to the obedience of faith,and whole faith is guided by Che+ 
10+ 3" rite which beleueth all thinges , as the Apoſtle allo teacheth , can 
Here'ikes eaſely beleue the report of ſo holy and lerneda man,as Venerable 
beleve mi Bede in all Chriſtendom hath thele many hundred yeares ben 
rad. accompted. Let proteſtants folowe the Arrians, which when a 
blinde man was reſtored to fight at the roumes of S. Geruaſ1us 
Confeſ.lib. and Protaſius at Millain $ . Ambroſe then being biſhop, and S, 
Auguſtin notyet chriſtened being then preſent allo, ſaid yet 
'Serm. 9i. (as S. Ambroſe writeth of them ) Non ſunt iſti martyres,nec tor» 
quere diabolum poſſunt , nec aliquem kberare . Thele are no Mar- 
tyrs, they can not torment the dewill , they can not helpe men, 
And againe . Arianidicunt . Non ſunt demonum vera tormenta, 
ſed ficta & compoſite ludibria. The Arrians do laie, Thele are not 
true torments of the deuills, but fayned and imagined illuſions, 
Let proteſtants folow their forefathers , olde curſed heretikes, 
let > {coffe at the miracles doneat the toume of $ . Alban 
that holy Martyr, and of $. Cutbert that holy Confeſſour. We 
will with Theodoret , with $ . Auguſtin and with S. Ambroſe 
beleue ſuch vertuand miraculous power of holy Martyrs and 
Confefſours mentioned by Venerable Bede , as they beleued the 

report of good men , before them, | 
For the farder contentation of the Reader in this pointe, 
beſide all whiche hath ben faied, we ſhall in the hiſtory ur ſelfe, 
when ſtraunge and yncredible miracles and viſions ſhal oc- 
Curre, note inthe margin other lyk: examples auouched by 
the moſt approued writers of the primitive churche. To make 
an ende,if all this ſufhſerh not to bends this hiſtory from the - 

cauilles of proteſtants , bicaule of the miracles here _—_ 

, 


TO THE READER, "= 
ted.chen let them ſhewe a reaſon why the Ates and 'Monu- 
ments of M. Fox , deſerue not the lyke. Are there notalloin 
that donghcll heaped a number of miſerable miracles to ſette Proteſties 


pretende 


Forth the glory of cher ſtinking Martyrs ? Ireport me to the miracles, 
leaues of that booke, pagi. 95.183. 209. 251.389.416.433-442.443« 
44-4.520.645.668.878.8311040.1355.1 670.1677.In al which places 
miracles {uch as they be,are tobe tond. And to ſpeake fomwhat 
particularly,he that 1n this huſtory will diſcredit ſuch miracles 
as S.Bede reporteth vps report of one brother or fiſter,let him 
geue a reaſon why he beleueth the rale of Elyzabeth Lawnſon ,,.g,,. 
and Sym6 Harl{ton. Who miſtruſteth miracles reported vpon 
conieRure,let him confidre the miracle tolde of Tindall. Ifis **'5*** 
ſeme incredible that the bodyes of dead men may remaine vn- 
corrupted and ſounde , why 1s it toldefor a nuracle that the 
hart off Zwinglius was found whole 1n the aſhes,all the reſt of 2.4 4 4+ 
the body being burned vp?If viſions appearing to ſome, notto 
al that are preſent ſeme fabulous, let it pt afable(asin dedeitis, *xg- 355» 
being thereofeye witneſle my ſelfe)that he telleth of Latimers 
hart bloud , when he ſuftred in Oxford: If che Croſle of faint 
Oſwaldeſemea ſuperſtitious tale, how much more fonde and 
fabulous is the tale of one thatſuffred at Bramford, with a gre- 1670s 
ate white croſle, appearing in his breſt? Thus if we may copa- 
re truth with falſhood , light with darknes , true miracles with 
light tales, we ſce as _ yncredibilite.jf we looke to reaſon, 
as great vanitein reſpet of the matterit ſelf jn the one as in the 
other.But how farre more credit this auncient hiſtory of Ves 
nerable Bededeſerneth then the liyng hbels of vpſtert lea» 
ries,it ſhal(as I haue already ſaied)ealely appeare,if we conlider 
but che Authour of this hiſtory,and the time that he wrote in, 
Whereof we haue fpoken at large before. One thingeremai- 
neth,which w_ {aied.l ſhall haue finiſhed , Concerning the 


proper names of places,as of cyties and monaſteries' mencio= 


adn the luſtory, we haue many tymes kept che Latin or rather 
S4x0n 
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Saxon names:where Polydore and other inſtructions conde 
not helpe vs to call them by gon 1m names they now be- 
are. Wherein we dehire the gentle Reader the rather to beare 
with vs,confidering that this tranſlation being penned on this 
fide of the ſcas,we coulde not being out of the countre , haue 
fuch ſpeciall intelligence of eche ſhere and Counne as to that 
purpoſe was add as we might perhaps eaſely hadd, yff 
we had ben at home,and trauailed the countre our felues.Not- 
withſtanding as touching the ſheres ,principall cyres,and di- 
vers monaſteries, by the helpe of Polidore we haue termed 
them,as they are now called. Whereby the whole courle of the 
hiſtory ſhall be euery where perſptcuous and euident,thoughe 
{ome certaine {mall monaſteries and villages remaine vakno- 
wen. How fo euer it be,the principall intente bothe of Venera« 
ble Bede and of vs being the honour of God, the publiſhing off 
our firſt Chriſten faith,the courſe and proceding thereof , we 
baue choſen rather to ſett forth the hiſtory in fome part barba- 
rous the to conceale frs our dere countre(in thele neceſlary ti- 
mes of 1nſtrutton )the precious treaſure of our Chriſte belete, 
wherein we were hiſt baptiſed,and haue ſo many hundred ye- 
ares in ſuch quiet and felicite continued. Truſting verely in al- 
mighty God that the peraſing hereof, with the Fortreſle and 
detence of out faith, preſently alfo fer forth, may ſtaie the con- 
(cience of ſome from daungerous decentes of this laterreligion 
{o dire&ly and in ſo. many pointes repugning the other. Which 
if it may pleaſe the goodneſſe of God to worke 1n the hart of 
any one of my d:re countremen, I ſhall thinke all my labour 
happely beſtowed , and my ſimple paines abundantly rewar- 
ded.In the meane we haue declared our good wil,and donein 
t our duty. V Vhiche with all thats amiſle, if any thinge ſo: | 
,I beſeche euery gentle Reader toacceptin good part. Fare 
welL Art Louan, Thbe1z;ot Iune.t565. | 
_—_ Thomas Stapleton. 
THE 


THE LIFE OF S. BEDE: 
WRITEN BY TRITHEMIVS. 


Edea monke and prieſt of the monaſtery of S.Pete? 
and Paul,of S.Benets order in England,a man in ho- 
ly ſcripture much conuerſant and very well lerned. 
In other good way of great knowleadg . Asin philoſophie, 
Aſtronomie,Algoriſme and Poetry.Skilful of the greke tonng: 
of an excellent witt.His tounge and ſtile not curious, bur plea- 
ſunt and ſemely . He wrote many volumes in the which his 
witt and lerning is tried . This man atthe age of ſeuen yeares, 
was by his Frenkes committed to Benedi&us , and after to Ce- 
olfridus the Abbbat of the forſated monaſtery,at * Murmouth, *4t VVa 


mouth at _. 


to be brought vp and inſtructed. From the which age continu- theriver 


ing all daies of his life in that monaſtery , he beſtowed all dili- ores 
gence in the ſtudy of holy ſcripture. And obſeruing with all dabuer 
the rule of his order,finging daily gods ſeruicein the church,in % PY- 
the reſt he delighted allwaies,to lerne,to teache, orto write. In 

the nintenth yere of hisage he was ordred deacon . In the xxx, 

yerc he was made prieſt. Bothe which orders he receiued at the 

handes of the holy Biſhop Iohn of Beuerlake , by the comaun- 

dment of Ceoltnd his Abbat. Fro which time of his priſthood, 


yntel the ende of his life he wrote the workes here folowing. 


In Genefim vſque ad Tſaac.lib.4.. De edificatione templi. lib.z, 
In Exodum. lb.1. In principium Regum. tb x. 
De tabernaculo & vaſueins, lib.z, In oſug. kb. 
Jn N umetos. kb.s. Tn Pronerbia Salomonis, lib.z, 
In Leuiricam. hb.. In Paralipomenon, hib.z. 
- n Regum.30.queſt, kb. In Eccleftaftem. lib.1, 


n Demteronomium. kb.1. InCantica Canticoram, ibs. 


In Iudicum, . kb. In Eſdram & Neemi.m.  lib.z. 
| Ca AUinTe-_ 


In Tobiam. lb.i Martyrologium. lib.s. 
In Exaiam prophetam. tib.z. De paſione San Feligts, bb. 
In Excchielem. hib.1. Alrud minus volumen, lhib.2. 
InHieremam. kib.2. De Locasſanfii. lib, 
In Damelem. lib.i. Vitam $. Albert: epiſcopt. hib.2. 
In xij. prophetas minores. lib.n2. $Scniillaris ex ſemtenys patrii. libs, 
In epiftolas Pauli, hiþ.14, | vat hero. lib, 
In epiftolas Canomcas. kb.7. Himnor um _ carmine.lib.1. 
In Evangelium Marcis lib.4, Diftinfliones m Hieremam, hib.1, 
In Aoduke, lib.z. Lefliones nowi Teftam. hb. 
In atus Apoftolorum. Hhb.2. Leftiones in verus Teflam. bib.1, 
In Euangelium Luce, tb.6, De Chrifto & Eccleſia, hib.2. 
Geſta Anglorum. kib.s. Diftinftiones in Job. lib. 
Flores B. Gregory in Canca. ib.2. Epiſtolarum ad diuerſors, lib., 
Homilias euangeliorum. lib.2. De cantico Abacuc, kb. 
Chromcam ſui cenobij. bb.2. De ortbographia.. ..-: 
Gefta dinerſor um ſanfors, hb. De arte metrica, kb.. 
De teporibus & naturarerii. hte De ſchematihus. lib.1, 


He wrote alſo many other thinges , which are not come 
tomy knowleadge , This mans workes were of ſuch authorite, 
eucn while he yet liued , and wrote allwaics newe , that the 

were openly read in Churches , by the appointment of the byt- 
ſhops of England . And bicaule that, his homelies then read in 
the raghry, ook the name- of the Author , as the maner is, 
were intituled The Bomlie of the venerable prieft Bede , not being 
able to call him with a more honourable name while he yer ly= 
ned , the ſame title hath remained euen to this daye, Whereby 
heis rather called Venerable Bede then $, Bede, For it was not 
Lawfull to call any a Saint yet lining , Some do faine other cau- 
ſes why he ſhould be ſurnamed Yenerable . As that being blind, 
he preached to.ſtones, and of an epitaphe writen by an Angel, 
BE LE 20 adoenond , For noner Feds win bins, ae 
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ther itis knowen that any ſuch epitaphe was writen vpon his 
ſepulchre. And truly , were it notto auonde prolixite , I conlde 
eaſely confute thele folies , He departed this worlde vnder Leo 
the Emperour . In the yere of our Lorde 732. Intheyere of his 
age 72.the laſt daic of Mae, Indictoneng, 


BEDE TO THE READER. * 


All vnto whom this ſtorie of our nation ſhall come, either 
hearing it or reading it , I humbly beſeche, that for my infirmi- 
tes as well of body as of minde, they wil be interceſſours before 
the heauenly clemencie. And that every one in His countre 
will ſo awn(ivere my labour with mutual charite,that whereas. 
T haue noted in cuery prouince , ſhere, or countie, and in the 
moſt notable places thereof, ſuch thinges asI thought worth. 
the remembraunce, and pleaſaunt to the inhabitants of eche 
one,that I may for al reward haue the helpe of their godly pra- 


IIS, 
FARE WELL. 


TO THE RIGHT HO- 


NORABLE KING CEOLVEL- 


PHE BEDATHE SERAVNT 
of Chriſte and Prieſt, 


==) HE Hiſtory of thinges don in the church of 
$5.) the Engliſhe nation which of late I had fer 
1 fourth , I did both firſt very gladly ſend your 
$ grace deſiring then to haue a fight and proufe 
erof, and nowagaine do ſend 1t you, to the 
entent you may both coppy it out, and more fully at your le- 
- ſareconſiderit.I can not but highly commend this yower ze- 
le and good defyre you haue not only to geue good eare to the 
holyſcriptures, but alſo to know of things both don and ſpoke 
by OE men before your time , and Caciall of our owne 
country. For whither an hiſtory containeth good thinges don 
by good mien,the wile hearer is therby prouoked to wel doing: 
ether reporteth euill things don by ewl men , the vertuous and, 
wel diſpoſed reader neuertheleſſe is moued therby both to flye 
that is euill and noiſom to his foule , and embrace the thinge 
he knoweth to be good and acceptable vnto God. Which thing 
you wilely pondering,defire to haue the fayd hiſtory publiſhed 
both to the inſtruction of your ſelfe,and alſoto the edifieng of 
ſuch other whom God hath commutted vnto yqur gouernan- 
ce.And tothententI may put both your grace and all other 
that ſhall heare or reade it , out of all doubt of theyerite of the 
ſayd Hiſtory , I will briefly ſhew you what authours I haue 
chiefely folowed in the making therof,, The chicfeſt authour 
and aider I had in compiling this worke, was the rightreuerent 
abbat Alhinue,a mi of great learning, which being brought vp 
in the church of Canterbury vnder Theodorus Archebiſhop of 
bleſled memory,and Adrianus abbat,both me of great worlhip 
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and learning,hath procuredand ſent ynto me al ſuch thinges as 
wer don by Saint Gregory the Popes diſciples,ether in the pro- 
uince of ket,ether other places adioyning and bordering vpon 
the ſame. Which thi & {aid Abbate hath learned partly by 
writinges partly alſo by tradition of elders, and ſuch things as 
he hath in ſuch ſorte learned, he hath ſent vnto me by the bf 
des of Nothelmxs prieſt of the church of Londs,to be receiued 
ether in writting ether by mouth and relatio of the ſaid Nothel- 
mus. Which alſo going after vnto Rome was permitted by Gre- 
gorie biſhop , which 1s now head of that church,to ſearch the 
cloſettes of theſaied holy charch of Rome , where he founde 
out cerraine epiſtles of ſaint Gregonieand other biſhops there, 
and at hisreturne hath deliuered ynto vsthe ſayd epiſtles to be 
putin to our hiſtory with the counſell and adwle of the reue- 
rent father Albine aboue mencioned. So that fom the begin- 
ning of this booke vntothe time that the countrye of England 
receiued the faith of Chriſte , we learned ſuch thinges as we 
bring, gathered out of the workes offuch as had wrote thereof 
before our time. And from thence vnto this preſent ſuch thin- 

In as hath ben don 1n the church and dioceſe of Canterbury 

y the diſciples of Saint Gregory or their ſucceſſors , or vnder 

what kinge they haue ben done, we haue knowen by the 
induſtrie of the fayd Abbate Albine, at the reporte of N othel- a.zffex. 
* mw4,who alſo hath brought me in ſum parte of knowledge of DONS 
ſuch things as wer don in the prouinces of the *caſt and Þ weſt Excerer 
faxons,and alſo of the © eaſt engliſh and of the Northiibers thar (Y2'* 
15 to wit,by what biſhops Rs , and vnder what king ech folck, 
of the ſaid prouinces wer conuerted vnto the faith of Chniſt. ſtor a 
Andto be ſhorte, by theexhortation of the ſayd Albine, I was *"'84ſke- 
chiefly prouoked and enboldenedto ſet vp6 this enterpriſe. Da Nort- 
niel alſorhe moſt reuerent biſhop of the weſt ſaxons, which 1s ———_— 
yeta liue,hath inſtructed me in certaine pointes of the eccleſt- ia this 
aſtical hiſtory both of his prouince of the* South Sax65,and of ynaal 


S 


bey54 the the Ile of Wite.Now in what ſort the prouince of e Mercia, re- 
—_—_ ceiued the faith which they knew not before,and the prouince 
ward, - Of the* eaſte Saxons recouered the faith which they had 
po Hap. [Oſt before, both by the miniſtery of Ceddi and Ceadda prieſts 
there, of greatdeuotion , and how thejj.ſaied fathers both liugd and 


© Mm. died, we haue diligently lerned of the brothers of the mona- 
Land con- ſtery of Leſlinge by them erefted. Again of things don apper- 
- «roo _— tothe church in the prouince of the eaſte engliſh we 
fs haue found out partly by monuments of writting and tra- 
Feld and ditions of the foreliuers, and partly,by theinformation of the 
£-cue"'Y, reuerend Abbot Efixg. As for ſuch things as wer don in the ter- 
and ritoryof or Un 15 holy Ilond) couching the furderance 
2+ ogy of the faith of Chriſt, and what prieſts there tucceded from'ti- 

me to time,we haue learned ether by the writinges of the reue- 


rent bilhop Cynebertus, ether by the liuely voice of other men 
of good credutt. The hiſtory of the prouince of the Northum- 
bers from the time they :receiued the faith of Chriſt vnto 
this preſent , we haue gotten not by any one author, but by 
relation of many faithful witneſſes which might know and re« 
meber the ſame beſide ſuch things as by my owne expenence I 
knew. Among which you ſhal note,that ſuch thinges as I haue 
wrote of the moſt holy father and biſhop Cuthbert ether in this 
book etherin thetreatice that I haue made of his life, I haue ta«+ 
ke partly out of thoſe things which I found befor write of him 


by the brothers of the church of s Lindi/jarnii folowing ſim- © 


gThe ;r ® plely the faith of the hiſtory which I read , and partely alſo ha« 
Northi - Ue added thereunto ſuch things as I could learne my ſelfe by 
podnpn the faithful teſtimony of fuch as knew him , Ihumbly beſeche 
prop”'®” che Reader,that if he ſhal finde any thing otherwiſe then truth 
in this treatiſe, he wilnot impute it vato me,as the which hath 
endeuoured to put in writing to the in{trution of our after- 
commers ſuch thinges as we could gather by common report, 

which is the true lawe of an hulcory, E 
bane ieds o-domyeqpadaagreaged þ THE 
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THE FIRST BOOKE * 
OF THE HISTORY OF THE 


church of Englande. 


| Ofthe fituation of Britanny and Ireland, and of the people which in- 


| habited there ofowld time. 
The 1. Chapter. 


F == Ritany an Iland of the Oceane, which of owld 
9 IND YI time was called Albion, doth ſtande berwext 
EAN Re WJ | the north and the weſt, right ouer againſt Ger- 
>| () FO] many,Fraunce, and Spayne , i1j of the greateſt 

| countries of Europe . Which being eight hun- 
dred myles longe Northward , is bury hundred 
myles broade, excepte yow reckon the cabes or poyntes of the 
mountaynes which runneth owt a ,0ng far into the ſea , wherby 
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the land is in cumpaſſe * forty and eight rimes lexry myles.Of the »Thuis 
ſowth fide it hath Flaunders,the firſt hauen rowne wherot to ar- <—<—_ 
riue at for a man comyng owt of Englandis called Ruchubs , the This 


hauen whereof 1s now corruptely called * er 50 myles of haven is” 
from Calleis,or as ſome wi pr fame parny back fyde of it þy cbr 
where 1t lyeth vnto the mayne Oceane, it hath the Hes cal- "1pnu® 
led Orcades. It is an Tland very batfull of corne,frute and paſture. fea. 
In ſum places it beareth vines,it hath plentif of fowles od diuer- 
- ſe-ſortes, both by ſea and by land, of fprynges alſo and riuers full 4 
of fyſh but ſpecially of lampnles and eles. Ther be many times 'Y 
alſo take porpoſes , Dolphyns and whales,belide many kynde 
of ſhellfiſhes,among other of muſkles, in whom be founde per- 
les of all coulours as red, purple , crymſon, burſpecially white: 
theris alſo great ſtore of cockles , whereof is made the dye of 
crymſon,whoſerudd will be appalled nether with heate of ſonne 
nether with wette of wether,but the oulderit is;the more bright 
and beunfull glafſe it caſteth, It hath alſo {prynges fitt to = 
D t, 
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ſalt,and others of whott waters, where ar bnylded feuerall pla- 
ces meete for all ages as well for men as women to bathe them 
ſelues. For the water(as ſaynt Baſill writeth)runnyng thowrogh 
certayne metalles,reccueth therof ſuch yertue of heate, that it is 
not only made warme therby butalſo {kalding whot.This Iland 
is ſtored wyth mynes of ſundry meralles,as of brafle, lead , iron, 
and {yluer.It bringeth furth allo great pletyf of the Geate ſtone, 
and that of the beſt. This ſtone is blacke and burneth being put to 
the fire,and then is of vertu good to chaſe away lerpentes, If you 
rub him till he be warme , he holdeth faſt ſuch thinges as arlayd 
vnto him cuen as Aumber doth. Thus land had in it ſumtimes 
xxV11 fayre cities, belide an innumerable fort of caſtles whiche 
alſo wer well and ſtrongly fenſyd wyth walles , turrettes, gates, 
and bullwarkes.And for as much as it 15 placed right in manner 
vnder the north pole,it hath light mightes 1n the lommer,ſo that 
at mydnigt many times men dowteth whether it be yer twy- 
light of the euening paſt,or breach of the day followyng. Wher- 
by the daics be of a great length there in ſommer,as contrary the 
mightein wynter that is to wytt,xvuy howers,by reaſon the ſon- 
ne there1s {o farre go ſowthward. And {o in like maner the nigh» 
tes in the ſommer ar there very ſhorte and the dates in the wyn- 
ter that 15 to wytt yj, equinoGtall howers,where as 1n Armenia, 
Macedonia, [talia, and other countries ſubie to the ſame he, 
the longeſt day or rught paſſech not xv, the ſhorteſt ix howers, 
This Hand at this preſent to the number of the y.bookes of Ma- 
ſes,wyth v.ſfundry languages doth ſtudy and fet furth the know- 

e of one perfecte truth, that is,wyth the language of the En- 
glith,the Britannes,ths Scotts the* Pictes,and the laune , which 
by ſtudy of the ſcriprures is made common toall the reſt, Atthe 
firſt this Jand was inhabited of none other nation but only of 
the Britines,of whom it receiueth his name:which Britanes co- 
myng out of Armorica(called now litle Britany)as ut 5 thought, 
4G ynto them {clues the ſowth parte of thus land , And after 
ASSN: when 
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when they from the ſowth forward had in their poſſefiion a 
great parte of the Ile,it chaiiced that certaine hm of che Pic- 
tes coming owt of Scytha, as 1t 1s ſayd,trauailing vpps the ſeas 
witha few long ſhippes, the winde dryuing them in cumpaſle 
rownde about the coaſte of Britannye, blewe them a land on 
Irelands fyde,on the north partes therot. Which they hnding 
inhabited of the Scottes, beloughe the to allow them ſome part 
of the land, where they might 1c them lelues.Butthey coul- 
dz not obtayne their defire, This Ireland,next vnto —_ 15 
the greateſt Hand of the Occaneſea,and ſtandeth weſtward of 
Brnitanny. But as Northward it 1s not ſolonge as tt, ſo weſtward 
it1s much longer , and reacheth vnto the North partes of Spay- 
ne, hauing the mayneſca runnyng berwext., The Pies ( as 1 
haue ſayd)arriuing wyth their nauy 1n Ireland , required of the 
inhabitants, that x Au might be ſuffered, there to reſt and place 
them ſelues. The Scottes aunſered that the Iand was not bigg 
inowgh to hold them both. But we can geue you good coun- 
ſel{ quoth they ) what we thynke beſt for you to doe , We 
know well there 1s an other IHand not farre from oures ſtan- 
ding caſte ward from hence,which we may ſee owr of this land 
in a fayer{onnye day.If you will goe therther , you may inhabit 
ther at will. And it there be any rel ſtance made againſt you, we 
wil ayde you . Whervpon the Pictes arnuingin Brieanny- plan- 
ted themſelues1in che North partes therof. For as for the {owth 
wu the Bntanes had taken vpp before. And wheras the Pictes 
aung no wyues did require of the Scottes to marry their 
dawghters,the Skottes agreed to graunt them their bone, ynder 
condition,that as often as the matrer was in dow , they thould 
choole their kyng rather of the next of the howſeof the woman 
then of the man. Which order, it is well knowen the Pictes 
kepeth cuen to this day. In proceſle of yeres,after the Britis and 
the Pictes, the Skottes alſo wer recemzed in to Britanny amog ths 
Pictes, Whuch coming owt of Ireland vnder-Rewda'their Ca- 
D 2 pitaine, 
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pitaine;cither by force or frendſhip , entered andinhabited the © 
country in Scotland, which they poſſeſſed . Of which capitaine 
euen vnto this day they ar call:d dall reudins, forin their langua- 

dall figmihieth part. [relande both in bredth , holſomnes and 
F jon of ayre,far paſſeth Britanny,ſo that there ſnow remayneth 
ſkant 119.dayle to gether: and no man there for foddering of his 
beaſtes,ether maketh hay in the ſomumer,or buyldeth.tawles for 
his cattaile. There is no noyſom creping beaſt to be ſene there, 
; | no ſerpent that can hue there.For many times ſerpentes which 
. | hath ben brought thether owr of Bntanny, theſhip drawing ne- 
re vnto theland,as {one as they ar towched wyth the ſmell of 
the ayer,they dieth owt of hand. Yea more then that all thing in 
maner that cometh from the {ayd Land,js of fouerayne vertue 
againſt poyſon. And this we ſawe with oure eyes, that whe cer- 
tain men, that wer ſtinged of venemous ſerpents, had taken the 
{craping of certaine leaues of bookes which had be of Irelad;and 
had droke itin water, forthwyth all the force of the venim was 
ſtaynched,and the {welling of the tinged bodies vtterly aſſwa- 
ged. Thus Iland 15 rich in milk and hony, nor voyd of vines, fiſh 
or foule,and full of ſtagges. Thus 1s properly the country of the 
Skottes, owt of the which they uſhuing hath inhabited Britany 
being before polleſſed of the Britons and the Pictes . Ther is a 
creke of the ſea whiche ſeuered of ould time the Britons 
om the Pites,which from the weſt runneth far 1n to the 13d. 
Where vato this day there 1s a citty of the Britons very ſtronge 
and well fenſed called Alcawith. Atthe north f1de of the which 
creke,the Scottes hath come and made their dwelling country. 


How that C. Iulius Ceſar was the firſt of all the Romainsthat came 
mto Britanny. | 
The. 2. Chap, 


Al He Romains had neuer acceſſevnto Bntany,nor kno- 
A | ledgetherof vntill Caius Tulius Ceſars time . Who the 
C593 . yere from the buylding of Rome and'the- 60. 

| . befo- 
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before the incarnation of ower Sauiour Chnſt, being Conſil 
wyth L. Bibulus, at the time thar he had battell with Germany 
and Fraunce,which two countres the nuer Rhene doth ſ{cuer, 
cam into Picardy , from whence 1s a very nigh and ns [ck 

in to Britany, and wyth 80.ſhips charged wyth men - 

Fre prouiſion, paſſeth ouer iri to Britanny:where he being recei- 

ued wyth a very ſharpe and hotte byckering , and after ſhaken 
wyth a contrary tempeſt was fayne to returne in to Fraunce 

wyth the loſle of a great part of his nauy , and no ſmall number 

of his ſouldiars, and of the moſt part of all his men of armes. 

And fo for that wynter he was forced to dimifle his army:which 
being ouer paſt, heſayleth againe in to Britanny,wyth anauy of 

600. layle one and other. Where after he had arriued , and was 
nowe marching toward his enemy wyth his mayne hoſte ; his 

ſhips riding at theanker , were with a violet torme rentand caſt 
either one vppon the other, cather vppon the quick ſandes, and 

there broken 1n peces,in ſuch ſort, that xl. ofthem wer loſt owe 

of hand,and the reſt wyth much a doe repaired . Cefars horle- 

men atthe firſt encounter wer ouerthrowen of the Britannes, 

and Lehienxs one of his coronells {layne. At the ſecond encoun.- 
ter,wyth great lofſe and daunger of tus army,he put the Britan- 

nes to flight . From thence he went vnto the nuer of Tems, 
which men ſay can be waded ouer but in one place : where 

on the farder fade a great number of the Britannes warded the 
bankes,vnder Caſubellauno their capitayne, which had ſtycked 

the bottom of the river and the bankes alſothyck of great ſta- 
kes,wherof certayn remnantes vhto this day. ar to' be ſene,of 
piles of the bignes of a mans thyghe couered wyth lead Ryc- 

kyng faſt in the bottomie of the nuer, Which when the Romans 
hadeſpyedand elkaped,the Britannes,not able to ſtade the v1o- 

lence of the Romane Legions, hidd them ſelues in the woddes, 

owt of the which they ofte brekyng owrt,greatly endomagedche - 
arnry of the Romaynes,In this meane time* Tranobanruma very * Cole» 
BH Va ſtronge **. — 


— 


THE HIS'TORIE OF THE 

ſtronge citty , wyth their Capitain Androgorins yelded vnto 
Celar,deliuering x].hoſtages. Which example , other moe citties 
followyng,fell in leage wyth the Rbddy whoſe aduertifing 
Celar hawing intelligence of a ſtronge hold , that Caſlibellanus 
had buylded berwene two dykes or manſhes well fented wyth 
woddes on ech fide, faried wyth plente of all chinges,aflaylng 
wyth great force at lenght ouercomed . After that returning 
in toFraiice, hauing dimifſed his army for the wynter {eaſon, he 
was ſodenly belett wyth great tumultes of warres reiled againſt 
him on euery hde. 


How Claudius the Emperour was theſecond that came in to 
Brit -1ny, Which did alſo ſubdue the Hes Orcades, And how Veſpatian 
ſer. by um tooke the lle of wyte- 
The.z. Chap. 


F- He 797.yere from the buylding of Rome , Claudius che 
| third Emperour after Auguſt, being muchdefirours to 
| ſhew himiclfe a prince profitable vnro the common 
welth,ſought by all meanes batraile and conqueſt. Whereup- 

pon he made a viagein to Britanny,which was all in a 'mute 

ny, for thatſuch as wer traytorouſly fled from them , wer not 
reſtored. He paſſed ouer1n to the Iland whether nor before [s 

lus Celar, nor after,any durſt aduenture. And there with out 

ether blud or battaile receiued by fubmiſtion the greateſt part . 

of the Hand voluntaryly yelding them ſelues varo him. Alto 

he brought in {ubie@t1on to the Romaine empire the Iles 07- 

cades, which lieth mn the Oceane aboue Britanny : which don 
hereturned to Rome the vj.moneth after that he departed 

Tye - thence:and cauſed his fon to be {urnamed Bruanicus.T his bat- 
Lord 46, tel was fought the foruth yere of his empire which was the yere 
of thincarnat6 ofour lord 4.6.In the whichyere allo there fel a 

ARr.u. great famine, ys + out al Syria, which in the Ads of the 
Apoſtles is ſhewed to before ipoke by Agabus the prophet. Ve- 
ſpaſianus which after Nero was emperour,being ſent of the ſaid 

Clandit in to Britanny,tubducd vnto the Sergneuric of the Ro- 

Mains 
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mains the ile of Wite, ſtadigng nigh Britany weſtward. Which 
is of length fro eſte to weſt about 30.miles: fro ſouth to North 
12. being 1n the caſt part by ſea 6.nules,in the welt 3.miles of frs 
the weſt ſhore of Britiny.Nero ſucceding Claudincin the empi- 
re neuer durſt meddle with warfare matters. Wherby among 
other many hindraunces which befel in his time vnto the em- 
pire,0ne,was that he had almoſt loſt Britanny: For ynder him 


two noble townes wer taken and ouerthrowen. 


How that Lucius Kyng of Britanny ſentto Eleuberizs defiring to be 
Chriftened. | 
The. 4. Chap. 


4 'He yere of the incarnatts of our Lord136, Marcus A u- 
relius Verusthe 14. Emperour after Auguſt,*gouerned 
the empire with his Brother A urelizs Commodus. In 

whoſe time Eleutherins a holy mi being Pope of the church of 

Rome, Lucius Kyng of Britines wrote vnto him,defiring that 

by his commaundement he nught be madechriſtian:which his 

requeſt was graunted him. Wherby the Britannes recciuing 
then the fayth, keptit ſounde and vndefiled in reſt and peace, 


yntill Dioclefian the Emperours time, 


How Sexerus the Emperoure by a trench drawen ouerthwart ſe- 
uered one part of Britanny from the other. 
The.5. Chap. 


"Fs yere of our Lord 189. Seuerus borne in Aﬀrike at Tri 
polis,the 17.emperourfroAuguſt,reigned 17.yeres. This 
'mi being rough of nature,entigled with much warres, 
gouerned the comon welth very valiaatly , but yet with much 
trauail. Afrer he had yanquyſhed his cauill enemies, with which 
he was very ſore aſlayled, heis called in to Britanny,by the 
meanes of the great defeftion of the moſt part of the country 
from the Signorie of the Romans. Where after he had recoue- 
red by great and greuous warresa great partof theland, he ma- 


de a prongs berwext them and the other wild and lanagy 


" 


cople,not with buylding of a wal! of ſtone as ſome ſuppo 
bas wath a trench and a rapaire of turue and timber, thyck fen- 


ſed- 
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ſed with bulwarkes and turrets . Which ſayd trench he cauſed 
to be drawen from one ſea to the other. And there at yorke he 
died, leauing behinde him 2.ſonnes, Baſſtanus and Gets, which 
Getabcing condemned of treaſon,died. And Baſfianxs taking 


n him the ſurname of Antonius gouerned the empire after 


e deceaſle of his father. 


Ofthe Raygne of Dioclefian,and of the perſecution which he ray- 
ſed againſt the Chriſtians. 
The. 6. Chap. 


== Hcyerc of our Lorde 286 , Dioclefianus the 
A [RE | 


USE lowe 11 goucrnement of the Empire. In who- 
le time one Carauſus, of low degre in byrth , but yaliauntin 
armes , and politicke in counſel! , was appointed toward the 
{ca coaſte againſt the French menne, and the Saxons , whiche 
then with continuall robberies much waſted that countries, 
But he ſo behaucd him ſelfe, that he did more hurt there, then 
the ennemies them felues : For ſuch pillage as he had re- 
couered from them, he did not reſtore it to the right owners, 
but reſcrued it to himſelfe, whereby he was ſuſpected , that he 
wittihgly ſuffered them to pill and ſpoyle atplealure.Wher vp- 

on being commaunded to be put to death of Maximnienus, 
be toke yppon him the princely authoririe, and vſurped the + 
Fomrnancs of the Britannes,which after he kept vy. yeres. At 
ength by treaſon of his fellow A [ktxs he was (layne. Which 


Alli him elfe, (Carauſfius being killed ) kept the poſleſsion 
of the Iland i1j.yeres, whom A ſcleprodorms Ye gouernour of 
the army ouercam,and receiued the Iland 1n his poſſeſsion the 
tenth yere after it was inuaded.In the meane time, Diocleſfian 
in the caſte, Maximimanu 1n the Weſt rayhing the tenth per- 
ſccution after Nero againſt the Chriſtians , LES 


churches 
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ap => qr Bom. 
churches to be ſpoyled , the Chriſtians tobe tormented and 


killed :' which. perſecution was both longer and alſo crueller 
then all the other: for hole x . yeres together it continued in 
burning thechurches,in baniſhing the innocets, in murdering 
the Martyrs,and neuer ceaſcd. Brefely among other places , it 
made Britanny to be honored wyth the glory of many ho- 
ly Martyres which conſtantly ſtode and died in the confeſsion 


of their faith. | 
The paſsion of _ Albane and hus fellowes, which did ſhead their 
bludd tor Chriſtes ſake. | 
The 7. Chap. 


= Mong other ſuffered Saynt Albane: of whom 
Ya Forrtunatus prieſt in the booke he wrote in the 


if prayſe of virgines , ſpeaking of the Martyres 
<4 : S G 
W which from all coaſtes of the world cam vnto 


nia profert. 
The fertile lande of batfull Britanny 
Bringeth furth A lbane « Martyr right worthy. 

This Albane being yet but a Pagane, when the cruell com- 
maundements of the wicked Princes were ſet forth againſt 
the Chriſtians,receiued in to his houſe one of the clergy whi« 
che had fled from the perſecutours:whom he perceiuing bothe 
night and day to continewe 1n praying and watching , _ 
ſodaynly towched with the grace of God, began to follow 
example of his faith and vertu, and by litle and litle inſtructed 
by his holeſom exhortations, forlaking his blind idolatry beca- 
me Chriſta with his hole hart. Atlength after the ſayd perſon 
of the clergy had certain daiſe taried with him , it came to the 
cares of the Prince, that this holy confeſlor of Chriſt (whoſe ti- 
me wasnot yet comethat god appointed for him to ſuffer mar- 
tyrdome)lay hid in Albanus houſe. Whereuppon he commait- 


did his ſouldiours to ſearch his houſe with all diligence . ow 
E er 


$ 


God, ſayth, Albenum egregium facunda Brith- - 
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ther when they were cum,faynt Alban apparelled in his geſts 
and maſters garments offerid him ſelfe to the ſouldiours , and 
ſo was brought bound ynto the _ . It chaunced that the 
indge the ſametime,was doing ſacrifice ynto the deuills before 
theaultars. And when he had {ene Albane, being all chaufed = 
with anger for that he feared not yoluntanly to offer him ſelfe 
vnto the ſouldiars and perell of death, for his geſte , whom he 
had harbored, he commaunded him to be brought before the 
idoles of the diuells, before whom he there ſtode. And for fo 
much (quoth he)as thou haddeſt rather to conueye awaye the 
rebel] and traytour to our Gods , then deltuer him yp vnto the 
{ouldionrs that he might ſuſtaine due puniſhement for his 
blaſphemous deſpifing of the Gods , looke what paynes he 
ſhould haue ſuffered if he had ben taken , the ſame fate thou 

 ſufferafthou refule to practiſe the rites of owerreligion, But 

Saynt Albane which wilfully had before diſcouered hum felfe 

to be a Chriſhan,litle heeded the menacies of the Prince . But 

berng thorouly fenſed with ſpirituall armour of grace , told 

him plainly to his face,that he would not obey his comaunde- 

met. Then {aid the1udge,of what houſe or ſtock art thou? Al- 

bane aun{wered. what 1s that to the of what houſe I am ? bue 

if thou bedeſtrous to know of what rcligion Tam , be 1t kno- 

wen vnto the that] ama Chriſtian , and that Iemploye my 

{c}fe to Chriſtian maners and excerciles . Then the wdge de- 

maunded him his name . My parents ( quoth he) nameth me 

Albane:and I honor and nt the true and lung god whi- 

che made al thing of naught. The the 1udge being very wroth 

ſayde.If thou wilt enioy long life, cum of,and do ſacrifice yn- 

ed. the great goddes. Albane aunſwered,theis ſacrifices whiche 

——_ of yow offer vp vnto the dwells , neither helpe the offerers nor 

_ = obtaine them thear deſires, but rather purchaſe them for their 

te Mar- reward eternall paynes in hell fire. The iudge hearing this 
tyrof Btl- being in a rage,commaunded the holy confeſſor of God to be 


Bauny. all 
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all beaten of the tormentours , thinking his conſtance would 
r:leat at ſtrypes,which refuſed ro yeld ro words:but he ſhewed 
him ſelf not only patient, butalſo 10y ful in the fiddle of all his 
torments . The 1udge when he ſawe he could be nether won- 
ne with wordes,nor tourned with torments from the religion 
of Chriſtes faith, commaunded that he ſhould be behedded. 
In the way as he was ledd to his death, he came to a floudde 
which with a very {wift courſe ranne betwixt him and the pla- 
ce where he ſhould ſuffer. Now helaw a great company of all 
ſexes,degrees, and ages going with him to the place of his exe- 
cution , in ſo much thatit ſemed the rudge was left alone at 
home withont any to attend vppon him . This company was 
ſo great,and the bridge they had to paſſe ouer ſo litle, that it 
would be toward night.er they all could get ouer.Albane lon- 
ging much for his bleſſed death, and hafting to his Martyrdo- 
me,cumming to the ruers fide and making there his prayer 
with lifting vp his eyes and harte to heauen, ſawe furth wyth 
the botrom to haue bin dried vp, and the water gene place for 


him and the people to paſſe ouer dryſhod as it were ypon cuen 

ownde . Which when among other the executioner which 
Iiculd haue beheddid him did {ce,he made haſt to mete him,at 
the place appointed for his death , and there ( not without the 
holy _—_— of God)he fell downe flat before his feete,and 


caſting from him the ſword which he held in his hande ready 
drawen,defired rather that he might be executioned ether for 
him or with him,rather then to do execution vyp6 him. Where 
vpo this ma being now made a fellow of that faith wher of be- 
forc he was perlecutor,and the{werd lying in the grond b:fore 
the,the other officers ſtaggering and doubting all who might - 
take 1t vpp and doetheexecution, the holy confeſlor of God 
with the people there aſſembled went vnto a hill almoſt halfa 
mile of from thatplace beautifully garniſhed with diuers her- 
bes and flowres not rough or vnealy to climme, but lmohe, 
E '3 plain 
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plaine and deleable, worthy and meteto be ſanAified with 
the blood of the bleſled Martyr , vnto the the top where of 
when he was aſcended, he required of God to giue fim water; 
and ſtrayt there aroſe a ſpryng of fayer water before his feete 

whereby all might perceaue that the riuer before was by his 
meanes dried , For fe which left no waterin the river , would 
not haue required it in the topp of the mowntaine , but that it 
was {0 ad for the glory of God in his holy martyr. 
For beholde the riuer hauing obeyed the Martyr, and ſerued 
his deuotion, leauing behinde a teſtimony of duty and obedi- 
ence (the Martyr hauing now ſuffred ) returned to his nature 
againe, Here therfore this moſt yaliaunt martyr being behed- 
ded receiued the crowne of life which God promiſeth to them 
that loue him . But he which there tooke yppon him todoe 
that wicked executior, had ſhort ioy of his naughty deede:for 
his eyes fel ynto the ground with the head of the holy martyr. 
There alſo was behedded the {ouldiour which being called of 
God refuſed to ſtryke the holy confeſlor of God: of whom it 
is open and playne,that though he was not Chriſtenedin the 
fount,yet he was baptiſed 1u the bath of his owne blud, and {o 


made worthy to enterin to the kinedome of heuen . Now the 


iudge ſeing ſo many ſtraunge and heuenly miracles wrought 
by this holy martyr,gaue commaundement that the perſecu- 
tion ſhould ceaſe , beginning to honour in the ſayntes of 
God the conſtant and qoeont ſuffering of death , by the *' 


which he thought at firſt to bring them from the deuotion 

of their fayth.S. Albane ſuffered his martyrdome the xx. 

wwhich day of Iune ,nigh vnto the citte of , * Verolamium . Where 
we ca! afterthe Chriſtiane churche being quietly calmed and ſerte- 
faolde led againe, there was a temple buylded of a meruailous nch 
wodet* york , and worthy for ſuche a martyrdome . In the which 
place truly euen ynto this day ar fyck perſons cured , and 

many muacles wrought , There ſuffered allo about that 

| ume 
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time Aars and Julius towne dwellers of the oF of Leiceſter 
and many . other both men and wemen 1n ſundry { pop 
which after diuerſe fell and cruell torments ſuſtayned un al 
partes of their bodies, by perfitt vitory atcheued by pacience, 


yelded their ſoules vnto the 1oyſe of heauen. 


How that after this perſecution ceaſed, 'the church of Britanny was 
ſumw hat quiet vntill the time of the Arrians herehies. 


The.$. Chap. 
= Fter that the ſtormes of this perſecution wer 


1354 oucrblowen , the faithfull chriſtians which in 

EY time of daungerlay hid in dennes and 'delertes 

cometh furth and ſheweth them ſelues abro- 

ouerthrowen flatt to the grownd, foundeth, buyldeth, and per- 
fiteth new temples in honor of the holy Martyrs , celebrateth 
holy da Medorh conſecrate the holy myſteries, with pure mo- 


uthy and harte , and cuery where as it wer difplayeth their en- 


ſignes in {figne of conqueſte, And this peace continued in the 


Temples . 
of Marty- 
res:holy 

daies. C6 


' de,reneweth their churches, which before were (ecracion 


of the B. 
lacramer, 


ehurch of Chriſt in Britanny vntill the fury of the Arrians | 


herefies:which ranyng thorough out the world corrupted al- 
{o with his yenemous errors this Tlid, though fituat our of the 
copaſſe of the world, Now whe that once by this meanes here- 
ly had once fonnd an open vent to paſſe ouer the Ocean ſea 
in to this Iland, ſhortly after all manner of herefies lowed in 
to the ſayd land,and was there receiued of the inhabitants as 
being men deliting euer to heare newe things, and ſtedfaſtly 
retaining nothing as certaine, About this time died C onflantt- 
Ks 10 Britanny which im Diocleſians life time gouerned Fra- 
unce and Spaine:a man very milde and of much courteſy. He 
left Coftantine his fon by Helene his cocubinecreated emperour 
of Fraunce.Eutropius writeth that Coſtantine being created 
emperourin Britannylucceded his father in the kyngdome. 
In whoſe ume the herely of the Arrians ſpringing — being 
E 


1 dilcouered. 
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diſcouered and condemned in thecouncell of Nce,did nener- 
The Av- theleſle infete nor only the other partes of the world, but alſo 


reſie prof the Very Churches of the Ilands with deathly dodtine and pe- 
perech, ſtilent infadehite, 


not with 
Randing How that in the time of Gracian the Emperour Maximus being 


the Ke - created Emperourin Britany returned in to France with a great army. 
nera 


councell The. 9. Chap. 


of Nice, 

_—_ 4 'He yerc of the incarnation of our Lord 377. Gratian 
the 40.Emperour after Auguſt, raygned yj. yeres after 
the death of Yalens,though a litle while before he raig- 

ned alſo with Yalens his vncle and Yaleniman his brother. 
Which ſeing the ſtate of the commen welth miſcrably plag- 
ued, and nigh altogether decayed ,was drouen of necel{fite FA 
the better repairing of the ſayd decaile , to chooſe vnto him 
Theodofins a Spanyard borne to be his partener in gouernance 
of the Empire , comitting vnto him the regiment of the caſte 
and alſo of 'Thraaa.In which tme,one Maximus a. valiaut ma 
and a good,and worthy of the Imperiall crowne ( had it not 
ben that contrary to his othe and allegeance he tooke ypon 
him by tyranny to be Emperour in Britanny)halfin maner a» 
gainſthis wil being created Emperour of the army, paſſed ouer 
in to Fraunce. Where he [ewe Gratian the Emperour being 
circumuented by ſubtile wiles , and fodenly ſtolen vppon ere 
he were ware,as he was in minde to paſſe in to Italy.After that 
alſo he chaſed Valentina the other partener of the empire out 
of Italy. Yalentmian flieng for ſuccourin to theeaſte,and th ere 
with all fatherly piere being receiued of Theodeſtus , was by his 
helpe ſtrayt wayle reſtored ynto the empire, Maximws the ty- 
ran being ſhute "Pp by ſeige with 1n = walles of A quilegis 


and there ſhortly after taken and flayne. 


How that Aradius being Emperour, Pelagius a Brittain, made 


wicked battail againſt the grace of God, 
The 


- : 
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The.1o, Chap, 


He yere ofourLord 394. Xrcadins ſon vnto Theodoſuus: 41.39 4, 
with his brother Honorius , being the x1uj . Emperour 
after Auguſt,raigned x11.yeres. In whoſe time Pelegtus 
a Briran borne,diſperkled the venim of hs faithlefledodtnne 
very far abroad , holding thata man mighthue well w1 thout 
the helpe of the graceof God , viing herein the ayde of Julte- 
nus of Campania, who was intemperatly {rucred with the loſle 

of his byſhoprick . To whom S,Auſten and other cathokck 20 pews 

fathers alſo hath aun{wered in moſt ample miner,but yet they heretizes, 
would not be amended therby . But being conuicted of their 
falſhed,they rather would encreale it by —— and main- 


teining it,then amendit by retourning to therruth, 

How that Honorius being Emperour, Gratian and Conſtantine 
viurped tyranny in Britanny, where the firſt ſhortly after was flayne 
and the other in Fraunce . 


The.n. Chap. 
= He yere of our Lord 407. Honorins fon of Theodeſtus 


the younger being emperour in the 44.place after Au- 

guſt 1.yere before that Rome was tyuaded by Alaricus 
Kyng of the Gothes , whenthe nations of the Alanes , the 
Sueues,and the Vandalls and many ſuch other with them, the 
frenchmen being beaten downe , paſſing the Rhene raiged 
thorough out al Fraunce about that ime Gratianus in Brictany 
1s created tyra,and1s {layne.In his,place Conſtantine being but a 
comon {ouldiour was choſen:only for the names ſake,with out 
any deſert of yertu: whuch ſo {one as he had taken vppon him 
the empire, paſſed ouer in to Fraunce , where being ofre delu- 
ded of the barbarous nations(as vnwilely and vncertainly ma- 
king his leage with them ) greatly endomaged the common 
welth. Wher vpo Honorius lending Conflantizs the Counte in 
to Fraunce with an army , Conſtantine was beſeiged at Arells, 
and theretaken and ſlayne,and Gerontias his partener flew his 

>, fon; 


——————— ————— — 
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fon Coftans at Vienna,whom of a moke he had made emprour, 
Rome was deſtroyd of the Gothes the 1164. yere after 1t was 
buylded. After which time the Romans lefte to rule in Britiny 


Tho firl} after almoſt 470. yeres that C. 7ulius Ceſar firſt entered the ſayd 


deftrudt He.The Romanes dwelt with in the trench which as we haue 
on og @- 


me, layd,Sexerus drew ouerthwart the 114d at the ſouth part,which 


thing may appeare by the citties, temples , bridges and paued 
ſtretes to this day remayning, Not withſtanding they had in 
poſleſtion and vnder their dominion the farder partes of Bri- 


tanny and alſo the Handes which ar abone Britanny. 


How the Britannes being ſpoyled of the Scottes and the Pies, 
ſoughtayd: of the Romans, which at the ſecond time of their com- 
ming, buylded a wall berwene the ij.countrits, burthey ſhortly after 

, Were oppreiled with greater miſeres then cuer they wer in before. 

The.1:. Chap. 


The cauſe Y meanes the ſayd tyrannes and capitaines of the 
my Se Romans did yſe to tranſport with them ouer 1n to 
eons be- Fraunce the flower of all the youthe of Britanny to 
came wea 


keang f{eruethem in their forayne wartes , their men of warre wer 
opento. conſumed, and the country being all diſarmed was not now a- 


forain 


inuafiss, ble to defend them {clues againſt the inuaſfion of their 
enemies.Where yppon-many yeares ons they liued vnder 
wears the milcrableſeruage and oppreſſion of 1. moſt cruell outlan- 
kes, diſh nations ,the Scottes and the*PiFes. I cal them outlandiſh, 
not for that they wer out of the circuit of Britanne , but that 
they wer diuided from the land of Britanny by y.armes of the 
ſea running betwext them ,of the which one fr the caſte ſea, 
the other from the weſt riineth in far and wyde in to the land 
of Britanny though they may one reach to theother. In the 
middle of the caſt creeke there 15 a citte buylded called Guidz, 
Aboue the welt creeke towarde the right hand ſtandeth a catte 
called Aleuith, which intheirlanguage 1s as much to lay as the 
Rock Cluith,for it ſrandeth by a fludd of the ſame name, The 
Britannes then being thus afflicted by the fayd nations, ſent 


their 
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theirembaſſadours wyth letters vnto Rome , wyth lamentable 
ſupplications requiring of them ayde and {uccour , promiſing 
them their continuall tealte,ſo that they would relkue them a- 
gainſt the opprels10n of their ſayd enemies: where yppon there 
was ſent ynto them a legion of armed ſouldiours from Rome, 
which commyng 1n to the iland and encountering wyth the e- 
nemies,ouerthrew a great number of them , and draue thereſt 
owt of the fruntiers of the coutry, and fo {ctting them at liber- 
te and fre from the miſery wyth which they wer before ſo gre- 
uouſly ouercharged,coulcled them to make a wall betwene the 
14. ſeas, which might be of force to kepe out their ell neygh- 
boures:and that = , they returned home with great trumph. 
But the Britons buylding the wall which they wer bid to make, 
not of ſtone as they wer willed, but of turue,as hauing none a- 
mong them that had{kyll there 1n,made it fo ſlender, that it fer- 
ued : to litle purpoſe. This walle they made betwen the y. 
ſayd armes or creckes of the {ea,many myles longe,that wher as 
the fenſe of the water lacked, there by the helpe ofthe rrech they 
might kepe their country from he breakyng in of theirenne- 
maes. Of which pece of wurke,there remayneh euen vnto this 
day moſt aſſured tokens yetto be ſcene. This trench begynneth 
about two myles of from the monaſtery of /Ebercuring, Welt- 
ward 1n a place which in the Pictes languages called Peanuakel 
andin Engliſh 15 called Penwelr, and runnyng owt caſtward 1s 
ended by the citty of A lcluith, But the former enenues when 
they had once perceied that the Roman legion was returned 
home againe,furth with being ſett on land by boates,inuadeth 
the borders, ouercometh the countrey,and as it wer corne red- 
dy to be cutt,they moweth,beateth,and beareth downe all be- 
fore them. Where vpon Ambaſadours be ſent agayne to Rome, 
wyth lamentable voyce requiring their fuccour , be{eching 
them they would nor ſuffer their miſerable country to be vt- 
terly deſtroyed, nor pernutt that the name of the prouince, 

F which 
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which thorow them had ſo'long ſlonthed ſhould now thus de. 
ſpitefully be extingueſhid by the wycked crueltie of their fo- 
rayne people. Agayn there is ſent an otherlegion , which 1n the 
harueſt time comyng ypon the ſodayne,madea great ſlawgh- 
ter of the enemies,and ſuch as could eſkape chaſed them ouer 
the ſeas 1n to their owne conntry , which before wer wont to 
waſte and ſpoyle the country of Britanny wythout refiſtance, 
Then the Romans toulde the Brytans playne , thatit was not 
for their eaſe to take any more ſuch trauaylous 1ournets for 
their defence,and bydd them to practiſe their armour them fel- 
ues,and learne to wythſtande their enemy, whom nothing els 
did make fo ſtrong but their faynt and cowardous hartes . And 
forſomuch they thought that wold be ſum helpe and ſtrength 
ynto their loyal fellowes whom they wer now forced to forſa- 
ke,they buylded yp a walle of hard ſtone from fea to ſea a right 
betwene the two citties which there wer made , to kepe owt 
the enemy,in the felf ſame place where Severus before had caſt 
the trench, (which walleeuen to this day remaineth famous 
and to be ſeene) with publick and priuat charges: the Britannes 
alſo putting to their helping hades. They then buylded it erght 
fote pry and x1.high,right as 1t wer bya line from eaſt to 
weſte,as it doth to this day playnly appeare,which being perh- 
ted,they geue the people ſtrayt warning to looke well to them 
ſelues,they teach ke to handle their wepon , and inſtructe 
them in war like feates. Alſo by the ſea fide ſouthward , where 
their ſhips lay at harbar,leaſt their enemyes ſhould land there 
aboutes, they makyth vp bullwarkes alonge one ſum what d1- 
ſtant from the other, and this donne biddeth them fare well, 
as mynded no more to retourne, As fone as they wer gonne, 


the Scottes and Pyctes hauing intelligence that they had made 
promiſſe they wold come no more, they takyng hart of grace 
therof retourneth agayne to their wont bufines: And firſt , all 


that was without the walle they taketh for their owne, After 
that 
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that they came to geue aſſault vnto the walle where the Britan 
nes with faynt hand and fearfull hart defending it , wer with 
grapples,which they had diuiſed, pulled downe to the _ 
de,and otherwile to aflaulted,that they leauing both the cyt- 
ties and the wal alſo, wer diſpercled and put to flight. The ene- 
my followeth,kylleth, and ficyth more cruelly then ever 
he did before . For euen as the lambes of the wilde beaſtes, fo 
were they torne and mangled of their ennemues. Whereuppon 
being dreuen out of their owne houſes and poſlelsions , they 
fallech a robbing and ſpoyling one the other of them , encrea- 
{ing their outward mikey with, inward tumult,ſo farfurth that 
all the whole country was brought to that exigent , that they 
had none otherluſtenance, but that they gotte by hunting and 


killing of wild beaſtes . | L 


How in the time of Theodofius the younger the Britannes ſowght 
helpe of Boetixs then conſull of Rome, but could not obtaine it and ho- 


weatthat time Palladins was ſent to the Scottes (which beleyuedin 
Chriſte)to be their Byſhop. 


The 13. Chapter, 


He yere of theincarnation of our Lord 4.03, Theodo- 4, 40z, * 
fins the younger ſucceding Honorius, was made Em- 
| perour of Rome, which he gouerned 27 . yeres being 
the xxy.Emperour after Auguſt. In theeight ye- 
re of whole Empire, Palladius was ſent of Celeflinus biſhop of Palladius 
the Roman church to the Scottes which had receiucd the Gich x7 of 
of Chriſte,to be their firſt biſhop. And the 23 yere of his raig- Scotland: 
ne, Boerius one of the pears and patricians of Rome was now tl 
the third time made conſul with Symmachus. The poore lea- 
uing of the Britanes , direted ynto him their letters, where of 
this was the beginning. To Boerius thrije conſull rhe Mourning 
of the Bruannes. In the proceſle of which epiſtle they thus (et- 


teth furth their pittyfull eſtate, The Barbarous enemy driueth 
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vs vpon the ſca:the ſea againe vppon the enemy: betwene the- 
ſe twaine riſeth two maner of deathes , cither we are killed or 
drowned. Andyert for all their ſute, they could obtaine no ayde 
of him,as he which had then both his handes full of bufines 
and battaile at home with Bledaand Arrila kinges of the Hun- 
nes. Andthough the yere before Bleda was murdered by the 
wylte treaſon of his brother Aemnlz , yet he alone remained fo 
vntolerable an ennemy vnto the world, that he waſted all moſt 
all Europe,ſpoyling and ouerthrowing both cities and caſtles, 
About the ſame time there aroſe a great famine in Conſtanti- 
nople,after which folowed alfo the peſtilence: and a great part 
of the wal of the ſaid citye fel vnto the groude, with 57.turret- 
tes. And many other cities alſo being ouerthrowen with earth 


quake ,hunger,and peſtilence beſide, conſumed many a thou- 
ſand both of men and beaſtes. 


How the Britones being forced by hungar droue the Barbarous 


people owt of their country. V Vhereot enſewed plentit ot corne,riott, 
pcſtilence,and the loſle of the whole country. 


The14. Chap. 


—_— 


5] N the meancſcaſon higar more and more pre- 
21 uailing againſt the Britones , ( in ſo much that 
many yeres after it left tokens and remembran- 
J] ce of the hurt tt did in the country ) drone ma+ 
ny of them to yelde them ſelues into the han- 
bers. Other there were which could neuer be 

brought there vnto,but rather then they would fo doe, from 
the hilles and brakes where they lurked , many times tnuaded 
their ennemies , astruſting ſo much the more 1n the help of 
God, how much theleſſc hope they had of ayde of man. And 
by ſuch meanes firſt of all, both reliſted and oucrthrew them, 
which many yeres together had liued by the ſpoyle of the con- 
try. Whereby for the ame they drewe homeward with ſhame 
nough,intending not longe after to returne, The Pictes then 


and 
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and long timeafter kept them {clues quiet at home , ſaue only 
that they would make now and then inuaſtons into the land, 
and driue away bouties of cattell . After that(they leauing 
their pilling and ſpoiling)the country drew to a quietnes, ther 
enſued ſuch plentif of grayne as neuer was {ene the like be- 
fore, as far as any man could: remember : whereof the people 
grew to loſe and wanton liuing, whereof all maner of lewde- 
nes followed {traitafter,ſpecially crnelte, hate of truth and lo- 
ue of lying: 1nſo much that 1t any were gentler and more 
geuen tO truth then other , the other wold wurke him all the 
hurte and ſpite they could, as a common enemy of the coun- 
try. This did not only the ſeculars but alfo the clergy it ſelfe, 


and the heddes therof , geuing them ſelues ouer to dronken- ; 


Ry ind 
euil life 
the Bri- 
ains d-e 


nes,pride,contention,enuy,and ſuch other wickednes , caſting ſteuctio. 


ytterly from them the {wete yoke of Chriſte. In the meane 
ſealon a bitter plage befell among them for their corrupt li- 
uing conſuming in ſhort timeſuch a multitude of people, 
that the quicke wer not ſufficient inough to bury the dead. 
And yet for al that,they remained ſo hardened in mo nel- 
ther their fredes death,nether the feare of their own could cure 
the moreyn of their ſoules, which dayly periſhed thorow thair 
ſynfull l1uing.Wherby a greater ſtroke of goddes vengaunce 
enſewed yppon the whole ſynfull 'nation. For being nowin- 
felted againe with their ould neighbours , they deuiſed with 
them ſelues what was beſt to doe, and where they might ſeeke 
reſkew to withſtid and repell the force of the Northen nation. 
And they agreed all with their kyng Yortigerius to demaund 
ayde of the Saxons beyonde the ſeas . Which thing doutleſſe 
was don by gods owne appointement,that the wicked people 


mighr be therby plagued as by the ende it ſhallmoſt manifeR- 


ly appeare. - 


How the Engliſh and Saxons being ſent for in to Britanny , did 


firſt cleare the coutcy fro the Pittes, and Scottes bur ſhortly after 10 y- 
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ning them ſclues in leage with them , turned their weapon vpon their 
tellowes that ſenttor them. 


The. 15. Chap. 
pq i { : & He yere of the incarnation of our Lord 429. Marcia- 


nus with Valentinian the 46. emperour after Auguſt, 


. raigned vj.yeres. In whole time the people of the En- 
_ br on gliſh or Saxons, bein g ſent for of the layd ky ng in to Britanny, 
' * landed there 1n1y.longe ſhipps,and by the kynges commaun- 
dement 15 appointed to abide 1n the caſt part of the land , as to 
defende the courtry like frendes, but in dede,as it proucd after- 
ward,as minding to deſtroy thecountry as enemies. Wherefor 
encountring with the northen enemy,the Saxons had the bet- 

ter. Wherof they ſending word home 1n to their country as al- 

ſo of the batfulnes of the lande and the cowardnes of the Bri- 
tannes,the Saxons ſent ouer a greater nauy and number of 

men better appointed for the warres,which being now 10yned 

with the former bande, drew to a ſtronger army then all the 

power of the Britannes was able to oucrcomme. Thele by the 
Britannes wer allowed a place to dwell among them,with that 
codition that they ſhould war for them againſt their enenues, 

and ſhould receiue waiges of the Britannes for their trauailes, 

Theſe that cam from beyond the ſeas, wer11j. of the ſtrongeſt 
natios1n Germany. That 1s,the Saxos, Engliſh,the and the Vi- 

Saxons, tes. Of the Vites cam the people of Kent and of the Ile of Wi- 
_ = te,and they which in the prouince of the Weſt Saxons ar cal- 
tes, led vnto this day the nation of the Vites nght ouer again{tthe 
\ The le of wite.Of the Saxons,that is of that region which now is 
people of called of the ould Saxons,deſceded* the eaſt Saxons, the ſourh 
_ Saxons and the welt Saxons. Of the Engliſh, that 1s of that 


and uf country which is called England,and from that time to this 1s 
ce weir. 


countre, thought to ſtandein the muddeſt berwene the Vitesand the 
Saxdns,deſcendeth the eaſte Engliſh,the yplandiſh Engliſh, the 


Marſhes and all the progeny of the Northumbers , that 1s, of 
that 
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that people which inhabiteth the north ſide of the flud Hum- 
ber. The chiefe capitaynes of the Saxons ar layd to hane ben The En. 
13.brothers, Hengi/tus and Horſus, Ofthe which H 07/16 being Coompla 2 
after ſlayne in battaill of the Britannes, was buried in the_caſt + wel 
partes of kent , where his tombe bearing his name 1s yet to England 
ſhew.They wer the ſonnes of one /zrgiſſus whole father was _—_ 
Ve4a,whole father was Yoden,of wholciſhew many kynges of ex,s 


ſcx,Sul- 
ſundry prouinces had their in res Now then great compa- '** 2** 


arte of 
nies of the ſayd nations dayly flocking in to this Iland, they the welts 
begi to grow ſo {troge,thatthe people ofthe coutry which —_ — 
for them ſtode 1n great feare of their poweſlance. And fodayn- 
ly taking leage with the Pres whom they had' now dreuen TIO 
farder of,beganne to turne their force yppon the Brytannes. x. 
And firſt they require of them more (plenty of vittayles , and 
pycking matter of falling owtwith them , threateneth them 
that except they wold prouide them better ſtore , they wold Ty. 66 


break of wyth them,and ſpoyle all the country about. And as \poilyns 


much as they then promuled, they after 1n dede rarity _ ny" Te 


be ſhort, the fire once kendled in the handes of the Paganes, A 
tooke 1uſt reuenge of the wyckednefſe of the people:not much 
vnlike vnto that fire which being kendled of the Caldees con- 
ſumed the citty of Teruſalem. So allſo this fire of vengaunce, 
the wycked conquerour kendeling it,orrather God 7 4 ſte 
indge diſpolingit,raiged firſt vppon the citties and countrey 
next vntoit,after from the eaſt fea vnto the weſt , ouer whel- 
med all the whole Iland,with out any refiſtice made to quech 
it. Both publick and priuat houſes were ouerthrowne to the 
grownd,the prieſtes wer {layne ſtanding at the aultar , the biſ- 
ſhops with their flock wer murdered , without reſpect of their 
dignitie,nor was thereany that wold bury the ſlayne . Sum of 


the miſerable leuinges being taken in the hilles wer there kyl- 


led,other being ſterued with hungre , wer fayne to os out 


of their caues , and buy their vittall at their eacmics hands, 
with 
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with ſale of their liberte for cuer if yet thgy wer not killed owt 
of hand. Other fled ouer the ſeas with a heauy hart, Other ta- 
ryeng ſtill in their country in feare of death and lack of foode, 
Lued full miſerably in the mountaines,woddes,and cliffes, 


How the Britannes obteyned the firſt vitory of the Engliſh by 
the helpe of Ambroſtusa Romane. 


The, 16. Chapter, 
Vr after that the Engliſh men hauing nowe 
S (1 | 
& || dryuen owt and diſperkled the lande dwellers, 
<F) wer come back agayne, the Britannes by litle 
FOI and litle begannne to take ſtrength and cou« 
TE || raige vnto them , comyng out of their Ccaues, 
un which they lay hidde before , and with one 
yniforme conſent calling for heauenly helpe, that they mighe 
not for euer vytterly be deſtroyed. They had then for their ca- 
pitaine a Romane called Ambroſtus A urehanys a 


centle natu- 


red man,which only of all theblud of the Romans remayned 


then aline,his parentes being {layne,which bore the name of 
a the kynge of the country . This man being their Capitaine, 
they 2 Ienbled them {clues together , and prouokyng the vi- 
oures to the fight , through gods afsiſtance,atcheiued the vi- 
Rory.And from that day forward, now the men of the coun-« 
try,now the enemye had the viRory,vnuill the yere that Bathe- 
was beleiged, where they gaue their enemies a great ouerthro- 


we,which was about the xliiy . yere of their comyng in to the 
land.But of this we ſhall ſpeake more here after, 


How Germanus the bithop , ſayling with Lupus in to Britanny 
ceaſed firſt the tempeſt of the lea, atrer the ſtormes of the Pelagian he- 
reties by the power of Gad. 

The. 17. Chapter. 


Few yeres before the comming of the Saxonnes in to 
Ceunſell 


the lande,the Pelagian herehies being browght in , by 
deb Aericols the {on of Seuzrianus a Pelagian biſhop + 
| Q 


CHVRCH OF ENGLAND. Thefirftbooke, , 

ſore corrupte the faith of the Britannes.But the Britines being biftopsin 
neither willing to receiue their lewde dodtrine as blaſphemous for extir. 
againſt the =—_ of God,neither able to refute their wylye and $'"8 *f 


wycked pe _— 


uaſtos,they deuiſeth this holſom coulel,to ſeeke for hereſy. 
ayde of the byſhops of Fraunce, againſt thele their ſpiritual ene- 
mies.And they calling a comon counſell coſulted among them 
ſelues, whom of them all it wer beſt to ſend tojhelpe their ney- 
bours faith.By the aſſent of them all ther was cholen 1j.worthy 
prelates Germanus A lnſrodorenfis and Lupus biſhop of the cite 
Trecaſſa,which ſhould paſſe ouer in to Britanny to confirme 
them 1n the faith , which with reddy obedience accepting the 
commaundement of the Synode , tooke ſhipping thether 
ward,and had very proſperous windes yntill they were halfe 
way ouer betwene Fraunce and Britanny, Then ſodenly as 
they wer fayling , the diuell much enuyeng that ſuch men 
ſhould goe to recouer the people out of their daiiger and win- 
nethem to the right faith of Chriſt , he rayſeth ſuch tempeſtes 
and ſtormes againſt them, that a mi could not know day from 
night. The ſayles ar not able to beare the boyſterous fury of 
the winde,the marinours being in deſpair gaue ouer ,the ſhip 
was guided rather by the prayer of the good, the pollice of the 
maſter, The holy biſhop Saint Germane at the beginning here- _ 
of was a {]cepe,}the Lupus and the other wakeneth and callech pelcea 
ypon him,as in whoſe prayers they had aſpeciall truſt. Who ſe. \*dby 
ing the prelent perill they wer in commaunded them all to fall and holy 
to prayer, He him ſelfe hauing agreater truſt in God , then he V** 
had feare of the tempelt,calleth vypon Chalt,and taking in the 

name of the Trinite of a few {prinkles of water,calteth itn to 

the (ea. And forthwith the rage of theſtormes breketh, the fur- | 

pes falleth,God being called vppon differreth not his help,the” 

euill ſprits ar chaced away , the ayer returneth to his nacurall 
courle,and the wind which of late bluſteredhall againſt them 

now with a mery gale blowing all together with them on 

.G them 


An open 
diſputatio 
berwene 
Catholi- 
kes and 
heretikes 
of the pe- 
lagian 
ſecte in 
the yeare 
of our lor 


dc 4909s 


THE HISTORY OF THE | 
them ſhortly after alande in theplace where they them ſelues 
deſired. Thether a great multitude of people being aſſembled 
receiued the prieſtesjof God , of whoſe cumming the wicked 
ſpirites gaue warning long before they landed , which after- 
ward of 5 they werexpelled out of the obſeſſed bodies by 
the commaundement of theſe holy ſeruauntes of God, they 
declared bothe the whole order of the tempeſt whiche they 
had rayſed and the great daunger which they had wrought 
the ſayd good biſhops, and did not denye but they wer ouer- 
comed by theirmerites and commaundement. In ſhort time 
after their arwall , they filled the Hande with their good na- 
me,their preaching,and their vertues. And the worde of God 
was preached by them not onlyin their churches , but alſo in 
the open ſtretes andinthe country ,in ſuch ſort that in all 
places both the ſound and faithtull catholikes wer confirmed, 
and they that before{warned out of the right faith wer amen- 
ded. And in ſhort time thourough their authorine ; vertue, 
and learning, they brought all the whole country vnder obe- 
dience to their dodrine. The authors and head profeſſours of 
herericall errourlay lurking all this whule,and like the wicked 
ſprites, much ſpighted to ſee the people daily to fal from the. 
Atlenghr after longe aduiſement vied, they taketh vpon them 
totrye the matter by open diſputation , which being agreed 
vpon they come forth richely appointed, gorgiouſly apparat- 
led, accompained with a number of "wad. et uing 
leifer to commutt their cauſe to opendiſputing,the to ſeeme to 
the people whom they had ſubuerted,to haue nothing to ſayin 
defence thereof. Thether relorted a great multitude of people 
with their wyues and children . The people was preſent both 

to ſe and 1udge the matter:the parties therewer farre vnleke of 
coditio, In the one fide was the faith, on the other mis preſum 
t0 : on the one fide meekenes,on the other pride: on the one 
hide Pelagius , on the otherChnit, Firlt of all, the bleſſed prieſt 
Germa- 
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Germenus and Lupus gaue their aduerlaries leaue to ſpeake, 
which vainly occupied both thetime and cares of the people, 
with naked wordes . Butafter the Reuerend biſhops poored 
out their lowing wordes confirmed with ſcriptures out of the 
ooſpelles and Apoſtles : they ioyned with their owne wordes 
the wordes of god , and after they had ſaid their owne nunde, 
they read other mens nundes yppon the ſame. | Thus the Va- 
nite of heretikes is conuicted, and fallehed is confuted ,ſo that 
at cuery obieftion they were forced in effecte to confelle their 
errour,not being able to anſwer them. The people had much 
ro doe to kepe their handes from them, yet ſhewed their wadge- 


ment by their clamours, 


How Germanus reſtored the blinde daughter of the Tribuneto 
her fight,and after cumming to Saint Albanes ſhrine did both from 
thence take ſum relikes, and left other of the Apoſtles or other Mar- 


tyres there. 
The.1s. Chap. 
F ? His don, ſodainly a certaine man of the dignitie of 


the Tnibunes commeth forth among them, offeringe 
them his daughter of x.yeres oulde to be cured , which 
was blinde. They bidde them hauc her to the aduerlarics . But 
they their oune conſcience fearing them totake ſuch anenter- 
priſe in hand ,toyneth their praters together with their paren- 
tes , defiring the prieſtes to doe their cure vppon the gyrle. 
Which ſeing their aduerſanies to yelde,maketh their praters for 
her. And ons Germanus full of the holy goſte , callecth yppon 
the Trinite,and ſtrayte loſeth from his nek a litle bugget whi- 
che he had by his fide full of therelliques of the martyres, and Relikes of 
inthe f1ght of them all putteth it to the eyes of the mayden: em _ 
which done ſhe ſtrait recciued her fight - Theparents much 
10ycth ther at,the people ar all amalcd at the ſight of the mi- 
racle. After that day the {ated errors were fo pulled out of the 
mindes of all men, that wich all hart and defire they embraced 
G 2 the 


-'y f row him.Wher Germanus hauingreliques of the Apoſtles and of d1- 


Chriſtes 
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the dodrine of the biſhops . Thus theſe damnable herefies 

being ſuppreſſed,and the authors thereof vtterly confuted,and 
all mens myndes inſtruted with the purite of the faith , they 


went vnto ſaint Flbanes,to geue god the praiſe and thankes by 


uers Martyres,making his prayer comaunded the toumbe to be 


biſzops a- opened , entending their to leaue thole precious treaſures, 


yere of our 


Scucr? Ful 


wTitct of 


Thinking good that the members of the Saines gottenin 
divers countries ſhoulde be buried together in one tumbe,, as 
being like of merites, they rezoyced together with god in hea- 
uen. Which being there lefrewith much honour he toke of the 
duſt of the place where the holy Martyrs bloud was ſhead,and 
caried it away with him, Which thinges being thus diſpoſed , a 


very great multitude of people was that day conuerted vnto 
our Lord. 


How he being driuen through ſycknes to remaine there, did both 


quench a great fire with his prayer, and was by a viftion him ſeltc hea- 
led of hisinfirmitie, 


> The19. Chap. 
Y %T! S they were cumming back,it happened by thedi- 
/\\ tg uclls procurement, that Saint Germane by meanes 
AW of a Ge fall he had,brake his legge .Litle knew the 
|  diuell that by the atH1Rion of the bodye ( as it was 
in Iob)the merites of the holy man ſhould be thereby the mo- 
re encreaſed . Whles for the time by the reafon of his weaknes 
he was faine to tarry ſtil in one place,the next houſe he lodged 
in,was by 6 tautans 2 on fire, ſo that after it had quickly conſu- 
med the houſes about thetched with reede,it was nowcoming 
through the blowing of the winde to the houſe where this 
good man was harboured. Many came running in great haſte 
to the Biſhop, willing him to make awaye and ſaue him felfe, 
Whs he r<buking through cofidence in his faith , would not 
remoue Qut of the a was in. The people al frighted with 


feare and diſpaire came running to quench the fire , But that 


the 
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the powerof go might appeare the playner,the fire ſtill con- g.Maria; 
ſumed what {o euer the people ſought to ſaue , but what wow bs 
the ſick man Ying in his bed did _ , that the hreas be- 4 o 
ing a feared of the holy mans lodging ſkipped, both aboueand 178. Mar- 
beneth fearcely burning without ſtay, ſo thatin the middle of ** 
the raging flakes and flames the houſe which this weake man 
kept , remained ſound and vntouched, The people much 
joyed at the muracle,and retoycedin god to fee his power to 
ſaue,that their labour could not, Before the cottage of this 

oore prelate laye there a multitude of people without num- 
ns ſome to be cured of the maladies of their ſoules , ſome of 
their bodies. It can not be expreſſed what miracles Chriſte 
wrought by his {cruaunt,and what cures this fick man did. In 
the meane ſuffering no remedies to be applied vnto his owne 
infirmiries,on a certaine night he awe a very beutifull perſo- 
ne cladde all in white \ Lays ,to ſtande by his bedds fide, 
which ſtretching out his hand femed to lyfte him vpp as 
he laye in his bedde , and bid him ſtand vpright vppon his 
feete: After which time his paines being - he was 
ſo reſtored ynto his helth, that as {one as it was day , he tooke 
his iourney without feare, 


How the ſayd Biſhops by the power of God aydedthe Britannes in 
Battaile and {o returned home. 


The.20, Chap. 


N this meane time the Saxons and the Pies waged bat- 
I| taile againſt the Britannes, Which being aſſembled toge- 
ther in the campe and fearing much that they ſhould not 
be able to ouermatche them,thei required the hel pe of the holy 
bilkbops. Which comming into heir campe,put their feare- 
full hartes in ſuch contidence,as though a great army had ben. 
come at that inſtant to ayde them . Wheruppon they being 
their capitaines,Chriſt warred with them in their campe. This 
G 3 hap- 
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The x1.da happenedin the xl.daies of lent, which were the more deuout- 
iesot Lit, 1, obſerued, through the preſence of the prieſtes: in ſo' muche 
that they being inſtructed with daily preaching many of the 
countrye came daily to be chriſtened. And the greateſt part 
of the army required their baptilme . Vppon Eaſter day they 
made in the campe the likenes of a church with poles and 
bouſe,where they were ſolemnely baptiſed, By vertu of whi- 
che holy ſacrament they became fergent in faith and bolde in 
hope of goddes ſtrength,which r—_ in diſpaire of their 
owne. The ennemues had worde of the maner and fourme 
of their campe,and of all thinges done thern . Whereuppon 
they thinking to ſteale vyppon them and ſo eaſely obtaine the 
victory ouer them , as vawares and ynarmed , maketh all the 
haſte they could toward them , But yet by ſkoutes their com- 
ming was knowen in good time . And now the holy daies of 
Eaſter being paſt , the greateſt part of the hoſte goeth freſhe 
fro baptiſme to their armour. Among the Sainz Germane ma- 
king him ſelfe as a capitaine , pieketh out a certaine of light 
ſouldiours , and going forth with them placeth them priuely 
ina vally that was bele with hilles on euery fide:by the which 
it was thought the ennemy wold paſſe ynto the Britines cape. 
Shortly after commeth on the ſame way the army of the Sax- 
ons,which when they that wer ſet in the ambuſh percciued to 
approche, Saint Germane being with them , geueth warnmg 
vnto them all,that as they heard him begynne,all they ſhould 
«.Ger- Cryandaunſwer the ſame. And fodainly breaking out of the 
ao re ambuſh,the enemy not being ware of them , the prieſt cried 
fight an ' out thriſe together Alleluya,All the reſt ſtrayt aun{wereth the 
aur 74 ſame.The Ecko wherof , through the ſounde of their yoi 
by Gagis rebounding back from the hilles made fuch a ſound, as thouh 
they had ben thiiſe as many more in number then they wer. 
Wherwith their enemies werſo amafed, as though not only 


the hilles, bur heaucn it (clte alſo did crye out and fight againſt 


them, 


of lIclu- 
la, 
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them. Where uppon they fled with, all the;{peede they could 
make,caſting away their weapon ,and harneys,and thinking it 
inough if they might with their naked bodies eſkape the da- 
unger.Many of theni for feare and haſte wer drowned in the 
riner which was betwext home and them. The innocent ar- 
my behouldeth the renenge of their enemies , and ſeith them 
ſelues to haue the Victory without battaile, The ſouldiers ga- 
thereth vp the ſpoile,and with great 1oye acknolegeth god on- 
ly tobe the geuer of that ouerthrow. The biſhops them ſelues 
triapheth in God to ſee theenemy put to ay ct without blud- 
ſhed,and the Victory to haue ben gotten by taith in God and 
not by force of man . This the Iland being ſett in good or- 
der, the enemies both viſible and inwſ1ble being ouercom- 
med, the biſhop returneth home warde:to whom God gaue 
proſperous paſlage both for their owne vertues ſake , and alſo 
at the interceſſion of the bleſſed martyr ſaynt Albane. 


How the Pelagian herges begynning to ſpryng againe Germanus 
reqwpning to Britanny with Seuerus cured alame young man , Cor- 
rected | 


the heretikes, reſtored the faith. 
The.:z1. Chap. 


N Ot longe after was there worde brought owt of the ſa- 


me Iland thatthe Pelagian hereſies beganne of new to 


grow and miplye,by meanes of certaine whiche be- 


gan againe to ſet furth the ſame, Againe therfor ar directed to 
the biſhop the prayers of al the clergy that he wold go through 
with th e of God, which he had taken in hid before. Who- 
lc periti he accepting retourneth again wyth proſperous 
windes 1n to Britanny, with one Seuerus a man of great holy- 
nes,as the which was the diſciple of Lupus bilhop of Trecaſſs 
and was ordeyned biſhop of TrewerP, and preached firſt vnto 
that pou of the Germans the word of God, In this meane ſea- 
lon the wycked ſprites flieng about the Iland did foreſhew e- 
uery where(ſo forced and conſtrayned ) that: Saynt Germane 
was comyng.In {o much that Elafins one of the cheifeſt of the 
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baniſhed 
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Iland with out the report of any manifeſt meſſanger, haſted to 


the ſeas fide,their to meete the holy menat their ariuall , brin- 
ging with him his fon'which 1n the flower of his youth was be- 
nummed of his leg:which was ſo ſhrunke in to his thigh war- 
de,through the dryth of his finowes, that he could not ſet his 
fote vppon the ground. With this Elafius cam a great nultitu- 
de of people to receiue the holy prelates:which as ſone as they 
cam alande,fell a preaching to the people after their wont ma-- 
ner. They finde the / 554 as touching their faith in the ſelf ſa- 


me ſtay they lefte them;they learneth the faultro remayne ina 


few after whom they leeke,and finding them owt they conde- 
ne them . This donne Elafixs falleth downe at the fecte of the 
byſhops,offering them his ſonne, whole pitefull caſe neded no 
prayers to entrete for the relief thereof.Euery man of him ele 
pityed the young man,efpecially the prieſtes , who altogether 
(according to the pitie conceiued ) beleched the clemency of 
God.And forthwith Saynt Germane takyng the younge man 


to him , made him fitt downe:he fealeth his knee that was 
thus bowed inward, and with his bleſled had ſercheth thourow 
all the affected place, as farreas the greif went. And beholde ech 
parte as ſone as he touched 1t , recemed helth, and the f1nowes 
retufned to their naturall courle,lo that wy f1ght of them all,the 
younge man 15 reſtored ſounde vnto his Faber . The people ar 
all aſtonyd at the fight of lo ſtraunge a mucacle , and 1nall thar 
harts the catholik fayth therby confirmed . After that he prea- 
cheth to the peopleof the redreſle of the {aid herefies, And by 
the aſſent of them all,the firſt authors thereof ar condemned,to 
be baniſhed the land,and ar deliuered vnto the prieſtes to be co- 
eyed beyound the ſea:thatby this puruſhement both the coun- 
try might be ridd of them, and they of their herely. Wherby 1t 
came to paſſe, that in that places the fayth longe time after re- 
maynedſound and vndefiled. All thinges thus ordered the holy 
prieſtes retourned with like good pede as they came . Sayat 
Germane 
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Germane after this went to Ranennato treate for peace for the 
people of litle Britanny 1n frannce, and there wyth great reue- 
rence being receiued of Yalentinian the emperour and Placidia 
his mother he deceaſed vnto Chriſt, whole corps'wyth an ho- 
norable company was conueyed vnto his owne church not 
wythout miracles donne by the way therby. Not long after 
Valentinian is kylled of the fouldiars of Er parricius , whom + 
he had ſlayne before the ſyxt yere of Marcianw raygne , with 
whom the weſt empire decayed and came to rune. 


How the Britannes being free from all foraine watres,fell at wars 
res with in them ſ(elues and toall other myſcheites, 


The.22. Chap. | 
\ T this time the Britannes wer at peace with all *other 


forayne ennemies bur yet at warres with in them ſel- 
ues. Their citties and townes lay waſte which the en- 
nemies had deſtroyed: and they which had eſkaped the handes 
of the enemies, wer ſlayne many of them of their owne felowes. 
But having yet as freſhein mynd the late calamutes and flawgh- 
ters they ſuſtayned,their pneſtes peres,and ſubjeQtes kept the lel- 
ues ſumwhatin order. But after their death, the generation that 
followed,litle knowing and leſſe regarding the / zone paſte 1n 
their fathers dayes hd hakiby relpete only to that preſent proſ- 
perous eſtate inthe which they then hued, wer ſo ſer to breake al 
ood orders of truth and 1uſtice, that ſkant any toke or remem- 
Ik thereof remayned,but only in few ant that in very few. 


Among many other of their horrible doinges, which their owne 


hiſtoriographer Gildas,doth lamentably (er forth in writing, he 
layeth of the thus, that they neuer tooke care to preache the gof- 
pell of Chriſt vnto the Engliſh and Saxons which inhabite#the 
land among them . But yet the goodnes of God did not fo 
forlake his people, whom he foreknew to be ſaved , Butproui- 
ded for the fayd nation of the Engliſh much more worthy Py 

H chers 


— 
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chers,by whome they might be brought vnto his fayth, . . © 

How Saynt Gregory the Pope ſent Saynt Auguſtine with certaing 
religious men to conuert the Engliſhmen,and with letters of exhorta- 


tion encouraged them in their cncerpriſe. 
The.23-Chap. 


#n.496. Z Þ He yere of chincarnatio of our Lord 5$:.Mauritius the 


Og 54.-Emperour after Auguſt raigned Emperourot Rome 
s.Augul- 21.yeres. The x.yer2 of whole raygne, Gregorius being a 
©@n1T7ro Prea 


Y | 

chethe Ma of the greateſt vertu and learning offs time,was the biſhop 
faichts ofthe Romane and Apoſtolick {ce, whuch he gouerncd x1y.ye- 
mea. Fes, Yj.monethes,x.dayes.Which the xizy.yere of the raygne of 
the ſaydemperour,andabour the hitdreth and fifryth yere of the 

Engliſh mes coming in to Britiny , being moued by inſpirants 

of god there vnto,, ſent the ſeruaunt of God, S. Auguſiieand: 
certaine other mokes which feared god with him to preachthe: 

word of God ynto thenation of the Engliſh men, Which obey- 

ing the biſhops comaundement,when they beganne to take the 

layd enterpriſe. in hand, and had allready trauailed part of the 
way,they becthought them ſelues it ſhould be better forthem ta 

returne home againe , then to goe vnto that barbarous and fal- 

uage countrie , whoſe language they knew not. And thus by 
common aſlent they determined to do, as being the more ſurer 

way. Whervppon they ſendeth Auguſtine backe againe to the 
Pope(whom he had appoynted to. be biſhop ther if they wer 
receiued of the Engliſh men)humbly to require him that they 

might not go forward. in that ſo vncertaine, ſo penilous,and. 
paynfull ination . Whom he yer exharted by letters , that 

putting {a in the helpe of God they ſhould procede in, 

their good purpaſe,of the which letters this 15 the coppy . Gre- 

Alenter of pori4 the ſeruaunt of the ſeruauntes of Ged erc. For lo much as 
IEED tter it wer neuer to begynne a good worke,, then. after.itis- 
ting.9. QNCE begonne to goe from: it agane ». yoWw muſt nedes (my 
gſac ACALC onnes) now tullfyl the good worke which by the ay. + 

. Q 
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of Gdd yow haue "_ @ 04-268 pros —_ the trauail yi; jour» 
of the 10urney, neither the talke of ewil rogued mediſmay youy, ** 9 
But wich all force and feruour make wow yow haue Ray OY 
motis of God begone,aſſuring your ſelues,that after your grear 
labour eternal reward ſhal follow . Be yowin al pointes obedier 
vnto A wgnſtine woh Thaue ſent back vnto yow,and appoynted 
him to be yower Abbate , knowyng that ſhall much profitr yo- 
wer {oules, which yow ſhall do vpon obedience of his comma- 
undement . Ower almighty Lord defend yow with his grace, 
and graunte me to {ce the frute of your labours in his kyngdom 
of heaue:and though I can not labour my ſelfe wyth yow, yet 1 
may enioy part of yower reward,for that I hauea wil to labour, 
God kepe yow helthy my deare beloued children , dated the.z. 
of Iuly , ower Lord Mauricizs Tiberius raigning , ower moſt 
 vertuous emperour,in the xuy.yere of his empier , the x11. yers 
after his Conſullſhp, [ndi&ione 14. 

How he ſent to the biſhopp of Arells a letter to receiue them. 
£.24. Chap. 


= 


E ſentalſo atthe fame time letters vato Erherinsarch- 
H biſhop of Arells that he ſhould fauorably entertains 
Auguſtine goingin to Britany of the which letters this 
5 the tenor, 76 che Right Reverend and moſt holy , biz brother and 
felowe biſhop Etherius , Gregor ythe ſermaunte of the ſeruauntes of 
God. Though with ſuch pneſtes as loueth god , religious men 
nedeth no commendation,yet bycaule aportunite to write did 
ſerue,we thoughtit good to direte ourletters to your brother- FS 
hood : iduerif ng yow that we haue ſent A upeſtine the bearer j., 00 
herof wyth other ſeruauntes of god accompanyeng him for che Grezvry 
helth of foules : whom it behouerh yower holines to helpe and chebiſig 
comfort as the holy order of prieſthoodrequireth, Ant to then- *f 4% 
tet yow may be the better willing fo to doe, I haue wilted him to 
diſcouer ynto yow the cauſe of his 1ourney , not dowting but 
that knowen,yow wil gladly ſhew humwhat comfort you may. 
H 2 We 
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We commend alſo vnto your charitie ower common ſon Candi- 
dus prieſt, whom we haue ſent to. ouerſee ower church belon- 
ging to OWer patrymonye.God kepe yow in lafete reuered bro- 
ther. Darum vt ſupra. 


How that Auz«ſtine cumming in to Britanny firſt vnto the 
kyng of kent in the Ile of Tenet , and ſo being licenced of him cam at- 
ter in to kent ro preache, 


The.25. Chap. 


Vguſnne being muche —_— wyth the comfort 
A of's . Gregone returned to preache the word of God 

with the ſeruauntes of Chriſt which wer with him 
and came into Brytanny. Ethelbert at that time was kyng of 
kent a man of greate poweſlance , as the whiche had enlarged 
the fruntures of his empier as far as the flud Humber 
by the whiche the weſt and northe Englithe ar dwuided . At 
the caſte ende of kent there 1s the Ile of Tenet . 600 . mi- 
les in cumpaſle , according to the eſtimation of Engliſhe 
miles , whiche Ilande us 'parted from the lande by the flud 
V Vamfome whuche 1s of 14 . furlonges bredthe andin y.pla- 
ces only paſſable : for bothe the heddes of him runeth in 
to the ſea . In that Nland was Auguſtine ſet on land ; and 
his fellowes , to the number of almoſt forty perſons . They 
tooke withe them certayne Frenche men to be theyr interpre- 
tours according as Gregorye had commaunded, And ſendinge 
vnto the kynge Etbelbert,they ſent him worde, that they ca- 
me from Rome, and that they brought hin» very good tydin- 
ges,that is to wytt,that{uch as ſhoulde followe and obey his do 
&trine, they ſhoulde enioye an cuerlaſting kyngdome in hea 
uen with the true and huing God , Whiche hearing this, 
commaunded that they ſhoulde tarry1n the laid Land , hind 
| The 
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Ml hinge mecaley incite wheo hems, mai ey thank 
all thin miniſtred vnco , ynall the . 
hearefioder of his urs . For the brute of Chriſtian reli- 
gion had come vnto him , as the whiche had maried a 
Chriſtian woman of the countrye of Fraunce named Berth, 
whomehe maried with theſe conditions taken of her parents, 
thatit ſhoulde be laufull for her to kepe vnbroken the nites of 
her faythe and religion , wyth her bythhope Laidharde by na- 
me, whome they appoynted her,to afsiſte and helpeher in mat- 
ters of her faythe . Wythin fewe dayſe herof the kynge came 
vnto the Iland : and fitting a brode , he bid Azgufiine with 
his fellowes to come to common wyth im . He wold 
not ſufferhim to come vnto himinto any houle , leaſt if they 
wer {kilfull in ſorcery they might the rather decetue him and 


Ourfaith preuaile againſt him. But they came not armed with the for- 


ard pro- 


ce of the d1uell,but endewed withe the ſtrength of God carying 
before them in place of a banner,a Crofle ot{yluer and the 1ma- 
geof ower Sawtour paynted in a table,and ſinging the leranics, 
rayed bothe for themſelues,and alio for them ro whome and 
or whole ſake they came thether . And when they fitting 
downe as the kyng did byd them,preached vnto himthe worde 
of life, and alſo to all his houſhoulde there preſent , he anſwe- 
red them ſaying:yow geue vs very fayer wordes and promiſes: 
but yet for that wy ar {traunge and vnknowen vnto me, L 
carnot-raſhly afſent vnto them , forlakyng that auncient 
religion whiche this longe both I and my people haue obſer- 
ued.But for ſo much as yow ar come fo far to thentent yow 
; mughtpartynto vs ſuche knowleadge as yow take to be right 
true and good, we will not ſecke yower troble , butrather wyth 
all courteley receiue yow , and mniftre yow ſuch thinges as 
ar behouefull for yower liuelioud . Nether do we let , but that 
yow may wynne vnto yower profeſsion wythe yower prea- 


chingas many as yow canne, Heallowcd thera therfore a lod- 
5's. 
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How the ſiyd Auftenliuing in kent did followtheprimatiuecharch 
both in teaching and liuing,and of Caiiterbury the place of the kinges 
abode was created Biſhop. 


The.26. Chapter. 


Frer they wer now entred 1n-to their lodging, they be-- 
Aw to-expreſle the very Apoltolik order of liuing of” Thelife 
the primitine church, ſeruing Goda: continuall pra- ——_—— 
yer , watching ,and faſting, and preaching the worde of lite to- and fir 
as many as they could , deipiſing the commodities of the worl-Pie- 
de,as thinges none of their owne, taking of them whom they 
inſtructed only ſomuch as might ſerue their neceſfities , liming 
them ſelues according to that they taughe other, and being 
ready to ſuffer both troubles and death .it ſelfe in defenſe of 
the truth they taught, Wherebye many did beleue and wer 
bapriſed,maruailing much at the finplicite of their innocent 
luing , and the: {weetnes of their heanenly. doftrine. Thixre 
was at the caſt ende of the. citty an: auncient church. buyltin 
the honor of ſaint Marrme , made while the Romans wer 
yet dwelling in-England,in the which the quene ( which as we: 
haue fayd was a Chriſten woman ) did vie commonly to pray. 
They alſo reſorted commonly to the layde church and began- 
Ft | there: 


— ” 


| 
: 


A 
her rſt to mg Graice oy maſſe pray preachs, and chriſtn; 
Our firſt © tO y Mane, pray, , 
Apoſtle yntill ſuch fs the kyng being conuerted ynto the faith they 
maſſe, Teceiued more ample licence to preach where they would , and 
The frit either to buylde of new or repayre owld churches . But when 
ning of the kyng him ſelfe being much delighted wyth the purite of 
Englihe- their life and: thexample of their godly conuerſation; as alſo 
Caunter- With their {wete promales ( which to be true thei proued by the 
uy. workingof many miracles )did beleue and was baptiſed; there + 
began more and more dayly to reſort ynto their ſermons and 
renouncing the rites of their owld gentilite, to 1oyne them lel- 
ues by the fayth to the ynitie of the holy church of Chniſte.OF 
whoſe faith and couerſion though the king much reioyced, yet 
he would force none to becomme Chiifian , but only ſhew 
him lelfe in outward apparance more frendly vnto the faith- 
full as companions of one kingdome of heauen with him , For 
why ? he had learned of theſe his maſters that the feruige of 
. Chaſt muſt be yoluntary and not forced, And without- 
farder delay he appointed out for his ſayddoctours a place 
lee ſemely for ther degrees in his head citty of Cantorbury,and 


gaue them poſleſsions neceſſary for the maintenance therof, 


How he being created biſhop did aduertiſe Gregory the Pope af. 
ſuch thinges as he had don in Britanny, and required hus counſell yp- 
- pon cerraine incident caſes, | 


The.27. Chap. 


Fter this the ſeruaunt of God Auguſtine came to Ar« 
ks,vwhere of Etherius Archebiſhoppe of the ſayd cirty, 


* > he was created Archebilſhop of the nation of the En-: 
hliſh men,according as S. Gregory the Pope had commaun- 


ded. And returning vnto Britanny,he ſent forthwith Laxren- 


« prieſt and Peer monke vnto Rome, which ſhould make re- 
lation 


— 
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lation vnto ſaint Gregory,how that the Engliſhmen had recei- 74, q.,p 

ved the faith and he made their biſhop , and alſo required his ter is ful 

aun{wer n certaine donbres neceſſary for him to be in- _ ler» 
formed of,wher of with out delay he receiued aunſwer. Which n"g and 
we thought goodto putin to this our hiſtory, Krudtibs, 
The in atones' of A ugaſftine biſhop of thechurch of 
Cantorbury . Firl hhew the biſhops ſhould behaue them ſelues 
among their clergy ,and howthe 8 rs of the faithfull vp- 
pon the aultarſhouJd be diſtributed. And what is the _— 
office in the church. Gregory the Popeaunſwered . The holy 
ſcripture teſtifiethas Iam ſure yow know, and ſpecially the 
Epiſtles of Saint Paule vnto Timothe, in the which he goeth 
.aboutto enſtructe him, after whatſorte he ought to be con» The See | 
uerſauntin the houſe of God, The maner of the ſee Apoſtolik Syoteli 
15,togeue commaundement vnto ſuche as be made Lihops, > 
that all maner oblations that ar geuen be diuided in to 11, por- + 
tions, And the one therof geuen vato the biſhop towards his ' 

- hoſpitalite,thother to the clergy , the third to the poore , the 
fourth to the reparation of the churches, But for {o muchas , ,, 
you being brought vp vnder regular diſcipline , muſt not by fin oue 
the order of yower rule, liuc a part from yower clergye,, in the oY 
church ofche Engliſh which 1s as yet but newly entered 1n to mbke. 
the faith of Chriſt,you muſt follow that trade and forme of 
lyning , which was vicd in the primatiue church among the 
fachers , amonge whom there was none that {ayd thatto be 
his owne which he poſſeſſed, bur al their thinges wer comon. 

And if there be any amonge the clergy out of holy orders 


whach can not liue chaſte,they ſhall take wines and hane: thei 3 Re tate 
ſtipend allowed them withour. For of the ſame partes' of holy or- 
ders ta- 


which we haue ſpoken of betore,we know it is written , that it tech wi- 

was diuided to euery man according as he had nede. You muſt *** 

alſo think and prouide for their | Eder they ar to be 

kepte vnder theeccleliaſticall rule, and ſcene vato , that they 
8 | 
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live honeſt!y,and plys their pſalmodye , and kepe both- hart, 

tongue and body from all valaufull ctunge through the grace 

of God. As for them chat lineth after the common lore, 

what nede I to ſpeake , ether what portions they ſhall geue, 

ether what hoſpitalite they ſhall kepe , ether what worke of 

mercy they ſhall fulfill? Seing it is commaunded that all which 

is ſuperfluous,ſhould be employed vppon godly vles , accor- 

ding as our Lorde the maſter of vs all doth teach vs, Onod ſu- 

Buc.11, pereft date eleemeſinam & emma mundacrunt vobis,of that which 
15 left geue almes, and all ſhalbe cleane ynto you, 

A ugu{lines demaunde. Where as there 15 but one faith, why be 
there { many ſundry cuſtomes of churches? And one cuſto- 
me of maſles 1s obferued in the holy church of Rome,an other 
in Fraunce? 

Gregorius pope anſwereth. Yower brotherhood knoweth the 

Fhg enter cuſtom of the church of Rome 1n the which you wer brought 
gliſh ſer- yp.Burit pleaſech me that if you haue founde any thing beit 
uicec29%* otherin the church of Rome , Fraunce,or any ocher,that ma 
ther di- more pleaſe god,that you cheule that,and plant in the Engliſh 
; ad uy xoad 2 which as yet 15 but late come to the faith, the beſt or- 
the belt, ders that you can cheuſe,and gather out of them all . For the 
thinges ar not to be loued for the place , but the place 1s to be 
' loued forthegood things ther ar init. Cheuſe then out of 
eche church,and chat that is moſt godly , moſt religious , ma- 
ſte beſt in any of them, that being gathered together as it 
were ina boundell deliuer vato then and inure them there 
Vnto. 
The queſtion of A ugufline.T praye you how ſhall he be puni- 
ſhed which taketh any thing away from the churche? 
of Gregorius aunſwereth. That you may con{ider by the perſon 
Soo of the chefe. For there be ſome which hauing otherwile to liue, 
yer ſteleth,and ſome other there be,which are dnuen thereun- 
$0 by nede, Whereby ſome mult be merced with inofong 
| mu 
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muſt be puniſhed with _ ,and (ome fauorably, ſome ſharp 
ly corrected. And when ſharpe puniſhementis excerciled , 1t 
muſt be done in charie, not in fury.For therfor the man ispu- 
niſhed that he might not be damned in hel fire. And {o we muſt 
chaſtiſe our brothers oftending,as the good fathers doth their 
carnallchildren, whom though they puniſh for their fawrtes, 
yet they ſceke to haue them their heires, whom they puniſh, 
and their poſſeſs1ons they kepeth for them,whom they ſemeto 
chaſten in their anger. This chanite therfore is ener to be kept 
in mind , and according toit correftion 1s fo to be meaſured, 
that the minde excedeth not the rule of reaſon , Thow ſhalt 
alſo tell chem ,that they muſt make reſtitution of ſuch rhin- 
ges as ar taken from the church.But god forbid, that the chur- . 
cheſhould looke to receiue with encreale of gaine ſuch carth- 
ly thinges,as hath ben taken from them. 

The qu:flion of Auguſtine. Whether 1j , german brothers may 
marry two ſyſters which be many degrees from them? 

Gregorius aunſwereth. That may be done lawfully by all 
meanes, for there 1s nothing found in the ſcripture to the con- 
trary. 

The queſtion of A upufline . Vnto what generation may the 
Chnſtians mary with their kindifolke? 

Gregorius aunſwereth. It is permitted by a certaine law of the 
Romanes that brothers and ſiſters children may laufully be 
ioyned togetherin wedlock . But experience ſheweth that of 
ſuch wedlocke their can growe no fre Prngert the holy lawe 
forbiddeth that we ſhould reuele the turpitude of our kinde- 
red, Wherefor it 1s neceſſary that it be the third or the fourth 
generation thar ſhould be pergitted to marrye . As forthe 
ſecond muſt in any wite forbeare one from the other. 
To marry with our ſteppe mother , it is a greuous offenſe, for 
It 1s written in the law, Thou ſhalt net re uele the turpirude of thy Lextt.1h, 
father , The lonnecan nor rcuele the turpitude of hisfather, 

I 2 But 
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But bycauſeit is written , They ſhal be rwo in one fleſhe , he that 
preſumeth to reuele the turpitude of his teppe mother,whiche 


was one fleſh with hus father;he truly reueleth the turpitude of 


his father. Itis alſo forebidden the to marry with thy brothers 
wife , forthat by her former mariage ſhe was one fleſh with 
thy brother , for whiche cauſe Iohn Baptiſte was behedded 
and ſuffered holy martyrdome . 'To whom though it was not 
ſayd,that he ſhould deny Chriſte, yet was he killed for the con- 
felsion of Chriſte . For in that oure Lorde Ieſus Chriſte ſayd 
I am the truth*, for that he was killed for the truth, he ſhed his 
bloud alſo for Chriſt. And whereas there be many of the 
Engliſh people, which whales they were yet infideles, were thus 
vnlawfully coupled,when they commeth to the faith they are 
to be warned, = they forbeare , and take it to. be aright gre- 


uous offenſe, Teache them to feare the dredfull iudgementes 
of God,leaſt for vnlaufull carnall loue they runne in dawn- 
ger of hell fyre . And yet for this are they not to be kept from 


communion of the body and bloud of our Sauiour Chri- 
ſte,leaſt you may ſeeme to puniſh ſuch thinges in them, which 
they committed by ignorance before their baptiſme For at 
this preſent time the holy church with a zele doth puniſh ſo- 
me thinges , ſome other of a mekenes it doth tolerat , at ſome 
otherit winketh yppon conſideration . Yea it ſo beareth and 
diſſembleth, that rae euill which it hateth, by bearing and dil- 
ſembling it redreſſeth . All ſuch as commeth to the faith , ar 
to be warned that they committe no ſuchthing , andifthey 
then doe, they are to be reſtrained from recewing the ſacramer. 
For as they are ſumwhat to be borne withall which ofignoran- 
cedoth offend,ſo they are ſharply to be corrected , which wit- 
tingly fare not tolyn. 
A uguſtines queſtion. If the biſhops ar ſo far a part one from the 
ether,that they can not conueniently aſſemble together, whe- 


ther one may be ordaincd a biſhop without the preſence of 0- 


they 


o 
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ther biſhops? ST 
Gregorins aunſwereth . In the church of England in which 
thou only art as yeta biſhop, thou canſt ordaine none , but 
without other biſhops, For when come there any biſhops oute 
of Fraunce which might aſſiſt you in ordaining biſhops ? We 
will therefore you ordaine biſhops, but ſo that they may not 
be one far from an other , that x xd be no ſuchnecelsitie , but 
that they may hereafter come together at the creation of 0- 
ther. The Curats alſo whole preſenice may do good ought ca- 
ſely come together. When then by the helpe of god,the biſhops 


ſhall be ſo made that they ſhall notbe far a ſunder one from Ofcreay 


the other, there ſhall be no biſhop created without 1. ory. ofdil- 
biſhops aſſembled together. For in {pirituall matters howe hopes 


they may be wiſclye and prouidently diſpoſed, we may take ex-- 
ample of carnall matters, We {ee when mariages ar ſolemnized 
in the worlde , other that ar maried ar called there vnto that 
ſuch as were married belore, ſhould ioye with ſuch as are mar- 
ried after. Why then may it not be like in this ſpirituall ordi- 
nance { 1n the which by ſpirituall miniſteric a man is. 1oyned 
vnto God)that ſuch theg ſhould reſort together, whiche ether 
may reioyce of the worthines of him that 1s made biſhop , or 
may pray together ynto god for his continuance? - 

Auguftines queſtion . How ſhall we deale with the biſhops of 
Britanny and Fraunce? 

Gregorius anſwereth. We geue the none anthorite oner the 


biſhops of Fraunce , for that of auncient time, of my predecef- 


The See 


ſours the biſhop of Arles receiued his palle , whom we muſt of Roae. 


not bereue of his authorite. And if it chaunce you therfor to'go 

to Fraunce,you ſhall treate with the ſaid biſhop of Arles, how 

ſuch defaultes as ar in the biſhops may be redrefſed. Whoif he 

be negligent in the execution of ecclefiaſticall diſcipline ; you 

muſt moue him and prick him forward there ynto: towhom 

alſo we haue written,that ioymng with you being there a 
Yn 


— 
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ſent , hewill do his endeuoure, to reforme the maners of the 


biſhops in ſuch thinges, as ar contrary to our Lordes commas 


 undement . You by youre owne authoriie haue nothing to 


The pri- 
wacy of 
Caunter- 
bury in 
Eogland, 


doein fitting vppon the biſhops matters . But yet by courte- 
ouſly entreating them , by counlelling them, by gewng good 
examplefor them to follow , you may reforme to vertue the 
mindes of the euell dipoled.For why ? It is written in the law, 
he -5t qd through an other mans fealde , ſhall nor thruſt 
his ſyckle in to his corne, but rubbe the eares with his hande, 
and fo eate them,Neither canſt thou thruſt the {yckle of 1udg- 
ment into the corne that is committed vnto an other mans 
e , but with the example of thy well doing , thow mayſt 
rub of the chaffe of [yn from gods corne, and by treating and 
perſuading with them,conuert them to the body ofthe church 
of Chriſt, as a man doth the meate he eateth , in to his owne. 
But what ſo cuer ther is to be don by authorize,ler it be don by 
thelayd biſhop of 4rles: leaſt char order ſhould be broken 
which was ordayned by the auncient inſticution of oure fore» 
fathers. As for all the biſhops of Britany, we commut the vato 
your charge, that the ynlerned by holſom dodrine may be 
inſtructed, the weake by good perluaſions may be ſtrengthe- 
ned,the froward by uſt authorite may be corrected, 
Auguftines queſiion, Whether a woman thatis greatwith 
childe may be baprifed? Or how long afterſheis brought a 
bed,ſhall ſhe tarry er ſhe be receiued in to the church? And the 
childe that is borne, how longe ſhall it tarry erit be baptiſed 
leſt it be preuented by death?Or how long after ſhe 1s brought 
& bed,ſhall her huſband forbeare her carnall company? Orif 
ſhebe in her-monethly delcale, whether ſhe may cum to the 
church or bereceiued to the myſtery of holy communion? 
Or the maatter he hath carnally knowen his wife, whether he 
may enter in to thechurch beforehe hath waſhed him elf with 
water,or Iecelue the inyilcry of the holy communion? Ofall 


tho 
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the which the rude Engliſh nation had nede to be infor- 


med. | 
Gregorius anſwereth. T doubt' not but you haue ben re- 


quired counſel in theis matters, and I think alſo I have made 


you already aunſwer herein. Yet that which youerielfe could 
ſay and thinke herein, I think you wold Raue it confirmed 
with my aunſwer. The woman with child, why ſhould ſhenot 
be chriſtened,ſcing to be teeming is no ſynne before the eyes 
ofallmighty God? For our firſt fathers , when they had ſyn- 
ned in paradiſe by the right 1udgment of God, they loſt the 
immortalite which they had recciued. And for fo-much as 
God wold not ytterly deſtroy mankynd for his fyn1n puniſh« 


ment of his {yn', he tooke from him rhe _— of 1immor-' 
h 


talite, And yet of his mercy and goodnes he reſerned vnto 
him the encreaſe of 1ſJue, That then which of the gift of God 
is reſerued vnto the nature of mi, by what reaſon-ſhould it be 
reſtrained from the grace of baptilme ? For in that ſacrament 
by the which all (yn 1s vtterly taken away, it is great folly to 
think any man tobe reſtrayned from the gift of that grace 
which is willing to receiue 1t. When the woman 15 delinered, 
how many daies after the ſhall cum tothe church it is plaine 
to be knowen by the commaundement of the ould teſtament 


which ſaith thus. The woman which hath borne « ma childe ſhall 
remaine xxx1ii . dates in th: blud of ber purification::ſhe (hall coweh 


no holy thing nor ſhall enter ito the january ,niil the daies of ber 


purification be fulfilled. But if ſhe haue brought fourth a femal child, 
lxvj.dayes ſbe ſhal remaine in the blud of ber purificasto.,Whuch yet 
1s to be knowe that it 15 taken in miſtery;foritchs ſame hower 
that ſhe 15 delivered ſhe ſhould cum to the church, ſhe ſhould 
run in no danger of gods dilpleaſure, For it is the pleaſurs 
of the fleſh nor the paine that caulerh the ſyn. The pleſure 18 
in begetting thochilde , but bearing 1s the paine and trauaile. 
Wher yppou it was layed vato ougre firit mocher which firſt 


Fa 


Lewit.1ks 
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brake gods Smmaundement. 1 ſhall m iply chy panguet and. 


Ges.;, Pines and thou ſhalt bring fourth in ſorowe. It then we forebid 


kan. 8, 


| _—_ dye before he may receiue the {aycd bencht., Nether 


 ſuffereth char againſt her will, it is no 


the womi which is deliuered, to ci to the church, we make as 
though her paine wer her ſyn.By no waics then itis forbidden 
to chriſten ether the woman that is deliuered , or the childe 
wherof ſhe is deliuered, yea the very firſt hower ether of the 
delinery of the one, ether of the birth of the other, if any of 
them both be in penll of death. For the yu of the facra- 
met,as it is tobe geuen ynto the living wi diſcretis,ſo 
is it to be offred without delay to the which draweth toward 


5 


their death:leſt while tume conuement t0,goue the myſtery of 
our redemption is looked and taried for, by meanes of delay 


the man carnally accompany with his wife , yncill the 
child chat is borne be weaned. But now by a corrupte cuſtom, 
the wemen refuſe tro nourle the children borne of chei owne 
body:which ſeme to haue ben found out only of inconti- 
nence:for therfore they refuſe to nourte their owne children, 
by cauſe they will not forbeare the company of their hutban- 
des, Wherforſuch as of an euill cuſtomedo put out their chil- 
dren to nourſe, ſhall not lye with their huſbande yntill the 
daiſe of her purification be fully comple. Alſoin the time of 
of her flowers they ar forbid to copany with their huſbande. 
So that the ould lawdoth puniſh the which hath to doe with 
a woman being in that /4 Which woman yct neuertheleſls 
15 not then Forbidden to cum to the church, becaule the ſuper- 
fluite of nature cannot be imputed for {yn:and for that ſhe 
| a ſhe ſhould be re- 

ſtrained from caming into the church.For we know that the 
woma which was deſcaſed with the bluddy flix coming hibly 
behind our lord , touched the hem of his garment, and by 
and by the was cured of her ſaid infirmite. If then the woman 
which had the bluddy flix , might laufully touch the garment 
of 
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of our Lord , why may not ſhe enter imo the 'chtch which 
ſufferethher monethly flours?Butyouwill fay: as for her, her 
malady forced her to ſcekeremedy', this other is taken of 
her cuſtomable ſycknes. 'Conlider this with thy ſelfe deare of nas. 
brother,that all that we ſufferin this morrall fleſh by feblenes [a/nfirmi 
— of nature, it was by the tuſt iudgement of God ordained after 
 ourſyn. As hunger;thriſt, heate; cold, werineſſe, procedeth of 
the infirmite of morn? apocrpermtons thing is it to ſccke 
foode againſt hunger,drinck againſt thirſt, open ayre againſt 
heate patina: againſt ole; reſt SC weanneſle, 
but to taks medicine againſte ſycknes? So. vnto; the 'wo- 
man that 'monthly'courle of her body is a:deſeaſe. If then 
ſhe did well preſume which being ſycke touchedthe garment 
of our Lorde , that w hich is graunted to one woman, why 
ſhould itnot begraunted vnto all other, w hich by nature ar 
preued with like ſyckneſſe? Nether ſhall ſhe be forebiddenin 
the (ayd daies to recciue: the holy facrament:but if of a great | 
trenerence which ſhe hath there vnto, ſhe will not preſume to 
receineit; ſhe's the moreto be praiſed : but if ſhe doe receiue 
it,ſhe is the leflero be 9, hy it is the pointof well dilpo» yo, 
ſed mindes there to acknoledg their fault ſum times, w 
thete 15 none in dede.For many emes that is committed with- 
outfaalt, which yet proceded of afault. Where n:tO'cate 
when we ar hungry 1s no faute, and yet hunga and 
ſprange firſt of the ſyn of our firſt father. And that mounthe- 
ly calc 3s no ſyn to the woman, fortharit ythna- 
turally. But yerbycauſe natures fo corrmpted , char without 
the mans will;irfemerh co bedefiled!, ic had his firſt originall 
of [yn,and remainech as a pumiſhment, to thintent man mighe 
now know whathe 1s becum through the iuſtice of God by 
{yn. And that man which did comur finne with his wil, ſhould 
feele the puniſhmenrof fyn againſt his wil. And therfor we- 
men when they do them ſelucs herin,, af they Ny 
af, K y 


Differice 
berwene 
the new 


teſtament 


and the 
old lawe. 
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tockmtb the facrament of the body and bloud of 


Wyidfuſe 
Chriſt; they. ar $0 be: commended. of their gaod gonhidera- 
_— if chey haue a fer- 


nentdeſire to cum wnto the holy miſteries , they ar not to be 
forbidden, as I hhane {ayd before. For as 1n the ould teſta- 
ment outward workes artabe oblerued; foih the new tefta- 
ment thatis not ſo muclie regarded which 1s outwardly, don, 
as that which 151nwardly, intended 4 For where as the. lawe 
forbiddeth vs to-eate many mecates as vncleanc, yet in the goſ- 
our lord ſayeth: #08 that which entereth in ro the mouth, de- 
leh the man but that cummeth ett of the mouth that, defilerh the 
the 'man: And ſhortly he laycthiexpounding the lame: one of the 
harte cometh euil thoughti. Where it is ſufhcierly declared that to 
be wncleane before God which ſpringeth out of the root of an 
vncleanehert / Wheuppon Saint Paule allo faieth , that| c0.che 
cleane all thing is cleane: but rynto the yncleane. and' the; infidele no- 
thing is lane; And ſtrayt after he putteth-the caule of that yp- 
clcanes: For their minde and conſcaence (layth he) 15 defiled I chen 
the meat be not yncleane vnto him which hathnot an ynclea- 
ne mind ,why then that which the woman having a pure 
mynd doth ſuffer of nature, ſhal be! imputed vnto her as im- 
purite?:” As for the: chan which-flepeth with bis, ownewake, 
thallnot cym m totheuhiirchcxcopt he be waſhel with water. 
The law commautideth the olde people, that the man, which 
hath had to doe with his wife; thal both waſh him ſelfe. with 
water,and notententhe church» before the going downe of 
the ſon, Which faying yeumays, {piricually/beconftrued: for 
then ſpwitually-the man hath 29,dde with the: woman, when 

the minde dothdelite him {elfe with vncleane thoughts of va- 

laufull luſt. Andeexcept this fire of luſt be quenched , he ſhall 

horthink him (elf worthy the company ofthe. faithfull bre- 
thern;whuch tindeth himſclfe poſſeſſed with, vpghaſte delirey, 
Thioughof this thinge diucrs couotries ar. of divers mYRIRt, 

Li Wa an 


__ 
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and fum vſeth one thing,fum an other; yet the maner of the 
Romans was- euer of |auncient time ; after the' company of 
their owne wyues both'topurify them ſelues in the bath ,and 
of reverence a while to' forbeare cumming into the church. 


that the very laufull compatty of man and wife 15 not 'with-' 


We lay not this for that we take mariage to be fyn . Bur for VVhaher 
in theaRe 


of maria- 


out pleaſure of the fleſh: and that pleaſure can not be all toge- gede ay 


nou-" 


ther without ſum ſyn .- For he Was not borne of 'ad 


try or fornication but oflaufull wedlocke which ſayeth 'Be- Pſal.; ©, 


| hold I am begotten in iniquite , and 'my mother bath conceined me 
in ſyn. He which knewe. hiny ſelfe to hane' ben concei- 
ued in {yn -, mourned to- remember' his' ſynfull bytthe, 
Forthe tree doth beare inhis braunches, the corrupte/humours- 
which he drew of the roote, Tn the which wordes yet he' 
dothe not callthe'carnall company of man and wife {ynne, 
but the pleaſure therein; ' For there/be many thinges, whiche 
of them {clues be lawfull and allowable , and yet in the doing 
of them we at fumwhat defiled. As oftentimes betng angry we" 
puniſhother mens faultes, whereby the calmnes ofour mind ts 
troubled : and though it be well donethat wedoe, yer 1s it not” 


angry with the vice of the offenders , which faid', M eye is 
troubled with anger. For whereas the miridecan not lift king ſelf 
yp vnto thelighr of contemplation, exceptit be ſtalatid quiet, 
therefore he Ciowed to ſee his eye diſtempered with anger. 
For while he was forced to: looke downeward to puniſh the | 
tranſgreſſours,he was forced alſo to be withdtawen' from the 
contemplation of thinges which are aboue';” So thenitis a 
commendable thing to be moued'with anger againſt fynne, 
and yet 1s it a griefanda hinderance to the well diſpoſed min- 
de;forin thar he hath ben angry, he knoweth that he hath of- 
fended. Wherefore, ro come to the purpole,the right vic of car- 
nall compatiy betxene man and wife; ts tocome together for 

K 32 pro 


wellthat in doing it ourmindeis putt out of quiet. For he was '*/.;e, 


xd 19. 
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procreation of children,nor for luſt and pleaſures ſake, Andif 
any man doth vc his wife not for pleaſure, buttothe 
ende of procreation only,this man truly is to be left vnto his 
owne diſcretion, both for comming vnto the church and alſo 
for recciuing of the holy ſacrament of the body and bloud of 
our Lord, For he 15 not tobe kept ether from the one orthe 0+: 
ther, which being in the fire yet can not be burned. But when 
on the contrary,not the deſire of au , but the pleaſure of the 
body bearcth the chiefeſt rule in the worke of copulation, they 
haue both caule to bewaile their frailte. For thoughethe worde 
of god did graunt them ſo much , yetdoth it nor ſo graunt it 
them, that they ſhould be out of feare of offence . For as ſaynt 
to the Corinthians layeth , he that cannot hue 
_ let bim haue by wife,lo he ſtrayt laycth farder , I ſay this «s 


zolerating , not commaunding . There 15 no toleration of that 


which is laufull of it ſelfe. Wherfore in that he yieth this words 


tolexate heſheweth itto be faulty, Itis well to be pondered that. 
our Lord entending to { vnto the people 1n the mounts, 


of Sina gaue commaundement they ſhould thirſt abſtaine from 
wemen. Andifthe purite of the body were there (o earneſtly 
required, where our Lord by meanes of his creature dd { 

vnto men , that they whiche ſhould heare the worde of God. 
ſhould be free from weme, how much more the wemen which. 
receiue our Lord almightics body , ſhall ſeke ro preſerue in the, 
{clues the clennes of the bodie, leaſt they may take hurt by the 

greatnes of that yneſtimable muſtery? Herofallois it ſaid by the 

prieſt ynto Dawid as touching his ſeruaits, tharif they wercle» 
ane from weme they ſhould cate of the ſew bred,which other- 


wile they ſhould not be ſuffered to take , except Dexid would 
ſay that they wer pure from wemen, The themi bathed un the 
water after the carnall knowledge of his wife may beadmutred 
to the ſacramet,whe it 1s tried that he may come to the church. 


ol ug uftines queſtion, Whether after the allulion whuch is wont 
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to befall ynto.a man inhis dreame,a lay-man may-receiue the. 
body-of our Lorde,ora prieſtmay ſay maile?.-:/-  / 1: 141) ++ 

Gregorius anſwerech ; 'The teſtament of the ould lavy,as we'Of 
haue aboueayd,ſaithe. lim to bedefiled, and {uffereth him not 


Which thing the ſpintuall people, otherwile ynderſtanding; 
ſhall take ut - hike lenſe as we haiic aboue declared: .. For he is 
deluded as 1t were by dreame, whiche being te with va- 
cleneſſe,zs defiled with true imaginations in his thought. Bur 
he waſhuth him ſelfe with water , that is,he waſheth away with, 
teatcs the filth of has choughtes:And exceptthe fire of temptas, 
tion go out, let hum take hum felfe guilty agae were vato the. g+; - 
ucning. Butin this maner of eln{10ns, there is.a difference. to, 
be had. For a man muſt narrouly ſearch and diſcuſſe hum ſelfe, 
of what caule this thing commeth into has minde , when he is 
a {leape;For {omerunes ur commeth of ſurfet, lomeumes of fu+, 
perfluite or weakencs of narure,and ſommes allo gf vncleang 
thoughtes. When it commeth of the ſuperfluite ar infixmite of. 
nature,it1s nothing at all to be feared . . For the mindein this; 1- 
caſe more ſoroweth that it hath willingly ſuffered, then thatie 
bath any thinge hay} commuted , But when it bath riſen. 
thourow inordinatexcelle of diet, wherby the. vellels of che (es, .. 
minall humours ar repleniſhed the minde thereby is not cleare 
and voideof fault:yet ic 1s nor guilty of fo great fault , that the 
ma thereby 15 to bewithholden,ether from recciuing of the {a+ 
crament,ether from ſaying of maſſe, Bicauleit may Fa pethat 
ether it is holyday ether of necelsne the partye. muſt tay w_ 
ſe, for thatthere is no other prieſt to be gotten. 1n; that, plae. 
ce. And if there be otherat hand, yer theilluoncommung 
enly of (arfer,is no ſufficient cauſe to make a man forbeare the 
reccite of the holy myſterics, Yet fromthe offering of the holy 
ſacrifice he ought (as Lthiake ) meckely forbeare | ough not 
from IEGGLULDS:CXCEPT the munde withall be defouled with & 
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tis or tl 


to enter the church before evening , and not: but firſt bathed, ſions, 


ris wnekeant pharnafies/Alul tho _— do not remem: 


ber,that in his dreamehe {uſtayned an phantaſies,yer by: 
' hisowficiudgement he isnot Ids f Tamar 3 
 remermbrethhehadoffended irrglutronous fedingofthe body. 

3- Butifitriſethofany foule choughtes , which ho had wakyng, 
the offenceis open andrrarifeſt of ie lelf; For he dothſee. owt 

of what Yootsthatpollutiondidfſpring . For the cuell that he 
wittingly thought vppon'; that ynwittingly he committed, 

But here-agayne we muſt conhder , whether that thoughe 

{j tang 6ffuggeltion,of delite,or of conſent. For by theſe three 

all iyaner of{ynne'is fulfilled. Suggeſtion is byithediuel, delice 

Suggeſtis by che fleſh: confente by the ſpirits : The dinell-vwas the; firſt 
Deugnt, prompter toffrine'/Eua as it wer the fleſh tookdelite therins 
| Adam as it wer the ſpirite-conſented. And herin-is requiſite 

t diſcretion, that ho neynile aSiudge ouer him ſelfe ſhould 

iſcernE betwext ſirggeſtion and delite ;'berwext delite and 
conſent .'Fbr when thi bs rompphrrne doth-rayſethe firſt mo-- 

How fin £10ns vhtoſytthein ower harte;xf there follow'nodelite therin 
bredeth in the mynde, there's no ſynne at all commutted .” But when 
tes of ms, the fleſh begynneth to take dehite therin , thenſynne begyn- 
neth' to fprinige: Tf then' aduiledly he doth agree thereunto, 
 thenfFnis perfyred: So thatin ſuggeſtion ts the begynning,in 
dehirethe feeding ,/ih conſent the finiſhing of ſytne: Andir 

ofte chaunceth that the cull, that th& Hitell ſoweth in the 
thought ; the fleſh therin deliteth; add yettheſoule doth.not 
agreether ynto . nd though the fleſh can feleno delite with- 

6ut theſoule, yet the ſoule Atrywing againſt the/ pleaſures ob 
the'fleſh, 1 roi his will hartipred 'with'thepleſure ofthe 
fleſh inſach forte; that with reafont he doth gaynſaye and not 
agree vnto it,atd yetis bonnd'with'ddlite,bar{o'thathe much 


lamenteth his bande . Wher rthar principall' champion 
wn. ftp heienly ie Pods omapiol him Ee Tp ee 
fytd a lirw in my tymmes, repitiing #9 ainft the law of nity my and. 
674 v1 6. a7 le ading 
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leading me riſoner in the law of ſ[ynne'whichss in m 

why was he priſoner}. He then. tryued -wytb the law,o 
mynd,againft the which the laweof his fleſh dydfyght. Then 
if he fought, he was not in bondes. Man therefore 15 th bon- 
de andfree: free throwgh righteonſnes which he loued, and 
bonde throwgh the delite,, which he boare againſt his will. 
Theſe be the aunſwers of holy pope Gregory vnto the dema- 
ne. Theepiſtle white 


= 


undes of the reucrentbiſhop Angſt 
14 | .Gregorig vnzo theby ſhop of Arles thathe 

Fol ths ne he SE SEGSA. thep Of AR ORERS #996 

Regorius dofrnmeat of the Genineninat God {endeth 

ynto the reucrent and his holy brother Yergs- 

-may thereby well appere , for that many mes wearwont:to 

byd them. vnto owes houſe for.charites ſake . If therfor ar cha- 

engerteynement;that both be theeeby mey honarebly: beacom- 

forted;and-other tawghe how bratherly chahtest0;bemayn- 

| arto be refortaed wherewe ar, than we.dwez (elfes ,itirbelo 
that yowtheare by umn. ob thinges -among yrower 


had addreſſed-vnto the bythop of Arles ,andſent after to Yer- 
gil the ſucceſſor of Ether here followeth, pi 
7” Fhe. 38; Chapter:" 1:3ne) oft oN's med: 
*W30F » 110 "77% t br NNN 
Sx what affection ower hrochers cum- 
ming of their owne accorde:vato vs! ar/ito:be enterteyned:, it 
unceth -yower brother and myne ' A guſtine byſhop to cum 
xncoyow;L pray yow receiue.ham: with fuch barty andfrendly 
tayned. And forthat it often. tymes chauincerh that they which 
be far of ſhall lonerlearne by reporteof other luch thinges as 
other.;warthy be rodrefied; fyrtung Hm:cxamina 


parties fa wyth him , make diligent earchand 
thereof, And in ſuch thinges as offendeth God 


${s 


has wrath, ſhew yower ſclte{o;houfulland {4 Je ( DC © ure: 08 
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and the innocent thi falleſurmiſes be not ced.God 
kepe yow in helth Reuerend brother.Geuyn the xx.of Auguſt. 
| thexviy. yere of the raygne of our good tord and Soucrayne 
M auritins Tiberius Emperour. Indiftione quarts. 


How the ſayd Gregory ſent vato Augaſline a palle with a letter, and 
more preachers, WA 57 
TITS The, 29. Chapter. - 


"XAtder morethe ſayd Pope(for ſo much as A "_ had 
aduertiſed him that ther was a great harueſt ute. W WOr- 
* kemen) ſenthim wyrth his ſayd legates , more preachers, 
of which the chicfeſt wer Mellirus, ] uſt ys, ufinianu: And b 
them alſo he ſent all ſuch thinges whigh wer neceſſary for the 
furniture ad miniſtery of the church:As holy veſlelles , aultar- 
clothes,ornamentes for the churches: Apparell alſo for the pri- 
eſtes and clergy.Alſo reliques of the holy Apoſtles and mart 
res and many bookes,He lent him alſo letters by chewhich be 
fignifieth vnto him that he hath ſent him a/palle;and enſtruc- 
eeth him what order he ſhould kepe in making of Byſhopsan 
the country of Britanny:of which lerters this1s the tenor , To 
his moſt reuerend and holy brother A uguſtine biſhop , Greg- 
rius the ſeruaunt of the ſeruauntes of God ; Though fachas 


labour in the worke' of God , may aſſuredly he tnglom 


doth'teſerucfor them ynſpeakeable reward in the kyngdom 
of heayen; we neuertheleſſe ſtand bound temporally. alſo to 
honour and reward them: that they may by meanes therof be 
the more earneſtly benr to take paynes jm fardering the ho- 


' Apalle 'four of God.And forſomuchas by the any of Godand 


fromthe 


Caunters 


bur a5 be vader yoweriutafdidtion ; bur ſorhar che Bilhop 


yywertrauail,thenew church ofthe En 


nen people 1s brought 
uſtia YRtO the fayth and grace of Chriſt , we graunte yato pe the 
y 


of vie of the Palle,that to weare ſuch rimes only as yow lay Maſ- 
ſe; And we'licence yow to ordayne x1) . Biſhops 1n ſuch places 
Lon- 
_ don 


don be euer here after conſecrated of his owne Synode, and 
rece1ue his palle of this holye and Apoſtolike ſee wherin I by 
the aucthoritie of God doenow ſerue.Alio we will that you 
ſend a biſhop to the citte of yorke, whom you ſhall think 
worthy of that prelacie,ſo that if that citry with the country 
about receiueth the worde of God, the ſayd biſhop be autho- 
riſed to make twelue biſhops more, and he him ho be their 
Metropolitane. For weentend to geue him alſo a palle by the 
of God ,if weliue : whom neuer the leſſewe will to be 
ubiete to yower diſpoſitio, But after yower death ſo to haue 
the ouerlſight of the reſt of the biſhops whom he ſhail make 
him fe Far he be in no caſe ſubiete vnto the aucthorite of 
the biſhopof London . Betwextthe Biſhops of London and 


donne with common counſell and mutuall concorde , fo that 


they haue diſpoſed accompliſh without variance . We wall far- 
der that vnto yow be ſubieRte , not only the byſhops whach 
yow ſhall make your {4fe or fuch as ſhalbe made by the bil- 
ſhop of yorke,butallo all the prieſtes of Bacannie:to thentent 
that of yowrliuinge and life they may recciuea paterne both 
to beleuc and allo ro hue aright : and executing their officies 
both in ſoundnes of faith and integrite of if they may artayne 
to the kyngdom of heaucn when it ſhall pleaſe God to call 
them.God kepe yow 1n helth reuerend ek Gn the xXs 


of Auguſt the x1x. yere of the raigne of our Saueraine Lord. 
and Emperour Mauritins Tyberiu the xviy. yere after his con« 


luſup,7 ndidione quart. 


 Thecopy of alenter ſente by S. Gregory to Mellitus the Abbat 
 Foing to Britanny , 


The.z0, Chap. 


- 
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York let this be the difference, that he be higheſt , that is firſt uit: pe 
ordayned.All chinges that is don for zele of Chriſte , is to be *** 
yorke and 
they may wyth one mynde diſpoſe their doinges , and which 2240 


Afier 


lg + - 
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q . Fter thefſayd legates wer gon, and wer now in their 


1ourneytoward Britany,the holy father Gregortus ſent 
letters after them worthy memory,1in the which he 0- 
pely declared,how earneſtly he tedered the helth of our coun- 
try. Writing thus. Vnto his deare beloued ſon Mellitus abbart, 
Gregor114 theſeruaunt of the ſeruauntes of God. After the de- 
parture of you and the company which was with you,we wer 
in dought what becam of you , for that we could heare no- 
thing how you {ped in yower1ourny . When then God ſhall 
bring yon vnto our reuerend brother Auguſtine biſhop tell 
him,whatTI have of longe ime dewicd wick my ſelfe of the 
btw cauſe 'of the Engliſh men. That is to-wit that not 'the temples 
andre- of the Idols,but the Idoles which be in them be broken that 
_ holy water be made and ſprinkled about the ſame temples, al- 
tars buylded,relikes placed. Forif the ſayd churches be well 
made,it isnedefull thar they be altered fro the worlhipping of 
diuelsin to the {eruice of God:thar whiles the people doh not 
ſee their temples ſpoiled,they may(forſaking their error ),.be 
moued the more ofte to haunt their wont place to the ho- 
nor and {eruiceof God. And for that they are wore to kill oxe 
in ſacrificeto the duuells,they ſhal vie the ſame (laughter now, 
bur chaunged to a better purpoſe. It may therefore be permit- 
ted them, that in the dedication [dayes or other ſolemne daics 
of martyrs,they maketh them bowers about their churches, 
and feaſting together after a good religious ſorte, kill their ox- 
en now to: the refreſhing.of them ſclues,tothe praiſe of God, 
and encreaſe of charite;which before:they wer wont to offer 
vp in ſacnfice tothe dinells:that whiles ſum outward comfor- 
tes ar reſerued vnto them , they may thereby be brought the 
rather to the inward comforrtes of grace in God. Forit 15 dout- 
leſſe impoſſible from men being fo rooted in cuell cuſtomes, 
to cut of all their abuſes vppon the {odaine . He that laboreth 
to clim vpp vato a lughe place , he goeth vpward by oppo 
” Fa 1 an 
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and paſes,not by leapes. So vnto the childre of Iſrael being 1n 
Acgipt our Lord was wel knowe.Butyethe ſuffered them 'to 
doe ſacrifice vnto him ſtill in offring vp of beaſtes vnto him, 
which otherwiſe they wold haue offered vpp vnto the diuels, 
as they wer wont to doe in the land of Egypt, that altering 
their intente , they ſhould leue ſum, and alſo kepe ſum of their 
ould facrifices:that 1s , that the beaſtes which they offred be- 
fore, they ſhould now offer ſtill. But yetin offring them! vnto 
the true God, and not vnto'the diuels they ſhould not be the 
ſame ſacrifices in all pointes as they wer before. Theſe be the 
thinges whichT think expedient you declare vnto our fayd 
heifers thentent that he being there may conſider with 
him ſelfe, how ech thing is to be diſpoſed ; God kepe you in 
helth dearly beloued ſon in Chriſt. Geuen the xv. day of Tune 
The xix.yere of the raigne of our ſoueraine Lord, Mauriciue 


Tyberizs emperour :and the xvy.yere after his conſulſhip. /n- 


diftione quarta.” | 
<A letrer of S. Grades to Auguſtine exhorting him that he ſhould 


not gloxie in hun ſelte of his vertues, and miracles. _—_ 
4 The.z1. Chap. 
AA 6 miracles as he had knowen to be done by the faid 
= Auguftne.In the which epiſtle he exhorteth him, thae 
he ſhould take no pride of minde Aiotefore . I know(laith he) 
deare brother, that it pleaſeth god to ſhewe by thee great mira- 
cles amog the people, which by thee he hath called ro his faith, 
Whereypon it1s nedefull thatof that heauenly gifte,both thou 
toyeſt with feare,and feareſt with 1oye. Thouhaſt to10ye for 
that by meanes of the ſaid miracles the Engliſhmens {oules are 
wonne to the faith. Thou haſt to feare,leſte through the mura- 
cles, which be don by thee, thy weake mind belifted vp 1n pre- 
ſumption falling as farre inwardly by vaine glory, thou arte 
by outward praiſe pufted vp; We muſt rememberthatthe di- 
EY L z Aiciples 


Bout this time he ſent Auguſtine an epiſtle touching 
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5 Gar x with 1oy from their preaching when they fa. 


Lace .1o. 1cd ynto their heauenly maſter , Lorde in thy name the very di- 


wells were obedient Wnt v3 , it was by and by aunſwered vnto 
them. Doe you not rezoyce thereat , but rather reoyee for that your 
names are writienin beauen . For they had faſtened their mind 
yppon a pnuate and temporall z0ye when they ioyed of their 
muracles.Bur Chniſt calleth chem backe from pnuate 1oy vn- 
to commune,and from temporall to eternall , when he ſaid: 
| Toy for that your names are writtenin beauen.For not all the cho- 
ſen of god doth miracles, but yet all their names are written in 
heauen , For why ? They which be the diſciples of the truth, 
ought to ioye in nothing, but only in that good thing , which 
all other good ſhall haue,as wall as they , and whereof they all 
ſhall haue toy without ende . Thus therefore remaineth deare 
beloued brother,that of the thinges whiche by the power of 
god thou workeſt outwardly , thou exaQtly cyer dilcuſle thy 
elfe inwardly, and thourouly vnderſtand bath thy {clfe who 
thou arte,and what plenty of grace god hath beſtowed vppon 
that countrie,for whoſe ſake, (to thenter it might be the rather 
conuerted)thou haſt receiued the gift of working miracles. 
And if thou remember , that thou haſte at any time ether by 
worde or dede offended god,haue that cuer in thy remembra- 
unce,that the ofte thinking vppon thy {ynne may preſfie dou- 
ne the mounting pride of thy hart . And what ſo cuer grace 
thou ether haſt or ſhalt receiue,to worke muracles, think it ge- 
uen thee not for thine owne ſake but for theirs, the miniſter of 
wholc ſaluation thou art ordained. 


How Saynt Gregorie ſent letters and preſentes to king Ethet- 


berte. 
| 7 The 32. Chapter, 
Þ He ſaid holy pope Greperie at the ſelfe fame timeſent 


vnto king Ethelberte alctter with rich preſentes of di- 
_—<*> ucrlc ſortes, doing vato the king temporall kapooy | 
| wW 
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which through his helpe was growe in knowledg of the glory 
of heauen. The coppy of the ſaid letter is this. Vnto the righe 
honorable and his moſt worthy ſonne, Ethelbert king of the 


Engliſh, Gregone biſhop . God almighty, for this cauſe dothe , godly 


calle good men to the gouernaunce of his people,that by their lerter of S, 


O 


handes he may diſtribute the gifres of his mercy and grace,vn- ax þ 


to all ſuch ouer whom they hauethe gouernaunce. Which ber: che 


thing we know to haue ben done among the nation of the Chriſten 


Eng iſh,ouer whom you are choſen to haue the rule , that by ==. "oY 


the giftes of God employed vppon you, the like benetites of men. 


grace might by your meancs be geuen ro all ſuch as arevnder 
your dominio.And therfor O Noble Son labour diligently to 
kepe the grace which you haue receined from god : and ſceke 
with ſpede to ſer forth the faith of Chriſt to your ſubietes. 
Haue a good zele to procure the conuerhon of as many , as 
you can poſsibly:forbid the worſhipping of Idoles:ouerthrow 
their temples:edihie the maners of your people with cxiple of 
yourſowne.integrite, with wordes of exhortation, feare,, fayer 
{peach,and well doing, that he may be your rewarder in hea- 
uen,whoſe knowledg and name you make to be enlarged 

pon the earth. He alſo ſhall make your memory the ». 4.9 
mous vnto your poſterite, whoſe honour you ſcke and main- 
tainc/among your people.Far io Conſtantinus being ſometimes 
a moſt verruous Emperour him ſelfe, and calling his fubiectes 
from the wicked worſhipping of Idolcs, broughtthem all with 
him ſelfe vnder the obeytance of God almighty , our Lord /e- 
ſus Chriſte. Whereby it was brought to paſſe, that his name was 
of higher renounce then any of the. princes , that went before 
him,and ſo much 1n glorie excelled all his auncetours , howe 
much alſo he paſied them in well doing . Wherforeler your 
highnes alſo ſicke now to publiſh ynto the kinges and coun- 


tries {ubicte to your dominion, the knowledg of onegad, the _ 


Father,the Son,and the holy Goſte; to thentent thereby you 
; L 3 mays 


THE HISTORIE OF THE 
may paſle in honorable fame the aiicient kinges of your natis: 
and how much the more yoa trauail todo away finne in your 
ſubiees,you may haue ſo much the leſle fear of your own (in- 
nes before the dreadful bench of Gods 1uſtice. Our right reue- 
rend brother A uguſtine biſhop being brought vp 1n rule of re- 
ligio,hauing good knowledg in the holy Cmanagi a man 

through the grace of god of much vertue,what ſo cuer he ſhall 
aduertiſe you to doe + non. heare 1t, deuoutly doe 1t,diligent- 
ly remember it.Forif you will heare him in that he ſpeaketh 
vntoyow 1n Gods behalfe , God alſo ſhall the ſoner heare him 
ſpeaking and entreating tor yow. If otherwile ( as God forbid) 
yow refuſe to geue care and heedeto his wordes, how can God 
heare him praying for yow , whom yow deſpiſe to heare ſpea- 
king to yow from god? Wherfor with all yowr harte 1oyne yo+ 
wer {elfe with him and aſsiſte him in gods bulynes with. all 
ſuch authonite, that God hath geuen yow , that hemay make 
yow partaker of his kyngdom, whole fayth yow in your kyng+ 
dom cauſeto be recciued and oblerued . We will allo yower 
highnes to know , that (according as we ar taught in the holy 
ſcriptures by the very wordes of God)the end of this world dra» 
weth onward,and the kyngdom of the ſayntes of God ſhall tol- 
low,which neuer ſhall haueende . And the ende of the world 
approching many thinges ſhall fall yppon vs , which haue not 
ben heard of before, that 1s to witt,chaunge of the ayer , terrible 
ſightes from heauen , tempeſtes contrary to the order of the t1- 
mes. All which ſhall not yet fall in ower dayes . Wherfor if yow 
ſhall know any of thele to happen in your land , let not yower 
mynd be di\mayed therwyth. For therfor ſhall there be ſignes- 
{ent before the end of the world to thentent we ſhould the mo- 
re diligently tender the helth'of ower foules, liue cuerin dowte 
and feare of death, ready prepared by good workes for the cum- 
ming of Criſte our ludge. 'T hus much haue I ſayd in few wor- 


des right: honorable Son, intending to ſpeak more at large,as 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall heare the fayth to be enlarged in your kyngdom .Then 


ſhall I be fo muchthe more encouraged to ſpeake , how much 
country.I haue ſent yow ſmall preſentes, which yer ſhall not ſe- 
me {mall vnto yow, if yow ſhall accepte them as halowed wyth 
his grace according as he hath begonne. And ſend yow both 
longelife here vppon the earthe:and that ended , eternall lifein 
in lafre my dere Son. Datum "vt ſupra. 
How Avnpuftine repayred the church of our Sauiour and buylded 
The.32. Chap, 
a Vufline afterhe had obtayned to haue a biſhops ſee 
f 
rough the ayd of the kyng,herecouecred there a chur- 
che, which was there of owld buylrby the Romans which wer 
ſus Chriſt , and there made a houſe for him and his ſucceſſors. &ebi® 
in the which kyng £thelbere through his aduiſe buylded a new O_ 
church in the honor of Saynt Peter and Paule, andenriched it *y is now 
ſelfe and of all the biſhops of Citorbury,and of all the kinges of 0*%/tis 
kent wer wont to be enterred. Which church yet not Auguſtine yer, 
Abbar of that monaſtery was one Perrus a prieſt , which bet 
legar vnto Fraunce was drowned in a creake called Amflete-an 
place. But ower Lord entending to haue it knowen;, how wor- 
thy a man he was , madethat euery night there appeared alight 
the neyghbours about hadeſpyed , gathering therby that he was 
ſome good and holy man , and ſearching out what and from 


the greater comfort I ſhall conceiue by the conuerfion of your 
the bleſsing of S. Peter . All mighty god make perteRe in yow 
his kyngdom of heauen. The grace of God kepe yower highnes | 
the abbay of 3.Peter the Apoſile. 
e 1dr" him in the kinges citry , as is aboue ſayd, 
t 
| Chriſhanes, and did dedicate it to the name of our Sauiour Ie-: Chriftes 
And not far eaſtward from the citty he buylded a * monaſtery bury 
With ſundry gyftes, in which both the body of Auguſtine him Augottie 
him ſelfe,but Laurentins his ſucceſſor did confecrat, The firſt 
burned after a homly maner of the inhabicours of rhe ſame 
f:om heaucn vppon the place, where helay buried : which when 
4 whence 
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whence he was , remoued his body from thence and buried it 
honorablye in the towne of Bulleyne , in a place of the churche 


conuenient ſor ſo worthy a perſon. 


How Edilfrith kyng of the Northumbers waſted Britanny and 
conquered the Scotres, 


The. 33. Chap. 
4 Bout this time Edilfrich a man very valiaunt and much 


defirous of renowne was king of Northumberland: one 
that more waſted the Land of Brytanny then any of 
the Engliſh Princes, So that it ſemed he might be copared vnto 
Saul kyng ot the Iraclites , ſaue only in that he was voide and 
1gnorant of Gods religion. For none of all the coronells , none 
of all the kinges did conquer more of the lande of Britan- 
ny ,cther makyng them tmburary , etherdreuing them cleane 
owt of the countrye and planting the Engliſh in their places, 
then did this E delfrich. To whom that might be wel applyed 
that the Patriarke /acoblayd, when he gaue his ſonne Bentamin 
his bleſsing in the perſon of Saul, Bemamin like araucning wol- 
fe , in the morning ſhall cate his pray and at night ſhall diuide 
the ſpoyle. Wherby Edanaden kyng of Skogtes much grudgin 
to lee him goe forward after this forte, aſſembled a mayne an 
a ſtrong army agaynſte him, But the layd Edelfrich encountes 
nng him in the held with a few men gaue hiw che ogerthrow, 

in that famous place of Degſaftone, diſconhred his great ar- 
my.In which field Theobald brother to Edilfrith was flayne,with 
that parte of the army wherof he was generall. This battell was 
—_ in the yere of our lorde 603, and the xj.yere of his rayg- 
ne,which laſted xxuy.yeres , and the firſt yere of the raigne of 
Phocas then Emperour of Rome. From thattimeforward vato 
this preſent neuer was there king of Scottes, which durſt meete 
the Engliſh men in the field, 


THE 
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THE SECOND BOOKE 
P OF THE HISTORIE OF 
the churche of Englande. 


Of the life, lerning,and death, of bleſſed Pope Gregory. 
” The Chapine; = Ty 


=] the yeare of the incarnation of our Lord Aa.604. 
X41 605. the hollie Gregory { when he had 
att) moſt only Jovani ps of the Ro- 
wh man and Apoſtolique churche.t. yeares.6.mo- 
E 28)! neths and.1e.dayes ) departed this lyfe, and was 
anſlated to the eternall ſeate of the kyngdome of heauen. 

On whome it pour me - this dre of the churche 
of England morel to : bycaufe by his diligence he 
bake) our nation x7 An er Engleſhmen from the powre 
of Satan, to the fayth of Chriſt. Whome we maye well,and 
alſo muſt call our Apoſtle. For as ſone as he was high Biſhop , 4 
ouer the whole wordle, and appointed gouerner of the char- ry Biſhop 
ches lately conuerted to the belefe of the trueth, he made our —_— 
nation the churche of Chriſte, which had ben euer yntill that worlde.,, 
timethe bond(claue of Idolls. So that we maye lawfully pro- $2429 
nownce of him the ſayng of the Apoſtle : That althowgh he $.Grego- 
were not an Apoſtle to others, yet he was vnto vs.For th g- 'y our 
net and token ofa A poſileſp ,we are in our Lorde.This Gregory , _ 
was a Roman borne, his fathers name Gordian, his pedegre of 
awncient ſtocke not only noble, but alſo religiouſe. For Felix 
ſomrime biſhop of that ſame ſee Apoſtolique, a man of greate 
renomme in Chriſte,and the churche,was his greate grandfa-' 

thers father. This nobilite of religion he kept,and maintayned, 

with go lefle vertue,anddeuotion,then his parents, and aunci- 

ent kjnsfolke had done befor him, But his worldly _ he 
M Or- 
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$.Grego- forſoke alltogether and by the ſpeciall grace of God turned 
ons theſame rg 6 purchahng ofecternall gloriein hequen, For 
changing ſodenly his fecular habire kexver-into a monaſtefie: 
Where he began to lyue in ſuch grace of perfection; that vnto 
his mynde ( as often after he was. wont co, wytnes with wee- 
ping teares)all tranſitorit things were already ſubiete, that he 
far turmounted al worldly workes,that he was wont to thinke 
of nothing, but heauenly things, yea ,.that being yet clogged 
with his erthly bodie, he naw by conterplation did oe 
veric naturall bounds of his fleſh ; and that he derely loued de- 
athalſo,whiche ro moſt men is 4, paynfull.payne , as an entra- 
unce of lyfe to bim,and reward of sJabour, All which things 
he ſayd of himfelfe,not craking of his encreale in yertues, bur 
rather lamenting the lacke,and deca ie of the. In which defete 
(as he was wong fo.faye) he Noni himſelfe nowe to haue 
fallen by reaſon of his eccleſiaſtical charge , and occaſion of 
greater care. For talking on a time ſecietly with Peter, his dea- 
con, when he had recompred the; de piftcs,and vertuous gra- 
ces of his minde,Rtrayghtway he foro flby . But nowe 
alas, by the meanes of this my eccleſiaſtical charges,my mynde 
15 encombred againe with ſecular affayres , and afterthe good 
uyet and reſt whiche it had , is nowe defiled araine with the 
ful of earthly buſiges . And when condeſcending to manie.it | 
wandereth and rouerh, Doue owtward matters,afrer defiring 
© inward good thowghtes,atreturneth therunto no dowbte, the 
weaker, Therfore I weigh with my ſelfe what I doe now ſuf: 
Fer , andI weigh alſo well , what I haue forgone. And when 
I behold, what I haue loſt, this that I ſuffer wexeth more pre- 
ueouſe. Thus ſayde this holie man of a greate and paving hu- 
mulitie, But we muſt thinke that he loſt none of his monaſti- 
call perfetion by anye occaſion or trowble of eccleſiaſtical 
charge or oftice of a Biſhop: but rather that then he did much 
more good, and profited more in vertue by the laboyre of 
| S72Y 
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conuerting manye to the faythe, then ie hadd' done before 
with the private quiet of his owne conuerſation onlye. For 
cuen being bilſhopp, he ordered his houſe like a monaſterye. 
For as fone as he was, taken owte of the monaſterye, and 
ordayned- to the, mituſterye of the aulter', being after- 
warde 'ſent as legate from the fee Apoſtolike to Conſtanti- 
nople,he for all chat, in theearthly princes palace lined ſo,that 
he neuer intermitted his purpoſe of heauenly connerſarion. 
Forhe toke with him certaine brethern of the monaſterie 
(which for verie brotherly Toue folowed him to that Imperi- 
all catie)for the better ep ,ofhis regular obſeruance:thar al- 
waic by their example (torſo he writeth ) he might be faſtned 
as witha ſtrongecable or anker to the pleaſaunte porte of pra- 
yer,when ſocuer he were toſſed withe the raging whaues of 
wordly cares,and might alſo ſtrengthen his minde by daylic 
conference, and reading with them ,” whenſoeyer it ſhuld be 
ſhaken with ſecularaffaires. And triily he was by theſe mens 
companie not only defended from the aſfaultes of the worlde, 
and carthly troubles, but alſo more and more ſtirred vp to the 
exerciſes of hean:nly life . For they exhorted him , that he 
would diſcuſſeand expound with ſome godly and miſticall 
interpretation the booke of, Heſfed Tob.which was enwrapped 
with manic greate oblcurinies.Neither could he denie them his 
paines, which of brotherly loue moned him to this profitable 
Lee but kath therfore merueloufly declared in 35. bookes 
of Expoſitions, how this worke of Iobes hiſtoric, firſt is ro be 
ynderſtided according.to theletter,them how jt may be'refer- 
red to Chriſte, and the ſacramentes of the Church, laſt in what 
ſenſe the ſame may be applied to euerie particalar Faithfull 
man. Which worke he began to write , while he was legatein 
-- Conſtantinople, but he S ſhedir afictirard when he was Bif- 
ſhop of Rome. This bleſſed man, bein in Conſtantinovle 
(upreſſcd an herelie of the ſtate of our relurretis (which thea 
M 2 


there 
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there aroſe)inthe very beginning, by the force of catholike 


$.Geege. trueth, and verite.For Extychius Biſhop of Conſtantin ple 
fir n | began to preache a falſe d Ine, which was , that our bodies 
kerely ri-. 1n the glorie of the refurreftion ſhnld beſo ſubtile , as is either 


h an 


fing in 


Conſtan- the winde,or ayer:{o that 1t ſhould nor be pol ſible to feele), or 
unople. touchethem. Which when S. Gregory had heard , he 


this opinion to be quite contrary to the right faith by the rea- 
fon of truth,and allo by the example of the reſurreQion of our 
Lorde.For the right,and catholike faith beleueth, that our bo- 
des being exalted 1n the glorie of immortalitie,ſhal in dede be 
ſubtile by the effet of ſpintual poure,but yetnot withſtiding 
able ro befelr,and touched for thetruth of our nature : accor- 
dingto the example of the bodice of our Lorde of which now 
roſen from death him ſelfe ſayde to his diſciples : Touche ye and 


4s ſee, for aſpirite hath nar fleſh ;nor bones as ye Ow bawe . In the al- 


ſertion of this faith the right reuercnd facher Gregory did la- 
boureſo much againſt this ypitert herefie, quenched f dro 
with ſuch diligence , and ſo vanquiſhed it by the healp of rhe 
yertuous Emperour Tiberizys Conſtantin , that from thence 


Thewvr forth noman was founde,which durſt be a ſtyrrer vp againe, 


kes of $ 
Gregory 


' or mainteiner therof , He made alſo an otherexcellent booke, 
which is called the Paſtorall . Wherin he declareth oor ; 
what manner of man he ought to be , which ſhould be choſen 
to rule the churche. And how the rulers therof ought to lyne 
them ſelues , and with what diſcretion inſtruft every one of 
their hearers,and alſo with how great conſideration ? B ſhuld 
daily weigh their owne, weakenes. Moreoner he wrote. 40. ho- 
milics yppon the Golpell, which he hath diuided by equall 
niaber into 2.volumes, He made alſo 4.bookes of dialogues,in 
which at the requeſt pf his Deacon Peter , he hath gathered 
the yvertuous dedes,of holy men,which him {elfe could either 
knowe in Italie,or heare of, for their fame, tothe example of 


good lyfe for all the poſterite, That like as in hus hookes gt 1 
”—= 
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fitions'he teacheth, in what vertues a man muſt laboure,ſo 
[he deengafboly mens miracles eight ſhower, 
and holy greatetheexcellencie of thoſe vertues'is. Furdermore 
bicauſei the firſt and laſt partes of Exechiel the propher ſemed 
obſcure and darke , he hath fully Gewed by 22, Homilies, 
how much light,and good matter is within them. ThatT nede 
not ſpeake of Jy {mal booke oFanſ{wers,which hewrot back to 
the queſtios of S\Aultin the firſt biſhop of Englilhmen,as I ha 


ue declares dey pacing the whole booke it {elf in this mine £1. «p. 


hiſtorie.Neiher 0 us other littell booke of Synodes,or Con- Fe 
cels which he hath made moſte profitably conferring with the 
biſhops of Iralic for the neceſlarie affaires of the church. Nor of 
"3 etters,ſenr ynto diuters men,Surely itis my thinke, 
maruaile,that he ſhould write (o manig, and {uch greatyolumes 
being (as he ſaith of him {clf)almoſt in al his youth yexed with 


the panes of his boyvells, and entralles,by the weakenes of his 
ſtomake.cucr more hekly ,and made faint and feble withagues 
though not yeris. feruent for the time, yer with Ky, opt 
cantigually Yong him.But 1n thelc his greate griefes coun- 
ting carefully with 

fonne which 1s receined js ſeourged before , the harder he was kept 
downe with theſe preſent aduerſities , the more certainly did 
he lifte vp humſelfe ,with the hope of cuerlaſting comforte, 
And this muche haue I fayde hitherto in the praiſe of has ex- 
cellent witte, which could not,no not with ſo greate weakenes 
of the bodie,be any thing debated, Now whereas other bilhops 
beſtowed their laboure 1n building of churches , ahd decking 


imſclfe, that the ſcripture ſathe,. E uerie 6.12. 


the lame with gold and ftluer,this man gaue him ſelfe all rOge- Ch 
** 8, Grape. 


ther to the gayning of foules. Whatſocuer monic he had, he 
ligently, di tnbuted,and gaue the ſame to. poore men, thar his 
bars nes mnt 04 remayne worlde without end,and bis borne be ex- 
ted in glorie for emer. Who might trucly faye of himſelfe thar 
grep or Wo mage ly fs of hls has 
OY ch M 3 the 


' ry 2 great 
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of Englad / 


arent, TH. 1 os xr or T by FA ; 
the eye ſang 41d beare witnes for me”, bycauſe.” Thad tilyutted the 
ion High out ,and the fatherles ch obo Bal he Thor Th 
bleſimg of the ering man came vppon me,and the heauy hartt of 
the wydowe did I comforts. T bane put on iuflice,and decked mie 
theer with aj with @ garment , and pretiouſe cro'wne it my iudpe- 
ment. 1 haue ben an eye to the blinde,and a foote to the lame. ] was 
a father of poore men and the cauſe which 1 knewe not 7 dthigently 
ſought for. I dyd breake in peaces theiawes of the rymuſte man and 
euen out of his teath pluckt I the praye : Anda litle after. - Yf I 
have denied(Jaith Tob)ro poore men what they haut aſked , and haus 
made the ryen of the widorwe loo ke longe for ber healpe:Yf I hawe ea- 
zen my meate alone,and the pore fat ert g childe hath not eaten the- 
reof with me. For eutn from myneinfancid mere hath grown with 
me,and out of my mothers wembe hit was horne with me. &c, 

perfeQte righte- 


” 
- 
4 
. 


whiche newer feared the mightie hoſtes of infidil and Sth ſent 


Mor» 


" 


| ſhrines of 
ch maſſes} words and petitios ful of 5. _— 
greate goodnes and petfeio:Dieſq; noſtroz in tua pace diſponas, in Roms 
atq; ab eterna danarione #0 eripi,et m eleforji tubrit inbea; prege! _.... 
numerart.Which'is to ſaye: Kid difp ofe our dayes in thy pea- 
ce:cotnatinde ys to be take fro etetnal Jinatis,andtgBenum-! _.... 
Bret in che flocke of thinedleftes. He goucrngd the church'of 
Chnff ih the reygne of the Emperoures Morys and Phijas; 
But in rhe.2.ycare of this Phocas Empire departing owt of this 
Kfhe went to the'trutYfe Which isin Keaueti His bodie was 
buryed in S.Peters hurche before the Yefterie, thexij'; daye of 
Marche. With the which bodie he ſhall ry{e in 


che. With the whu {e agayne herafterin' 
glorie,with other Paſtors of the holie church; fir his rabe was 

writeh (Ach ati II owe I BR(UIOY RF 11-00 ORG 

Thi corps,0 ear th,takey of the take now agiynt ro Keape 5 An Epita 
Pucyll tbe fans ng tk flyrre , to If; from Luhfall p65 1288 = 
Flis ſpirut abowe the ftarres 1: gon, where death ſhi nbeir preſſe." Tour | 
VVhnch rather Was 26d Vim: the rue byfe.to poſeeſſe, ng" r1 97 1} ©P® 
The chef Byſhop burydts,in thy: fepulchre hive-) © * 
V Vhicheger and in every pla wy or 
The bungrie man with foode he fedde, 


= Ke ra 
,the nake, Fed FINER 
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VVith facred ſermons Chriſten fowlti) from Satan powre be flayell! 
He: dyd'th r= yr thinge in ar yrs bd wig MP: a 
That he might be afatn ſe ſer,co men while be dyd preache. nolg7 
The Enpliſh land to Chriieh rarned by Yertuts force avid guyde,” 


Maki by that nrw nation, all Chriflendom mort wyde: "wa 
Toy bowe-thy care (hy fudie war good Poor end thypayur 
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Of chy poore flocks onto thy Lord, co bring the greateſt gaynet. 


V Vith theſe thy tri ' then ,reioyſe Gods by 70 Capitan, > 
For now rewarde of thy good work gh ly p17 rug 7M 


I muſt nor here with iylens paſſe ouer the reporte wich we ha- 
uc heard by ourelders and aunceſters,of S. Gregory, how and 
yppon: what occaſion -he was moued to beſtowe ſuche ili. 
ent laboure in the conuerſion of our cuntrie . Men laye ther- 
= , that on a certayne daye when, manic marchantes came 
to Rome,and bes into the market place dyuers wares to 
be ſpld, and marie alſo came thither to bye, that, cmongeſt 
them Gregory him ſelfe came to cheapen,and vew the market, 
Where, when emongeſt other thinges he had ſpydde younge 
men ſet to be ſold of white ſkinne and comly COUNTeBAance, 
with decent order,and colour of their heare,beholding them 2 
while,he demaundyd at laſt owt of what region , or land they 
were brought? And 1t was anſwered that they came or of the 
yle of Britannic, where the inhabitantes were all of that beutie, 
Then aſked he, whether che, peaple of chatylande were Chri- 
ſten men, or yer lyued in the paynims errors? And anſwer was 


; made,that they were all payn ms. Then this good man heauely 


ſ{yghing from the botome of his harte, Alas,q uoth he, jt is a p1- 
teoule cale,, that: the author of darknes ſhud polseſſe ſuche 


- bryghtbeayted people, and men of lofayre a face ſhuld inwar- 


, angli. 


» Angeli- 
(49, 


® of yorke 
Ply 


* Deir) 


dly beare ſo fowle.a ſoule . Than enquyred he an other thing 
farder, what was thename of that nation,or people? And when 
anſwer was geeven, that they were called * Angle , or engliſh, 
Fruely not wichqueeaule,quoth he, they be called Angles. For 
they hauvean "A ngels face « And 1t 15 imete ſuche men wcre par- 
rakeners,and. inherexoxs with the Angels in heauen , Bur what 
15,449FÞ he,the name of the prouinge,whencethey came? The 
marchantes.an{wered , that, the people, of that prounce were 
called ! Deyres . Marry -quoth he, = maye 1uſtly be named 
* Deyres.For they ſhalbe raken* From che yre of God ,and called 

to 
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to the mercie of Chriſt-But what s quot he,the kings name ,,,*** 
of that prouince? Whe it was anſwered thathis name was File, 
$. Gregory, alluding to the name,ſayde: Allelwie muſt be foun- ,; leit 

c ads Princes domintons to the prayle of Almightie God od {, 
his creator. And furthwith porngeo the Byſhop of che Roman pm : 
and Apoſtolike ſee ( for himſelte was notyet choſen Byſhop L 
thereot)he belowght hingthar he wold ſendinto Bricante,and 
to the Angle; there,certayne miniſters of the worde, by who- 
me they mowght be conuerted vnto Chnlſtfaying,rhat himſelf 
was ready to do this dede by the helpeatidaydeof God, byryer 
ſo , thatir ſhuld firſt pleaſe the Pope Apoſtalite 'to' permirre, 
andallow the ſame. Which his requeſt whe he conld hotrhen 
obtayne, ( for if the Biſhop worll haue graunted him that he 
alked,yer the Romans cou'de not had ſnffred him to' departs 
ſo farre from the catie) afterward, as fone as himfelfewas Byf- 
ſhopp , he browght it to paſſe, and falfifled this good worke, 
which he had before ſo logedeſyred {-ndingforth dyu=rsprea- 
chers,bur himſelfe helping at home with prayer,and godly cx- 
horrati6s,that their'prechrng might be Fritefal, and take good 
efte&. This much according to the opinion whache he Lia —— 
heard from our auncietiters I chowghr beſt to put inthe hiſto 
ric'of our Church. v5 OO NOTING, 

How Auſtin oxhorted the Briton Byſſhops tb thecatholike _ 


andaccord with a miracle done betore them:and howe he protfecy 
what vengeance ſnuldetallon them it they deſpiſed his wordes. 
The.z. Chap. 


A Bowt this tyme Auftrn by the ayde'and healpe of 

A king Ebert calted rogether the Byſhops and do&tours 

of bu greateſt proumce , and neareſt to him; whiche 

were the Britons,ro comune with che,inro a place whiche vn-/ 

ty] this dares calted A upuftinxar, as ye would faie the POWTT About 

and ſtrength of fwſtm ; 408.3 the botders of the Pefrig,and ord - 
weſt Saxons . There he began;with brotherly admonitian to 4 

perſiwadethEro be at peace, and catholike viutic with him, and 
| N to 


3 
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.r0 communicate with him for Gods ſake the laboure of pre< 
ching the goſpell to the heathen. of England. For as yet they 
keptnot the Eaſter ſondaye in dew time, but from the. 14.. to 
the.20,moone, Which compte 1s concluded in-the copas of 84. 
 yeares. They vicd moreouer manic other thinges contranie to 
the yratic of the church. Which when they had ben with longe 
diſcours declared,and theſe men neyther.fot prayers or exhox- 
tations,neytherfor rebukes or threttes of Auſtin,and his com- 
panie would geaue their aſſent, but rather preferred their own 
tradjtons before all other churghes whiche throwgh oy the 
whole worlde agreed with AuſtininChriſte , then chis holie 
father made an end of, 10. 16ge and troblefome ſtryfe,faying in 
this wyle.Let vs praye.yato God,which doch make men all of one 
mind: an] accord to arwel in hu fathers howſe,that he will yowch- 
ſafe to lignifie yato ys by ſome, beauenly {ignes, whiche tra- 
dition 1s ta befalowed, and by what, wayes we maſt ſpedely 
walke to,the entrance of his kingdome .., 'Therfare let here bg 


ME browght forth ſome ſicke body,and by whole praiers he ſhalbe 


Rilcs Faith 


cofirmed healed,let his fayth be beleaued , and his godly doinge be folo- 


<4 aa wed of ys all . Ta this when his aduerlaries/ had. graunted al- 


racle. 
thowgh vene ynwillingly,there was preſented a certaihe blind 
Engliſhman, Who being offred to the Briton prieſtes , when 
by their miniſterie he was not holpen ,/ne coulde be cured. , at 
the length S. Auſtin compelled by 1uſt,and greate neceſsirie fel 
on his knees to the father of our Lord Iefus'Chriſte,beſeching 
him,that he would reſtore fightto chis blinde perſon; thaphad 
loſt it,and that by thegorporallillumination, and bodely/ligh- 
tning of one man his en grace mought enkendle light in 
the hartes of mane faythtull . And forthwith the blynde man 
fawe:and Auſtin was praiſed of the people as a-trexw precher of 
all crueth and yeritie ,'Then thele Bricons confeſſedin deade, - 
that they, ynderltod,that to be.the true waye of ryghteoulnes, 
which Azfinhad preched and ſhewed the, Bur yer they ſayde, 


that. 


. 
- 
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that they couldenot alter and change thair ode cuſtomes and 
ordinances without the conſent and hcens of their clerges and 
people... They defyred therefore that they myght hatie a 
leconde Synode of a greater multitude,” Whiche when it 
was appointed tobe to, there came by reporte ſeauen 
Briton Biſſhops , and many other well lerned men ſpeci- 
ally oute of their greateſt monaſterie at Bangor , where at that 
time Dynoth was Abbot. Thele men being now redie to goe 
to the forlaide Synode came. firſt to a certamme holy and wiſe 
man(which lyued there about an Anchoretes lyfe ) to alke his 
counſel,whether they ought at Auſtins preaching and exhor- 
tation leaue their traditions,orno?Who an{wered them : if he 
be a mi of God,folow him. But how ſhal we prove(layd they) 
that he 1s a man of God? The Anchoret an{wered: our Lord 
layth,takey: on:yow my yooke,and lerne ye of me. For ] am milde, Math. 1. 
and humble of hare. Y t therfore this Auſtin be milde,and hum- 

ble of harte, 4t 1s likely that hum felfe beareth the' yooke of 

Chriſt and will offer you the ſame to beare/But if he be curſt, 

and proude,it 15 certaine,that he-15 not of God , neither mnſt 

we much cſteme his wordes. Then they enquired againe of 

him, how they might know whether this Auſtin were proude, 

or no? Marry quoth he, prouide ye that he with his compaine 

come firſte to the place of the Synode, or counſel houle. Th, ge. 
Andit when ye approche nere, he anſeth coutteoully to you, necali gue, 
thinke ye that he1s the ſeruant of Chriſte,and ſo heare ye him $auiour | 
obediently.But if he delpite yow, nor will youcheſafe ro ryſe 5) <08- 
at your preſence, which are the morein number, lethim like- a par:ica- 
wile be de{pifed of /yowe..' And truly as'this Anchorer bad + 
them,{o did they. For it happened that when they camethither 

S. Auſtin was alredy there.and fate 1n his chayre. Which when 

they ſawe,ſtraight waye 1wwexing wrothe they noted him of 

pride , and therforeendevored to. ouerthwarte and gainſaye, 

what {ocuer he propoſed, His oracion briefly avas thus: Al- 

N 2 though 


Pp, 
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Thre c5. though(dere brethern) in manie other points ye doe contrarie 
eioos tO Our cultome,or rather contrarie to the cuſtome of the vni- 
propotes ucriall churche of Chriſte , yet not withitanding if ye. will. in 
Briton 9r thelg 3.thinges conſent, and obey vnto me: that 15;to celebrate 
biſhops: the Eaſterin dew tame,to accompliſhthe miniſtene of bapriſ< 
me(by which we are borne againe to. God.) according to, the 
maner of the holie Roman , and Apoſtolike churche,and laſt 
of all ro preache with. vs to this Engliſh: nati the word of our 
Lorde;all your other ceremomies , rites, faſhions , and cuſtoms 
though they be contrary to oures,yet we will willingly ſuffer 
the,and be content to beare with the. But they anſwered , that 
they would doe none of the thinges requeſted, neither would 


compre him for thexr Archebiſhop : ſayeng with them ſelues: 


A wron- 


o and Nay it he would notſo mucheas nile to vs, truely the more we 
vacacre- ſhoulde now ſubiecte our (elues to him , the more woulde he 


te fucan- 


le, hereafter deſpiſe vs,and let vs at naught. To whome the good 
man of God S.Auſten thretfully proficied, that, if they would 


not take peace, and be at. accord with their bretherg ; they 
ſhould receaue and feele warre: from ther enemies . And yf 
they wold not preache to the Engliſh men the waye of ly 
fe , they ſhould luffer at theirhande , and by their powerthe 
vengeance of death. Which thing in al pointes came toto paſle 
as he forlayed,by the legret working of Gads.1udgement. For 
A ookecy © happened afterward,that the moſt mighry king of Engluh 
of S. Au- men Edilfrede(of whome I haue ſpoken before ) gathering a 
+7 greate armie, made at the citie , which the Engliſh men call 
file, Legaceſter,butthe Britons better Carlege,a foule ſlaughter of 
this vucaichfull and naughty people. Bor being now redy to 
geue the onſet of the fight , when he had ſpiddetheir prieſtes 
(which came together to praye to God for the fouldiers war- 
ringe)ſtand a parte from = reſt in a ſure and ſafe place , he 
demaunded, what they were , and to what end they came-thi- 
ther? Now the moſt parte of thele pneſtes were of the mo- 


naſterie 
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naſterie of Bangor , where was fayde to be fo 'greata num- 
ber of monkes,that this monaſtene bezng duuded im to ſeauen 


The mo- 


companies, 'with eche companie his teuerall aſſigned ruler; ot Bigor 
none of theſe compaines. had lefie then \ hundred perſons, 2+ 


who all did ever lyue by the labour of their owne handes. 
Manie therefore of chem afrer their 3.dayes faft;came with-the 


reſt to.thaftorlaide armie, to'pray tor the louldiers: hauing allo. Faſting | 


by them a defendour named Brockmal,whaſhould keape,and 
preſerue them from the weapons and ſtrokes of their enemies, 
while they were thus erneſtly bent to-theiv prayers . This the 
cauſe of their comminge thither, when king Edeltrede had vn- 
derſtoode,heſayd: Yf theſe men crie and call yppon/ their God: 
againſt vs,ttuly although they haue no armoure, yet they fighe 
apainſt ys,who with their wicked wordes , and hatefull curſes 
pertecute vs. Therefore he commaunded his ſouldiers firſt to) 
aſſault them. And {o he vanquiſhed atter, the other parte of this 
deteſtable hoſte, but yet not without greate loſle of his owne 
men. ':Itis reported , that there were ſlaine in that warres of 
them which came to praye,aboutea thouſande , and two hun+ 
dred men,and only hftie to-haue eſcaped by flight.For Brock 
male at the firſt comming of his ennenues fled ſtraight with 
all his ſouldiers,and whome he ought to haue defended , lefre 
them all naked and bare to the ſtrokes of the fworde.So in this 
manner was fulfilled the prophetie of holye biſhop Auſtin. 
Who was himſelf longe betore that taken out of this life to the 
kingdom of heauen.And thus theſe vngratioule,and falſe peo- 
ple tuffred che punuhment of remporal death, bicauſc they had 
refuſed, and delpiled the holſome countell of perperualllife, . 
and faluatian offered them. 


; _ the ſaide Auſtin made Mellite and Iuſtus Byſhops,and ofhis 
eath, | 
The.z. Chap. | 
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and prays 
taſi imatie- 
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4n.c04, JF Nitheyere of thincarnation of our Lord . 604.Auſtin Ar- 
{| chebiſhop of Britanmie conſecrated y.Byſhops, Mellite and 
'Tuſtus. The one, that is,Mellite to preache to the prouince 


6-4 of the * Eſte Saxons, which are ſeparated from kent with the 


andthe T'ems.And arefaſtioyned tothe Eſte ſca. Whole chiefeci- 


coun- ties London, of {ituation nereferte yppon the banckes of the 


London, Huddecalled the T'ems.a princely mart towne , of manic peo- 


ple arrming thither by ſeaandlande. In the which countne at 
© thattime raygned Sabercth Elbertsnefue by his ſyſter Recula. 
Although this Sabereth was himſelfe vnder the dominion of 
the ſame Elbert,who was(as I haue before faide ) king ouer all 

the Enghihmen,cuen vnto the end of the fludde Humber. 
Mettire Now as ſoneas this prouince by the preaching of Mellite had 
the ft ; receaued the worde of trueth,king Elbert builded un thecitie 
Lora, of London S.Powles churche, where Mellite, and his ſuccel(- 
"roy fourseuer after ſhould haue their biſhops (ce. The other, which 
To was laſtus, Auſtin ordeined biſhop in kent, in acitie of Caun- 
rerburydioceſ{e, which the Enghihmen called Rotcheſterg by 
Tout the the nameof the chiefeſt citiſen, or ruler thereof . | Whichis un 
thopof diſtaunce from Caunterbury towne aboute24.miles weſtwar- 
wecne- de. Inthe whichcitie king Elbert builded S. Andrew the apo- 
ſtles churche , and gaue-manie goodly and diuers giftes torche 
biſhops of bothe theſe churches, thats , S..Paules in London, 
and S. Andrews at Rotcheſter.Likeas-he gauealſo others to the 
biſhop of Caunterbury.and-moreouer he added territories and 
poſſeis:ons therto,for the better maintaining of them that ly- 
Thede- ned with theſe biſhops. After this the derely beloued maofgod 
— holie father Auſtin died.and his bodie was laied by the church 
eurzpo- Of the bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and Paule, (-of which church I 
Me haue made mention before) without the dore therof,bycaule it 
was not yet finiſhed, nor dedicated . But as fone as the churche 
was dedicated , his body was brought in , and decently buried 


in the north porche of the lame churche, 
Wher 
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Wheralſo wer interred the bodies of all the Archebiſhgps/to- 
lowing,cxcept1y.only,that is, Theodore and Berthwold. Who- 
ſe bodies, wers layed:inthe church.it lelfe , bycaule the porche Memories: 
could receiue.no more. This church hathalmoſtin the middeſt deparred. 
of hit ani aulter dedicatedan the honour pf S, Gregory the Po- | 
pe.at the whicheaultercuery laterday ihar, memories are lolem- _ 
nely celebrated by the prieſt of that place.In the tumbe of this 
fame Auſtin was writen ſuch an epitapheas folowerh. 

Here lyeth and reſteth bleſſed S: Auſtin, the firſt Arches 1b, 4 
biſſhop of Cawnterbury who was ſent hether of holye $.Gyes 5. Augut: 
gory Biſſhop of Rome; and ſtrengthened of God by working 
of miracles .VVho converted king Elbert and bis royaulme x. 


bein Cas 
unteebu + 
fromthe worſhypping of idols to ah ay of Chriſte: and ſo 


_ 


fadfilling in peace the dayes of his 0; ce, he dyed the.26. of 
| | Maye- 


THE HISTORXIE OF THE" 

Mayen tht raygne of the Joe king Elbert. "I 

How Laurence with his other Byſſhops warned the Scottes of the 

vnitie of the catholike churche, and ſpecially to folowe theſame in ce- 
lebrating the Eſter. And how Mellite came to Rome. 

| The. 4. Chap. 

STEM Fter the death of S . Auſtin Lawrence ſucceded in the 
the ſec6d , Bylihoprik. Whom S.Auſtin himſelfe while he lyned 


—_— | had ordeyned therto , leſt chat after he was deade the 


bagorer- ſtate of this churche,rude as yer,and lately conuerted mought 
| In to wauer,and fall , yt hit ſhuld haue lacked a Paſtor and 
er neuer {0 lytle while . Wherin he folowed the example of 
' the firſt paſtor of the churche, that is,of the moſte bleſſed, and 
Prince of thappoſtles S.Peter . who when he had layed at R 0+ 
me the foundation of Chriſtes churche , conſecrated Clement 
for his ſucceſſor, who had cuer before ben his healper in pre; 
| Ching the goſpell . This Laurence being nowe Archebilſhop 
| Ge botro bly the fundations of thus his churche dyd en+ 
creale, which were wel and ſtrongly layde. And he endeuoured 
ro lyfte vp the ſame to their perfayre highnes ;bothe by often 
wordes of holieexhorrans,and allo cotinaal exiples of deuou» 
te and podly workes . And'rruly he hofully carednor only for 
the newe Chutche,wich'was now oarhered of Englitheme, but 
alſo for thethurche of the old 4 habitarires of Britannie,, and 
, of the Seotres to, who harboured in Ireland the next yleto 
Britznhy: forthe which people alfo he laboared as a true paf- 
tour and prelat:Foras fone as he knewe the lyfe and profeſsion 
' of the Scortes ih their forenamed cuntne, to beſkarce Eecleſt- * 
aſticall , and: well ordered in manie pointes (lyke as was the 
Britons at that tymein Bricarinie ) {peaally bycaule rhey cele- 
brated not the folenmtie of Eſter 19 dew tyme , but ( as I haue 
before ſhowed) thowghe that they. muſt oblcrue and celebrate 
| .  thedaycof our Lords rrefuretio from che, 4-mone to the, 20, 
Que #4 hel faye with the ather Bylhops wrote ynto them an ex+ 
ri horting 
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horting epiſtle,beſeching and prayin them to receaueand ke- ne 
pe the ocicte of peace , and vnitic of Catholike obſernation, reconeile 
with that churche of Chriſte which is ſpredde, ouer all the —_—_ 
whole wordle ,- The beginning of this epiſtle was ſuche : To thir | 
our dereft bcloued brethern the Byſſhops and A bbortes throwgh out tothe 
all Scotland, Laurence , Mellite and Tuftus Byſſhops, and ſernantes Pn 
ro them that ſerue God preating . V Vhen as the aig yrs ne tr AY 
cording to thaccuſto maner therof to ſend mio all places of the apoſto- 
wordle)direfled and ſent vs vnotheſe weſt quarters , to preache the "© 
word of God to 5.99 #7, "evwn to hethen ment Vs t0 entre 
into this yle which is called Britanme. V Vhere thinking that all that 


dyd beare the name of Chriſten men walked according to the cuftomed 
waye of the vninerſall churche , we honored with greate reverence as 
with Britons ,as the Scones. But after we had wel proued aud tryed 
the Britons to fwar ue from the ſame , we yet indeed the Scortes for 
better men .Marye nowe we hane lerned by ByſJhop Dagamus.com- 


ming ro thi before mentioned yland , and wwe doe x62, wr by the 


Abbot Columban of Fraunce,that the Scottes do nothing differ from 
the Bruons in their conerſation. For Byſjhop Dagamus cOmmg to Vs, 
wold not only not eate with vs, but not ſo mitche 4t eate bis meate m 
that houſe where we were. exce. This Laurcce with the other Byl- 
ſhops, ſentalſoletters worthie and mete for his degree, to the 
Briton prieſtes, With which letters he hofully ſowght and car- 
neſtly laboured to confirmeand ſtrenghthen the in the catho- 
like ynitie:but how muche he hath auailed therin theſe preſent 
- dayesdo now well declare , About this tyme came Mellite Mutlie 
by{ſhop of London to Rome, there to commune and counſell > v8 
with the Apoſtolike Pope Boniface for neceſſaric cauſes of the don tra- 
the Engliſh churche And when as this right reuerent rey aha 


Pope had called a Synode of the Biſhops of Italy , tro appointe wen 


| lomeorder,as concerning the life of monkes, and their __me = 
ſtate, Mellite him ſelfeſate amongeſt them, the 8. hrs of the 
- raigneof Focas the Emperour,thez.Inditon,and the mor 
| .. © 
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of February,thart what thing ſo euer were regularly decreed the 
re he allo ſubſcribing therunto might confirme them with his 
authorite,and returning to Britannie might bringe them with 
him to the Engliſh churche, as precepts and rules to be kept, 
and oblerucd.As allo beltde thele rules, certain epiſtles which 
the ſame Biſhop of Rome wrote,and directed to the derely be- 
loued in Chriſte, Archebiſhop Lawrence,and all the clergy:and 
with other letters which he wrote likewiſe to king Elbere,and 
all the Engliſh men. This 15the ſame Boniface which was the 
4-.Biſhop of Rome after S.Gregory. Who by erneſt ſuit obtai- 
neda temple of the Emperour Focas for the Chriſtians, 
Which temple of auncient time was cuer called by a Greke 
name Pantheon,as who wold ſaye , the temple of all Goddes. 
Out of which temple this Boniface caſting forth all filchines, 
{ Ln x and purging hit cleane,made a church therof1n the honour of 
indeth our ladic the bleſſed mother of God,and all the holy martyres 
io Rome of Chriſte, that the number of duels being ſhure out thence, 


daye.and the bleſſed compaue of Saintes might haue there a perpetuall 


6b called MEMNOrIC. 
rotunda, How whenthe kinges Elbert and Sabareth were deade,t heir ſucceſ- * 
ſours brought vp againe idolatrie . Whereuppon Mellite and Juſtus 


depart our of Britannie, 


_ The.s. Chap. 
I| N the yeare of thincarnation - our Lorde 613.(which was 


the 21.after that biſhop Auſten,aud his compaine were ſent 


to the Engliſh nation to preache) Elbert king of kent after 
his remporall reigne , which he had ys moſt glorioully the. 


ſpace of 55.yeares,cntred into eternall bliſſe of the kingdome 
of heauen. Who was the third king of the Engliſh men , and 
The fiſt reyned ourall the South prouinces, which are ſeparated from 
kinzes of the North by the fludde Humber, and the borders adioyning 
Briea""Y+ therto. But he was the firſt of all the kinges thar entred in to 
and 4ip- the kingdome of heanen . For the firſt Engliſh ing , was Ell 


ſhece, king of the South Saxons ,the tecond Celin king of the VV:ft 
$ axons 


Fi 
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$4xons whome they called Crwlin.The third,as we haue ſayde, 2 
was Elbert king of Ket.After him the fourth was Reduale king FER 
of the Efle Engliſh. Who while king Elbert yet lived, was chief Suffolck, 
gouerner of his countne , and royalme vnder him . The fy- yrnpe= _ 
ueth was Ed'wine, kinge of Northiberland , that1s,king of all | Wig 
the inhabitants about the north parte of the fludd Haber. Thus , xt 
king being a prince of greater powre the all other that ruled in 
Briranmie,raigned both ouer the Engliſh men, and Britons to, 
except the people of Kent,and added moreouer to the Engliſh 
domunions and kingdome,the Bricon Ilandes called Menuante, 
which lye betwex Ireland and Britannie. The ſixth was Of- 
wald king allo of Northiberland a moſt- Chriſten prince. 
Whoſe dominions were as large. The ſcuenth was Otwy his 
brother, keping the kingdome almoſt within equall boundes 
for a certaine time. Bur after,he coquered for the moſt part the 
Pies and Scottez me which dwelled in the North quarters of 
Britiny:and madethe enbutarie. But we wil ſpeak of that here 
after. King Elbert died the 24.day of February,the2:.yere,after 
that he had recciued the faith, being ful paſt :and 1s layde #n S. 
Martins porch, within the church of the bleſſed Apoſtels Peter 
and Paul,wwher alſo Quene Bertha1s buried. Which king beſide 
other his deades that he bonrefully beſrowed vp6 his ſubiettes, 
gaue and appointed them by the conlel of wiſe me certaine la- 
wes and mdicial decrees according to thexiple of the Romans: R 
which being write in the Engliſh rogue are vntil this day kept Kr” pcs? 
of the and as occaſis {crueth practiſed. In which his lawes and 2; knge 
decrees he firſt and chiefly ordeirig what amends he oughe to ict cri. 
make, which had by thefre taken away ame thinge from the wagon 
churches,biſhops,or other orders. Wherecin the king prouided kear, 

a lafegard,aud {urtie forthem,whom, and whole dotrine he , 
had now receiued . This Elbert'was the ſon of Irminrike 
whole father was Ota,and Ocaecs father Ornch , called al(> 
| Oitke, Of whom the kinges of ket are wont to be call:d 'Oil- 
og O 2 kinges 


% 
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kinges. This Orriches fathers name was Hengjſt , who with 
his Oilke being ſent for of Vortiger , firſt entred into Bri» 
tannie, as I haue ſhewed before. | 

But after the death of Elbert , when Eadbald his ſonne had ta- 
ken on him the rule of the royalme,he greately hindered , and 
dammaged there the younge ſpringes and render encreaſes of 
the churche. For he would not only not accept and maiti- 
teyne the faith of Chriſt, but he was alſo polluted and defiled 
with ſuche a fornication , as the Apoſtle witneſſeth neuerto 
baue ben heard of amongeſt the gentils, which is , that he had 
married his fathers wife. With which y.heynouſe factes he 


Reuolting -aue occaſion to his ſubiedtes to returne to their former filthe 


from the 


Faith in and yomit, which vnder his fathers raigne or for fauour or fea» 
kent. reofthe king had yelded to the lawes of Chriſten faith and 
chaſtite , But the ſcourges of God, and vengaunce from hea» 
uen wanted not , to the pumiſhing and correcting of this vn- 


faithfull way anc he was plaged with often frenſy of minde, 


Vengeafi- and raging fury of an yncleane ſprite. Nowe beſides all this the 
God, deathalſoofkin g Sabareth , king of the Eſte Saxons muche 
encreaſed the trouble,and perſecution of rhe churche. Who de- 
parting hence to theeuerlaſting Agron of heauen , lefthis 
1uj.ſonnes remaining yet Pays s , heyres of his way Ms 
kingdome in carth. After the death of their father they gan 
ſtraightwaic and openly to folowe idolatnie,which while their 
father liued,they ſemed ſomewhat to haue relented: geuing al- 
ſo free licence to al their ſubiefs.to worſhip idols. Thele prin- 
Ces on a certaine time when they {awe the bilſhop in the chur- 
The peo- Che, after he had celebrated the ſolemnites of the maſle geaue 
_ * the people the ſacrament, being puffed vpp with barbarouſe, 
a Maſſe. and rudefolie,ſaide (as the common reporte 1s)thus vnto him; 
Why doeſt thou not geaue vs alſo ſome of that white breade, 
which thou diddeſt geue our father Saba , ( for ſo they were 
want to call eos Sabareth) and which thou doeſt not 


ya 


\ 
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yet ceaſe togeauethe people in the churche? Towhome 
he anſwered : Yf ye wil be waſhed in that holſome fone, whe- 
rein your father was,ye maye likewiſe cate of this bleſſed brea- 
de,whereof he was partakener . But if ye contemne the laue- 
torie of life, ye can 1n no wile taſte the breade of life, We will ,,_,._.. 
not({aid they)enter into this font of water , for we knowe we ſed ſacra- 
haue no nede thereof. But yet neuertheles we will cate of that jetty. 
breade. And when they had ben often and erneſtly warned life. 
off the biſhop , thatit could not be, that without holy purging, 
and clenfing by baptiſrae any man nught communicate ofthis = 
moſt holie oblation,they atlaſt.in their furze and rage ſayde to 
the biſhop:wellit thou wilt not conſent to vs 1n 1o ſmalle a 
matter as we a{ke of the,thou ſhaltnot hensforth abade 1n our 


Prounce and dominions, And [rraightway they expelled him. ROPE 


Commaunding him,and all his companie to depart their roy- gr Chris 


alme. Who being expelled thence went into. kent, tocommon. on yo 


there with Laurence, and Tuſtus his fellow biſhops,what were Landes 


beſt ta be done in this caſe. And by comon conſent it was con- Eng 


cluded, that better it were for them all , to returne into their ce. 
countries,and there to ſerue God-with a free minde, and quiet 
conſcience,then to abade with thoſe barbarouſe men , or lue 
amongeſt {uch rebelles of the faith, without all fruit or prof. 
Therlore Mellue , and Iuſtus departed firſt, and came to 
the coaſtes of Fraunce purpoling there to expete, and attende 
for the1fſue of theſe matters . So ſhortly after, theſe kinges, Reuoleig 
which had driuen from them this preacher of truerhfell freely «on 
toidolatne,and worlhipping of diuells. But yet not without Londons 
the vengeance of God. For on a time waging battaile againſt 
the Geniflans,they with their whole armie were ſlaine. But al-- The ven- 
though the authors of this miſſcheffe were thus deſtroied , yer $$39* ** 
could not the common people ons ſtirred to naughtynes be a- ſuing, 
mended,and reuoked to the fimplicite of faith , and charite, 
whach 1s in Chnſ, ; 

O 3; How 
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How Lawrence chaſtened by.S. Peter conuerted king Edbald to 
CHO immediatly atter called backe Mellite and Iluſtus to pre- 
ache. 

The. 6. Chap, 


— _ _——» 
- 
A 


>>| Hen Laurence was now ready to forſake Bri- 


| V 1 tannie , and goe after Mellite and Iuſtus , he 


A 


* 
| 


(NG 5/2) commaunded the might before he went , his 
WAWIL/ES ' bed to be brought forth,and layedin S. Peter, 
RAIN A/e'7 | and Paules churche, of which churche we ha- 
by === ue oftentimes ſpoken.Where , when after ma- 
|) nie his praters,and teares powred out to God for the ſtate of 
') the church,repoting his body to reſt, and ſleaping in his bed- 
. de,the bleſſed Apoltle S.Peter appeared to him:who icourging 
him with ſharp 1tripes a greate while inthe cloſe*and ſecret 
night , chalenged him with Apoſtolicall auctorite , and alked, 
why he would forlake the flocke, which he himfelfe had com- 
mitted ynto him?and to what ſhepeherd , renning now awas- 
ye,he would leaue the ſheape of Chriſte belette in the mid- 
deſt of wolfes . Haſtthou, quoth he , forgotte myne exam- 
ple, who for thelytle ones of Chriſte, which he commen- 
ded to mein witnes and token of his loue , dyd ſuffer fet- 
ters , {trypes , enpriſoninges , aftiicions , and arr the laſte 
death it ſelfe , yea the death of the croſle, by infidels , and the 
enemies of Chriſte, that I mought be crowned with him ? By 
thele $ . Peters ſtrypes , and with theſe his exhortanons Law- 
rence the ſeruant of Iefus Chniſte being ſtyrred vp , and enco- 
uraged,came boldly to the king erly in the morning , and loo- 
{ing his garment ſhewed him , hovw ſore he was beaten , and 
infully his fleſh was torne . Theking amaled therat meruay- 

Jed much with himſelfe. And enquyred who durſt be fo bold as 
to whypand ſcourge ſuch a man,as this Lawrence was. But as 
ſone as he had heard,that for his owne healthes ſake and falua- 
tion this by{ſhop had fuffred ſo greueoule beatinges , yea and 
that of the Apoſtle of Chriſte, he feared much, And afterward 

| abane 
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abandoning all worſhip and honour of ydols,renouncinge al- 
ſo his vnlauful mariage he embraced the fayth of Chriſte . and 
being baptiſed he wh, Henk: to keape and mayntaine the ſtate 
of the churchein all pointes to his vetermoſte power. Moreo- 
yer he ſent into-Fraunce , and called home Mzllire and [ uſtus 
commaunding them to returne to their churches and freely in- 
ſtructe their lock. Thus the yeare after their departure they 
returned againe, I uſtus to Rocheſter, where he was bilbop. But 
as for Mellitethe Lodoners wold not receaue,although he was 
their by{ſhop,chofing rather,to obey idolatroule byllhops then 
him . And truly king Edbald was not a Prince of ſo greate 

ower and ſtrenght as was his father,that he might reſtore this 
DRE to his churchenorwithſtanding the paynim Londi- 
ners reli{taunce , but for his owne part, and all his ſubiedes, 
fro the daye,that he was conuerted to our Lord , heſubmitted 
himſelfe to the precepts of God. Moreouer he buylt a chap- 
pellin the honour of our ladie the bleſſed mother of God 
within the monaſterie of S.Perer head of thappoſtles . Which 


chappell Mellite the Archebilſhop conlecrated. 
How biſhop Mellite quenched with his prayer the fyreburning 


the citie of Caunterbury, 
The.7.Chap. 


Or in the raygne of this king Edbald the holye Arche- 
F- bilhop Lawrence departing hence to the kyngdome of 

heauen,and being burycd, the ſeuenth daye of Februarie 
inthe churche and monaſtene of S , Peter thappoltle falt by 
his predeceſiour A uftin , M:llize who was biſhopp of London, 
late in the See of Caunterbury churche , third Archebyſlhopp 
after S. Auſtin: when as /uftus was yet a lyuc,and biſhopp of 
Rocheſter, Which y.Prelates becaule they dyd rule and gouer- 
ne the Englith churche with greate labour , and diligence, re- 
ceiued eftloones exhorting epiſtles from: Boniface Byiep of 


the Roman and Apoſtolique lee, Who after Den/dedir ( other- 
wilc 
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wiſecalled Theodatus ) gouuerned the Church in theyeare 
of our lord 6:8 . Melk:e was often troubled with infirmities 
of the bodic,and muche greaued with the gowte, yet notwith- 
{tanding cuer hole and ſounde of mynde . Who paſsing ouer 
{pedely all erthly chinges,hyed him faſt to the blyſſe of heauen 
which is cuer to be beleued,euer to be wyſlhed for,andeuer to 
be ſowght for . He was alſo noble by byrth , but muche more 
noble Br the excellencieof his mynde . I will reherlc one to- - 
kenof his vertue; by which a man maye caſcly.geſle the reſt, 
When yppon a certaine tyme the citie of Caunterbury by ne- 
gligence was take with fyre,and began to waſte and conſume 
awaye by muche encreafing of the flames, ſo that no helpe of 
man,no caſtinges of watertheron was able to queche or ſtaye 
it, the greateſt parte of the citie being atlength nere burnt and 
the furtouſe flaſhes extending them ſelues euen to the Byl- 
ſhops place,this good by{ſhop ſeing mans healpe now to fayle, 
Fog truſting only in the ayde and | Area of God,commaun- 
dyd that he myghr be carryed out of his howſeand ſette againſt 
theſe fierce flawes of fyre percing and flyengall rounde abou- 
te. Now where the greateſt rage ofthis burning was , there. 
was the place of martyrdome of the.q. hollie crouned Saintes. 
 Whan then the byſhop by his ſeruantes was brought forth,and 
| ſette1n this place, here he began withe prayer , ſycke as he was, 
© todryue awayethe peryll of fyre : which the ſtowght ſtrength 
of ſtronge men 4 0 ucke labour could not before bryng to . 
aſſe. And beholde the wynde that blew fro the Southe wher- 
S this fire was firſt kendled and blaſted abrode , now ſodenly 
bent againſtthe Sourhe, firſt tepered his blaſres, for feare of hur- 
ting the places agile 4 in thother ſide,and after quyte quen- 
ching the flames,ceafing,and extinguiſthing the fyre, made all 
calme and welagaine. And truly this good man of God,which 
dyd feruently alwaye burne with the tyre of 1inwarde chante, 
and was wont with his often prayers , and hollie exhortations 
eo 
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todryue from himſelfe and al his,the daunger of ghoſtly tem- 
tations,and trowble by ſpryghtes of the ayre,might now uſtly 
preuaile againſt the wynde ,and eaſcly ceaſe thele worldy fla- 
mes,and obtayne that they hurted nor him,nor his: Who after 
he had ruled the churche.y. yeares deceaſed hence to heauen, , 
in the raygne of king Edbeld andis buryed with his predecel- Auguſti 


ſours in the ofrmentioned monaſterie,and churche of S.Peter, £2n 
the yeare of our Lord.624.and the.:2.dayc of Februanie. bury, 


How Pope Boniface ſent Iuſtus Mellites ſucceſſor a palleandan 


epiſtle, 
The.$. Chapter. 
T O whomeTuſtus ſucceded inmediatly in the Byſhop- 


rike, who was Byſſhopp of Rotcheſter . Ouer whiche 
church he appointed for him Roman, and conſecra- 

ted him Byſhop. For nowe had Tuſtus receyued authoritie to Avthri- 
ordeyne Byſhops, from the hygh Byſhop Boniface , ſucceſſour Rome ts 
of Deuſdedit,as we ſaicd before; The forme of which authorite ws A 
is as foloweth: To ourdereſt beloued brother Iuſtus, Boniface y 
ſendeth greating. How godly, and how erneſtly yow haue, Alcrer 
dere brocher, laboured for the Goſpell of Chriſt ,not only the gonitice - 
tenour of yourepiſtle directed ynto vs,but allo the perfeon, + wa 
andend of your doinges, haue well andfully declared. Foral- Arches. 
mighte God hath nor forſaken eyther the glorie of his name, 2 -**% 
or the frayte of your labour. Wheras himlclfe faythfully hath 
promiſed the prechers of his Goſpell ſayng: Behold I am with 
ow alwayes euen ynto the end of the wordle. Which thing elpe- 
cially his clemencic hath ſhewed in this your miniſteric , ope- 
ning the harres of the gennles , to receyue the ſingular myſte- 
ne of yourpreching . Forhe hath made moſte honorable the 
ſtate of your dignitic by his grace and goodnes, whyle that 
himſelfe hath prepared youlo fertell fruytes viing moſte pro- 
uidently his talentes committed to yowe , geauing yowe this 
gytre,that yowe may now afvigne and ſhewe whab countries 

|  #Þ plentt- 


Maith.zf 


A.41th,10. 


Mſal.s, 


the preching of manye,mayethe better 
tions,that be not yet conuerted, Let therefore your brotherly 
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plentifully multplyed in the fayth by yow. And this is geauen 
you in recompence, bycauſc you perſiſted continually in this 
miniſterie of preching appointed to yowe, looking with law. 
dable pacience , for the redemption of that people to whome 
yow were ſent, and that they might geate ſome good by your 
merytes,and labour : whole faluation is nowe begonne wyt- 
neſsing our Lordlayeng: He that ſhall land, and perſeuere 
20 the end,he it 4 that Truths ſaued. Yeare therfore ſaued by the. 
hope of patience, and by the vyertue of longe ſuffring , fo that 
now the hartes of infidels being purged, and healed from their 
naturall, and ſuperſtitionſc deſeaſe may receyue the mercye of 
their Sauiour, For after we had read the letters of ouredere 


fon lang Adelwald , we vnderſtode with what greate lerning, 


and inſtruction of holy ſcrypture yow haue browght him, to 
the belefe of thundowbted faithe , and trewly conuerted him 
to Chriſte. Wheruppon we preluming and purting ſure afh- 
aunce in the greate mercie of God,doe hope,and beleaue, that 
not only king Adelwaldes {ubiees,but allo all the next dwel- 
lers and inhabitauntes abowt him ſhall receiue by your pre- 
ching parfe& ſaluation andlife euerlaſting.To the entent that 
as it 1s writen:the reward of your perfit and ended worke , be geuin 


yowe from our Lorde,the geauer of all good thinges, Andat the 


length the vniuerſall confeſs10n of all nations , receiuing the 
venitie of Chriſtian fayth , maye manifeſtly declare , that their 


ſounde hath gon forthe our all the earth , and their 'wordes eucn to 


the vitermoſt partes of all the wordle. Wherfore of our bounte- 
ouſnes we haue ſent yow by the bearers of our preſent letters a 
palle. Which we geue yow lycence to vie only in thecelebra- 


ti8n of the moſte holy myſteries praunting yow moreouer by 


the grace,and mercye of our Lorde,the ordeyning of Biſhops, 
when occaſion ſhall require , For {o the golpel of Chrilte by 
e {predd ouer allna- | 


chatits 


' 
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charite keape' with a pure minde, and fincere intention this 
authorite, which it hath nowe receiued by the bountifulnes of 
the ſee Apoltolique, In remembrance and token whereof 
yowe ſhall here receiue, to your vle as prelat there, this 
Robe which we ſend you . It remaineth that calling continu- 
ally for the mercye , and grace of our Lorde , you endeuoure 
to be ſuch a man,as maie vſe the rewarde of this our graunted, 
and geauen autorite worthelye , and nor to anyedaunger , or 
lofle of ſowles:but rather that yow maye be able to ſhewe, and 

reſent thelame hereaftzr , before the 1udgement ſeate of the 
hieſr,and molt aſſured Judge ro come, with the gaine of manie 
ſowles to God. Who keapeand preferue yow alwayes in heal» 
the moſtderely beloued bro ther. 


Of the raigne of king Edwyne: and how Pauline comming thi- 
ther to preche the goſpell,ticſt baptiſed his daughter in Chriſtian faith, 
an others with her, p 


The.9. Chapter. 


(that is the Engliſh men which dwelled towarde the 

Northſyde of the fludde Humber) recciued together | 
with their king Edwyne,the worde of faith by the preching of F{ yu» ot 
Pauline,of whome I hane ſumwhar ſpoken aboue, To tha 10 #7) +49 
which king in a good abodement of m— the faithe was 


A Bout this time the people alſo of Northumberlande 


graunted both poſſibilite of the kingdome of heauen, and allo 
greater poure by thincreaſc of his kingdome on earthe . For ho 
had ſubdued all the coaſtes of Britanmie, wherſoeuer anic pro- 
uinces or of Engliſhmen or Britons were inhabited : which 
thing no one kinge of Engliſh men had done before ſym. 
Moreouer he added (as we haueſhewed nth vr" Meuian yles {ride 
to the Engliſhe kingdome. Of whuch yles the firſt that 1s nereſt 
the South,andin ſituation larger, and for the plentifulnes of 
corne more fertyle,hath dwelling rome forthe number of. 960, 
families to the eſtimate of Englit men. The ſeconde hath ſpa- 

P 3 ' & 


THE HISTORIE OF THE - -- - 
ceof grounde but for 300.tenements , or ſomwhat more.Now. 
the occaſion thattheſc peoples came to the faith , was ſuche: 
The before named king Edwine was ioyned in affinite to the 
kinge of kent ,by the marnage of Ladie Edelburge , otherwiſe 
called Tate,daughter to king Elbert. Which Ladie when king 

ly , > ,c Edwine woedlending thether his embaſladours anſwer was ge 
VO” uenby herhrother Edbald then king of Kent, that it was not 
Al lawfull for a Chriſtian woman ; and virgiqg 'to be maned , or 
ſpouſcd to a paynime,leſte the faith and facramente of the king 
of heauen might be profaned by the companie of ſuche a 
king as knew not the trew worſhipping of God. Which an{wer 
when the embaſſadours brought backe to kinge Edwine he 
promiſcd,that in anie caſe he wold doe nothing that ſhuld be 
contrarie tothe Chriſtian faith , which this virgin profeſled, 
but rathier permatte that ſhe with all the men and women, pri- 
eſtes or ſeruirs which came with her, ſhuld keape and oblerue 
after the Chriſtias maner their faith,and cuſtomes of their reli- 

gion.Neither did he denie, but that himſclfe alſo would receaue | 
the ſamereligion,ſo that after the examination of wile men,it 
were founde more holie then his , and meter for God. Then 
yppon theſe conditions this virgin was promiſed,and ſent alſo 
vnto kinge Edwine.And according to appointment made the 
man of God Paulinus was ordained Biſhop, and choſen to goe 
with her,to confirme her,and her companic , that they might 
not be polluted with the felowſhip «po Who did {o 
by his & lie exhortations,and miniſtringe the blefſed lacrame- 
te ynto he . This Paulinus was made bilhop by Tuftus tharch- 
biſhop of Caunterbury aboure the 21.daye of Julie, the yeare of 

our Lorde.625.Being ordained he is dire&ed in company with 
the aboue mentioned virgin vato king Edwine,as tf be had ben 
her bodely compagnion: but. the vertuous biſhop , entended 
Wholly in his harte nought els then to call that countne, to 
which he wet,to thacknowleadging of the truth, that according 
ra 
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to the layeng of the Apoſtle,be might exhiber , end preſent bit «s & 

chafte virgin to the true and only ſpouſe, which is Chriſte . When a 

was now commen into this countrie,with the healpe and ayde 

of God he laboured erneſtly to keape them , which came with 

him, from falling fro their faith. And ſought alſo how he might 

pollibly conuert by preching ſome of thoſe painims to faith, 

and grace.But as.the Apoſtleſaith:Althougb he loglaboured in 

prechin gthe word of our Lord to them, yer the Ged ou Worl- ,.cor.a. 

de ſo blinded the harte: of thofe infidels,that the light of the goſpell, 

and the glorie of Chnſte could not ſhyne beforethem.. The 

yeare folowing, there came into this cuntriea deſperate ruffian 

named Ewmere:lent thither by Enichelme kinge of the weſt "5" 

Saxons Who entending to diſpatche kinge Edwine Re. 

both of his kingdome,, and life to, var pnuely vnder 

his garment a double *gged ſhort {werd ,to.this entent dip- 

ped 1n poyſon,that if the ſtroke of the {werde were not for- 

ceable enough to kill the king outof hand, yetit might be he- 

alped forward with the: infetion. of the poiſon. He came 

therfore on Eſter Sondaye vnto the king , who laye. at the ry- 

ner Deruent, where was the courte then . He entred ther in 

to thepalaceas an embaſſadour., which-had carneſt meſl; 

from his prince , and when with crafrtic ſpeache he had alitle 

made the prince attent to his fained embaſlaye, he ſteppeth 

forth ſodenly,and drawing his {werd from: vnder his garment 

flewto the kinge. Which when Lilla,the kinges moſte faith- Exiple of 

ful ſeruant ſawe,and hauing no buckler readic at hand where- og 

with he might defend the king from. prelent deathe , ſtept 

ſtraightwaie with his owne betwen: the kinge, and the 

ſtroke. But this murderer ſtrooke: has ſwerd ſo farre, and. 

feercely in them bothe, that through the bodie of this ſexuaunt 

now quight {layne, he wounded the king himſclfe greuouſly.. 

Whuch thing when he had thus donne, being dale ewarh bes 

ſecte with the. weapons of the kinges garde , cuen in that tu- 
| 7 Os Pz mult 
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mult to,with the ſame bluddy ſwerd he ſlewe an other , who- 
ſe name was Fordhere . Now it happened,that the ſame night 
ofholye Eſter Sonday,the Quene brought furth,and was deli- 
uered of a daughter, whoſe name was Eanfled. For the which 
childe when the king'n preſence of the bilkop Paxl:ne gaue 
thankes to his Goddes:the biſhop contrarie wile began to prai- 
ſe,and geaue thankesto our Lorde Chriſte , and fayde tothe 
kinge certainly,that he had obtained by his prayers of Chri- 
ſte,that the Quene might be deltuered fafely,and without gre- 
ate griefe. With which his wordes the king being much de- 
lyred, promiſed thathe would renounce allidols , and cuer af- 
ter ſerue Chriſte,,..,f ſobe that Chriſte would nowe graunte 
him his life, and health,and vitonie alſo in his warres , whiche 
he purpoſed to haue againſt this king Euichelme , who had 
ſentin ſuch ſorte this Rufhan , and manqueller , that had wo- 
unded im. And in pledge of perfourming this his promiſe 
he aſsigned and graunted to biſhop Pauline this his daughter, 


The fi to be Chriſtened. Who was bapriled firſt of all the Northum+ 


Chriſte- 
ning of 


Engliſh- 


berland, 


- 


berlannes,with xj.other of the kinges familie vpon whitlon= * 
daye folowing. At which time the king allo being recouered 


North.m Of his wounde , that he had lately taken , made anarmie , 


and marched forth againſt the Weſt Saxons , at the whi- 
che battayle he {lewe,or cls tooke prefonners all them whome 
he vnderſtoode to haue conkives ro his deathe . Soretour- 
ning home to his countrie victour,and conquerour,yet would 
he not by and by, or without farder counſel] recciue the Chri- 
ſrian faithe : although truly he worſhipped not idols from 
thar daye,that he promiſed he would ſerue Chriſte. Bur ſought 
cuer after diligently of the right reuerend father Pauline the 
realon,and trade of faithe , and conferred with his counſellers 
and nobles, whom he knew to be wiſeſt,what were beſt,as they 
thought,tobe donein thele matters. And moreouer (as he 
was by nature a very wyle man ) fitting oftentymes alone, . 


for 
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for a great ſpace,in muche ſylence of outward yoyce,but in his 
inward thought commoning with himſelfe, he diſcuſſed , and 
debated in his mind dyuersly,what he ſhould doe in this caſe, 
and what religion were beſt to be folowed. 


How Pope Boniface exorted this king with his letters to the fay- 


the. 
AA hap receiued from Boniface biſhop of the ſee Apo- 
ſtoliqueletters exhorting him to the ich . The copie 
of which is ſuche: To the moſt purſſant prince Edwine king of the 
E ngliſhmen Boniface Biſhop , and ſetuant to them that ſerue God 
e&c.Alchowgh the hye ſecret noun of Gods diuinitie can not , ,..._ 
be expreſſed by wordes , or ſpeache of man ( for it conſiſteth ofv: 
by the greatnes therof, of ſo ynſpeakable, and ſo vnſerchable m7 ny 
an eternitie , that no force nor ſtrength of wytte is able to Edwin 
compriſe or compaſle,how great it1s,) Yet foras muche as the — 
oodnes of God, opening the gates of our hartes to the know- the faith, 
| > of him, dothe mercitully poore into mens myndes by {e- 
cret inſpiration ſuche thinges as he will ſhalbe ſpoken of him- 
ſelfe:we haue thought good to extede our prieſtly careand deu- 
tie,in vttering vnto yow the riche ſtore of our Chriſts belefe, 
that bringing lykewyle vato your vnderſtanding , the goſpell Mev. 28. 
of Chriſte, which he commaunded to be preched to all nati- 
ons,we myght brinche vato you the cuppe of life and ſaluatis. 
The goodnes therfore of the hygheſt maieſtie of God, (who 
with his only worde , and commaundement hath made , and 
createdall thinges,the heauen,the earthe,the ſea,and all that in 
them 1s , ſetting a decent order wherin they ſhuld confiſte ) by 
the counſell ofis coeternall worde,and the vnutie of the hohe co, 
hoſte , made man of a pcece of earth to his owne imageand ©* 
yknes,and gane him moreouer ſuchea prerogatiue of excel- 
tence that 4 preferred him and {ct him ruler ouer all his ocher 
Creatu- 


The.10. Chap. | 
Nd beholde in the middeſt of theſe cogitations , he 
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creatures , aſſuring him beſide of an cuerlaſting perpetuite, ſo 
that he kept the bounde of his commaundements. This God 
che father,the ſonne, and the holie ghoſre , which is the inſe- 
arable Trinite,all mankind from the Eſte to the weſte worf= 
Thip eth with holſome confelsion , and adoreth with a {ure 
faythe , as the creator of all thinges and their maker . To the 
which God yea the hyc honours of Empire, and the puiſſane 
powres on earth are lowly ſubieQte , bycauſe by his only orde- 
nance and diſpoſing , all kingdoms be geauen and graunted, 
Whoſe mercitull goodnes encreaſing alwayes,and rl, hes eche 
his creatures , hath voucheafed moſt merueylouſly to enken- 
dle with the heate aud feruour of the holie ghoſt the cold har- 
tes of thoſe nations which enhabite the vttermolt partes of the 
earthe,that they alſo mought knowe him, and beleaue in him, 
For we thinke your hyghnes hath fully heard, and vnderſtan- 
deth by this tyme ( che cuntrie lyeng ſo nere ) howe our Re- 
demer of his mercic hath wrought wonderfully 1n the illumi- 
ning of the moſt excellent Prince our dere ſonne,kinge Audus» 
bald,and all his ſubic&es. And we with a certaine longlookin 
of heauenly hoope, truſt , that the lyke miracle and lou 
gyfre ſhalbe geauen nf dex alſo from God aboue, and ſpeci» 
ally wheras we vaderſtandethe Souerayne Ladic your wyfe 
(who 1s a parte of your bodie)to beillumenyd with the hope 
of eternall lyfe by the regeneration efholie teldes > . Wher- 
fore we haue thought it good to exhorte yowe in theſe our 
prelent letters molt erneltly , and with all affe&ion of inward * 
Chanite,thatabandoning all idoles,dereſting the worlihipp and 
honour of them, forſaking the fond fooliſhnes of your Goddes 
temples , and delpiſing « þ deceyrfall entiſementes of your 
falſe ſothlayinges , ye wyll now beleue in God the father Al- 
 myghtie,and his ſonne Teſus Chriſte , and in the holie ghoſts: 
that beleuing ſo, ye maye be abſolued , and looſed by the 
working powre of this bleſſed , and inſeparablg Trinite, from 
the 
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the bondes and captiuite of the: , and herafter be made 
ener of lyfe euerlaſtinge . | Now yf ye long to! knowein 
ow great fault,and offence they are, which worſhyppe idols, 
andembrace the wicked ſuperſtition of them , thexamples of 
their deſtroying and perdit16(which are eſtemed as Gods) can 
ſ\ufhciently. fda yow., of whomeking Daudin his pſal- 


mes ſayth thus : All che Godes of the gentyles are dywels but our ju, gx, 


Lorde hath made the heauens. And agayne: They haus eyes, and ſee 
not:they haue tares,and heare not: they haue noſes,and ſmell nor: 
haue handes,ans feele notthey haue feete and walke nor. Therfore all 
ſuche are made like vnto them , as do put ame hopror con in 
them.For how can they haue vertue or powre to healpe anie 
man, whichare made of a Corruptible matter,and wrowght by 
the hades of your inferiours, and ſubictes? And how culd thei 
get anie abilite to hurt, or healpe, wheras mans arte and crafts 
only, hath applyed a deadly fimlitude, and lykenes of a bodie 
to the: who(were they not moned by yowe) themſclfe coulde 
neuer waggene walke , but lyke aſtone fer faſt in one place, 
ſoare they buylded vpp : hauing no vnderſtanding in the 
wordle but be dull with inſen(iblenes hirſelfe, and Rtarcke de- 
ade. Therfore we can not byany diſcretion and wgement 
finde owre, yppon what blindnes,, and deceite of minde, ye 
worſhipp,and obey thoſe Godes, to whome your owne ſelues 
haue geauen the image,and repreſgntance of a bodie., Yr be- 
how you then,to receiuenowethe ſigne of thar hohecroſle 
by which mankinde was redemed: and execrating all-dange+ 
rous deceites of the dyuell , ſhake from your hart hus fubtilne; 
and guyle, whoeuer maliceth , and enuyeth at che workes of 
Godes goodnes; Yr behoueth yoweallo to ſet handes on 
thele Godes, which hetherto ye haue madeyour lelfe of one 
metal or other. Ye muſt, Iiaye, teare rhe,reat them,and ſquat> 
ſhe them to peeces.. Forthe vene diſſaluing and breaking of 

them, that never had lyue {prite,or breathe 1n them,nor could 


not 


| 
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not by atiymeanes take of their makers ſenſe , and ſeevng, the 
breaking, ſaye,of them ſhall playnly ſhew yow , that in 
it was nothing at all , which yow haue hitherto ſo reuerently 
worſhipped. Wheras yow areyour ſelfe far better , then they 
be. For yow haue recciued of our Lorde a lyue ſprite: and 
Almightie God hath browght yow, alchowgh by manie ages, 
and diuers degrees , and kindreds , from the ſtocke of rhe firſt 
man Adam . Whome God himſelfe made , and gaue life vn- 
to, Comeyow therfore to the acknowleging of him, that 
hath created yow , that hath breathed into yow the ſprite of 
life,that for yourredeption hath ſent his only begotten ſonne, 
who ſhould take yow owt of onginall finne, ms. reward yow 
after,with the 10yes of heauen, being nov delyuered from the 
diuels powre,and malice. Receiue ye therfore the wordes of. 
the prechers , and harken to the goſpell of God whiche they. 
ſhew yow: that beleuing, as we haue alredie {ayde in God the 
father,and Ieſus Chriſt his ſonne,and in the holie Ghoſt, that 
bleſſed and inſeparable Trinite, ing al honour and wor- 
ſhipp to diuels , and expelling from yow the erneſt entiling of - 
that poyloned , and your moſt deceytfull enemue, ye maye be. 
borne againe by water , and the holie ghoſt , and by the only 
healpe,and bountifulnes of God, dwell with God (in whome 
e ſhall beleaue) in all brightnes of cuerlaſting glorie, And. 
we haue ſent yow the bleſsing of S,Peter heade of thapo+. 
ſels,and your good guide,and gouernour;that is,a ſherte laide 
with gold,and a clake of the fineſt forte we haue from Ancy-' 
ra. Which we beſeche your hyghnes to acept with ſo good a 


hart,and will,as ye vnderſtands it is {ent from vs. - 

How this Pope exhorted the Quenealſo that ſhe ſkuld diligently, 
and erneſtly ſceke for the kinges ſaluation, | 

| Fhe.n. Chap. 


Þ*: His as Goes alſo letters to the Quene. And the tran». 


{cnpt of tepiſtle , which this holieand Apoſtolike- 
Pope Boniface directed from Rome to Quene Edel- 
FA _ bug 


me:thar therby they whe be Chriſtened,and acknowledge 
their creatour.Which thinge that it hath ben by the gifte of 
God beſtowed on your honour, the myſticall regeneration of 
our purifying in baptiſme doth plainly declare. And truly our 
\how hath1o Filly retoyſed for this greate benefite of our Lor- 
des bountefulnes toyow:who hath vouchelafed to enkendlea 
ſparke of rightreligio in you being now conerted to him,that 
therby he nught ely enflame with the loue and know- 
leadg of him {elf , the harte and mindes not only of your moſt 
renomed, and dere huſbid, but alſo of al your ſubietes.For.we 
-haue lerned by the which came todeclare vnto vsthe laudable 
conuerſion of our moſt gratious , and wel beloued ſon kinge 
 Audubald,that your honour allo(after yehadrecciued the wo- 
-derfal ſacramer and veryte of Chriſtia faith ) do ſhyne and ex- 
cel in good workes,and ſuch as becuer ar in the fight of 
God. Therfore let your highnes refraine alwaies, and diligetly 
kepe you ſelf from worſhipping of1dols fro thalluremete of re- 
'ples and from fond-ſouth ſaynges.And fo perfiſting with a ſure 
and ynchigeable deuons in theloue of your redemer watch ye 
and labour,nener ceaſling tobeſtow your paines corinually to 
thecreaſe, and enlarging of Chriſtiifaith.For when as for our 
fatherly charite we had enquired ſumwhat of the ſtate of you- 
re derely beloued huſband , we ynderſtoodethat he ſerued and 
obeyed (ofar furth to the abomination of idolatne , that he 
wold not yet ſhewe anie obedignce , or geue care to the voice 
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and counſell of Gods preachers , which newes was vnto ys no 
ſmall griefe , that a pon of your owne bodic ſhulde remainein 
this ſorte alienated from knowledge of the higheſt, and the in» 
ſeparable holy Trinte:wherefore as becometha father to doe, 
we haue differred no lenger to ſend ynto you(our daughter in 
Chriſte Icſu)ourgood countell and frendfull warninge . Ex-. 
horting you that whereas ye are now your ſclfe endued with 
Gods grace, and dune 1nſprration,ye differ not henceforth to 

be inſtantat all umes,warning him 1n ſeaſon , or out of ſeaſon, 
and fill calling on him, vnnill he alſo by the healping hand of 
our Lord,and Sauiour Telus Chriſte may be coupled with you 
in thenumber of Chriſtians: that you may ſo much the better, 
and with a ſurer bond of lociete accopany him,and hold the la- 
wes and rightes of wedlock with him.For it is write: They ſhalbe 

9.in one fleſbe.and how can:1t befayd, that theres vnite of con- 
1n&ton betwene yowe, yt your hutband by the darknes of de- 


rightnes of 


your faith?Ceaſle not therfore toalke with cortinuall rayer 


of the greate mercie, and longe {uffringe of our Lorde,, the be- 
nefite of his lumining and conuerſion, that whom the knotte 
of carnall affection hath made noxw as one bodie, thoſe alſo the 
vnitie of faith may preſerue in perpetuall ſociete after their de- 
departure out of this life, Be you then inſtant moſt vertuous 
daughter , and with endeuour haſten ſpedely to mollefie 
the <xtrhe of his harte with godly remembraunces , and diui- 
ne precepts.Shew him plainly how excellet a miſteric it is that 
you by beleuing haue your ſelf obtained. And how meruailous 
a rewarde you ſhall haue hereafter, bicauſe yow are nowe rege- 
nerat by baptiſme.Enflame his coldeſtony harte with ofte ex- 
preſſing the manyfolde graces of the holy ghoſt . That, 
ſetringe a ſide by ſuche often exhortations this bodely 


and carthly n_es Idols,the heate,and warmeth of d1- 


une, and heaucnly faith maye inflame hus Ag 
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EMVERNOrF ENG LAND. The ſecond b ooke. : 
Thatit-mayetruly appere to be fullfilled in you,which is ſpo- 
ken in holy ſcripture. The infidel and ynbeleuing man,ſhal be ſaued 


by the fairhfull and beleauing woman. For vnto this end you ha <p 


ue your {elfe recciued mercyeof our Lorde , and fauour, that 
you ſhould render , and yelde ynto him as your Redemer , the 
multiplied fruyte of your fayth,and other good giftes , which 
hehath credited to you . , Which thinge that you may. fulfill 
by the gratioule healp of his goodnes , we ceaſe not to alke 
with our daylic prayers. In theſe therfore our premules ſhe- 
wing you the deutye of our fatherly loue , and charite weex- 
horce you,that api. the opportunitic of a bearer, ye wil {pe- 
dely declare vnto vs thoſe thinges, which the myghtie. powre 
of. God ſhall vouchelafe to worke merueylouſly by youn 
the conuerſion of your husband,and al your ſubie&tes. That we 
(which carefully long , and hartely looke for happy newes of 
the ſaluation of you,and all yours ) by this your rydinges may 
be comforted,and made glad,and pertetly knowing ; ay light 
and brightenes of Gods fauour and mercie to ſhyne amongelſt 
you,we maje with 10yfull confelsion geaue full , and IT 
thankes ro God the geauer of all good thinges , and to bleſſed 
S.Peter the chefeſt of his Apoſtles. In the meane time we baue 
here ſent you the bleſsing of S; Peter your patrone , and hea» 
de of the apoſtles. . Thatisa looking glaſle fer in- filyer ; and * 
a combe * yuery gilted with golde. Which we praie your 

goodnes as well to accept,as ye ynderſtand it1s ſent vnto you. 


How king Edwine was proucked to recciue the faith, by a viſion 
appearing to him in banniſhmenr; | | 


| The. n. Chap. 91.2147 % L 


Hus much did Pope Boniface by his letters , forthe - 
conuerting of king Edwine,and all his countne,which 
king was alſo well bolpen , and almoſt forced to re- 
ccaus the fairhe, and marke diligently che holeſome precep 


of 
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of Chriſtian dofrine by an oracle, and viſion from hea- 
uen, Which the goodnes of God yowchelafed to ſhewe 
him , while he laye banniſhed in kinge Redwaldes courte,ki 
/-, of thecaſt Engliſhmen . For when biſhop Pauline-had 
primer aw that the roar haughty courage could thardly be 
r 


ae whey the lowly humblenes of Chriſtianite, and thatit 
would ſtyfly be bowed and bent to.beare the myſterie , and 
burden of Chriſtes croſſe: when he remembred alſo , how he 
had nowe laboured a longe tyme bothe with preaching to 
the people , and with praying to Gods mercie » the ſalua- 
tion of king Edwine , and all his ſubiectes:: at the lenght ha- 
wing whey, in ſprite(for ſoitis moſt lykeſt to be , ) ale was 
that viſion, which had longe before ben ſhewed to the kinge 
from heauen, he made no delayes atall , but came ſpedely to 
the kinge, and warned him to fulfill and accompliſhe his yo- 
we,whichein the viſion that appeared to him he had promi- 
ſed to doe in caſe he were delivered from his preſent milceries 
and reſtored againe to his raygne, and kingdome . Nowe was 
this viſion fucke , as foloweth : Atwhat time king Edelfry- 
de Edwines predeceſſour with greuoule purſuing put Edwi- 
ne to flight,and made him lye pryue 4 lurke 1n divers pla- 
ces of other realmes for manie yeres ſpace as a banniſhed man: 
Chritten Ar the lenghth Edwine came to kin Redwald » _ 
og of him, that he would faue him, and d his life from t 
berland traynes , and erneſt ſcrche of this his dedly ennemie . Whe 
Saucated gladly entertained hym ,and promiſed tofullfill this his requo- 
the», ſte, andpetitio,But after that king Edelfride had heard ſay that 
Edwine was ſcene in that prouince, and vnderſtood that he li- 
ucd ther,and dwelled familiarly with all his copany forthwith 
he ſent out his Embaſſadoursto king Redwall wich a preate 
ſomme of monie,to procure Edwines deathe. But it preuailed 
nothing. The ſent he the ſecond tyme,and the thyrd tyme alſo 
oflring greater gyftes , and more plentifully bothe gold and 
lylues 
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ſyluer thretning him at the laſte warres , yf his requeſt were. 
accompliſhed. Then king Redwald other dreading the threts 
or corrupted with the brybes graunted his requeſt,and promi- 
ſed that he would put Edwyne to death himlfelfe , or & yeal- 
de him.vp to- thimbaſſadeurs . Which thing when a certayne. 
faythfull frend of Edwynes had marked. and well vnderſtoo- 
de, he entred incontinent to the chamber where Edwyne pur- 
poſed to take his reſt. For it was now an houre within ny he 
and calling him forth, told him what the king had promuled to+ 
doeagainſt him:ſayeng in the end this muche : I ſhall cherfore. 


(yf it ſO pleaſe yowe ) leade yowe owt of this prouince , and 


bryng yow into ſuche a place,that nother king Redwald , nor 
yet king Edelfryde ſhalbeable to fynde yowe. To whome Ed- 
wyne anſwered in this maner:Sir, I thanke yow moſt hartely. 
for this your greate gentlenes . ButI can not folowe your co- 
unſell herin.For firſt, I muſt not breake my promeſle, which L 
haue made to ſo greate and mightic a Prince as is king Red- 
wald,c{pecially wheras he hath done me no harme,ne wronge, 
nor hathi as yet ſhewed anic hatred,or diſpleaſure rowardes me.. 
And truly if I muſt of necelsite dye thus, I had rather heſhuld 

ut me to deathe,then anic baſer man os perſon of leſle nobi-- 
Ra whether I pray yow ſhuld I flee nowe,, who haue 
ſo many yeares, and ſo long tyme walked lyke a ragabounde: 
through-all prouinces of thus yle of Britannie , only to auoyd. 
and eſchewe myne cnenues "aut and afſaultes ? Now when: 
this his frend was gone, Edwyne remained without alone and 
ſyring ladly before the palace begine to be troubled with ma- 
wie ſtormes,, and vexations of thoughts , as a man not witting / 
what to doe or whither to goe in this ſo rucfull caſe, After he 
had ben longe vexed with inwarde , and pnuic troubles of 
mynde,burning inwardly with cloſe fyre of ſecret ſorowe, be- 
hold , in the greate fylence, and quyet of the: mydde nyght 
he ſawe a mian ytterly ynknowen to him bothe for viſage and: 
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gountenaunce, and alſo for his aray and apparell to approche 
and drawetoward him. Whome bycauſe he had eſpyed thus at 
a bluſhe,and ſo ſtraungely deſguiſed, he was not a lytle a fray- 
de. The ſtraunger cometh even ynto him, greteth him and 
alketh him , wherfore he ſate ſo ſoroufull on the ſtone abrode 
watching , and all alone at that howre eſpecially when other 
men were within atreſt ,and in theirde leape: Then Edwy- 
nelykewiſe demaundyd of him, what he had to doe therwith, 
yf he paſſed ouer the nyght within dore , or els without. To 
whome this mi an{wered,and ſayde: Thinke ye not but thatT 
know the cauſe of your heauynes,and watche. And alſo of this 
your ſolitane ſyttingewith out dores, For know certain| 
who ye be,and wherforeyou are ſo {ad,and ſoroufull . And al- 
ſo what myſ{chefie yow feare ſhortly ſhalt befall you . Buttell 
me of frynd{hippe , what reward would you geaue him , that 
fhuld now rydde yowe quyte out of all theſe ſorowes , and 
trowbles and perſuade king Redwald, that neyther he himſelfe 
ſhuld hurte yowe , nor yealde yowe vp to your enemies , that 
they myghe flaye yow ? When Edwyne anſwered that he 
would geaue all that he poſsib!e could toanie ſuche a one for 
reward of {o good a turne,this ma added moreouer and ſayde: 
But what if beſyde this , he do warrant you ; that ye ſhalbea 
kinge,and all your enermes vanquiſhed , yea and that inſuche 
forte that you ſhall not only excell all your auncient pr 
nitours, but alſo far paſſe in powre all the kinges of En:liſhe- 
men,which haue euer ben 1n this contne. Here Edwyne bein 
. made more firme , and conſtant by ofte queſtioning Lok 
not topromss, thatin all pointes , and at all tymes he wold be 
an{werable wich wotthie thankes geauing to the man that 
ſhuld beſtowe on him ſuch greate fenefins Then this man 


ſpake the thyrd ryme and ſayde:Bur tell me againe, what yf be- 
f, allthis, the ſame man, which ſhewerh yow nowbefore, 
truly,and vnfaynedly ;that yow ſhall hercafter ſurely jandyn- 

OY doubtedly 


-F 
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| doubredly hatic ſache and ſo greatebenefites, can'geaueyowe 
alſo better conlell, and more proftable for your ſowles health, 
and faluation , then euer any your parentes ,and aunceſters 
heard of, could ye then conſent , and obey him, and harken to 
hisholſome ſayenges? Here Edivyne promiſed owrof hand 
without anie lenger delaye ;that he would altogether followe 
his lerning,and do@rine which both could,and would deliner . 
him preſently from ſo manie mileries, and fo greate daungers 
as he was in,and exalte him afterward to the raygne and ſoue- 
rantie of his countrie . Which his an{wer was heard,and taken. 
Then this man ſtraightwaye , which had fo long talked with 
him,layde his right hande vpon Edwines heade,and ſaid: when 
thele thinges therfore ſhall happen herafter in ſucheſorte to 
yowe,remember well this tyme, and this our talke. And dif- 
fer not at that timeto fulfil and accompliſhe this,that yow do 
nowe promeſſe me. Which being ſayde,by and by he vaniſhed 
awaye.To the entent that Edwine mighr vaderſtand and per- 
ccaue,thatit was no man,huta ghoſte whichappeared ro hum. 
Now when this younge prince was lefre alone, and fate thers 
ſoltarie, orig with himlelfe for this gentle conlolation, 
and good comforte;but yer very careful, and muche counting 


with himſelfe who it ſhuld be or whence he ſhuld com2 which 
had thus ſpoken , and talked famiharly:wich him: beholde his 
forlayd frende came againe, and greating him cherfully, Ariſe 
Edwine ( fayde he) and come'in . Let paſſe this your carks 
and cares . Ser your harteat reſt, and take your quiet {l:ape. 
For the kinges mindeis chaunged , Neither dochz he purpole 
nowe,or intend to doe yow any wronge, bur rarher co datend 
yowe,and accompliſhe his promiled fayth vnto yawe: For afs 
ter he had ſhewed the Quene 1n lecrer that his purpole, winch 
I told yowe of before, the dehorted him molteerneſtly,and 
withdrew him from fo euill, and ſodeadly an intention , ſay- 
_ tng:thatit was in'no wile mere for fuchea king, of io greats 
| R pI On 
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and honour , as he was , to ſell his beſt , and dereſt 
now browght into oy and miſerie,' for a 


co 
frend , beiny | 
licle gold . Nor that he ſhould breake his faith , and promeſle, 


which owght to be more eſtemed then al treaſures,or not bide 
by his word for the coucit,and loue of monie. Butto be ſhorte 
the king did cuen as his Ladie had counlelled him to doe. For 
he not only not betrayed, and yelded to thembaſſadours this 
his baniſhed man Edwine: but helped him rather to the king- 
dome. For as ſoneas theſe embaſſd ours were thus with deni- 
all departed home againe, he gathered incontinetly a myghtie 
armie to conquer king Edeltrede . Whome he {lewe without 
difficultie ( bicauſe he marched forth againſt him haſtely.and 
with a weake and vnordred ofte) in the borders of the March- 
land men at the Eſte ſyde of the riuer called Idle. Forinde- - 
ade kinge Edelfride had not time,and ſpaceenowgh grawnted 

him to gather all his force together , and to 10ygne by powre 
with well diſpoſing his hoſte, and ſowldiers in order ; In this 
{kirmiſhe Renier king Redwaldsſonne was {layne . And thus 
Edwin according to the oracle which he had receiued,not on- 
ly auoyded the dawnger of his moſt dedly enemie, but alſo by 
his death ſucceded in thonor of his Souerainte,and kingdome. 
Now therfore to returne againe ynto my purpoſe, thowgh 
Biſhop Pawline ſeriouſly, preched the word of God, yet kinge 
Edwine lacked and lengered to beleaue him , Viing yet fora 
certaine ſpace,at diuers competent howres to fitte ſolitarie;(as 
I haue ſayde before ) and dihgently to compte with himſelfe, 
what were beſt tro be donne and what _— was beſt to be 


folowed. At which ſolitary meditation of the prince thus good 
and godly biſhoppe Pawline entred on a daye 1n to the palace, 
and cominge to the kinge , laied his right hand on his heade 
and aſked hym , whether he remembred that ſygne , or no? 
The. king ſodenly trembled therat for feare. And when he 
wold hauc fallen downe at Paulinus feate , the biuſhoppe 1 view 
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hi mvppe,and ſpake aftera famuliar forte thus ynto him: 'BE- 
hold o LC nteddas Prince,by the bountifull hand and po wre of 
our Lorde,and:God;you haueclkaped the hande and yen 
ce of your moſte hated, and dredfull enenie. ' Behold alfo,by 
his moſt gratiouſe goodnes you haue obtained the Souecrain- 
tic of raigne,and rule df the kingdome./Remember now ther- 
=_ = third thinge, which yowe promiſed him , and differno 
comp get On accom liſh the ſame, by receauing his 
- it keaping his TG ts, who hath deliuered 
you Com your temporall aduerfities, and exalted you to the 
honour,and maicſte of a king. Whoſe holy will yf you will he- 
reafter obey and cuer more dog his phoaſinny which by me the 
[= 1 declareth to yowe,he will alſo deliver youfrom 
rpetuall rormente of hell, and make you kener 
_ him un heauen of —— kingdome, and tif wibou 


hes cake Edw of he bles — res dhis 
Yoy Hos po 6 rhe ling Bd We ne big che nobles how mr his Buſ- 
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| Ne OY 4X FT Hich worde whenthe kinge heard, he YR 
a \# I-red mediatly bothe tharke would and alfo 
& p/þ Fthat he was bounde' to rectave this faithe, 
: \ whith B.Patfline Had preched, and taught, Byir 

ANY yet I thinket p90d,(quorh he)firſt roconfer, 
= 1nd common herof with my frendes, the no- 
bilitie.and p peares 'of my realme:thar if the Na happely 'thin- 
ke hedbini as 1 f Tide! then we maye be Chri wer fine all 2 ret 
the founre of lyfe . Whereanto 6 whetd Byſho Piplige aoreed 
king Edywynecalling rhe ſtates together conſulted with [apt 
And aſked ſeuerally eche of them , what maner of doctrine 
this {emed to be ; which vnrill tha” "qaz Ye had nelier ben hea: d 
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ping of this new God whiche was preached nowe emon 
them? To whome Biſhop Coyhi firſt of all his Biſhops an{we- 
red: Maye it like your highnes to proue, and 'trie well what ma- 
ner of doarine this 15 which now 15 preched vynto vs... But this 
muche ſhall I ſurely {aye,and as I certainly knowe, proteſt, and _ 
confelle ynto yowe, that the religion which vato «th daye we 
haue euer obſcrued and kept , hath no-vertne,, nor goodnesin 
hitat al. For noneot your graces ſubiectes hath ben at anie rime 
more erneſt,and diligent an worſhipping of our Godes then I 
haue ben:and yet notwithſtanding manie of them, haue tecei- 
ued of your graces bounteoulnes more ample benefttes, thenlT 
haue,manic of them more hygher dignines; then I haue: and 
mamie of chem haue ben better proſpered-1n.all they rookein 
hand to doe,or {ought th gerte , then encr I was . Butyf the 
Gods coulde ought haue done,they wold haue ratherhoalpen 
me,who at all rimes ſerued them ſo dewly . Wherfore it remat- 
neth,thatif theſe thinges which be now newly preched to vs 
ſhalbe founde after good examination, the betrer , and of morg 
ſtrenght,and nedfiRine: , that then wuthour longer; laye we 
haſten to receiue,and embrace them. To this perſuaſion, of bil- 
ſhop Coyh an other of the noblegconſenting fayde by and by 
Suche ſemeth to me, dere Souerane., the lyke of men preſent 
here in earthe(for the compariſon of our yncertainetique ,at 
dayes to lyue)as ifa PAIOWE beaten with: wande, and we 1 
thuld chaunce to flie1n at one windowe ofthe parlour,and flit- 
ting there a litle aboute, ſtraight waye flyc out at an other,whi- 
le your grace is atdinerin the preſence of your dukes, Lordes, 
Capitaines,and high garde . The parloure it {elfe being een 
plealaunt,and warme with a ſafre tyre burning amideſt ther- 
of, but all places, ,.and waies abrode troubled withe; tem+ 
ſte, raging ſtormes, winter windes , hayle, and ſnowe, 
t/a your grace.con{idercth, that this ſparrowe while it was 


within the houls felt no {mare of tempeſtcoule winds or ray. 
ng B- 
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ne:But after the horteſpace of this\fatre wether, and-warins 
ayre, the poote byrd ofcapeth yolir4ight} and -.retnrntch from: 
winter to wititer againe ; -So:the life of man appeareth herein 
earth,and is to. be ſene fora ſealon:but what maye , or thall-fo- 
lowe the ſame,or what hath gon beforeaty that ſurely kndwe 
we.not. Therefore af this nevwelerning;:can;enforme; vs.of 
ame better. ſnerge::; my: thinke 1t/15 worthie tobe folowed: 
Thus oriri like manner fayd the reſt abthe elders; andthe kin+ 
goes counſellers, no doubte:,- by the hohe in{piration of God, 
Only biſhop/Coyh was notcontenttoreſt hun here:, but layd 
morgouer thas he would-with diligece, noe Paluling,and:mare 
ke what he {aid of that God,whome!be preached; Whichehing 
when he liad ſo donne/accogding to the kinges willicand pleas 
ſure,he returned nh yy lowde'yoice-layde; Ivns» 


derſtoode certeslonge a goe', that un, venie. dede .,/it was fight 
nought-'which\we worſhipped ax God... For the :niare cuts 
riouſly that I fought forchgarucrh in worſhipping our Gbdes, 


certainly the farder, was I from#t ,and the laiſe. 1, foupde hue, 
But now dae I plamly perceaue and knowe,thatin this/Pathy 
linus preaching and teachang is ghat trueth,; and vernie,; _ 
15 ablg.to geaue vs the greats giftes of lafe; of taluation and of 
bliſſe euerlaſtinge; Wherfore I counlell, and exhorrg yowe my 
moſt Soucraine and. dere Pringe ,,that wa.may out of hands 
curle our temples and abandonthetn., Andburne dawne with 
fyre our Idolatrous aulters, Which wg haue hererofore erated 
1n vayne,and conſecrated withourall frutte,and proficee., Bur 
that Lmayg be ſharte,,and come ner my purppleathe kings 
ganehys fyll', and plaing conſent i9 this holye man bufhop 
Pauline. Willing him co, preachs che-go{pal Faggly,; > And bin» 
ſelfe renouncing thereall idolarnie, promuled, that he would 
regceaue,and embrace the faith of Chriſte And demaunding 
then, of this before ſayd Corh, biſhop of his ſagrafices,, who 
ſhould firſt profane the aulters,and deſtroye the temples of I- 

enntiigd ld abr 21Dw 2sÞoidy) ric i'st R's { 74 dols, 
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rned? Marry(quorh he)I will. For who maye better then I, 
whichons by foliſhnes worthipped;and highly eſtemed them? 
Thereforetothe good example of all other, I will now my lel- 
fe-rrhrough the wiledome of-God ( chat is one, only , and-true 
God)geauerrynto me j beate-downe , and viterly deſtroye the 
abomination of ourremples.Soforſaking in this wile all fupers= 
ſtitioule.cuſtome, and/varnedreade, he beſought the king to 
graunte him harneſle ; and armoure , and therewith a greate 
coutler, .amd mighty couragious ſtalyon horſe .On which he 
mounted luſtely; and with all fpederode forth to batter , and 
beate downe to-grounde theidols. Now was it not laufull for 
a biſhopiof the (ſacrifices eitherto were hartiefſe, and armoure, 
or to ride on other then a mare. Bur'Coyfi made {mille com- 
pte thereof. For being alredie well harriefſed , and ſtrongly gir- 
ded with a ſwetdabour his Joynes,, fitring faſt "on the kanges 
courler arid he ſtalyori, he tooke alſo m hiFhand'a ſpeare, 
and id did marthe and 'ſette fourthe! againſt the pernitionle 
tdols/Which fight when the people ſawe , they thought he had 
bet madde.Yet he for all that Raied nor. Bur as fone as he ap- 
proelied nere the teple,profancd it;eafting thereon the ſpeare, 
which heheldin his hand, and much reioyſing now, \- 3 wang 
hekriew therrueworſhipping'of Gdd/ebmitiatinded the com- 
panie whichwas there with him todeftroye thetemple;tofyre 
the 1dolatrouleanlters,and breake'the barres,grares,or whatſo- 
cuer ornamenres were theraboute. And truly the place where 
thoſe Idols fomerinie were!] is now to'be ſcene , not farfrom 
Yorke atthe ryfing of the river Derwent, Adis atrhis preſent 
day called Gormund-in Giham-. 'In which place; the'bſhop 


o 


Coyfi by holy in{prfati6 of the'true God, pollured,and deſtro- 


yed thieaulters of falſe Goddes , which himſelfe before had-f0- 
lemly conſecrated. CORBIS 110 BURL 0 Cc ti 4 7 Gan? 

Ho algo pd oothicl bangnaluged; onion rut blog? 
| How king Egwine and all his ſubietes were made Chriſtians, and 


in what 
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in whar place biſhop Paylynebapuſed them... 1 1, 
4 - < 11: Thesg- Chap» lf in 14) ' 

Hen king FOmYag, pd the nobilite of his countrie 74. «4 

and moſt parte of the! commons receiued. Chriſte Chriſten- 
fayth and came to the lauetorie of holic regeneration eds 
the xj.ycare of his raygne . Which was theyeare of our: Lorde 8ſt Prin 
6:7.and aboute the 180 , after the entrance/'of the englilh men Nora. 
into Britannic . He was, Chriſtened at Yorke on Eſter $on- —_— 
daye,which was the x1j.of AprillinS, Peterthapoltles churchic North 
Which he hadin al ſpede {et vp of wood, while he was catechi- "O__ 
ſed; and inſtructed there in the fayth agaynſt his Chriſtening, ALIEN 
In this rite of Yorke he appointeda B Sho s See; for byſhop _.. 
Pawline his informer,and teacher. At hol requeſt and pett- 
tio as ſone as himſelfe was Chnſtened, he buylded in that aha Lek” n 
place agreate temple of ſtone , for an ample and large Cathes+ church of 
dral church 1n the middeſt wherof he would haue encloſed this Y**© 
his owne propre oratorie,, which himlelfe had farſt ade of 
woode while he was 4nſtructed to the fayth ;and before ho 
was yet baptiled . Layeng therfore depe foundations abqute 
this his firlt oratorie, he began to buylde there a fayre churche 
fowre {quare, But before the. wall therof came to his 1uſte 
hyghnes , the king was (layne by. cruell deathe and lefte that 
royall worke to be endyd and parfyted by kyng: Oſwald» his 
ſucceſſour,Now Pauline from that rime,s6, yeares aftet that 15, 
to theend of king Edwynes raygne preched the word of God 
continually ( by his good leaue and fauour) throughe our all 
that prouince. And they beleaucd him , and were Chriſtened, 
who were  preonlinaces to lyfe eucrlalting:zemongeſt whoms 
was Offride , and Eadfride , king Edwynes ſohnes . Which he 
had in tus banuſhement by dame Quenburge daughter to Ce- 
arle king of the Marſhes. After whome , his other children, 
which he had by Queene Edelburge were bapriled,as his ſon- 
_ ne Edilhune, his daughter Edulfrideand an other. of his apo 
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called Buſkfrea , of which the i. firſt were taken onte of this 
morrall lyfe in their infancie or tender youthe , and buryed in 
the church of Yorke. Iffy alſo Offnde his ſunne was Chriſte- 
ned too,with marie other of the nobilitie, and diners honora- 
ble men . And ( as it is reported ) then was the fetuour of fai- 
the and erneſt delyre of holie bapti{me fo greate emonyeſt 
the people of Northumberland, that on a certaine time, when 
biſhop Pauline came with the kinge , and Qn1enes wateſtie,ro 
the courte,or princes palacie at Adregin , he itayed there with 
them.36. dayes _ occupied in catechifingand inſtrufting 
the people in Chriſte his farthe,and afterward baptiſing them: 
in eche of the which dayes he did nothing els from mornin 

to cucnynge, but inſtructe them with the word of God, wd 
teach the the faith,and (aluation in Chriſte Ietus , which floc- 
ked thither our of all places and villages cheraboute . Whome 
after he had thus informed, and taught, he bapriſed in the flud- 
de Elene. For that'was the nextnere water , which he could 
conueniently-vie for baptim. This town& Adregitin'the time 
ofthe kingeand aftercommers waxed rude, and delerte:; And 
an other was buylr vp for hit1n a place called Melwyn: And 


» Tn nor- this muche dyd byſhop Pawlinein the * Bernicians prouince. 
thaorid Butinithe coatrie of the* Deires, where he laie moſt c5mons 


«in yorke 


lhece, 


ly withthe kinge, he baptiſed in the fludde Suale , which ren- 
neth faſt-by a village achoyned to Catarats . For as yet'there 
could not be buylded oratories, fountes,or places of bapaſme, 
in this newe begon ,/andlate founded churche , But yet was 
t}ere buylte a greate church in the coaſt and champyon called 
Downe. Where was another of chz kinges courte;,and palace: 
V hich church the painims that ſlewe king Edwin: burned af- 


terward with the whole village. In ted of the which palace rhe 


kinges euer afrer madetheir man{1on place in the country cal- 


| apy *f Jed Loides . Bur the aultar of the beiore mentioned churche 


elkapedthe hre,bycauſe it was made of Kone ,' Andis kept to 
thus 
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this preſent daye in the monaſtene of the: right renerend Ab- 
bot , and pneſt Trunwulle ſtanding in the wodde Elmete. 

How the prouince of the Eſte Enghſh receiued the fayrh of Chriſt, 
The.15. Chap. 4 
N Ow had king Edwine (by common reporte) ſuche 
AN, | a zele,and erneſt deuotion toward the Chriſtian faithe 
that he per{wadid Corpuald kinge Redwalds fonne, 
and king of the Eſt Engliſh, to leau: of the vaine ſuperſtition 
of idols, and to come with his whole royalme and embrace 
the true faythe; and receaue the {acramentes of Chriſte his 
churche . For his father king Redwald before him was Chri- 
ſtened in kent but alas in vaine. Forreturning home againe 
he was ſeduced by his wyfe , and certaine other peruerle do- 
outs. And being 1n {1che wyle deprancd from the fincente, 
and pureneſſe of fayth, his end was'worle then his beginning. 
For he would teme,atter the maner of the olde Samaturanes to 
ſerue both Chniſte,and his owne falle Godesto.,as he dyd be- 
fore. And in-one temple he had eredyd'an' aultar for the (a- 
cnfice of Chriſte and an other hitle aultar for burne facrifices 
to his Idols and dyuels. The which temple Aldwolfe kinge 
of that prouince afrer him ( wholyued in this ourage ) fayde 
that it dured {o, vnto his time , and witneſfled that he ſawe it 
himſelfe in his childhoode, Truly this before named king 
Redwald was a noble prince of byrthe,althowgh vile and bale 
in his ates and deades . For he was king Tutyls ſonne, whole 
fathers name was Wofta, of whome the kinges of thecaſt en- 
gluh men arecalled Wottinges, Burt king Carpwald not long 
afrer he had ben Chnitened, was flayneby a gennle, and pay- 
nim named Richbert.And fro that ume.z.yeares after,the-pro- 
vince hued 1n gentilite falling from Chriſtianreligion varyll 
at the laſt Sibert king Carpwalds brother coke the kingdome, 
amanin all pointes lerned and moſt Chriſtian . Who whiles 
| bis brother was yet alyue , lyuing banniſhed in Fraunce wm 
S . Cir 
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'Chriſtened there , and inſtructed in the holy myſteries of our 

faythe of which he went about to make all his royalme parta- 
kener,as ſone as he came to the crowne . To whole gooden- 

The coG- deuour herin biſhopp Felix dyd mote erneſtly fauoure , and 
Suffolk, with greate prailc apple himſelfe . Who when he came frofh 
Noriolc%. Burgundie(where he was borne, and toke holie orders ) into 
bridg ſhe- Britanny to Honorius tharchbiſhop, and had opened this his 
res (en defire and godly purpoſe vnto him , the Archebiſhopp gladly 
Eaſt en-  gaue him licence and ſent him furthe to preche the worde of 
glut )<9- God ynto the forelayde Eſte Engliſh. Wher certes his zele and 
M the = yertuous defire proued notin vayne. For this holic huſbande 
M4 manand happictiller of the ſpirituall filde Founde in that na- 
tion plentifulnes of fruite , and encreaſle of people thar belea- 
ued him . For he browght all that prouince,beinge now de- 
lyuered by his healpe from their long 1niquite , and vahappi- 
nes, vnto the fayth, and workes of 1uſtice, and inthe end re- - 

ward of tuall b!iſle, and happines for cuer , according to 
the edn of his name , whiche in Lattin is called 

Dimocke Felix,and in our Engliſhe tounge ſoundeth happie . He was 
Byſhopp in the cite of Dummocke afterward . Where when he 
had ruled the churche of Chriſte.17.yeares in that dignite, and 


in that prouince he endyd his life in peace. 


How Pawlyne preched in the prouince of Lindiſſe, and of the ſtate 
of kingEdwynes raygne. 
The.16, Chap. 


Sh V:Byſhopp Pawlyne continued ſtyll , and at thistyme 
_ preched the worde of Godin the prouince of Lindifſe, 
which 1s the next toward the South bancke of Humber, 
bending euen vato the ſeas fide where he firſt conuerted to 
Preffum our Lord the mator of Lincolne whole name was Blecca,withal 
ze cixicatis 45 howſcholde, In the which citie he buylta well wrowght 
churche of ſtone: the rouffe whereof eyther forlong lacke of 
reparations, or by the ſpoyle of enemics is nowe calt downe, 


* Bux 
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But the walles thereof ſtand.yetto be ſeene at this preſent dais! 
and yearly ſome or other miracles are wont to be ſhowen thee 
to the greate good , and comforte of them which faythe Fully | 
ſeeke therfore , In this churche after Tuſtus departure hence 
vnto Chriſte, Pawlyne conſecrated Honorius, Archebiſhopp 
of Caunterbury, as I ſhall ſhewe more conueniently herafter. 
Nowe as towching the faythe,and belefe of this pronince , a 
certaine preiſt,and abbot, a man of good credit ,and to be be- 
leued, whoſe name 15 Deda, of the monaſterie of Peattan told - 
me that one of the elders of that couent ( as he reported him 
ſelfe) was baptiſed with manie other of the Wb there , at 
none daye by = Pawlinein the preſence of king Edwine, 
and in the fludde of Trent , nere the citic Thwolf ngaceſter:the 
which father,and elderly man, was wont to delcribe Paulinus 
erſonne , laying that he was a taule man, ſumwhat crooked 

La , and blacke of heare, lene in face , and hauing a hooked 
and thinne noſe , in countenance bothe dredful,and reverent. 
Who had 1n his chappel one Iames by name,who was a deaco,, 
and an induſtrious and diligent mi,noble certes and of greats: 
fame in Chriſt and the church. Who lued alſo cue ynto our ti- 
me. Burt in thoſe dayes ſuch was the peace, and tranquillite 
through our all Britanmie which waye focuer king Edwynes 
domimons laye,that(as it is yetia comon ——— a weake 
womi might haue walked with her new borne babe ouecral the 
ylandeuen from ſea to ſea,withour anie dammage , or danger. 
Moreouer this king did ſo muche tender his ſubieRes and the 
welch of the commons thatin moſt places where he ſawe fay- 
re,clere wel {pringes breaking out by Ne highwaies ſyde,heen- 
cloſed them 1n quicke ſert boures for the refreſhing of wayfa- 
ring men hauing by,greate braſen baſens to bathe,or waſhe in. 
| Which baſens either for feare of the kinges diſpleaſure no man 
durſt touche farderthen'to his owne preſent vie, and neceſſite: 
or no man wold take them awayefor the loue ,and good will 
S 3 "Wop 
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they boore to thair prince . Who was for the time of his raigne 

{o honoured and loued,that the truumphing banners,and, yt | 
ges were borne before him not in warre only,but in peace too, 
wherſocuer he went abrode , or rode with his garde in pro- 
erellc aboute the greate cities,townes , and ſheres of his domi- 
nions. Yea cuen yhen he paſſed through the ſtreres to any 
place, there was carried before him that kinde of flag or ſtre- 
mer, which the Romans calle Tufa, and the Engliſh men now 

a Thuufte. | 


How king Edwynereceaued letters of exhortation from Pope Ho- 
norius who ſent therwith a palle to biſhop Pauline, 
The.17. Chapter. 


| T what time Honorius Boniface his ſucceſſor was 

AA titer of Rome,and fate in theſce Apoſtolike , when 

X he had vnderſtoode that the kinge of Northumber- 

land and all his ſubiees 1n that countrie were conuerted to 

the- faithe and: cconfeſhon of Chnſte by Paulinus prea- 
ching, he ſent the ſame biſhop-Pauline a _ ,and let- 

ters to king Edwyne exhorting him , and his {ubiectes with fa- 

therly loue and charie,to perhiſt , or rather go forward in this 

true faithe which they had now receiued. The tenor of which 
letters1s fuche - To che moſt —_— prince «nd his moſt ryertu- 

The epi- 0us fonne #n our Lorde Jeſus Chrifle Edwyne king of the Engliſh 
—_ Ho men,biſhop HHonories ſeruant to them that ſerue God ſendeth grea-+ 
norius 7ing. $015 your Chniſtian loue , and integrite , tyred with the 
toEc: flame of faith to the worſhipping of your creator and maker, 
ci- that it ſhineth far and wyde,and being declared through all the 

© worlde bringeth furth fruyt of your doinge .,And truly {6 dog 

«6- yeknow your felfe beſt to bea king, when that after ye are 

* taught by the right and true preching,ye beleaue in almightie 

God your king and creator . Worſhupping him , adoring him, 

and rendring vp to him the {yncere deuotton of your hart. as 

far forthe as mans weaknes, and poorcabilite can attaine ynto, 

For what other thinge I praye you,ars we able to offer. ynto 

' our 
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aur God , then that perſiſting in good workes and confel{i ng 

him to be the author of mankinde we wor{hip:him,and fpede-: 

ly render our yowes ,/and prayers vnto him? Therfore we ex- 

horte you our moſt derely beloued ſonne 1n our. Sautout 

Chriſte Ieſu,as it is mete fora louing fatherto doe, that ye en-- 

deuour al maner.of wayes ye ca,witherneſt:will,and daily pra- 

yer,to hold and kepe this,that the. mercy of God hath wrought 

1n you, calling you,and all yours vnto his grace. And fo ſhalt: 

he which hath vouchefafed to bring you in this prelent world 

from all errourto the knowlege of. his holy name , prepare 

for you in the worlde to come: a manhon place in hy 

uen. Beye:therfore often occupied, in the reading of S.Gre# 

gories workes. Who was a man certes of bleſſed memorie jour 

good predeceſlour,and'your true precher,and Apoſtle. Haue 

before your eyes continually the ,greate zele of his do&rine, 

and goodaftettion which he; gladly' praiſed for your foules. 

health and ſaluation. That by this. means his verruoule prayer: 

may both encreaſe your kingdome,and allo proſper your 520- 

ple. And that in the end he may repreſent you all,as clene fou= 

les, and without fault, before the throne of almighty God. _. . 

Now as concerning theſe thinges, which your grace delyred to; tions fr6 

be ordeined and appointed. by ys for your prieſtes we hang; Rome. 

- without all delay prouided the ſame, and truly the rather for. the ew 

your ſyncere and vnfayned faithes ſake. Which hath ben at di-\8* 

uers times,and by digers relatios,as alſo now by the bearers of 

theleour preſentes,commendably declared vntd vs. We haue 

therfore withthe reſt of our rules and orders ſent herey.palles 

for the y metropolitans of your.countre,that is, for bilhop Ho- 

norius, and biſhop Pauline. Willing and commaunding , that 

when one of them is called out of this mortal! lyfe to the mer- 

cie of God,then ſhall his make and felowe whuch is yet a lyue 

ſubro gate by this our aurhoritean other biſhop metropolita+ ©, 

ac 1n his place which 1s deceaſed, which thinge wedoe graunte - +++ 
Rs vato * 


._ 


Ale ofPa- To Honorius ourderely beloued brother, Honorius ſendeth 


pe Hono- ! : 
me Hong greating: Among manie other pr 


norius the Which our mercifull Redemer yo 
Archebil- 


ſhop of © {eruauntes,this doth he alſo bountifully graunte ys 


Cau 


bury. 
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ynto them,as well for your good affeion to vs , and loue to 
the truthe , as alſo for the diſtance of places,and ofo greate 
prouinces and cuntries, as lye be twene Rome and Britannie, 
And laſt to thintent,that we might in all pointes ſhewe your 
» highnes,howe our conlſent,and agrement 15 euer more redie at 
| hand,to your deuoute zele,and erneſt delyre of Gods glorie. 
Who keape your grace alwaies in pirfete healthe,and profpe- 
TItC, | 


How biſhop Honorius who ſucceded Iuftus in the byſhoprike ot 
Caunterbury, receiued fromPope Honorius a palle,and letters. 


| The18-Chapter 

O W about this tyme died Archebiſhop Tuſtus , the 
Nam of Nouember. And Honorius was choſen in his 
place. Who comming to Archebiſhop Pauline to be 
pointed thereto,met him at Lincolne. And there was con- 

r Awe ate inſtiruted byſhop of Caunterbury . And is nowe 
numbred fifthe after S. Auſtin . To whome alſo Pope Hono-' 
rius ſent a palle with letters,in the which he commaunded the 
veneſelfe fame thinge , that he wrote before in his epiſtle to 
king Edwine. Which is,that whenſoeuer the biſhop of Caun- 
terbury,or the biſhoppe of Yorke were departed this life , then 
the other which remained aliue , andis yet prelate of the ſame 
degree ſhould haue powre,and authoritie , to ordaine an other 
pneſt in the Archebtſhops rome, which is now deceaſed, That 
1t mought not to benedefull alwaies to trauaile, and toyleby 
fea and by land 2s farre as to Rome, for the inftitution,and ap- 
pointing of an Archebiſhop . The copie of the Popes letters I 
thinke not mucheamis to be hereinſerted in our iſtorie, 


tiues,and gratious giftes 
afeth to geaue his _y- 
his 


0 
atec+ mere liberalite,and goodnes , that by brotherly comforte and 
| frend- 
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frendfull letters,as it were by an inward looking on'our hartes, 
or an outward bcholding of our mutuall viſage , and contena» 
unces,we repreſent,and thew in our ſelues a certaine loue , ac- 
cord,and vmte.For which gratiouſe benefit we render thankes 
vncelsitly vnto his high mateſte. And belech him in moſt ſup- 
plaunte wiſe,to ſtrenghte and confirme you with his mightye 
powre continually , that ye maye erneſtly laboure alwaies1n 
reaching his holie goſpell,and profit therein:that ye maye fo- 
Lowe the rule,and ſteppes of your heade and maſter, bleſſed S. 
Gregory:that Chriſte maye {end by you greater encreaſe vato 
his urch:Andlaſt that the ſoulesalredy wonne,and conerted 
by you and your predeceſlours ( which hath-proceded of the 
firſt plageing of bleſſed S.Gregory ) maye in more ample wi- 
ſe encreale in faith,and proſper in good workes, in the feare of 
God and parfeRte charite . And ſo I truſt the promiſes of our 
Lord ſhall hereafter take place in you, and this Bn bleſled yoi- 
ce call you to eternall Blifſe and toyefulnes: Come no me, all ye 
| that laboure,and trauayle, and I will refreſhe you , And againe: 0 
my good,and faithfull ney , becauſe thou haſt ben faurhfull ouer a 
kule, I will appointe the owerſeer to 4 preate dele , come in ,"ymo the 
royes of thy. Lord and mafter . And thus much , derely beloued 
1n the wale of exhortation., we haue premuſed , of the abun- 
dance of our charite,and loue towardes you . Now as concer- 
ning the pruuleges of your churches, we haue not differred to 
graunte you ſuch thinges, as we hauethoughe meteſt for you. 
Therfore to anſwer your requeſtes herein , looke what autho- 
rite,wein the [tede,and place of S.Peter heade of the Apoliles, 
haue graunted you , by our expreſſe commaundement in let- 
ters c1xeced to our dere onne Edwine your kinge we will ye 
keape,and oblerue the lame. Which is:that when one of yowe 
is departed this mortall life,the other which is lefte alyue ſhall 
alligne an other biſhop in the departed Archebifſhops rome 
and dignite, And for the better doinge,and ordering oats Fe: 
ue 


Maith , 11, 
Matth.2 4 . 
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INS ſent vntoeche of you a palle,thar hs the authonite of this 
our commaundement , your orderly and due miſtirution may 
be acceptablein the ti > of Alnightie God . Wherin to con- 
deſcend , and graunte this muche ynto-you , we were moued 
by the longe 10urny, and tediouſe trauailing by fee , and lande 
from Britannie to Rome, that no hinderance may happen he- 
reafter ro your churche by anye prerenced occalion ane man» 
nerof waye. Bur rather that you mayefarderler forthe che 
faithe and deuotion of the people commurted ro your RF 
Almightie God keape you 1n good health moſt derely be 
loucd brother.  Geauenthe x j.of lune 1n the 24.yeare of he 
raygne of our moſt gratioule , and loucraine Lorde Herachus 
Emperour.Alto the thirds yeare , of the moſt happieſt Ceſar 
Heracliws the ſonne. The 7. Indidioa.; the yere of our Lore» 
de. 622, 


Howe firſt this Pope Honorius. Andafterhim the elefted biſho op 
John ſent letters to the Scotrtes for the keaping ot Eſter. And ag 
Pclagius herclic, 


The 19. Chap. 
His Pope Honorius ſent letters alſo vnto the Scottes, 


; | | (whome he vnderſtoode to errein the obſeruation of 
» the holy time of Eaſter,as I haue befor (pecihied,) dili- 
gcrly exhornng the,chat they would nor 0" es or think their 
owne {mall number wiler,then che churches of Chriſte,curhec 
auncient, either newely conuerted which haue ben hematih. 
re,or be now at this preſent daye anie where through our all 
the whole worlde, in celebrating any other Eaſter, thenafter 
the cou.” "Raccompte of Eiter, and according to the. ynifor- 
me decrees vi Þuj h1ſhops in the wordle . Whiche haue vppan 
that matter {ate in Synodes,and cocluded a certain order in 
nerall councels.T o whome alio for theameading of the _ 
errour, thon Seuerinus {uccellour, who next {lucceded Hono- 
©4us , when he was yet bur clected ; and.nonunated Bullhop of 
Roms 
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Rome direaed letters of yu authorite and full of goodler- 
ning: plainly prouingin the, that the Eſter Sondaye muſt be 
compted, and obſerued, from the .15. moone, vatothe.:1. as it 
was proued , and allowed by the Nicene Councell the firſt. Thee 
Moreouer he warned the in theſame epiſtle, to auoyde ;and Frer ts 
eſcheue, Pelagius herefie, whiche he vnderſtode;dyd begin to ** 087 
ryſe, and {pringeagaine amongeſt the. The beginninge of tothecler 
which epiſtle was thus: To our dereſt beloued,and the moſte _ the AO | 
verttoule ,Thomian,Colaban,Chroman, Dimi,and 
Bathan Byſhops: Chroman, Herman, Lawſtran, Stellan,and 
Segian Pneſtes:to Saran,and all other dotours,or Abbotes of 
Scotland: Hilarie, Archeprieſte , and keaper of the vacant ſea. 
Apoſtolique , Ihon deacon , and in the name of God elefted, * 
and choſen Byſhop of theſame holie ſee:and Ihon,che chiefe Se- romeo? 
cretarie, and of that ſea Apoſtolike, and Ihonallo ſer- 
uant of Gad,and Counſeller of that ſame ſee &c. Yourlet- 
ters whiche ye ſent ro holic Pope Seucrine,, a man worthie of 
ic,andlong memori , hauc had as yet no anſwere made 
ro the, for the matters, whiche yerequired , bycauſethe Popes 
holynes departed this lyfe before your letters , were e 
aye weheue nowe din this vacancicof the 
olic ſee , leſt the ignorance of fo greate a queſtion mowght 
hegledabongi ond ben vndiſcuſflyd mg yowe. In 
which letters we hauc read and perceaued thatcertain of your - 
prouince JueTT age the ryght faythe, doe goc abowte 
to renewean 0ld , refuſing very ignorantly our Eſter, 
in which Chniſte was offred our true paſcall Lambeto God 
his father , and entending to celebrate wath the Iewes 
in the.14.moone. &c. By this e—_—_ of their epiſtleit ap- 
peareth plainly that at that time this hereſie was buta lytle be- 
fore ryſen in Scotlande: And alſo,that not all the countrie but 
certaine of them onlye were infe&ted therwith. Now when 
thele before mentioned prelates Ri, pres 5 
T ma- 


The ces» 


the” peia- 


= 


ſromable-obſeruation of Eſter: thus in thelaine epiſtl 


Agiinft | herefie beginneth nowe to ſpringe a 


Pſal. 5 0. 
finne: Ec. 
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ethey 
wrote of the pelayjan heretikes ; which were1n Scotland: We 
vnderſtand al{o by your letters , that the poiſon of Pelagins 
gaine emongeſt yow:whi- 
chewe motte erncitly exhorte;:and counſelt yowe to 


forfake,and prouidethar the poyſoncd infedtion of {6 dedly an 


herche finke no farder :unto'your myndes , -butlabouras: ye 
may vtterly to forgett it . - For ye ought to remembre , howe 
this execrable heref1c hath longe fithens ben condemnediAnd 
hathe ben aboliſhed; and purowte'of remembrance not only, 
theſe.j. huindred yeares , butis alſo yer atthis preſerit,/daylic 
condemned of vs,with continuall curſes ,/and all theyexcom- 
municated which folowe thelame. We therfore exhorte,, and 
requeſt yowe;; that ye ſuffernot theiraſſhes:to be. ſtirred; and 
blowerrvp e ſt yowe-; whoſe ſtrength and weapons be 
barntand conſumed. ' For what Chriſten, harteis there, whi- 
chedeteſterh nottodeath; and abhorreththeir prowde intent 
and wicked wordes;which dare affirme,that a man'mayelyue, 
and be withowt fynne, euen of his owne voluntarie will,and 
not throwghethe grace of God?:And then to confideragaine 
the tructh hereof ,/1t 15 blaſphenue;, and extreme fooliſhnes to. 
faye:thata man 1s. withowt{ynne.. Forhe cannot poſsibly 
beſo. Neither cuer any was,but only the mediator of: God,and 
man Chriſte Icſus our Lorde, who-wasa 'verieand true man. 
conceyued and borne withowteſynne.; Foras for other men, 
they arc all borne in: oryginall: inne , And doe beare the wyt- 
nes, and token of Adams firſt preuarication., and breaking of. 
Godes commaundement, yea, althowghe they.lyued without 
aQtuall ſynne accordinge to the Prophete, laying: Behold, I was: 
conceiued in. mniquite , and my mother bathe browght me forthe in. 


, How gfter kinge Edyynes deathe, biſhop Pawlyne returned to kent, 
and there toke rhe Bylhoprike of Rotchefter, 

Herz 274 15 aht* ky 620, Chapter,” * 
| when 
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Edwyne had moſte triumphant! 

So Engliſhand Britons "9 

Y\9//2\the tpaceof.xvy.yeares, (in fome'of whiche, 
LANG) abowt the number of.6.ycares,he had him —— 
RRaIND (51 lelfe ben ſubicte to Chriſte, and euerlooked 
DAS his raygne,and kingdoine) SI 
of the Britons cetranb Alon inſt ham; hauing ayde 
ſuccortherunts , of Penda a ſtowght man , and ofthe. kin 
bloud of Marſhland . Ouer which nation afterward be had 
dyuers chaunces,and fortune, rule and gouernance, forthe ſpa- 
ce of xxij .yeares 5 Nowe when they had thus ioyned battaile, 4s. 5;;. 
andentred fight with kinge Edwine tn a great, largeandplaine 
field,called thereof H him there at the laſt, 


ebiildeythey flowe 
the .4. dayeof Ofober , in the yeare of eur Lorde. 633, and of 
kings Edwynes age the.47.yeare:whoſe whole hoſte was other _— 
reſently murdered there, or ſhamefully pucto flight.: In the 4 
which watres 6fie ob kinge Edwines fonnes , thatluftie:, and 
*  - warlyke ybnage prince Offryde,was kylled,before his father div 
ed. The otherſotine Edfryde of veric vrgent necelate fled wn- 
"to kirige Penda for fuccour. Of whome afterward againſt the 
Ppromuled fayrhe , and his ſolemneothe , he was moſtcrudllye 
put to deathe' in the raygneof kinge: Ofiwald. -Atthistyme 
there was a yerie yg} le perſecution-an che chirche; anda 
fowle murder of the Northumberlandes,cipecaally bicauſe that 
one of the Capitaines,whiche cauſed this perſecution ,andad- 
ucrſite was a painim:the other thowgh notapaynim,yert more 
feerce and barbatouſe,; the-was any-heathen,or paynim... ,, For 
| kings Penda with ae wes the Marſhland -mem was 
"wholly geauen to Tdolatrie , and\aktogether heathen ; ahd vt;- 
chnſtened, But king Cardwell althowgh Drury ns ape? k 
a Chriſtian and ed thatlyfe , yer was hein/mynde ,and = 
 manersforude ,and owtrageouſe;; thathe' woultle:not{pare : 
' eyther' woinens weaknes ;" or cluldrens' maocencie ;/;but 
Wes, TI 3s. | Put 
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to deathe withe greauous , and bytter tormenes, 
F canling'2s his beftl cruelty and vnmercyfull tyranmie, 
yy longe time, 'and raging oure all the prouinces, 
purpoling moreouer with himſelfe to exterminare out of 
the borders of Britannie the whole nation of Engl , 
and to extinguiſh the verie name of them.Neither did he ought 
eſteme or anie thing reuerence,and honor the Chriſtian religi- 
on whichthe Engliſh men had.So that vnto this daye the Bri 
tons maner,and cuſtomeis, to ſet light by the faithe , and reli- 
gion of Engliſh me.Neither will they in anie one pointe more 
communicate with them , then they wold with heathens, and 
painims.Kinge Edwynes head was brought vnto Yorke. And 
afterward carryed into S. Peters churche , ( which churche he 
himſelfe had begon to buylde, but his ſucceſſour king Oſwald 
finiſhed hit,as we haue before declared.) And there layedin $. 
Gregories chappell.By whole diſctples,and of whole preachers 
he had in his lyte ume recciucd, and lerned the word of true ly- 
fe. Thus was the ſtate of Northumberlande muche on 
with this greate __ cruell perſecution. Seing thertq= 
re there was none other remedic, woe ſaftie could befouns 
de, but only. by flight, biſhop Pauline accompaning the. 
good Quene Edelburge, with whome not longe before he 
Cameinto thatcuntrie,tooke ſhipp and returned againe to kent, 
And was there veric honorably recemed of Honorine the Ar- 
chebiſhop,and of kinge Edulbeld . His | wy gouerner 1 
iorning vnto kent was Baſſus one of the ſtrongelt of kinge 
Edwynes chicfe garde. This biſhop brought awaye with tum 
from the cuntries of Northuberlande de king Edwyncs 
- daughter and Wulcfrea his ſonne, Iffy alſo Offrides ſonne,and 
nephue to king Edwyne. Which y.yonge princely childre thus 
tender mothers for feare of kinge ar a6 into 
Fraiice,ts be brought vp in king D courte, W 
- both dicd in theu 1nfancie, And were bunedia the bigh _ 


—- 
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with ſuch-honour,as is mete forkinges ſones,and innoctt babes 
of leſus Chnſte.He brought morcouer away with. him-much 
pretious plate of king Edwynes:amongeſt which was a greats 
golds crofſe anda gohlde chalice coſecrated for the miniſterieof 
the aultar,which are yet both reſerued,and to be ſes at this day 
in the. Cathedral church of Caunterbury, Now was the {ee of 
Rotcheſter vacit at this time.For Romanus biſhop therof,ſent 
fro the Archebiſhop Iuſtas legatto Hononus,was drows- «,,-. 
ned inthe tepeſt, going to Italie. The biſhop Pauline at the of+ and cha- 
fer of biſhop Hononus, and at -king Edubaldes requeſt toke ot 
that charge on him,and kept Rotcheſter dioces , vatill, at his 

Full and rypeage,he quietly ed this tranſitonielyfe., and 

was recaiued into the bleſle of n, with > 200 
and reward of his labours,and-trauailes,thathe here on 
earthe for Chriſte his truthe,and Goſpell. Who at his deceaſe 
leftein his churche of Rotcheſter his palle, which he had recei- 
fromthe Popeof Rome. And in his Archebiſhoprike of Yor- 
ke he lefte Iames his deacon a good and godly ma, Wholiuing 
long after in that churche by preching and baptifing toke ma» 
nic prayes out of the diuels teathe,and wonne manicſoules vn» 
to Chriſte. Of whoſe name the village hath.a name at this. 
daye,n which be for the moſt part abode, arid dwelled nere 
vnto Catarafte. Who. bycauſc he was conninge inſonge, and 


mulycke, and alſo in the office and ſeruice of the quyre, when 
that contrie was more quiet , and the compani of farhfall be- 


gan alicle-and lide to-encreale againe, ſer ypaichole emon». 
geſt them,and profeſſed to be a maſter of church-mulyke, and Etta 
inge,according to the falhion.,, and maner ofthe Romis, mulke 
the Dioceſans of Carerbury.Which thinge wh6 he had ſo. 399 
don a longe time, with greate profyr, at tha lenght(thatI may inthe 
vic the words of ſcnpture)being a man. well trooken-in age, Noo 
tull of yeares , and hauing ſeerumanie good dayes, he wal- 
ked the wayes whiche hus fathers wear, | 
JL pngare-dapdtougrepandde ery: T x - THE 


of their nacion and alſoloſt their kingdome. Moreouer how the moſt 
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| of the Bernicians:but alas as bothe had now recciued 
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OE THE HISTORIE OF THE 
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| How the firſt ſucceſſours of kinge Edwin did both forſake the faith 


chriſten kinge Oſwald reſtored bothe. 
The 4. Chapter. 


= Yn Edwin beinge in. battaile , the ſonne of 
Elfnike /his ,vncle by his fathers {yde., cal- 
led Oſtich, who hi that he had hearde Pay. 
| lia preache,receaued the faith, !ucceded him 
FAN in the gouernance of the . Deirans: _ rr 
whiche prouince he had the 

» and the firſte be e of oh hagions 
ut | vga ptr the Bernicians (for the nation 

berland had beendeuided of olde time into TW ts two coun» 
tries) was ruled by Edelfrides ſonne,named Eanfride, who had 
of that prouince "5 beginning of his kinred and kingdome, 
For during all the time of Edwines raigne the ſonnes: of kin- 
ge Edelfsile , Who {as we {aied betore.) raigned before Ed- 
wip, were baniſhed with a greato numbtcof toblpyoung 

till men ,and ſo lived amonge-the. Scottes ,' 'of Reds hes 
where they. wer inſtruded accordinge to the Scottes doarine, 


pag j wh pra grace of b . Theſe youngeprinces 
after the death af het ennemic kinge Edwin chekinglome 
| tochcucoyntris, Offichthe eldeſt of them tokethe me 


of the Deans, and Eanfridethe ſeconde EO 


pry 
ofan carthly kingdome,ſo likewiſe bothe in and aban- 
doping them {elfes ro the diuell,- loſt the druinemyReties of 
the heaucnly kingdome, wherein they wereinſtructed; and 
yelded them ſclues againe to be dehled with the wor 
| de filth 


SED 
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de filth of Idolatrie . This apoſtaſte remained not longe vn- Apottaie 
utiſhed. For Kadwallader the king of Britons with wicked f*2m the 
Foc bot with worthy vengeance flew them both the next iſ 
ſommerenſuing , ſodcinly iſſuing out with allhis hoſt. Ar 
what time he murdereth firft Oſrich vnpre and his who- 
le armie pending themſclucs miſerably with in the ſuburbes of 
their owne citie. Then afterward when by the ſpace of awho- 
le yere hauing poſſeſſed the prouinces of the people 'of 'Nort- 
humberland , not as a king that were a conquerour ;bitt as an 
woe 25? cruel] tyranne deſtroyirig them, and with tragicall 
ſlaughter renting them in pieces: he put Eanfride alſo to'de* 
ath coming vnto him veryvnaduiſedly with twelne chofen 
ſouldiers 'minding to intreate vppon, peace , That Iame' 
yere continueth vntill this daye ynhappy and hatefulf "toll 
ood men,as well for the hae of e Engliſh kinges for- 
king the religion of Chiiſte,'as alſo for the king of Britanes 
furiouſe tyrannyze. Wherefor the hiſtoriographers and writers 
of that time hate thought beſt ,, thar Sorin of thoſe 
Apoſtate kinges being vtterly forgotren | the ſelfeſameyere' 
ſhould be affigned to the raigneof the king that folowed next, 
vhich was Ofivald# man dearely beloued of God ;Who after 
that his brother Panfiae was line, cothirig ynlooked for 
with a ſmall armie ; bur ned with' the faich of Chriſte; the 
Britons curſed capitaine and that victorius /hoſte;; whereofhe 
made his auant thatnothing coulde 'be able to withſtand'it, 
was Yanquiſhed and ſlaine in a certain place which in the En- - 
gli tonpe is called Deniſe: Burn, that 'is to lay, the'riverof 
eniſe, | a pot 4 {4 it * k WG 1.9% 
How by the figne of the Crefle, which the ſame 
he fought againſt the Barbarqus Britons, he coquered 
er 
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He place is ſhewed vntill chis daye, and is hadin greate 
reuerence,where Oſwald when he ſhould come to this 
battayle did ſer vp a ſigne ofthe holy croſle,amd belce- 
ched God humbly vppon his knees that with his heauenly 
helpc he would ſuccour his ſeruauntes being in ſo great adi- 
{crefle.The report allo is,that(the crofle being made with quic 
king Of- ke ſpede, and the hole prepared wherein it ſhould be ſette ) the 
ws * ing bang Rrwnr paern gd hike 60 ha, 260 OPER 
in the holce,and held it with both his handes , when it was ſert - 
,yntill it was faſtened to the carth with duſte which the 
ouldiars heaped: about it. Nowe when this was done he 
cried out a loude to his whole armic: Let vs all kneele apon, 
our knees, and let vs all together pray erneſtly the almighty, 
Luing, andtrue God, mercfully to defend ys from the proude 
and cruellenncmy: for he knoweth , that we enterpriſe warres 
ig a ryghefull quarell for the ſaulfegard of our ſubietes. All did 
as hecommaunded them , And thusin the dawning of the 
day they marched forth , encountred with their enemue , and 
according to the merite of their faith) atclueued and wonne 
e vitorie. In the place of which prayer manifold miraculous 
cures areknowen to be done , queſtionleſle. in token and re- 
membraunce of the kinges fach . For cuen vatill this preſent 
day many men do cuſtomablye cut chyppes out of the veraye 
tree of thatholy croſle which caſting into waters and geuing 
thereoff ro ſick men and beaſtes to drinke,or ſprinckling them 
therwith,many forthwith are reſtored totheir helch, That pla- 
ccis.in the Engliſhe tongue named heauen feld and was Io 
called long before, not without a ſure and a certaine fors 
ſight of thinges to come, as ſignifieng vndoubredly-, that 
in the ſame place a heaucnly memonall was to be ſer wp, 
a heaucnly victoric ſhould be gotte, capa miracles ſh ad 
be wrought and remembred encn vito our dayes, ” 


A croſſe 
erefted by 
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THE HISTORY OF THE © | 
This place is nere to that wal which ſtiderh toward the north- 
caſt,wherwith the Romaines did ones in time paſt copaſle all 
whole Britaine fr6 ſea ynto ſea to kepe of the inuafions of fo- 
rennersas we haue declared before , In theſelf ſame place 
religious me of Hagftalden church (which is not far ks thece) 

| have now of long time been accuſtomed to come euery yere, 

Diriges ©* the eue and the day that theſame king Oſwald was afterw 

=— mg {laine to kepe Dinges there for his ſoule , and in the morning 

ſeinthe after plalmes being ſated ſolemnely to offer for him the fa» 


forthe = Crifice of holy oblation, This good cuſtome longe continuin 


dead, theplace was made more holy, and is now much honoured 
al men by therealon of the church that was lately builded and 
dedicated in the ſame place , And not withouta cauſe , con- 
ſidering that no {igne of the Chriſten faith,no church,no aul- 
tar was fett vppin all the whole countrey of the Bernicians, 
before that this vertuous warrier , moued wyth harty deuotion 
of ynfained fayth dyd ſett vppthis baner of the holy Croſle, 
when he ſhould fiightagaynſt his cruell ennemie. It ſhall not 
be beſide owr purpoſe torecounte of many which were done, _ 


yet one miracle more mightely wroughtat this holy Croſſe, 
One of the religiouſe men of the Fareſcide church of Hag ftal- 


den , called Bothelme, who lyueth yer at this daye , a few yeres 
paſt,when by chaunce in the night he went vawares on the 
yle ſadaynely fall:ng downe brake his arme,and began to be ſo 

vexed with greauous anguithe thereof,that for vehemency of 
payne he was not able to bryng his arme to his mouth , This 

man hearing that one of the brethren hadappointed to go vp. 
to the place of the ſame holy croſſe, prayed him thatat hus re- 
tnraehe would bring him a picce of that bleſſed wood, laying 
that he belecued that by Gods grace he might haue his helth - 
thereby . He dyd ſo as he was defired: and when he was come 

home agayne about cuening, the brethren being ſert at the ta» 
ble ta cate, he gaue the delcaled party ſome of the old moſle, 
__ where- 
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wherewyth the ouermoſte part of the wodde was couered. 
Who fitting alſothenar table, and having at hand no better 
place to laie vp the gift wherewith he was preſented , putitin 
to his bolome . in to bed, and forgetting to ayeit a 
ſide he lett it lyeall might in his boſome. At midnight he wa- 
ked and feling a colde thing lying nere to his fide , ſturring 
him ſelfeto finde what that ould be , ſodenly hefindeth hus 
arme and hand hole and ſounde, as if he had neuer had the de- 


leaſe, 


' Howe the ſame kinge at his owne requeſt receiued Aidan of the 
Scottiſhe nacion,and gaue him a byſhops ſee in the yle of Lindiſfarne 
Now called Holy Ilond. 

| The. I Chap. 


Gow after that the ſame Oſwald was come to the -. 


Crowne he being deſirous, that all the people , which he 


_ + 9 to rule,ſhould be inſtrudted in the grace of Chriſte 
faith, wherof nowtke had very greatproufes in vanquuſhing his 
forein ennemies , heſente to the Peeres of Scotland , among 


whome he lyuing in baniſhmene , and the ſouldiours whiche 
wer with him wer Chriſtened,making a requeſt vnto the that 
thei wold ſend him a prelate,by whole doctrine and miniſterie 
the realme of Englad which heruled might both learne the gi- 
ftes,and alſo receiue theſacramtts of our Lordes faith . Nei 
was this godly un denied him.For biſhop Aidan was direc- 
ted ſtraight vnto him,a mi of maruailous mekeneſle,godlinel- 

ſe,and modeſtie:and one that had a zelein Gods quarrell, al- 
though not 1n euery point according toknouledg, For he was 
wont to kepe Eaſter ſunday from the fourtenth day after the 
chaiige of the mane, vntil the twttith:according to the cuſto- 
me of his country,wherof we hauediuers times encio. 


For the north part of Scotlid,and al the Redſhanks did in that 
manereuen at the ſame time ſolemniſe Eaſter ſunday, thin- 


king thatin this keeping of Eaſter they folowed the aduer- 
tiſement writen by thek 


oly praiſe worthy father A narbolius 
V 3 ® which, 


Holy 


Ilond, 


A rare 2e- voided 
le to the 


ing 
of Gods Mu 
word in a 
wordly 
Prince, 


to preache., Aidan the biſhop him ſelfs was a monks , of the 
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which how well it was doneof them, the ſlalfullina Chriſten 
religion are not ignorant. Truly the Scottes , which dwelt in 
the fouthe coaſtes of the yle of Ireland,had long a gone lear- 
nedto keepe the feſt of Eaſter by the Canomicall approued 
cuſtome, being aduiſed thereto by the Pope fitting in the ſee 
Apoſtolike. To this biſbop Aidan king Oſwald appointed 
holye Ilond for his ſee and biſhoprick , according as he bad 
him” felfe defyred . This place with lowing and ebbing is 
twyle euery daye like an yle enuyroned with the ſurges of 
the ſca,twyſe made to ſtand as maine lande , the bankes being 
agane of the fea waues . By the vertuous aduiſe of 
this good biſhop, the kinge glad and ready to follow the ſame, 

( the Church of Chnſte throughe his domi- 
nions.And in this moſt godly endeuour bothe of the Prance . 
and of the biſhop this was a gracious and pleaſaunt fight , that 
whereas the biſhop was vn{kallfull ofthe Engliſh tonge , and 
the kinge by reaſon of his longe baniſhement in Scotland, 
vaderſtode and ſpake the ſcottiſh very well , when the. biſ- 
thop preached the faith of Chriſt} the king was interpreter 
of he heauenly worde to his dukes and ſubietes, Hereu 
for the ſpace of a longe time people flocked out of Sco 
into Britaine , and ſuch as were called to the high degree of 
prieſthod, began with great and feruent deuotian to prea- 
che the worde of faith to thoſe prouinces of England , which 
king Oſwalde goucrned, baptifing all ſuchas beleyed. There- 
fore churches wer builded in places conuenient:the people re- 


- joycing aſſembled together to heare the woord of Gad , pol- 
- ſelfions and territories wer geuen by the kinges bountifulneſle 
- for the foundation of religiouſe houſes:the litle children of 
" England and elder folkes wer by the Scottes their inſtru- 
- ours trained and traded vp 


in obſeruation of regular dif- 


cipline.For they wer for the moſt parte mokes all ſuch as came 


ye. 
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vie which is called Hydeſtinate . houſe of his religion 
ae tims the head houle of all the monaſteries al- 
moſt of the northren Scortes and of abbyes of all the Red- 
ſhankes and had the ſoueraintie in ruling of ther people, 
Which yle invery deede belongeth to the right of Britane, 
being ſeuered from it with a narow ſca:but by the fzee gifte 
of the Redſhankes who inhabited thoſe partes of Britanie, it 
was now lately beſtowed vpon the Scottiſhe monkes 1n con- 


fideration of their vertuous ſermons and painefull preaching, 
whereby they reccaucd the faith of Chnit, 


(otherwiſe Redſnankes)receaued the | 


When the nacion of the Piches 
Chriſten faith. 


Poo rreng wg 
ſhankes as dwelt in the fouth quarters . Forthe ſoutherne; 
Redfhankes , who had there dwelling places in the ſame mo- 


untatnes , did long before ( as they fay.) receiue the true faith 
and abandonned 1dolatry, at what time the woord was prea- 
ched vnto them by the right reuerend biſhop and bleſſed 
man,Nmua Briton borne. Who was at Rome perfitly taught | 
the faith and milteries ofthe truthe.Wholſe ſee Engliſh na- 
cion hath enen now notable for the name and church of 
Sant Marnn the biſhop, where he alſo doth reſt together with 
many holy men, Which place appertaining to the Bernicians 
| V3 & pro: 


WD -_ 
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proujnce is commonly called Ad candidem caſam,at the white 
cottage,for ſomuch as ther he made a church of ſtone after an 
other facion,then the Britons'wer wont to builde . Columben 
came to Britanie when the moſt puiſſaunt king Bride Meilo. 
cheus ſonne raigned ouer the Redſhanks , in the ninth yere of 
his raigne, and did by his learning andexample of life conuert 
that nacion to the faith of Chriſt, In conſideration whereof 
the aforſayde yle was geuen himin poſleſfis,to make a mona+ 
ſerie. For the yle is not greate, butas thoughit wer of fiue fa- 
milies by eſtimatis.His ſucceſſours kepeit vntil this day,wher 
alſo he lieth buried dying at the age of xxvij.yeres about xxxij, 
yeres afterthat he cam into Britain to preach.Bur befor that he 
trauailed to Britaine,he made a famous monaſterie in Irelid 
whiche for the great ſtore of okes is in the Scottiſh tong called 
Dearmach,that 1s to {ay,afild of okes:of both the which mona- 
ſeries very many mo religious houſes were afterward ere&ted 
by his ſcholars both in Britaine,and alſo in Ireland . Of all the 
which the lame abbey that is in the yle where in his bodye 
lieth buried,is the head houſe, This yle is alwayes wont to haue 
an Abbat that is a prieſt, to bethe ruler;to who both the whalle 
countrey and alſo the biſhops them ſelfes oughe aftera ſtrain 
and yncuſtomed order to be{ubieR,according to the ewes. 
of the firſt teacher, who was no biſhop, but a prieſt and a mon+ 
ke. The reportis,that ſome things ar written by hus icholars c6- 
cerning his lyfe and ſayings : but yet what maner of man ſo e- . 
uer he was,we know tis ofhim for a ſurety, that he left ſuc- 
ceſlours,men that excelled in great continence,in paſsing cha- 
rite, and vertuous trade of religious Ilyfe, In ngthe 
high feaſt of Eaſter they truſted to vncertaine compalles, 
and no maruaile conſydering that no man ſent ynto them, the 
decrees made in generall counſayles for the keping there- 
of , Yet they diligently oblerued all ſuch workes of deuotion 
and chaſt coguerlation as they could learne inthe prophets,in 
C5 the | 


"= 
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the ghoſpels,and the Apoſtles wmungs.This keping of Eaſter 
continued no {mall time with them , that is to witt , vntill the 
ſcuen hundreth and fixteneth yere of our Lordes incarnation, 
by the ſpace of an hundreth and fiftie yeres after,they receiued 
the faith, But when the He. reuerend and holy and 
rieſt Egbert came to them from England, living in Chriſtes 
quarellinexi in Ireland beings man very well learned un 
he holy (cripture and {1ngular for the perfett lyfe , which he 
had lead many yeres together,they were reformed by him, and 
brought to kepe Eaſter on the true right and laufull day . Ne- 
uertheleſſethey did not alway before that time ſolemniſe and 
keepe the feaſt of Eaſter vppon the fourtenth daye after the 
chaunge ofthe moone according to the Tewes cuſtome (as ſo- _ 
me men ſuppoſed)but on the ſame day though in an other we- 
ke then it was conuenient, For they knewe(as Chriſten men 
do ) that the reſurre&tion of our Lorde , whiche was on the 
firſte daye of the weke ought allwayes to be celebrated on 
the firſt daye of the weke alſo : but as ignoraunt and high- 
yplandyſh men they had norlearned when the ſame firſt daye 
of the weke whiche nowe 1s named Sounday ſhoulde come. 
Yetfor as mucheas they continued in perfedte charitye , they 
deſerued to attaine the perfitte knowledg of this thing , ac- 


cording as the Apoſtle pronuſeth ſaying : And yff ye be off Philly, 3. 


an other mynde , God will rewile that alſo tynco yowe. But he- 
reof we treats more at large hereafter in a place conue- = 


nicnt, 


Of the lyte of Aidan the biſhop, "The 5. Chap. 


p|| ROM this yle therefore and from this co- 
Ade<\{ ucnt of monkes founded by. holy Colum- 
| | ban , Aidan was ſentand conſecrated biſhop 
© || toinſtruce Englande in the fayth of c x  1- 
=] 5 T Eat what tyme Segenius abbot and pricſt 
| Was 


The exi- 
ple of a 
true prea- 
cher , and 
avertuous 


Bilhop 


Sine adiofi 
fine Laid. 


VVenſday 


and tridga- 
Jes faſt, 
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was head of the ſame monaſterie, Wherein among other leſ- 
ſons of living he leftthe Clerkes a moſt holſome example of 
abſtinence, and continence . This thing did chiefely com- 
mend his doarine toall men , that the learning whiche he 
taughc was correſpondent to thelife that he lead, And why? 
He was not deſyrous after wordly goods , he was not ena- 
moured with preſent Vanitees, His ioye and comforte was 
foerthwyth co diſtribute to the poore that mette him all that 
was gouen him of kinges or other wealthy men of the worl- 
de, He ved to trauayle continually bothe in the citye 
and in the countrey , neuer on horſe backe , but allwayes 
on foote , except peraduenture greate neede had forced him 
to ryde. And in his trauaile what dyd he? Forſoothe who- 
me ſoeuerhe mette, riche or poore , incontinent abyding 
for a time with them , either he allured them to receine the 
faythe if they were outof rhe faythe , or ſtrengthened them in 
the faythe , if they were in it, exhorting them eftſaones no leſ- 


ſein workes then wordes te almefſe geuing and other good 
deedes. And his religiouslyfe ſo farce paſſed the ſlackenes 
and key colde deuotion of oure time , that all they whiche 
went with him , were they profeſſed into cr aps , Or were 


they laye brethern , gaue them ſelfes continually to contem- 
plation , thatis to as , beſtawed all their tyme exther 1n rea- 
ding (cripture,or in learning the pſalter. This was the dayly ex+ 
ercile of him and his brethren to what wy 4 euer or —_ 
And if by chaunce it had happenned ( whiche yet 

eldome) that he were bidden to the kinges banket,he wm 
accompained with one or two clerkes , and taking a ſhorte re- 
paſt,he made ſpedely haſt to read withhis brethren, or els wet 
other where forth to pray. Euery-deuout mi and womi being 
at that time taught by his enſamples tooke vp a cuſtomeal the 
whole yere through , ſaving berwene Eaſter and whirſonty- 
de apon wenlday and friday to continew in faſting Tap 
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three of the clocke in the after none. If rych men haddone any 
thing amyſle, he neuer for.hope of honour,or feare of di{plea- 
ſure Cond to tel chem of it, but with ſharpe rebuking amended 
them . If any gefle or ſtraungerhad come vnto hum, were he 
neuerſo worlhipful, he neuer gaue mony butonly made them 
good chere, Asforſuche ns 4 asin monye were liberally 
geuen him by ryche men , hedyd eyther ( as we haueſaycd ) 
geue them 1n adole;for the. relicte of the poore,or els hela- 
yedit outfor the raunſomyng of thoſe that had beenwrong- 
fully ſolde: finally many of ſuch, as by mony he had redemed, 
he made after his ſcholers, bringing _ vpp in learning and 
vertue and exalting them tothe highe dignte of prieſthod. 
The report is that ( when kynge Olwald deſired firſt to haue 
a Prelate out of Scotland, who might preach the fayth ro hum 
and his people) an other man of a more auſtere ſtomacke was 
firſt ſent : Who when after a lyttell while preaching to the 
Engliſhe nacion, hedid nothing preuaile ne yet was wyllingly 
heard of the peo le,hereturned into his country , and 1n tho 
aſſemble of he ders,he made relacion, how that in teaching 
he could do the peopleno good to the which he was ſent , for 
as much as they were folkes that might not be reclaymed, of a 
hard capacite, and fierce nature, Then the elders{as they lay) 
began in counlaleto treate at loge what were beſt to de done, 
being no leſle defyrous that the people ſhould attayne the lal- 
uation whiche they ſought for , then (ory , that the preacher 
whom they ſent , was not receiued , When Aidan (forhe alſo 
was preſent at the confaile)replyed againſt the prieſt of whom 
1 ipake,{aying. Me thinketh brocher, that you haue ben more 
rigorous,then reaſon would with that vnlerned audience, and 
that you haue not according to the Apoſtles inſtruftion, firſt 
geuen them milke of milde doqtine , vntell being by licle and 
| liclenountſhed and weaned with the worde of God, they were 
able to ynderſtand che more perfect miſteries , and fulfill che 
X . greater 
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preater commmaundementes of God , This being ſaied,al that 
were at the aſſemble , looking vpon Aidan debated diligently 
his ſaying,and concluded that he aboue thereſt was worthy of 
that charge and biſhopnicke, and that he ſhoulde be ſent to in- 
' Ntructthole vnlerned paynims. For he was tried to be chiefely 
garniſhed with che grace of diſcretion , the mother of all ver- 
rues. Thus making him biſhop they lent him forthe to preach, 
Who when he had taken his time, euen as before he was kno- 
wen to be endued withe diſcretion, fo did he afterward ſhewe 
him ſelfe to be beautified with all other vertues. 


Of kinge Oſwaldes wonderfull religion and paſvsing piete. 
The.6. Chap. 

Inge Oſwald and that parte of the Engliſhe nation of 
whome he- was the Soueraine gouuernour , beinge 

from thence fo rthe inſtructed by this nghe Reue- 

rend prelars doctrine, did not only learne to hope Br the hea» 
uenly kingdome vnknowen to his graundfathers, bur alſo c6- 
quered ( more then any of his auricetours did)earthly kingdo- 
mes by thepower ofthe ſame one almighty God , who made 
heauen ad, earth . Brefely all the nations and prouinces of 
Britanny , which ſpake foure ders languages, thatis to faie, 
the Britons, the Redſhankes,the Scottes , the Engliſh , became 
ſubie&t vnto him. And yet being aduaunced to fo royall mas 
teſty,he was euer notwithſtanding ( which 1s maruailous to be 
reported) lowly to all , gracious to the poore , and bountifull 
to all pilgrimes and ſtraungers. The reporr 1s that at a certain 
time, when on the holy day of Eaſter the kinge and the fore- 
faied biſhop wereſitt downe to diner, and a filuer diſh replent- 
ſhed with princely deintees was ſertt on the table before them, 
being now ready to ſaie grace, ſodenly entered 1n his ſeruaunt, 
to x Iu was committed the charge to receiue the needy,and - 
tolde the king, that a very great numbre of poore people floc- 
kinge fromall places did itt un. the Courte, looking For _ 
CZ 
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almes from the kinge. Who by and by gaue commaundement 

that the delicates whiche were ett before his owne perſon, 

ſhould be beſtowed on the poore , and the diſhe of filuer bro- 
ken,and by peecemeale parted amonge them. Atthe fight whe- 

reof the biſhop who late by the kinge, being delited withe ſuch 

a worke of mercy,toke him by the right hand and faied:I prate 

God this hande be neuer conſumed . Which thinge came euen 

ſo to palle,as 1n his _— hedehred . For where as after that 

he being flaine 1n batrail, his handes with his arme were cut of 

from the re{idew of his body , ſo it 1s that his handes to this 
timecontinue yneorrupted:and arereſerued in a filuer ſhrine in 

S. Peters church,wher with worthy honour, they are worſhip- - 
rv ofall men1n the kinges cyte , whiche hathe his name of a That Ci- 

dy 


ſometime Quene,called Bebba. By this kinges trauall the 6,4 wu 


prouinces of the Deirans,and the Bernicians,which did fo de- ®ibrongh 
adly hate one the other,were reconciled and 1oyned together, 

in one allegeaunceand aminie,keas they were one people. 

This kinge Oſwald was kinge Edwines nephew by his ſiſter 

Achas fide. And it was mete,that ſo noble apredeceſfour ſhuld 

haueſo worthy an heyre as wel of hus religton,as of his realme, 

and that of his owne kinred. 


How thecuntry of weſt Saxons receiued the worde of God by 
Berinus preaching,and Agilbertus and Eleutherius his ſucceſſour. 
The-7, Chapter. 64 


He weſt Saxons(who of old time were called Geniſfe) Thewent 
| receiued the faith of Chnſt inthe raign of C ;ynigilſus, <ounrre 


| . : ofEnglid 
Berinus the biſhop preaching to them the worde:who a mio 


came into Bntamie by Pope Hononus appointment , promi- _—_ 


ing in his preſencethat he wold ſowe the Teedes of the holy bury of 
faith in the hart of the yttermoſt coaſtes of England, whether {5 
no teacher had of any time gone before him. In conſideration the and 


| F .  VVelles 
| Wherofar, the commaundement of the fame Pope Afterins .ng of 


the biſhop of Geane did conlecrat him biſhop, Bur ar his arn- Hiplher, 
DE OE Ta + X 2 uall 


THE HISTORIE OF THEY 
uall into Britaty,and firſt entering into Gewſſe, finding that al 
the inhabirants there were very 5/64 , he thoughtit more . 
expedicnt,to preach the word of God among them, rather then 
in trauailing further toſerche for ſuch as he thuld preach vnto, 
And thus at his preaching of the goſpel in the forſaid prouin- 
ce,when the king him ſelte being newly taught the Gich was. 
Chriſtened with his nation, it happened at that ryme,that Of 
wald the moſtholy and very victorious king of Northumber- 
The firſt Jand was preſent. Who coming then to take his daughter to 
_— wife, toke him firſt out of the holy font for his god{on , not 
the 5 without the meruailous and ſwete prowſio of almighty God. 
Pre. Afeerthis ſolemnitie both the kinges gaue the ſame buhop 
Eu the citie of Dorcinca for his biſhoprike , where after that 
eerin Bar he had builded and dedicated churches , and by his paines 
kelhere, brought much people to our Lord , he went to God, and 
vv, Was buried 1ntheſame citie,, Many yeares after when Hed- 
ger, de was biſhop he was tranſlated from thens to thecites of Venta 
and laid in the churche of the bleſſed Apoſtles $ . Peter 
and Paule, Afterthe death of chis kinge his ſonne Semwalch 
dpeale {ucceded him in his kingdome : who refuſed to receiue the 
fauh pu- Faith and lacramentes of the kingdome of heauen, and ſhortly 
wihcd. afterloſt thegreate rule of his wordly kingdome alſo.For ta- 
king an other wife,and caſting of the {1ſter of Penda kinge of 
the Marſhes his true wedded wif,he was by Penda afſauted with 
batraile,depoſed from his kingdome , and conſtrained to fiye 
to the king of the caſt Engliſh men, who. was called Anna, 
with whom liuing in baniſhment by the ſpace of three ye- 
res helearned the faith. For this kinge with whom he lyuedin 
baniſhment,was a vertuous man and bleſſed of God with plen- 
tifull and holy iſſue , as we ſhall declare hereafter. But when 
Senwalch was reſtored to his kingdome, there came our of Ire- 
lande into his prouince a certaine prel ate named Agilberix, a 
frenche man borne,yet bawng wo long abode in Iieland be- 


caule 
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cauſe he read there the {criptures. This biſhop of his owne ac- 
corde came to ſerue the prince and to preach him the word of 
life.Such was his lerningand induſtry , that the king entreated 
bim to remaine with him, enduing him with a biſhopnik in his 
dominions which at the princes requeſt he accepted, and ruled 
the ſame people many yeres with prieſtly Ju FL . Atthe 
lenght the king,who could only (peake the Saxon tonge, being 
wery of that foren language that Apilbertus.vied , did prively 
bring into the prouince an other biſhop of his owne language, 
named Y/ini,the which alſo was made biſhop in fraunce. And 
diuiding the Row into two.dioceſes,gaue him a biſhops lee 
in the catic © 
Aegilbertus being highly diſpleaſed, becauſe the king did this 
without his counſayle,returned againe into fraunce , and after 
that he was aduanced to the biſhoprike- of the cite of Parns, 
there he dicd an 01d man, and very aged.But not many yeres af 
ter his departure out of Britany Wim alſo was by the ſame king 
depoſed from his biſhoprike, fro whece hedeparted to the king. 
of the Marſhes called Vulfhere,and of him he bought with mo- 
ny the {ce of thecite of Lands and.cotinued there biſhopto the 
end of his if, Wherby the prouince of the weſt Saxos lacked no 
{mall time.a biſhop. At which time the forſaid king of the weſt 
Saxons being very often diſquieted in his mind for the great 
loſſe and ſpoile which in his kingdome he ſuſteined by his ene- 
mies,called at laſt ro his minde how he had wickedly expelled 
him out of hisrealme,by whom he had recciued the faith of 
Chriſt, vnderſtanding withall thatby want and lacke of a bil- 
ſhop he wanted alſo the helpe and grace of almighty God. 
Therfore he {ent embaſſadours into fraunce to Agilbert belee- 
ching him that he wold returne and reſume againe his biſhop- 
nke,offering with all to make ſatiffaction for that which was 
paſt.But Agilbert excuſing him ſelfe, alleaged that he could in 
90. wile repaite thither, becauſc he was bound to abyde ar his. 


Venta,which the Saxons cal V:intancefter.Whertor VVins 
cheſter, 
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biſhopnike , whiche he had in his owne countrey and dioceſſe: 
Neuertheleſle to thed he mought ſomwhat helpe him who did 
moſt earneſtly delyre him, he,jent thither in his ſtede a certaine 
prieſt Elewtherins by name his own nephew,who ſhould be ma- 

de a biſhop for him,if it were his pleſure ,aftirming that he dee= 

med him to be well worthy of his biſhoprike. This Eleutherius | 
was honourably receiued of the people and the kinge , who 
entreated allo Theodore then Archebiſhop of  Caunterbury 
that Eleutherius ſnould be conlecrated their biſhop . In whiche 
fun&ion he lined and laboured many yeares , beinge the 
only biſhoppe of that prouince , appointed ſo by a Synodall 
decree. h 


How Earconbert king of kent gaue commanndementto deftroye 
ydolls, and of his daughter Ecartongath, and alſo of his kynſe wo- 


man Edelburg virgins dedicated to God, 
The.s$. Chap, 
Range: || king of kent palsing out of this hife left the gouernance of 
the realme to his {onne Earconbert . Earconbert did prof- 
perouſly raigne xx11y. yercs and certaine moneths . This was 
14ols £:& the firſt king of England, who of his princely authoritie coms-. \- 
- wedge maunded that the1dols , which were 1 all his whole realme 
England. ſhould be forſaken and deſtroyed:and moreouer that the faſt 
of fourty dayes , ſhould be kept. And that this his authorine 
mought not lightly be contemned of any man , he appointed 
mete and conuenient puniſhments for the Pk ee" 68 the- 
reof. Eartongath this princes daughter, as a worthy childe . 
of ſuch a father was a virgin of greate vertu . She ſerued god 
in a Monaſteric all dayes of her life that was builded in the 
countree of Fraunce by an honourable Abbeſle,called Fara in 
a place named Brige. - Forin thoſe dayes, when many mona- 
ſeries were not yer buildedin England many were wont for 
the louc of rcl1g10us life to go to the religious houſes of Fra- 
uUNCE 
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unce;ſending alſo their daughters to the ſameto be bronghe _ 
vp, and manied into heauenly bridegrome : eſpecial 


Virgins 
y ro the in ; 5 


monaſterie of Brige,and in Cale,and alſo A ndilegum . Among naſteriere 


whom was Sedrido daughterto the wife of Anna king of the 
eaſt Engliſh (of which king Anna we haue made mention be- 
fore )and Edelburg,the layd kinges naturall daughter , who be- 
ng ſtraungers —_ alzans , were yet both made abbeſles of the 
ſame monaſterie in Brrge by cealon of their worthy vertues. 
This kinges elder daughter Sexhurg wife to Earconbert king 
of kent had a daughter named Eartongath and of her we will 
now treate. The inhabitans of that place are wont euen at this 
day to tell of many vertuous dedes and miraculous fignes, 
wrought by this holy virgin . ' We only will be contented to 
ſpeke lomewhat ſhortly of her departure out of this worlde, 
and paſlage to a better lyfe. The time and houre of her calling 
to God being at hand, ſhe began to viſit inthe monaſterie the 
celles of the | Inbigrcnuber of \uch her ſ1ſters,as either for age, 
or for yertuous'conuerſation were moſt notable . Vnto who- 
ſe prayers lowly commending her ſelfe , hgnified vnto them. 
the houre of her death approching , according as ſhe had lear- 
ned by reuelation. The reuelation (as ſhe reported) was ſuch. 
She (ard, ſhe had ſeen a company of men apparelled in white 
enter into the ſame monaſterye , of whom alking what they 
{ought for,or what they would there, it was an{wered her that 
they were ſent thither , to thend they might take with them» 
that golden coyne,which came fronf kent to that place. And 
on the ſame night, in the laſt part thereof, that is to ſaye when 
the ſonne began to-riſe, ſhe patling ouer the darkeneſſe of this 
relent world,went vp to $7 light thatis aboue. Many of the 
bcochran of the ſame monaſterie which were in other houles, 


reported that they heard enen at the ſame moment , the melo- 


die of angels finging together,and the noyle as though it were +. 


of a very greats multitude coming into the monaſtery:where- 
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ve -— uppon they by and by going foorth to knowe what manera 
of S. Anto rp "parts Fo 7 354 ; Ap an exceading greate light, ſent 
et 26. downe from heauen which ledd and condudted that holy ſou- 
pany of Je delivered out of the pryſon of the fleſhto the cuerlaſting 10- 
ether the 

ſoule of Yes of the heauenly countrye . Beſide all this they reported of 
Amos ate other miracles,which were ſhewed by the hand of god that ye- 
remite ca- I Nightin the ſelfe ſame monaſtery . But we palling to other 
ried P i*. miracles doe lcue theſe to the religious perſons of this monal- 


theAngels tery toreport « Thehonorable body of Chriſtes +, ry and 


ee ſpouſe, was buried in the church of S.Steuen , that firſt lefſed 
melody. martyr. And it was thought _ three dayes after the buri- 


94 bb.s, all , that the ſtone wherwith the graue was coucred,, ſhould 


ea. be layed aſyde, and reered vp higher in the ſameplace. At 
Seer the doing whereof fo plealaunta ſmell , and fo fwete aſa- 
_ the uour came from the bottom of the earth , that to all the bre- 


Antonyin thern and ſiſters that ſtode by,there ſemed as though there vwe- 
eof 


whe life of re ſtorehoulſes, and cellars of balme naturall opened . Yeafur- 


Eremite, thermore Edelburg aunte by the mothers fide to this Earton- 
gath(of whom we haue treated ) euerrſhe alſo in great chaſti- 
tic of body preſerued the glory that god loueth , which reſteth 
in perpetuall virginitie: and how vertuous a. virgin ſhe was , it 
was better knowen after her death. For when ſhe was Abbeſle, 
ſhe beganin her monaſtery to build a chutrch in the honour of 
all the Apoſtles wherein ſhe willed her body to be buried . But 
the worke being wel nerc half done ſhe died, and was buned in 
that very place of the church, (though yet not finiſhed ) where 
ſhedeſyred . Aﬀter whoſe death the Brethren more inten- 
ding vpon other thinges, the whole building of this churche 
cealed forſencn yeres __ being expired, they determi- 
ned vtterly to leaue of the buylding of 1t Ge the exceſſive la- 
bour and charges therof,yet they appointed to tranſlate mto 
the church, (which was builded vp and dedicated ) the benes 
of the Abbeſſe that were taken owt ofthat place , for which 


pur- 
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ſe openin C they unde her body fo vncor-. 
Fonda is Gt the corruption Crunchy i 
ſence:and ſo when they had waſſhed 1t ons againe , and cladde 
it in other attire,they tranſlated it into the church of S. Steuen 
the martyr. The day of whole byrthe was there cuſtomably 
kept ſolemne1n great glory the ſeuenthe daye of Luly. 


How that many miraclesin doing of cures were wrought in the 
p lace where king Ofwald was flaine. 


The.g. Chapter. þ = 
Swald the moſte Chriſtian kinge of Northumberlande 
reigned nine yeres,that yere alſo being reckened, whi- 
che both by the deadly crucltee of the king of Britaine 
andalſo rhronghethe wicked Apoſtaſy of the two kinges of 
England is to be accurled and not. to be hadin memory. 
For (as wehaue declared before ) it was agreed vpon by one 
accorde of all writers,that the name and memory of thole that 
 forſoke Chriſt his pt cg be vtterly raſed owt of therolle 
of Chniſhan kinges,ne: yere of their rai ſtred. 
At the fullend *+ theſe 4s rp £2: Ofwald hs the 
field inacruell battaill by the ſame paynim people and pay- 
nim king of the Marſhes,by whom alſo his predeceſſour Edw- 
yne was killed , in'a place whiche in the Engliſh tong 1s called 
Maſerfelth,n the ks and thurtith yere of tus age, on the firſt 
day of the moneth of Auguſt . How great the fayth of this 
king was1n God, of how and feruent dehotion), it well 
appeared after his death by ſundry 'miracles , for to this daye 
cures of the deſcaled both men and beaſtes are daily wrow he 
in that place , where he was {layne of the miſcreantes and cr 
then, hghtng for his countrey, Hereof many caricd ayaie the 
very duſt, where his body fell downe on the carth, whiche ca- 
ſting into water,they cured therby many infirmites. This was 
of ſo many and (o ofte prattiſed , that by carying the earth a- 
wayc,a hole was lefteſo deepe , that aman mought ſtand 

Oey right 
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opcraillo- right init. And no maruayle at all , that ficke perſons are hea- 

1:4 led an the place, where he dyed, who allwaics , duryng his lyfe 

Their beſtowed moſt of his ttmein almes geuing,in comforting the 

workes needy and hdpyng the poore. And yerely many and ſundry 

them, - Miracles are reported to be done by the duſt of theplace where 

#P*4.14 he dyed. But we ſhall be contented to reherſe only two which 

we have heard of our auncitours and elders, Not long after 

| the death of this prince it fortuned a man on horſebacke to 

op ae 1ourney that waie, where the prince was {layne,whole horſe e- | 
ce where uen abowt that very place , began fodenly to become tyred, to 

G28* . ſtand ſtyll,to hang downe his hed,to fomeat the mouth, and 

was flaine at the length after great and exceſswe payne to fal down right: 

the man hghred of,and laying ſome ſtrawe vnder his bibs 

ryed by to fee whether the horſe would mend or els dye ow- 

right, The poore beaſt being of long tyme troubled withe | 

greauous paine , toumbling and turning it ſelfe nowe on the 

one fide , nowe on the other, walowed at the length to: that 
lame place,where this kinge of worthy memorie was ſlayne. 

Incontinent thepaine cealing , the horſe leaft the inordinat 

Motions of his body , turning it ſelfe as if it had ben wery on 

the other {ide,and foerth withas perfitly whole on bothe {ides 

aroſe vp and began to graſe:at the {ight wherof the owner of 

. the horle,asa man of a quick witt,vnderſtoode that ſome ſtra- 

unge and {ingular holinefſe, was in that place where his horle. 

was vpon the {6den fo healed. Putting therfore a marke 1n the 

wE £ leapt on horſeback, and rode tothe ynne, whither he 

purpoſed to trauaile. Here he found a damlell neece to the 

good man of the houſe of a long time delealed with a greuous 

palley , whereof hearing his ofte and the whole houte holde 

much complayning, he began to tell them of the place where 

his horſe was healed. What nede many wordes ? "They let her 

on acarte , and brought her to that place , laying her downe 

therca, Wher hauing relted and ſlept for a\mall tyme , wa- 


king 
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king ſhe found her ſelfe whole and rx wy cured of that pal-- 
ſey. Shecalled for water, ſhe waſhed her face, ſhe dreſſed v 


her heare, ſhe couered her head with alinnen clothe, and wi 


them,who broughther on carte,ſhe retourned on foote. 


How the duſt of that place preuailed againſt tyre, 
The.1o, Chap. 


Aa that tyme a certayne other trauailer came out of Bri- 


taine, as the brute 1s making his 10urney ner tothatſame 


lace, wherin the forlaid battaile was fought. Vewing the 
place he eſpicd one plat more greene and pleaſanter to theeye 
then was «4a relidue of the field . Wherot he geſled the cauſe 
ſhonld be that in that place ſome one man holyer then the reſt 
of the armie had ben ſlayne , Thertore he toke awaie withe 
him ſome of the duſt of that earth , knitting it vpin alynnen 
cloth,and demyng with him ſelue, as in dede it came after to 
paſle,that che ſame duſt might be medicinable for ficke per. 
lons. This man ryding og his 10urney came that cuening to 
a certaine village, where taking ypp his inne , and finding the 
neighbours of the paniſh at feaſt with the oſte, being required 
ſatedown alſo wich the at the banket hanging vpon on of the 
oſtes of the wal,the linnen cloth with the uf , which he had 
brought. The feaſt and chereencreling, cuppes walking apaſe, 
the geſtes with mirth fo far forgotr the ſelues , that a great fier 
inthe middes of the houle being made , the ſparkles flying vp 
al oft,and cuery man intending to murth,the roufe of the hou 
le being made but with ſlender twigges and thatched ,was ſo- 
denly fett all on a light fyre . Wherat the geltes being diſama- 
ied rane al out of dores,not able to ſaue the poore houſe being 
nowall on fyer and ready to conſume. 'To come to the purpo, 
le,che whole houſe being conſumed with this fyre,that poſt a 
lone wheron the duſt hanged,( incloſed in acltoth)comtinued, 
late from: the fyre,and therwith not hurt atal. Arthe ſight of 
this maracle al maruailed much and with diligent enquire and 
examination founde out that thus duſt came from that place 
TP EE, Y wherg 
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where king Oſwaldes bloud was ſhed . After that the miracles 


were manifeſtly knowen and bruted abrode, much people be- 


gan to reſort therto:where after much haunting , many obtei- 
ned helth and cures of delcaſes both for them ſelues, and for 


others. 


How that alightſent downefr6 heauen ſtoodeal a whole night vpon 
wing Olwalds reliques:and how that they which were oollelled with 
euill ſpirites, were healed by the ſame relies, 

The.11. Chapter. 


F all other miracles I ſuppoſeit muſt in no wile belefr 
ynwnitten, how heauenly a miracle was ſhewed when 
king Oſwalds bones were found out, and tranſlated to 
the church wherin they are nowrelerued. This was done by the 
induſtry of the queene of the Marſhes, Offride by name, who 
was his brother Oſwinesdaughter which Oſwin after Oſwalds 
raigne came to the croune,as we ſhall declare in the proceſſe 
that foloweth. Theris a famons monaſtery in the prouince 
Lindiſii named Beardanan,which the ſame quene and her huſ- 
band Adilrede did greatly loue,honour,and reverence , wherin 
ſhe deſyred tolay vp her vncles honorable bones , When the 
chariot was come,wherin the ſame bones were brought toward 
the euening, the men that were in the monaſtery , would not 
gladly recetue theſe bones , into the forſaid monaſtery:becaulſe 
altho. gh they had knowen that he was a bleſſed man, not- 
withſtanding foraſmuchas he was a forrain borne, and toke 
ypon him tobe their king, they hated him alfo after his death, 
hike as they did of long time by his ena itcame to pal- 
ſe,that,that ſame night therelikes that were brought chicher, 
did remaine ſtill without: yet was there a great pawlion- ſtrer- 
ched out ouer the chariot wherin the relikes were: but the ſhe- 
wing of heauenly miracle did manifeſtly declare , with how 
reuerence thoſe bones ought to be receiued of all faith 
people, For all that night long a pillour of light , mornny 
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from that chariot vnto he auen,ſtoode ſo , thatit was plainly 
ſeen in al places almoſt of the:ſame prouince of Lindiſe.Wher- | 
fore when the morning was come, the brethern of that mona- 
ftery,who on the day before had denied began now to delyre 
earneſtly, that the ſameholyzrelikes , might belaied 'p in their 
houſe. Theſe bones were after encloſed ina ſhrine, which they 
had prouided for that purpoſe. The ſhrine alſo was placed in 
the church with honourconuenient: And to thend that the 
holy mans princely perlonage might alwaie be remembred, 
they ereted ouer his tube his ſtanderd , made of gold and pur- 
ple: Alſo whereas the very water wherin they waſhed his bo- 
nes,they poored our into a corner of the veſtrey,from that day 
forward 1t came to paſle,that theearth irſelfe , which receiued 
that holy waſhing, had alfo eſpeciall grace to dnue awate diuels 
from the bodies \ 6s werepoſlcſled. Furthermorein proceſle 
of time, when the forlaide Quene abodein the ſame monaſte- 
ry there came to ſalute her a certaine honorable Abbeſſe,which 
hueth vnrill this day: her name 1s Edilhild fiſter to the bleſſed 
man Edelwinand Aldewin, the firſt of the which was a biſhop 
in the prouince Lindiſfe,the ſecond was the Abbot of amona- 
was which 1s called Peartane not far from the place where 
that Abbeſſe had her monaſtery. This abbeſfe comoning with 
the Quene, after they begi to-fal in talke of Oſwalde,;among o- 
ther matters ſhe ſaied, that ſhe alf > had ſeene,, on the very ob 
night a hght vpon hs relikes. whiche in heightreached vp to 
heauen, Wherunto the Quene added that many ficke folckes 
were now healed with the very duſt of the paurment , on the 
which the water of his waſſhing was poured out: Then the Ab- 
befle delyred to haue ſome deale, of the duſt geuen her , and as 
{one as ſhereceiued it,ſhe knit it vp in a cloth, laiedit ypinaht- 
le caſket, and retcurned , Not longe after , when ſhe was 

in her owne monaſtery , a certaine ſtraunger came thither, 
who inthe night was wonts diuers times ſodenly to be trou« 
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bled with a foule ſpruce , and that moſt greuoully . This geſts 
_ when he had ben liberally entertayned, after {upper went to 
bedd,and ſodenly being poſſeſſed with the diuell, began tocrye 
out,to gnaſh with his teeth,tofome at the mouth, and to caſt 
fourth his body violently,flingingſome partes one waye , and 
ſome an other, And when no man was able either to hold or 
to binde him , a ſeruantranne , and knocking at the gatetol- 
de the abbeſſe. Who forth with going forth with one of the 
nunnes,to the place where the brethern laye,ſhe called forth a 
pieſt,requiring him to go with her to the pacient. Wher when 
attheir coming they ſawe many -men preſent, labouring to ke» 
pe downethe partty vexed,and ro ſtay his inordinat motions 
and yet preuatling nothing , the prieſt adiured hym , and 
did what he could for the appealing of the rage , that this pi= 
reous creature was in : but the prieſt himſelte for ought he 
could docauailed the nothing . Atlaſt when itlemed 
Gregory ther remained no health, or hope of amendement in the mad- | 


b. o Nil” de body,the Abbeſſe by and by,remembring the aforeſaid duſt 
eo $.Baſill commaunded forthwith a maide who fſerued her, togo and 
reporteth bring her a littlocoffer , wherein the duſt was reſerued:who 


of miraclcs 
wrought going as ſhe was commaunded , asſone as ſhe entred into the 


of x court of the houle,(in the inward part wherof the mi that was 
vpon Mar poſſeſſed with the cuill (prit, was tormented) bringing theſai- 
i”.  deduſt,the perſon poleiſed ſodenly helde his peace ,and layed 
In vis downe his head,as though he were fallen a (leape: ſetting eue- 
Trcwrs, Ty part ofhis body as though he wolde reſt. Al they who ſtode 
about the patient, were whuſt,aud being attentive kept ſylen- 
ce,carefully looking wi-at end the matter would have. And 
behold , after a quarter of an houre , or there abour , the man 
that was before Hfawered , arole ypall quiet , and with fet- 
chinga greate figth taid , euen now, I fele my ſelfe whole,and 
now | come to my witte againe. They which ſtode by de- 


maunding how this had happened , he an{wered ; Inconti- 


nent 
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nent as ſone asthis virgin , with the little coffer whiche ſhe 
brought was come nigh to the court of this houſe.all the wic- . 
ked Fries that troubled me departed and appeared no mo- 
re . Then did the Abbeſſe geue him a licle piece of that 
duſt . The prieſt prayed ouer him,and departed .. He paſſed 
thus , the reſt of that night in moſt quiet reſt : neitherdid he 


ſuffer all the night after any trouble or vexation ae all. 
How alitle childe tting hard by Oſwaldes tombe, was healed of 


an ague. 


The 12. Chap. 
Hortly after this time there was a certaine little boye in - ms 
Qs ſame monaſtery, who had a great while ben fore fic- hop of 


ke ofa feuer. Who on a day looking heauely for the cour- _ _ 
ſe of his feuer,one of the brethern , coming to him , layd:wilt time re- 

thou my ſon,that I ſhall teache the, how thou maiſt be deline- wot 
red of the griefe of this ſickeneſſe ? Rylſe goe into the church, races of. 
and when thou comeſt to Oſwalds ſepulture;ſir downe there, | a youg 


and ding quietly cleaue vnto the tumbe, beware thou goe fick perſss 


at the tii- 


not from thence, nor ſtirre onr of the place, vntill the firt of be of. 
feuer-ſhall be paſt ; then wall Y come and bri the foorth - Ty _ 
from thens . The childe did as the religious Ya counlat- like wri- 
led him. And when he was fitting hard by the holy mans tum- _ —_ 
be,the ſicknes did in no wile tek 


third daye, noyetan 


afterward . That this was ſo done,the religious wks ca» £ec8 = 


me from thence reported to me,and faith furthermore, thae at Protaſius. 
the tyme of his talke with me, that younge man , on whom 1,7: 
when he was but a child this miracle of health was done , was {85 cr 
yet alyue in the ſame monaſtery. And it is not tobe wondered 7411.2. 
at,that the prayers of that king now reigning with God maye Danes arg 
doe muche with him; Who hauing ſomerime the governance | «pt 
of a tewporall realme, accuſtomed him ſelfe to continuall and *Ples. 
earnelt prayer for the eucrlaſting kingdome , Finally men re- 


por ry 


Kinge O(- 


wald a 


ate praicr, Night mattins, vnrill it were day,and by the 
Holy men 
worke mj- 


races by alwaies,wherſocuer he did fitt,to hauc his handes vpright Tp 


inccrce(- 


ſion, 


O rare ex- 
ample of a 


THE HISTORY OF THE T5. 
port,that he had oftentimes continued in prayer from mid- 

| 297/06 of his com- 
mon cuſtome of praying,or geuing god thankes,he was wont 


pon his knees. Yea it is is faidalfo , thathe ended his life , as 
was laying his deuotions. For whiles he was compaſled a- 


bout with che artillary,and afſayled of his ennemics , and awe 


Chriſtea that he ſhould be (laine immeduatly, he made his prayer to god 


Prince, 


An 


uerbe, 


Bibrough 


to ſaue thoſe ſouldiers foules, which were in his armye. Of the 
which occaſion came vp this prouerbe: God haue mercy on 
their ſoules,quoth Ofweald,when he died him ſelfe. His bones were 
conueyghed and buried in the monaſtery,whereof we ſpeake. 
And whereas the king who killed him commaunded that his 
head and his handes with his armes cut of from the body ,ſhuld 
be hanged vp on poles, a yeare after,Oſwine , his ſucceſſour 
in the kingd om came with his armie, and toke them away,bu- 
rying his head in the churcheyarde of holy Tland churche , 
m aying vpp his handes with his armes in the cytee of 
Be F 


How a certaine man in Ireland being at the pointe of death, was 
by his zelikes reſtored to life. 
| The.1z. Chap. 


' He renowne of this famous man hath paſſed not only 
oucrall the borders of Britaine,but alſo ſpreading the 
beames of holeſome light farre beyonde the Occean 
ſea, came to the coaſtes of Germany and Ireland hkewiſe, 

- The night reuerent biſhop Acca was wonte to tell , that in his 
iourncy to Rome,as he palled ale, a6 rug and abode ſo- 
metime there in the hauſe of Y/ilkbrorde, that holy biſhop of 


Friſelande with his prelate Y Vilfride he heard him oftentymes 


a cur were done that prouince by the meanes of the 
religious relikes of this moſt vertuous king, Ar what tyme 


alſo he being but yet a prieſt ledde a pilgnmes life in Ireland 


for 
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fot the loue he had to the cuerlaſting countrey,he reported that 
the bruite of this kings holines was then farr abrode ſowen in 
that yle alſo . One miracle, whiche he reherled among other, 
we haue thought good to write 1n this owr preſent hiſtorye. 
In atyme of mortalytie({ayd this man) which by a greate de- 
ath deſtroyed Britayne,and Ireland, a certayne icholer whole 
auncetours were {cortes,was ſtroken with the ſame peſtilence, 
a man {kilfull certeſſe in the ſtudye of learning , but one that 
yied no diligence, and tooke no labour at all for the attayning 
of his owrfe everlaſting ſaluation. Who when he ſaw him ſelte 
to beat deaths doore,trembled and was troubled in ſprite , for 
death ſo nye approching , fearing, ( as his lewde life delerued) 
to be throwen down 1nto the doungeon of hell.And therwith 
he cryed to me being lodged not far of, and fetching depe and 
{orowfull ſighes ,1n a trembling and lamentable yoyce , made 
thus his mone vnto me. Yow lce,(quoth he) that now by the 
increale of my bodely greete , I draw to the poynt of deathe. - 
And I know ſurely that by and by after the deathe of this my 
body , I ſhall be taken awaie to the euerlaſting death of the 


ſoule,and that I muſt endure tne torments of hell:tor that tra- Alefſon 


uayling in the reading of holy writt , and occupied alwaies in 
diuine ſtudy,I became yetrather a {laue of finne, then a keper 
of gods holy commaundements . But, if God of his mercifull 
goodnes,will graunt me any leylure to liue,I urpole ro amed 
my finfull manners, and difpoſe from hence foorth my whole 
life,to the wall and pleaſure of almightye God , Yet I knowe 
that [ haue not deſerued either to haue or to hope for ſo much 
truce and relpyte to hue : except peraduenture by the help of 
{uch,as haue faithfully ſerued God, he will of his tender mercy 
youchſafte,to ftorgeue me {o wretchedand miſerable a {ynner. 

For we haue heard it commonly reported, that there hath ben 
in your nacion a king of wondertall holineſle called Ofwalde; * 
the excellencie of whole faith and yertue, yea after his deathe, 
< Was 


for vngod 
ly Rtuders 


The 
goodnes 
of God 
and our 
fairhe 
workecrth 
miracles 
by holy 
relikes, 


An, 644 


"u_—y 
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was well knowen by working of many miracles.I beſech you 
therfore, if yow haue any of hisrelikes lefr with yowe in your 
keping, bring it to me,becaule it may {o be,that God will haue 
mercy vpon me through his merits .. To whome I made this 
anſ{were:forſooth I haue of the tree , whereupon his head was 
ſicked ,after that he was ſlayne of the paynims , andif thou 
wilt beleuc aſſuredly ,the mercifull goodnes of God by the me- 
rite of ſo worthye a perſon,may both graunt the longer tyme 
to leade this life, and allo make the a meete man, to enter into 
the life cucrlaſting . Who anſwering me incontinent , that he 
did perfcatly beleueſo, I called for water, and bleſsing it, I caſt 
in achyppe of the forſayde oken tree ,geuing of the water, the 
ſicke man ro drinke . Foorthwith he an to amend, and 
recouering his health, lyued along tyme atcer,and being tour- 
ned tro God,inal hart and deede,did openly declare to all men, 


wher cuer he came, the graciouſnefle of our mercifull maker, 
and the glory of his Fairkfal ſeruaunt. 


How that Thamar when Pauline was deade ſuccedcd him in the - 


biſhoprike of Rocheſter, and of the meruaylous humilitic of Oſuuius 
whom Oſwin killed cruelly, | 


| The 14. Chapter. | | 
His bleſſed kinge being exalted tothe kingdome of hea- 
 uen his brother Oſwin a young man, about thirty yeres 
old toke on him 1n his ſteede the gouernaunce of the e- 
arthly kingdome, atid ruled the realme withe greatedi{quiet= 
neſlc and trouble,the ſpace of eight and rwenty yeres. For fuſk 
the paynim,and mighty king Penda had warre againſt him, 
Then the paynim people of the Marſhes, which {lewe has bro» 
ther made him battaile . Alſo his owne ſonne Alctride did ly- 
kewild rcbell and reſiſt him. Laſt of all Adilwalde his nephew, 
ſonne to Olwald withſtoode him . In the ſecond yere of this 
Ofſins raigne, that is to witt in the .644- yere after the incar- 
nation of owr Lord,the night reuerent father Pauline,ſomtime 
baſhope of yorke ; bur rhen goucrning the diocele of Racy 


—_— - - 
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ſter,wentto God the twentieth day of Oober , He was by- 
ſhop 9. yeres and two monthes , and one and twentie dayes: 
Ny on buried in the chappell of the bleſſed Apoſtle S. An- 
drewe; which king Edilbert butlded vp euen from the foun- 
dation in the ſame cytee of Rocheſter. Inwhoſe place the ar- 
chebiſhop Honorius aduanced Thamar,a kentiſh man, a man 
comparable to any of his aunceſtonrs bothein vertue of life, 
andexcellencie of learning. Oſwin at the beginnyng of his 
reigne, had a | mani of his eſtate royall named Oluutus,who, 
delcended of kinge Edwines bloud, that isto fay,the ſonne of 
Olſrike,of whom we haue made mention before,a maruaylous 


deuoure and godly man , who ſeuen yerestogether ruled the 


rouince of the* Derrans,in moſt plety of things,and with the »Yorke 
vt of al his ſubies.But Oſwin who gouerned the other part —_— 


of Northumberland, toward the north,to witt the prouince of 


the Bernicians,cold not long liue peaſibly with him:bur rather Ourniſqne 
forging and encreaſmg whe of debate murdered him at legth porefts 


moſt cruelly. For vpon theſe variaunces an armie beyng on 


bothe partes aſſembled, Oſuuius ſeyng hym lelf to weake , to erit. Luce» 
10ygne battayle withe Olwin , thought it more expedient ,to ** 6 


breake of-warr at that time,and refrayne vnnll better occafion 
ſerued. Therfore he diſcharged the army , which he had gathe- 
red together comaundingeuery man to returne home againe. 
The field where they metys called //ufares dorwne ,and ſtan- 
dethalmoſt ten myle , from the village of Cataraton toward 
the weſt. Oſuutus conueighed him fſelfe out of the waye, 
. with only one that was his moſt faithfull ſouldiour named 
ConJher to one Hunwald an Earle, whom he toke for his Ye- 
ry frend. Burt alas he was much deceaued:forbeing by the ſame 
Earle betrayed withe his forlatd ſouldiour ynto Oſwin by 
by his lieutenant Edelwin he ſlew him moſt cruclly and trai- 
terouſly, This was done the xx.of Auguſt, inthe ninthe yere 
of his reigne,in a place whiche he called 7ngerhl'ng, wher , _ 
- io L 2 c 


a —_—— ca — 
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arte the ſfatiffaftion of this heynous ate , there was after- 
the dead. warde a monaſtery buylded , in the which daily prayers 
ſhould be offered vp to God, for the redemption of botke the 
kinges ſoules,as well the murderer , as the partye murthered. 
The com King Oſuuius was of countenance beautifull , of ſtature 
mendatio , . | | | m— 
of kinge high,nn talke courtyous and gentle: in all pointes cull and a- 
Oſuuius, q13able:no lefic honourable and bounttfull ro the noble, then 
' freeandliberall to perſons of lJowe degree. Wherby 1t happe- 
ned,that for his outward perlonage , inward hart, and prince- 
ly port he had the loue of all men . Eipecially the nobilitie of 
all countres frequented his court, and coueted to be receiued 
in his ſcruice, Amongeother his rare yertues,and princely 
lices, his humilitie and paſſing lowlyneſle excelled. howto 
wil becontented to recite one moſt worthy example. He had 
geuen to biſhop Aidan a very faire and proper gelding: which 
Biſhop that vertuous biſhop,(though he vicd moſt to traual on foo- 
Mead. te)might vic to paſle ouer waters and ditches , or when any 
Martin* other necel{ite conſtrained.lt fortuned ſhortly after , a certain 
v2 $3" poore weake man met the biſhop , riding on his gelding , and 


bis loke craued an almes of him . The bilhop as he was a paſting pite- 
abr wo? Full man,and a very father to needy perſons, lighted of and ga- 
reman, ue the poore man the gelding gorgeoully trapped as he was. 
The king hearing after hereof , talked of it with the biſhop , as 

they were cntring the palace to diner and faied . What meaned 

you my Lord to geue awaie tothe begger that faire gelding, 

which we gaue you for your owne vie? Haue we no other 

EY horles of lefſe price, and other kinde of rewardes to beſtowe 
*bleſay- VPOn the poore , but that you muſt geaue awaie that princely 
iog,but horſe, which we gaue you for your owne ryding? To whom 
like eo the biſhop anſwered, Why talketh your grace thus?* Is that 
dy4 moo- broode of the mare derer in your fight,then that ſonne of God * 
thenzrs the poore man?Which being ſaid they entred for todyne. The 
be falo- biſhop toks lus place appointed, But the knge coming then 
wed, | FIR 


” me —_— 
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from hunting,would ſtand a while by the fyre to warme him, 


Where ſtanding and muſing with humſelte ypon the wordes, A rare 


which the biſhop had {poken ynto hum , { | enly put of his 


: 4 
{worde geuing it to his ſeruant,and came 1n greate haſt to the |, 


biſhop, falling downe at hus feete,and beleching him not to be —_— 


' diſpleaſed with him for the wordes he had ſpoken-ynto him, 
ſaying he would neuer more ſpeake of it,nor meaſure any mo- 
re hereafter what or how much he ſhould beſtow of his goods 
ypon the ſonnes of God,the poore. At which ſight the biſhop 
being much'aſtonned,arole fodenly andlifted vp the king tel- 
ling ch thathe ſhould.quickely be plealed,yf it would pleaſe 
him to fitt downe,and caſt awaie al heauyneſle. Afterward the 
kinge being at the biſhops requeſt mery , the biſhop contrary 
wile began to be heauy and ſory.in ſuch forte , that the teares 
trickled downe by his chekes. Of whom when his chapleyne 
in his mother tonge,which the king and his court ynderſtoo- 
de not,had demanded why hewept:I know {aid he, that the 
king ſhall notlyue long;For neuer before this time haue Iſcen 
an humble king. Wherby I percenie,that he ſhall ſpedely be ta- 
ken out of this life, for this people is not worthy to haue ſuch 
a prince and gouernour. Shortly after the bilhops dredful abo- 
dement was fullfilled with the kinges cruel death,as we hang 
before declared. Biſhop Aidan ham ſelf allo! was taken awaie 
out of this world and receiucd of God the cuerlaſting rewar- 
des of his labqurs cuen on the twelfthe day after the kinge, 
whom he ſo much loued, was(laine, that 1s to wit, the 30.daye 


of Auguſt. 


How that biſhop Aidan both tolde the ſhippemen gf a ſtorme that 
was tocome.and allo gaue them holy oyle wherewith they did ceaſe 
it. 


The.t5. Chapter, 
O W worthy a man this buſhop Aidan was , God the 
His and lecret wudge of mens hartes,by ſundry mira- 
cles (the proper workes of his maiclty ) declared to ho 

& 3 


church, 


Lo. 4 ps who were then taking their1ourney, The biſhop bleſling them 
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the world. Thre of the which it ſhall be ſufficient preſently to 
recite, for remembraunces ſake. A certaine pneſt called Vera a 
man of great grauityeand truth, and one that for his qualites 


was much reuerenced and eſtemed of men of honour,at what 
time he was ſent 1nto kent to fetch Eanflede kinge Edwines 
daughter, who after the death of her father had ben ſent thi- 
ther,to be maried to king Oſwi , appointing ſo his 1ourney, 
that he minded to trauail thither by land,butto retourne with 
the yoag lady by water,he wet to biſhop Aidaybeſeching him 


to make his humble prayers to god to proſper him and his, 


and committing them to the goodnes of god , gane them al ſo 
hallowed oyle,laying: I know that when you ſhall haue ſhip- 
ping,a tempeſt and a-contrary winde ſhall riſe ypon you ſode- 
inly, But remember that you caſt into the ſea, this oyle that I 
geue you, andanon the winde being laied , comfortable fayer 
weather ſhall enſue on the ſea,whach ſhall ſend you home aga=- 
ine with as pleaſaunt apaſſage as you haue wiſhed , All thele 
thinges were fulfilled in order, as the biſhop propheſted. Truly 
at the beginning of the tempeſt, when the wanes and ſurges of 
the {ea did chictely rage , the ſhipmen affayed to caſt ancar,but 
all in vaine. For the tempeſt encreaſed , the whaues multt- 
plied1o faſte , and waterſo filled the ſhippe, that nothing but 
Pome death was looked for. In this ditreſle the prieſt at the 
ength remembring the biſhop wordes, roke the oyle pot, and 
did caſt of the oyleinto the ſea, which being done ( according 
as the verruous biſhop had forſaide) the ſea calmed, the bright 
ſonne appeared, the fi p paſſed on with a moſt prolperous vi- 
__— the man of God by the ſprit of prophecy, forſhewed 
e tempeſt to come,and by the ſame holy Spirit , though bo- 
dely ablent appaiſed theſame. No common reporter of vn- 
certain rumours, bit a very credible mana prieſt of our church 
Cynimund by name ſhewed me the procelle of this ——_ 
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fied that he had hearde it of that ſame Yue the prieſt in who- 


me the miracle was wrought, 
How the ſame man by prayer ceaſed the tyre that ennemies had put 


to the kinges catee, 
{A uns fer reponet of emary ſock wen 
= ſte likely to haue perfect knowledge of it . At what ti- 
me Penda capitain of the Marſhes , in uaded the prounce of 
Northumberland( this Aidan being biſhop ) and waſting and 
ſpoyling the whole countre, euen vnto Bebba the cire of the Bibrough 
kinges owne abode, being not able neither by bartaile neither 
by tiege to winne it, minded to ſert it a fire, and had for that 
purpole,caried thither 1n cerraine chaines and gables(cutof by 
mayne force in the ſuburbes of the cyte) a great quantitye of 
beames , rafters , poſtes and ſmall twigges, wherewith he had 
compaſled that part of the cyte that adioyneth to the land,ina 
great heigth , and the winde now ſeruing at will , the fire was 
kindled and the cite began to conſume , this reuerent prelate 
A1tdan,b:ing then in holy Ilond,abourt two myles from the ci- 
te, whether oftentimes he vied to.departe to kepe his ſecret tra- | 
de of deuotions and ſolirary contemplacions (as euen to this THIN 
day the place is well knowen ) beholding the flakes of fire,and Philos 
reat ſmoke ouer the cyte , lifting vp his eyes and handes to yn 
cauen , with teares(as it 15 reported) cryed out, and fayed; Be- army of _ 
hold O Lorde how great milcheif Penda worketh 2 Which yn Anas 
wordes of that bleſſed man being pronounced , the windes ITY 
being turned from the cyte,turned fcks the light fyre againe, io __ P 
yppon them who had kindled it. Info mock chat ſome be- chaps ws 
ng hurte,all made afraied , they were fayne to leaue the al 1y Biflh 
fault of the cyre which they ſawe to be holpen by the hande of 9" ® 
God. | In vite [4 


obi Nifh 
How the poſt of the church, whereunto that holy biſhop _— frar%g ” 
pag- 


The. 1z. Chap. 


N other miracle worthy temembraunce , wrought by 
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departed thislife,could not be burned, when all the reſt of the church 
burned:and of his inward life. 


The.16, Chap. 


His vertuous biſhop Aidanus at what tyme he ſhoulde 
depart this worlde , hauing laboured 1n the olhice of a 


biſhop xv1 . yeres , remained in a village of the kinges 


| Bibrough not far from the cyte of Bebba:for hauing there a church and 


a chamber, he vied oftentimes to ſtay and abyde there raking 
from thence his yourney rounde about the countre to preache 
the word of God,as he did in al other tounes {ubiect to the kin- 
ge,not reſting longe in any place as hauing no poſſeſtzons of 
" his owne, but his pv only and a ſmall plotte,of grounde 
ly:ng there aboute.Being therfore ficke,they pitched him a pa- 
ulion,faſtening it hard to the church wall , on the weſt (yde 
thereof. In this pawlion leaning to a polt 10yned to the out 
fide of the church to fortefy it , he gaue vp the ghoſt in the 
xV1,yere of his bilhopricke, the laſt day of Auguſt . His body 
was from thence caryed to holy Iland,andin the church yarde 
of the monaſtery buried. But thortlyattera greater church the- 
re being erected,and dedicated in the honour of the molt bleſ- 
ſed prince of the Apoſtles S. Peter, his bones were tranſpoſed 
thither,and layed at the right ſide of the aultar, with much ho+ 
nour asthat vertuous biſhop deſerued . Finqnus a holy man di- 
reed thuther, from the llond and monaſtery of Hy in Scots 
land ſucceded Aidan,and was biſhop along eyme. It fortuned 
not long after that Pends king of the Marſhes or Vplandiſh 
engliſh men,inuading the coaſtes of Northumberland with a 
mighty armie,deſtroying with fire and {worde all that he met- 
te,burned alſo that village and the church wherein thatholy 
man Aidandied.But behold al the reſt of the church burming, 
that only poſte whereunto this holy man leaned at the mo-+ 
ment of his departure,could by go force of fyre be conſumed. _ 
The nuracle being knowen ang { >:cal abrode , the church 
was 
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was builded ine,in the me place, and the poſt alſo 
to fortefy ho ues before. Which ir done hackas af- 
ter by the ouerſight of theinhabitants,the villageand churche 
 alſo,chaunced to be ſett all on fyre, that poſte yet eſcaping the 
flame and fyre as before . And wheras the fyre paſſed through 

the holes of the poſt , whereby it was faſtened to the CES 4 
wall,yet the church burning the poſte could not be hurt. Whe- 

- reuponathird churche being builded,that poſte was no more 
ſett withowrt,to bolſter vpp the wall as before, but for remem- 
braunce of the miracle it was had into the church,and layed as 

a threſhold for people to knele ypon , and make their deuoute 
prayers to almighty God. And 1t1is well knowen that fichen 

that tymediuers haue in that place ben cured of deſcaſes,and 

with water, wherein O_o cut from that poſte haue ben dip- 
ped,many haue recouered health . This much hauc 1 written 

of this holy man and of his workes not yet commending in 


according to the conte of the Iewes,but deteſting that in hym 
vtterly,asalſo I haue euidently declared in my booke De tem- 
poribus. Butas it behoueth a true hiſtoriographer, I haue re- 
orted of hum and of his doings,ſuche thinges as werecomen- 
dable, and might | yowes the readers . As that he was a man of 
greatecharity and quyet,of great contynency and humilitie, a 
conquerer of wrathe and couuetoutnes and one that was far 
from all pride and vaine glory. AgaineI commend in him 
his greatinduſtry both in kEping and in teaching the comma- 
undements of God, his diligent reading,continuall watching, 
his prieſtly gramtyein rebuking the proude and haughty, and 
mild demeanour in comforting the weake , andrefrething the 
n2dy.And ro be thort, l commend him as one that laboured all 
dayes of his life[as of his moſt nere acquaintance [ ynderſtid) 
to obſerue and fulfill all chat was writen and commaundedin 
holy {criptures the Prophets and Apoſtles, Thele thinges in 
i AA that 


God whi 
cheby the 
lhadowe 
of Peter 
healed 
the ficke 
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him his wronge and eull accuſtomed obſeruation of Eaſter _ 


THE HISTORY OF THE 
that holy prelate I do much embrace and commend, as things 
yndoubredly pleaſing almighty God . But that -he oblerued 
not Eaſter in bis due time, either as ignorant therof,or witting 
it well, yet being lead with the authoritye of his countre , not 
acknowleadging it, this I neither commend nor allowe. Yet 
in this very point this I allowe in him , thatin his manner of 
obſeruing Eaſter he beleued, reuerenced, and preached no o- 
ther thing,then we doe, that is the redemption of mankynde 
by the paſsion , reſurretion and aſcenſion of Chrift Teſus the 
mediatour betwene God and man. And therfore he oblerued 
his Eaſter not{(as many falſely do ſuppole)altogether with the 
Tewes,that 15 the fourtenth day of che moone, what {o euer day 
+ 1t fell ypon, but he kept it euer ypon a ſonday reakoning from 
t the fourtenthday ofthe moone to the twentith: and we for 

the faith yndoubtedly which he had in our lordes reſurretis, 

beleuing it to be in the firſt fery after the ſabooth day in hope 

of our re{urretion to come,which the holy churche beleueth 

ſhall happen vpon the ſame firſt fery , that 1s —- a Sonday, 


euen as owr lorde aroſe vpon a ſonday , as the ſcripture teſti 
an, 20 fieth. : 


Ot the life and death of the vertuous kinge Sigebert. 


The.1$. Chap. 


Bout this tyme, after Carpwalde Redwaldes ſuccel- 
ſor , Sigibert his brothera vertuous and deuonte man 

PA ind ouer the Eaſt engliſh nati6. This prince while 
Suffolck he liued in Fraunce flying the emmyrte of kinge Redwald,was 
ary a there baptiſed , Wherevpon after his returne coming to the 
ſher, Crowne , anddelyring to folow that godly order and trade 
which he had ſene practiſed in ſte nad. vp aſcholeto bring 

vp children by the helpe and ayde of Byſhopp Felix whom he 

toke owt of kent for that purpole , appoynting them maſters 

and teachers after the maner of the kentiſh men. This kings 


was ſo flamed with the loug of heauen,that leaung at ww 
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allaffaires of his realme to the gouuernement of his coſen 
Egrick, who alſo before had part of his dominion with him, 


heentred to a monaſtery whiche he had made for him ſelfe, xing $i- 
gibcrt bz- 
cometh & 
monke 


where being ſhoren in, hebeſtowed his tyme to theatchieuin 

of the eternall kingdome of heauen . Wherein hauing wit 

much deuotion warfared a longe time to God, the vplandiſhe 
engliſh men withetheir olde Capitain Pendainuaded his do- 
minions. His people afterlong refiſtaunce finding them ſel- 
ues to weake , beleched Sigibert for the encouraging of their 
ſouldiars,to come forth in to the field with the . Which when 
of his owne accorde he woulde not agree vnto, they plucked 
him by force owt of the monaſtery , and brought him againſt 
his wil vnto the field, hoping thatthe ſouldyars in the preſence 
of their olde valiaunt Capitain,would leſſe think vpon flight, 
and running away . Notwithſtanding the vertuous man re- 
membringhis profelsion , being ſettin the middeſt of the ar- 
my,caryed only alitlerodde in his hande. Thus of the cruel 
hethen he was killed, withe kinge Egrick, and the whole army 
diſcomfited . Anna lonne to Guido of the kinges bloude ſuc- 
ceded in the kingdome, a man of great vertu,and the father of 
a bleſſed iſſue, as we ſhall hereafter in his placedeclare. This 
kinge alſo was afterward {layne of the ſelfe ſame Penda Ca- 
pitain of the Marſhes or yplandiſh enhliſhmen then heathen 


and ynchriſtned. 


How Furſeus builded a monaſtery amonge the Eaſtengliſh men, 
and of his viſions and holyneſle which alſo piafeſh remaining after 
his death yncorrupted dothe witneſle, | 

The-19, Chapter. 


England, a holy man called Furſeus came thither out of ]- 
reland,a man notable bothe for his ſayings and doings,of 


great yertu,and much deſiring to wander and trauail in Gods 
quarell,where ſo euer occaſion {erued . Coming therefore to 


| the caſt coaſtes of England he was reuerently receiued of the 
: Aa a laid 


T: the time that Sigibert gouuerned yet the eaſt partes of 
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ſaied kinge, where paurſuing his godly defire of preaching the 
worde of God, he bothe conuerted many infidels , and confir- 
med the faithefull 1n the faith and loue of Chriſt,by his pai- 
nefull preaching and vertuous examples. Falling herein to 
$.Paule ficknes,he had from God a viſion by the miniſtery of An« 


was com- gels,wherin he was warned to go forth cherefully in his paine 


ſo by a vi- fall preaching of the ghoſpell , and nr in his accuſta». 
—_— = med watching and praying bicauſe his ende and death was 
ſedfaſt in certain,though the houre thereof were moſt vncertain,accor- 


qa ding tothe ſaying of our Lorde. //atch ther fore bicauſe ye kno« 


the wor 


4#.2;, Twenot the daye nor the houre. With this. viſion being much con- 
M425 firmedand encouraged , he haſtened with all ipede to builde 
yp the monaſtery in the place kinge Sigibert had geuen him, 

and toinſtrut it with regular diſcipline, This monaſtery was 
pleaſaitly ſituated for the woddes and fea adioyning,being e> 
reed inthe village of Cnobherburg , and enriched afterward 

by Anna kinge of that prouince and many” other noble men, 

with ſundry faire banks and other ornaments. This Furſeus 
came ofthe nobleſt race of the Scottiſh nation, nobler yet of 
minde,then of bloud, From the very time of his childehood, he 

gaue him ſelfe to reading of holy ſcripture , and monaſtical 
diſcipline.Eſpecaally,as it bec6meth holy.and perht men,what 
locuer he lerned to be acceptable to God, he was hoful and dili 

gent to executand perfourme . Brefely, in proceſle oftime he 
uilded him ſelfe a monaſtery , wherein he might with more 

leaſure and liberty attend to cotemplation and ſpiritual deuo- 

tion, In the which monaſtery being ſtriken with hckneſle, he 

was taken out of his body,as the booke writen of his life doth 
ſufhciently teſtifie. In the which traunce continuing fram e- 
uening vntil the next morning, he was brought to the fight of 

the Angelicall company and to. the- hearing of their bleſſed 
praiſes and thankes geuings to God, Among other thinges 
which he heard them linge, he was wonte to tell of th ww 

C- 
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cle I bunt ſanfi de virtuce in vireutem . Holy men ſhall procede »@,s,. 
from vertu-to vertu. And againe . Videbitur Deus deorum in Sy- 
on. The God of Goddes ſhall be ſene in Syon. This holy man: 
being reſtored againe to his body,was within - three daies after 
taken out againe,at what time he fawe not 'only 'greater 10yes 
of the bleſſed com any of heauen, but alſo- behd&great con» 
flictes of the wid ſprits, which very buſely went about to 
ſtoppe him of his 10urney toward heauen with their often ac- 
doc, auailing yet nought againſt him , the holy Angels 
warding him and defending him. Ofall the which thinges 
wholiſterh more at large to be inſtructed, as with what ſpiretul 
futtelties the wicked {prits replied alwaies againſt him not on+ 
ly his doings and ſuperfluous wordes,butalſo his very though= 
tes as if they had them writen in booke , allo what gladd and. 
heuy tydinges he lerned of the Angels,and other holy and 1uſt 
men appearing then vnto hum, let him reade the: hile booke. 
which is writen of his life, and he ſhal receaue thereof (I doubt 
not) much ſpirituall comfort and inſtruction. Am6g the whi- 
che yet onething there is that we haue thought good and pro- 
fitable ro many ro expreſſein this our hiſtory. Ar-what time in 
his traunce he was canied vp to heauen warde,he was comma- 
nnded of the Angels who caried him ro looke downe into: the e ii. (pis 


worlde. Which when he did , he ſawe as if it were a darke ***!! fi 


and obſcure vally vnderneath him. Allo in the ayre foure ſeue- che ſhall 


rall fyres,not farre diſtane onefrom the other Aſking therefo- Jun*tbe 
re the Angells what fyres thoſe were , it was tolde-him that 
thoſe were the fyers which ſhould bume- and conſume the 
worlde. The firſt fyre they ſaied, was the fyre of lying , which 
we all incurre when we do not fulfill the promis which we 
made 1n baptim:that 1s,to renoace the diuelland all his workes 
The ſecond fyre is of couctoutnes and deſire, when we prefer- 
re the riches of the worlde before the loue of heauenly mat- 
_ ters, The thud 15 of ſtrife and debate;when we ſticke notto of 
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fende the mindes of our cuen Chriſtias,cuen in trifling and ſu- 
perfluous matters , The fourth 1s of wickednes and impiete, 
thinking it alight matter to iniury, beguile or vie violence to- 
ward ourwekers and inferiours. Thele foure fyres encreaſing 
by Lide and lide ſo farr at thelenghtextended,that ioynin 
altogether they grew to agreat and houghly lame. Whi 
approching nigh vnto him fearing hecried to the Angel, Lor- 
de,beholde thefyre draweth to me, To whom the Angell fai- 

Euery mi ed,Feare not. That which thou haſt not kindled , ſhall not 

ſhall 9”  burne the. For though this flame ſemeto the terr{ble,great,and 

cording hougy,yet it trieth cuery one according to the deferres of his 
tothe  workes, Forthe worldly delyre that eche one hath ſhall bur- 
ofhis bo- ne (and pure) in this fyre. And as a: man burneth in his 
= 'pa. body by vnlaufull pleaſure , ſo departed out of his body he 

nes of ſhall burne by due and deferued paine . Then he ſawe 0- 

"_ at ne of the thre Angels , whiche 4n bothe his viftons had 

The due! ben his guides , to go before and diuide the flames from 

with fan him. The other two warding him on eche fide from the dan- 

againt . ger of the firealſo, He ſaw againethe diuels and wicked fprits 
geS. Paul flyeng through the fire, fighting with fire againſt the Iuſte, Af 

_—_ w_ ter folow the accuſations of the wicked {prits againſt him, the 

16, defenceofthe Angels forhim;and a greater fi Fi of the hea- 
uenly company. Amonge the which many of his ownenation 
of Scotland appeared , vertuous prieſtes in their life time , and 
men of great opinion of holyneiſe , of whom he lerned diners 
thinges very profitable both for him ſelfe and for other, which 
wouldlerne of him. Who after they had ended their comuni- 
cation departing vp to heauen again with the other bleſſed 
company,thre Angelsremained with Furſeus to reduce him a- 
gaineto his body . In theirreturne,as ny approched to that 
great forelaied fyre,the Angell parted the firetrom him, as be- 
tore, yet when this man of God had entred the waic made be+ 
ewcne the flames,certain of the wicked ſprits inatching vp wm 
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of them which they tormented in the fires, threwe him at him, As God is 
and touching him, burned his ſhoulder and cheke. The man of ©dinfri 
God knew well the perſon", and remembred that at his death bende his 
he had taken of him a garment of his bequethed him . Bur the merges 
holy Angell _ away ſpedely the tormented ſoule, threw ſword,erc. 
him againe in to the fyre.Whereat the wicked (prit ſaied, repell 7/47: , - 
him not now whom ye receiued before. Foras ye tooke the writer ap- 
goods of this ſinner, fo onght ye alſo take parte of his paynes PF 525: 
and tormentes. Vnto whom the Angell ifracind Giada to- to ſpiriru« 
ke it not of couetouſnes, but forthe ſauing of his ſoule : with he 
this the fire ceaſed. And the Angel turning to the mi,faid. That o eh ; 
which thou haſt kindled hath now burned in the. Forif thou hreging 
haddeſt not taken the mony of this man dying in his ſinne,the Jythedi- 
torment of his fire had not touched the. And herein many charge of 
wordes the Angell taught him , what was to be done concer- finne. Gece 
ning their ſaluation which did repent . The man liuing longe 

time after, bore the ſ1gne of that Ken whuch he ſuffred 1n ſoule, 

vilible and euident to all men 1n his ſhoulder and cheke. And 

the fleſh maruailouſly openly ſhewed that,which the ſoule pri- 

uely ſuffred. He endeuoured euer after,as he was alſo wont be- 

fore,to preache bothe by worde and example toall men the 

trade and duty of a vertuous life. The maner of his viſions 
he communicated only toſuch , who of vertuous delire and 
holy zeledefired the ſame. 

It remaineth yet (touching this man )rhat we recite here the 
credible reporte of an auncient brother,of our monaſtery,who 
ſaieth he heard of a very truſty and vertuous man, that he had 
ſene this Fwrſeus in.the prouince of the Eaſt coſtes of England, 
and had heard of his owne mouth theſe vifions. Reporting 
moreouer,that inthe moſt ſharp froſt of depe winter,that holy 
man fitting but in a {light garment , as he recounted. theſe v1- 
f10ns,through the great feare , and pleaſure alſo conceiuedby 
the remembraunce thereof, he would ſweat as if it had ben the 


hot- 
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hotteſt daye in the middeſt of fommer. * 
To returneto our principall purpoſe, this Wii man hauing . 
hed the worde of God many yeares in Scotlande,and not 
gableto endure any longer the commonon of the people, 
Lech all thathe had,departed from his natiue countre and I- 
lond that he was bornein . From thence he came to the eaſte 
coaſt of England, preaching there the worde of God, and ere- 
Ang atlaſt (as we touched before)a noble Monaſtery. Al whi- 
che thinges duly perfourmed,intending vtterly to abandonne 
all worldly cares and troubles, he lefte alſo the buly gouuerne- 
ment of the monaſtery committing that charge of loules to 
his brother Fallanus and to Gobbanus and Dicullus prieſtes: ta» 
king vpo him the moſt (olitary life of an Anchoret. He had an 
other brother called Yiranus fo allo after longe proufe and 
triall in the monaſtery , went vnto a wilderneile and lead an 
Eremntes life, To him he went alone , liuing one whole yeare 
with him in continency,prayers,and daily Fand labour, The 
countre being after Sus dilquieted by often inuaſions of en- 
nemies,and monaſteries them ſelfes being in danger,leauing al 
thinges in good order, he {ailed in to Fraunce.Where bling lo0 
nourably receuued of the French kinge Clouis the ſecond, and 
of Erkinwald then preuoſt of Perone he builded a monaſtery 
in a place there called Latiniacum. Where not longe after fal- 
ling {icke he died, Whoſe body Earkinwald the ok taking 
thence kept it tn the porche o his church _ the a it 
ſelf was conſecrated in Perone. Which being folemnely done 
within {1x and twety daies after the body was brought thither, 
and being remoued from the porche to be layed by the high 
aultar,it was founde as whole and yncorrupted as if the har 
had but that houre departed.Foure yeares after a licle cha 
being erected at theealt{yde of the aultar wher the body _ 
more honourably beroum:d, being take vp againe tobe tran(- 


jm thicherat waz tounde in like maner without any bleaulk 
« 
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of corruption . In the which place it is well knowen that his 
merites haue much ben renowned by ſundry miracles wrought 
by the allmighty power of God . Thus much of the incorrup- 
tion of his body we haue brefely touched,thatthe reader mA 
more clerely vnderſtande , of what cxcellency and vertu this 
man was .- All which thinges,and of other his vertuous com- 
panyons in the booke writen of his life , he that readeth,ſhall 


finde more ample mencion made, 


How after the death of Honorius, Deuſdedit ucceded,and who in 
that time were biſhops of Rocheſterand in the eaſt partes of England, 
The.20. Chap. 


N this meane Felix the bilhop of the eaſt engliſhmen depar- 
| jon this worlde, hauing ben their biſhop . 17. yeares , Hono- 

rius the Archebiſhopp of Caunterbury created in his place 
Thomas one of his deacons , borne 1n the prouince of Giruy, 
after whole death liuing in that bilhoprick fyue yeares,he ſub- 
ſtiruded in his roome, Berergilſus , lurnamed Bonifacius a ken- 
tiſhman borne. Honorius ao the Archebiſhop, the mealure of 
his life expired,paſled t94 berter in the yeare of our Lord, 653, An. 653+ 
the laſt daye of October. Whom Dew/dedit a weſt Saxon borne 
ſacceded,after a yeare and a halfe, the fee being vacantall that 
tyme. For whole creation and conſecration /rhamar byſhop 
of Rocheſter came to Cannterbury, He was. conſecrated 
the.xx111.of Marche,and gouuerned that ſee.ix.yeares.11.mo- 
neths and two dayes, Afrer whole departure [thamar con- 


ſecrated 1n his place Damianus a Suſlex borne. 


Howe thc Marſhes or vplande hengliſtimen (that is the ſheres of 

Lincolne, Couentry Lichehield and warcerer ) receaued the Chriſten 

faith vnder Pendathcir kinge. Rs 
The.21. Chaprer, | 208 0. 


A T this time the Middelengliſhm@(that #5 of the (beres about ningof 


named ) recciued the Chnſten faich and the ſacramentes p< Mar- 


thereof vnder Penda their kinge {onne to Pendam that middte- 


- cruel] and vynmearcitull hethen, This being a vertuous young cit men 


BB man An, 650, 


By Bar- 
wick, 
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man worthy of the name and perſon ofa kinge , was of his fa- 
ther put in gouuernement of that countre. Who coming after 
to Oſwin kinge of Northumberland , requiring Alctled his 
daughter to wife,could in no other wile ob:aine bis ſuite, vn- 
lefle he would as that countre was, receiue the Chriſten faith, 
and be baptiſed. Hereupon the ghoſpell was preached vnto 
him . Who hearing the promis of euerlaſting life, the hope of 
relurreion and immortalite of theſoule,yelded him ſelf glad- 
ly to be Chriſtned though he ſhoulde not ſpede of his ſuite, 
T6 this he was muche perſuaded by Alcfrid king Oſwins ſon, 
who had maned his ſiſter Cymburg kinge Pendan his daugh- 
ter, Thus then he with the Erles and kinghtes that aided V- 
23 him andall their ſeruauntes were baptiſed of Finanus the 

iſhopp in a famous towne of the kinges , called Admurum. 
From whence he returned home with much 10yeand comfort, 
accompained with foure prieſtes notable bothe for terni 
and for yertue,whiche ſhoaldeinſtru and baptile his people, 
Thele prieſtes were called Cedda, Adda,Betti and Diuna, who 
Was 2 Cocefraan borne, the other thre engliſh. {dda was bro- 
ther to Yeeathat holy and vertuous prieſt that we mencioned 


41Ctpree before,and Abbot of the monaſtery called Cubeſhead. Theſe 
C4. forelaicd prieſtesentring the prouince of the muddleland with 


A tru 


the Prince preached the worde of God,and were gladly heard. 
Whereby many daily as well noble as of the baſe forte renoun- 
cing the filth of idolatry, were clenſed in the fonte of life. Nei- 
ther king Pendam father to this young prince did withſtande 
or rx. the preaching of the ghoſpell in his dominions, yt 
any would heare it. But hated in dede and perſecuted all ſuch, 


as bearing the name of Chriſtians, led not according to the 


ing of faithe they profeſſed : ſaying commonly that ſuche men were 


na Hca- 


then. 


wretched and worthely to be ſpited whiche regarded not to 
pleaſe their God in whom they belened ; Thele thinges began 
two yeares before the death of kinge Penda the ht ** 
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being after ſlayne , and Oſwina moſte Chriſten kinge ſucce- 
ding him in the crowne, D:una one of the foure forelaied pri- 
eſtes, was conſecrated of Finenxs, and created biſhop of all the 
middle or vplandiſh engliſh men . For the ſcarcery of prieſtes 
made,that ouer all that people one Biſhop was ſett. Who win- 
ning to the faith in ſhort time a great multitude of p2ople , i 
Fopping died,leaving for his ſucceſſour Ceollach a Soerilh man 
alſo borne, Who not longe after leauing the biſhoprike, retur- 
ned to his countre theTland of Hi where the chief and prin- 
cipall monaſtenes of Scotland were. To him ſucceded Trum- 
her a vertuous man and broughe vpp 1n religion , an Engliſh- 
man borne , but conſecrated byſhopp of the Scottes, in the 


raigne of kinge  //illher, as we ſhall hereafter moreart larg de» 
clare 


How the Eaft Saxons at the preaching of Cedda, receiuedagain the 
faith; which vnder kinge Sigibert they had loſte, 
The 22. Chapter. 


T this very time the eaft Sax by the meanes of kinge The con- 
Oſwin receiued againe the faith, which before expel- - _ 
ling Melitxs the firſt biſhop of Londs out of the con- 
tre,they abandonned. Their kinge then was Sigbert, ſucceding 

to Sigibert ſurnamed the ltle. This Sigbert being a nere and fa- 
miliar frende of kinge Ofwin then king ofthe Northumbrians 
came by that nas oftentimes to Northumberland . At __ ___- 
which metinges the vertuous kinge Ofwin vicd eftſoones to Thane: 
perſuade with him , that ſuch could not be Gods which were knge 
made with mens handes , that wodde or ſtone couldenot be deer | 
any quicke matter to make a liuing God , the pieces and rem- heathen | 
nants whereof either were waſted with fire, or ſerued to make bags i 
veſſels for the vie of man , or otherwile being naught worthe, 

were caſte forth,troden vnder foote , and turned into earth. 

God rather,ſaied he , muſt be vnderſtanded to be of maicſty 

| ncomprehenhible,to mens cyes ynuilible,almighty and cuer- 

| BB 2 laſting 
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laſting,who made bothe heauen and earth and all mankinde, 
gouerned them al{o,and ſhould ingde che whole worlde in e- 
quite, whoſe manſon place is euerlaſtinge. Finally that al ſuch 
as would lerne and pertourme the will of their Creatour, 
ſhould vndoubtedly receiue of him euerlaſting rewarde there- 
fore, Theſe and ſuch other godly aduertifſemres being frendly 
and brotherly from time to time made and + to king 
Sigbert by O/win , he began at lenght his other trendes agreing: 
therunto,toſauourthem and beleue them, Whereupon admic 
being taken with his company, and all bothe conſenting and 
pricking him fore ward, he was baputed of Frnanus the bil- 
ſhop 1n the cite of Admurum,nigh vnto the walle wherewith 
the Romanes parted Britanie from the Scotes, x13. miles from 
the Eaſt ſea. Kinge Sigbert, being nowe a citezen of the euer- 
laſting kingdome, returned to his earthly kingdome,requiring 
of kinge Olwin to haue with him ſome lerned men and prea- 
chers to conuert his countre to the faithe, Who ſending for 
Cedda and an other vertuous prieſt out of the midle Jand,di- 
rected them to the eaſt Saxons to preache there the faith. Whe- 
re hauing through out the countrepreached a longe time the 
worde of life , and made vp a greate harueſt to Chriſte, 
Cedda departed home againe,and came to holy Iland to ralke 
with Finanus the biſhop:who, hearing the a {ucceſle 
of the ghoſpel and the tree courle it had,calling-vnto him ewo 
other .biſhops \, he conſecrated and ordained Cedda biſhop 
of the Eaſt Saxons, Cedda being made biſhop returned to his 
previnns and began with more authorite to pertit the worke 
e had begonne ereting in diuers places churches , making 
prieſtes and Deacons, whe in preaching and baptiſing might 
aide him,eſpecially in the cities of /thanceſter and Tileburg, the 
one ſtading vp6 the Tems, the other vpo a briche thereof cal- 
led Pente. In which two places aflembling together diners 


newly Chnlſtened , he inſtructed them after the rulers of relt- 


g10Uus 
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gious perfons,as fatre as their tender capacite could theh con- 
cciue. Thus when the heauenly diſcipline and holy: deuotion 
daily increaſed to the great 1oye of the prince and the comfort 
of all the people , beholde by the inſtin& of the olde enemy 
of mankinde,this vertuous Prince by the handes of hus owne 
alliaace was murthered. The cruel executours of this hatnous 
ate were two german brothers, Who being examined ypon 
what motion they committed that dereſtable faRt,they an{we- 
red,for no other caule but for that they hated the prince for his 
ouermuch elemency and mekenes in pardoning his enenues, 
and forgeuing al offences done at the 1ntreating of the parti2s. 


Vertu hs 
; ; ' ſecure 
This lo was their grudge conceiued againſt the kinge , for of thee- 


whichthey murthered hum:truly becauſe deuoutely Pit - ARS _ 


rely he obſerued the commaundements of God, Though yet 
in this his giltleſle deach a true faulte of his was puniſhed , ac- 
cording as the holy biſhop Cedde had foretolde him . For this 
Prince hauing1n his caurte one that lived 1n yalauful wedlog- ny 
ke,and being thertore excommugicated gf the bi ſhop (not be+ mesin 
ing able by any other meanes to let that wicked coupling , or 44 
amend it)and not onely he but all other alſo that would either __ ” 
kepe him gompany or cate with him , the Prince neglected vt- as 
terly this ſentence of the biſhop, It fortuned the prince being . _ 
inuited of theexcommunicated man toa feaſt; going thather, manice, 
mette 1n the waie the biſhop, at whole fight the kinge being ©22- 
much afeared , lighted of trom his horle ( as the bithop alla 
incontinently did)falling downe before the biſhops feet , and 
alking pardon, The biſhop being offended with the kinge (for | 
the ewill example he gaue )rouching him lying on the ground 
with the rode he helde in his hande, proteſted vnto han with 
alowde voice , and with bithoply authorite, laying ; I tell $opere, 
you , bicaule you woulde not refraine from the houle ?ronoa- 
of that wicked and damnable perſon ,in that hauſe you ſhall nias to © 
die, Yet itis tobe thought that ſuch a death of ſo vertuous 9 
BB 3  awan * 
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aman,did not only wipe awaic this fault , but alſo increaſc 
his merit.Bicauſe he was {laine for vertues ſake and for obſer- 
uing Gods comaundements,as by the cofelſion of thoſe which 
ſlewhim us rp before. To this Sigbers, Suichelme ſonne to 
Sexbald fu in the kingdom, and was baptiſed of the biſ- 
ſhop Ceddainthe prouince of theeaſt engliſhmen,in atowne of 
the kinges called , Rendlesham. Edelwald kinge of the eaſt en- 
gliſh brother to Annatheir former kinge, was godfather to this 
Smuidhelme. 


How the ſame Biſſhop Cedda,obtaining a place to builde a mona- 
ſtery of kinge Oſwald, by taſting and prater did conſecrat it to God; 
and of his death. | 


The 24. Chap. 
His man of God Cedda being biſhop of the eaſt Sax- 
| ons, vied yet oftentimes to'mifit his owne countrie of 
Northumberland and preache the golpell there . Edil- 
wald lonne to kinge Oſwald who raigned in parte of Nort- 
humberland, ouer the people called Dezri , perceauing this biſ- 
ſhop to be a holy, wiſe and vertuous man,required him to take 


aation of Of B15 gift a piece of ground toward the building of a mona» 


monalte- 


ſtery,wherein he and his people might reſort to heare the wor- 
de of God,to praie,and to bury their dead. For he beleued he 
ſhould much be comforted and holpen by their good prayers 
who ſhould in that place ſerue God. This kinge had in his hou- 
ſe Celin brother to biſhop Cedds, a man of no leſſe yvertu,who 
Ro and miniſtred the ſacramentes(for he was a prieſt)to 

im and all his court.By whoſe meanes he came to the know- 
leadg of Cedda,and was induced toloue him. The holy biſhop 
at the kinges requeſt,chole out a place to ere a monaſtery in 
the highand deſert mountaines . Where before that time we- 
re rather ſtarting holes for theues or dennes for wilde beſtes, 
then mete manhon places for men. Hereby the prophecy of 


Elaie ſemed to be accompliſhed, ſaying;that in the pot ſonned cou- 


Eld.3%» ches of dragons, fete graſſe and ruſbes ſhould growe, meaning that 


the 


ma ——neecec> 
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the frutes of good workes ſhould bloſſom and ſpringe , where 
before beſtes or men beſtly liuing made their abode. This yer- 
tuous biſhop deſiring by prayer and faſting to purge asthough 
it were the place from the former filth of 1niquites-there com- 
mitted,and ſo to ſet ypon the foundation of the monaſtery, 
obtained licence of tae kinge all the Lent that then appro- 
ched to remaine in that place to faſt and praie there after his 


maner.In all which time, faſting euery daic,except the Sonda- p.niegin 
yes vntell the eucning , as the maner 1s, he receiued then but a Lent vn- 


litle bread with one cgge,and alitle milke mingled with water. —_ 


For,as he ſaied , thecuſtome of them of whom he lerned the 


. Conlecrae 


trade of monaſticall life , was that in the new ereQting of any tion of 
monaſtery or church,theplaces ſhould be firſt conſecrated:to M*\Yels- 


God with faſting and prayer.In this his faſt, ten daies yet only 
remaining of the fourty,the kinge ſent for him vpon occaſion 
of certain aftaires. But to the entent that ſo godly a purpoſe 
might not be interrupted by occaſion of the Princes buſines, 
though he brake of him felfe , yet he intreated Cinbellns his 
prieſt and naturall brother,to make an ende of that he had be- 
gonne. Which-being of him gladly and vertuouſly fulfilled, he 
erected the monaſtery now called Lefting, geuing vntoit , the 
ſame rules and order of religion as the monkes of Holy [land 
vied, where he was brought ypin. Thus gounerning both his 
biſhopricke and this monaſtery many yeares, at the length as 
he vitead the monaſtery in the time of a plage, falling ficke 
there with other died. He was firſt buried abrode, but after a 
church being there builded of ſtone in the honour of our La- 
dy he was taken vp and layedat theright fide oftheaultar., The 
biſhop at his departure left the monaſtery to be gouuerned of 
his brother Ceadda,who after alſo was made biſhop , as we ſhall 
anon declare.For toure german brothers (which 1s a rare thin- 
ge) Cedd,Cymbill, Celin, and Ceadda wer al vertuous prieſtes,and 
 twoof them biſhops, When it was knowenun Northumberland 
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_ thattheir biſhop was dead and buried , thirty brethern of the 
monaſtery which he erected amonge the eaſt Saxons, came to 
theplace where hedied . Deliring by the body of their father 
either to liue,or(if it ſo pleaſed God)to die and be buried there, 
Who being gladly receued of the brethern , in chat time of 


Interceſis mortalite,were all raken out of this life , except one litle boye, 
of Saints, yho(as it is well knowen ) was ſaued by the praters of the bil- 


ſhop. For liuing many yeares after , and ſtudying holy {criptu- 
re,he lerned at lenght that he had not ben yet baptiſed. Where- 
uppon being forthwith chnſtened,afterward was promoted to 
prieſthood,and proued a profitable membertothe church. Of 
whom wedoubt not to pronounce but that (as I ſated) he was 
by the ſpeciall intercels10n of that bleſſed biſhop(whole bodye 
of charite he came to viſit) ſaued from the von ol dearh,bo- 
the that he might thereby eſcape eternall death , and might be 
occaſion alſo of life and faluation to other by his dodrine. 


How the prouince of the Marſhes, receiued the faythe of Chriſt, 
Penda ptr konge being flaten. And howe Oſwin vowed for the 


victory again Penda twelue farmeplaces to the building ofmonaſte- 
ries. 


Tae.24. Chap. | 

N thoſe daies king Olwin after often and cruell inuafions 
1 of the heathen vamercafull Prince Penda, forced of necel(- 
hte offred him many and moſt precious iewells with an in- 
fitut ſumme of treaſure to redeme quiet and peace to his coun- 
tre,and to ceale the continuall ol and cruel ſpoyles that 
he made. Butthe heathen and barbarouscyran yelding nothing 
to his requeſr and petition, but purſuing his deadly enterpriſe 
and proteſting veterly to extingutth the whole nationfrom the 
higheſt to the loweſt, the vertuous kinge Olwald called for 
helpe of God againſt the barbarous 1mpiete of his ennemie, vo- 
wing and {aying,ftth the infidell regardeth not our prelentes, 
let vs offer the ro our Lord God who will vndoubtedly regard 
them, And withal: h: vowed,that ut he had the ypper hand of 
has 
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his enemy, his young daughter ſhould be conſecrated to God ,, 


des appertaining ſhould be conuerted to the ereqing of mona- 
ſeries, which being ſaied he prepared him ſelfto battaill with 
a very ſmall army . The army of the heathenis reported to 
haue ben'thirty tymes morein quantite, conteyning thirty 
whole legions well appointed and gouuerned withe ole tried 
and valiaunt capitaynes. Againſt all the which kinge Oſwin 
with his ſonne marched forth boldely though with a very {mal 
army (as we ſaicd)yet with a ſure confidence in Chriſt. His 0+ 
ther ſonne Ecfrid was at that tyme keptin oſtage in the pro- 
uince of the Mercians ynder Quene Cinwiſe. Edelwald ſon 
to kinge Oſwald who ought of all reaſon to haue ſtode withe 
his countre and vncle kinge Oſwin, forſoke bothe,and became 
a capitain vnder the heathen prince. Although when the field 
was begonne, he departeda fide , and getting him to a holde 
by,expeted the euent of the battaill , Thus meting and cou- 
pling together the thirty capitaines of the heathen prince were 
all put to _ and (laine,and with them almoſt all other whi- 
che from other countres came to aide them. Amonge the 
which was Edilher brother to Anna Kinge of the eaſt engliſh, 
then raigning after his brother , who. alſo had ben the chiefe 
and princpall motive of the battaill , And whereas the field 
was foughtnye to the river Tuer,it did at that tyme ſoouer- ' 
 flowealthe bankes,and fieldes abour that in the flight more of 
the enemies were drowned in the water , then ſlaine with the 
{worde. This noble viRory being by gods helpe ſo miracu- 
louſly obtained, incontinently king Oſwin rendring due than- 
kes therefore , and perfourming the 'yowe he had made , gate 
his daughter Elfled which was yetſcant one yeare olde, to be 
brought yp and conſecrated to perpetuall virginite ;and the 
twelue poſleſsions which he ucoanilha, for the erefting of mo- 
_ naſteries, where in ſtede of worldly tillage andcom tes;reli- 
bo CC gious 


in perpetuall virginite, and twelue farme places withe the lan- God. | 


ſterics. 


VVitby, 


The fo- !gious monkes by continuall deuotion might Jabour to pur- 
unceuen hiſceternall iſ 


of norng- 
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and peace for him and the countre . Of the 
which twelne farmes fix he appointed in the prouince ofthe 
Bernicians,and-frx otherin the prouince of the Deirans . Eche 
farme contained ten houſholdes,which made in 2ll fix ſcore. 
The daughter of Oſwin entred the monaſtery of Hartefilond, 
there to be brought vp vnder Hilda the Abbeſſcin religio and 
perpetuall virginite, Who two yeres after,purchaling a farme 
of ten houſholdes, builded for her ſelfe a monaſtery 1n a place 
called Stranſhalch.In the which monaſtery this kinges daugh- 
ter was firſt brought yp as a lerner,but was after her ſclfe a lady 
and teacher of monaſticall life , yntell at the age of threſcore 
yeres this vertuous virgin to the bleſſed mariage of her 
heauenly and longe deſired ſpouſe, Chriſt her Sauiour. In this 
monaſtery ſhe,her father Oſwin,her mother Eanfled, and her 
grandfather kinge Edwin and many other noble perſonages 
are buryed in the churcheof S.Peter the Apoſtle . This battaull 
kinge Olwin kept in the countre of Loide the thirtenth yeare 
of his raighn, the xv.daic of Nouember, to the great quyet and 
commodite bothe of all his dominions , and of the ad 
pu alſo . For his owne countre helet at reſt and delivered 
om the cruell inuaſtons of his deadly enemies, and his aduer- 
laries the Marſhes and midleengliſh men he brought to the fai- 
the of Chriſt,their wicked head being ones cute of, | 
The firſt biſhop ( as we faied before ) bothe of the Marſhes 
and of all the 617 AAae Wa andalſo of thoſe of holy Iland 
was Diune , whiche diedin the countre of the middleengliſh 
men . The ſecond biſhop was Cellach , who leauing at length 
his biſhoprick yet living, returned to Scotlid. Both theſe were 
Scottiſhmen , The third biſhop was Trumher an engliſhman 
borne , but inſtructed and made byſhopp of the Scottes: who 
was allo Abbat of Tngerhling monaſtery builded in the place 
where kinge Ofuuizs was ſlain, For Quene Eanfled coun 
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and alliant to Oſuaius required of kinge Oſwin (who hadkil- 
led Oſuuins) in parte of ſatiſfaon of his yniuſt murther,the 
ereting of a monaſtery for the vic of the haly man Trumher, 
who allo was of kinne to Oſuuius . -Ta thentent that in that 
monaſtery daily praicr might be had for the helth and ſaluario 
of bothe kinges, alwell the (laine, as of imthat flewe. This 
kinke Oſwin raigned thre yeares after the death of kinge Pen- 
dam, ouer the Marſhes and ouer theſouth people of England, 
ſubduing alſo the nation of the Pites for the moſt parte ta the 
allegeaunce of the engliſh men. At what time he gaue to 
Penda(ſonne to Pendam the hethen ) becauſe by manage he 
was now his coſen, the kingdome of the ſouth Marſhes con- 
tayning ( as men faie ) fyue thouſand famules , diuided by 
the.riuer Trent from the Northmarſhes whoſe lande con- 
tayneth , 7000. familes or houſholdes. But the ſame Pends 
the next{pring afrer was trayterouſly ſlayne by the treaſon 
( as they ſaic ) of his owne wife, in the very tyme of Eaſter. 
Thre yearcs after the victory of Oſwin and the death of Pex- 
dam the hethen , the Nobihitie of the Marſhes Zmrmun , Eabe, 
and Eadhbert rebelled againſt kinge Olſwin , auauncing to 
the crowne Y/ulfher lonne to Pendam a younge man , whom 
vntellthat tyme they had kept preuy: Thus expelling tho 
gouuernours {ett ouer them by kinge Ofwin who was not 
their -naturall kinge , they recouered agayne. valiauntlye 
their liberty and their Jandes , luing from that time forewarde 
free-vnder a kinge of their owne bloude , and ſeruing 10ye- 
fullyche true king of all kinges , Chriſte our Sauiour to be ar 
lenght partakners of his cuerlaſting kingdom in heauen. This 
F V ulfber raigned ouer the Marſhes xvy.yeres.His firſt biſbop, 
as we. laied before, was Trumber,the ſecond I aroman, the third 
Ceadda , the fourth-V Vinfride. All thele in continual ſucceſſion 
were biſhops of the Marſhes vader kinge Wulfher. 


How the controucrſy about the obſcruation of Eaſter was moued 
CC 32 againſt 
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againſt thoſe which came out of Scotland. 
The. 25. Chapter, 


N the meane while after the death of A idan Fini ſucceded 

| the biſhoprik of Northumberland, ſent and conſecrated 
of the Scottes, Who in holy ITland builded a church mete 

for a biſhops ſee. Yet not of ſtone, but of oken tymber and 
thatche worke,as the maner of Scottes was. This church after- 

ward the moſt reuerend father Theodore Archebiſhop of 
Caunterbury dedicated in the honour of S, Peterthe Apoſtle, 
Fadbert alſo the biſhop after of thatplace couered the churche 

bothe the ruffe and the walles with lead. About this time agre- 

at controuerlſy was moued touching the obſeruation of Ea- 

Acitre- ſer. The biſhops of Fraunce and kent affirmed , that the Scot- 
verlic ®- tes obſerued the Sonday of Eaſter contrary to the accuſtorned 
ſeruatis maner of the vniuerſall church, And amonge them one Ro- 
ef Eafter. 51an a Scott borne but yet inſtructed in the truthe in Fraun- 
ceand Itahe, and : his Au an earneſt and ſtoute defender of 

the true obſeruation of Eaſter. Who -9þ ne diſputing 

of this matter with Finanus the biſhop , induced many to the 
truthe,and enflamed other to a farder ſerche and examination 

of the queſtion, but with Finanus him ſelf he could nothinge 
preuaile,but rather exaſperated him, beinga haſty nature man, 

| and made him an open aduerlary to the cauſe. Iames that reue- 
rentdeaco of tharchbiſhop Paulen ,with al ſuch as he couerted 
to the faith,obſerued the true and catholike ime of Eater. Ea 
fled alſo the quene, king Olwins wife with al her train and co- 
pany obſerued after the ſame maner according as ſhe had ſene 
ut practiſed in ker, bringing with her one Romi out of ker a ca 
tholike prieſt, By this variaunce it happened oftctimes that in 
-one yeretwo Eſters wer kept.As the king deeaking vp his faſt 
and(oleniſing the feſte of caſter,the Quene with her copany 


cotinued yet thefaſt,and kept palme Saday .Yet this diuerſite 
men 


ef obſcruing Eaſter, as longe as Aidan lined , was of all 
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tolerated,knowing very well that though in obſcruing caſter 
he folowed the cuſtome of thoſe with whom he was brought 
vp,yet he beleued as al holy men did,and kept vnitic and loue, 
with al.Vpon which conſideration he was beloued of all men, 
cucn thoſ. which varied from him in that opinzon and was 
-reuerenced not only of the meaneand common fort, but alſo 
of Honorius the Archebiſhop of Caunterbury and of Fel:x the 
biſhop of the eaſt engliſh.But after the death of Finanxs,which 
{ucceded him, Colman being made biſhop fent alfo out of Scot- 
land, the controuerly began to increaſe , and other vaniaun-: 
ces touching externall trade of life were ſtirred vp. By occaſi- 
on wherof many begi to fear and doubt,leſt bearing the name 
of Chriſtiis,they did rime(as the Apoſtle faieth)or bed runne in 
eyaine. This controuerly reached euen to the princes the ſelues, - 
to king Ofwin and his ſonne Alefrid.For Ofwin being brought = 
vp and baptiſed of the Scortes,and ſkilful} alfo of their tounge 
thought te maner which they obſerued to be the beſt and: 
moſt agreable to truthe. Contrary wile Flck frid , the kinges 
ſonne being inſtructed of thelerned man Y/ifrid , preferred 
worthely his iudgement before al the traditions of the Scottes. 
This YVilfrid for better inſtrution and lerninges ſake had 
trauailed to Rome,and lined alſo a longe time with Dalphinus 
the Archebiſhop of Lyony in Fraunce , of whom alfo he zooke 
benet and caller . To this lerned Prince A kefrid gaue -1 monaſte- 
ry of fourty families,in a place which is called Humpum . The Tv/we 
Scottes before were in pollel{is of that monaſtery:But bicauſe no 
after the decifion of Ni controuerhe they choſe rather of /*/*pe- 
their owne accorde to departe and yelde vp the place ,then to 25h 
chaunge ther accuſtomed maner of obſeruing the Eaſter,it 
was geuen by the prince to him , who bothe for lerning and 
vertu was worthy thereof. About this ime Agilbere biſhop of 
the weſt ſax6s, a frede of Prince Alefrid and YVYilfrid the Ab- 
bot cameto the prouince of Northumberland,and ſtated there 
CC 3 with 
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with them for a ſpace. Whoin the meane while at the requeſt 
of Alc frid made Y Vifridea prieſt. He hadin his company al- 
o at that time one Agarho a prieſt . At their preſence therfore 

the queſtion being renewed , and much talked - of, they 
agreed on bothe ſides , that in the monaſterie of Srranſhalch 
where that deuout and vertuous woman Hilda was Abbeſle, 
a Synod ſhould be kept for the decidyng of this queſtion, and 
other then in controuerly , To this Synod came bothe the 
kinges ar krer the father and Alcfrid the ſonne . With king 0/- 
pin ſtode biſhop Colman with his clergy of Scotland, Hilda 
alſo the Abbeſle with her company , among whom was Cedda 
thatreueret biſhop lately he Ha. of the Scottes(as we ha- 
ue touched before)who in that aſſemble was a moſt diligent 
interpreter on both fides. For the other opinzon which kinge 
Alcfrid folowed, Agilbert the bſhop ſtode , with Agatho and 
V Vilfrid prieſtes. Jacobus and allo Romanus two _ lerned 
men ſtode of that ſide. Firſt then kinge O/win, (premiſing that 
it bchoucd thoſe which ſerued one God,to kepe one order and 
rule1n ſeruing the ſame,nor to vary here in celebrating the he- 
auenly ſacramentes, who looked all for one kingdom in hea- 
uen,but rather that the truthe ought to be ſerched out of all, 
and folowed vniformely of euery one) commaunded. his biſ- 
Colman firſt to declare what his obleruation was, whence 
he receiuedit,and whom he folowed therein. The biſhop aun- 
(wered andiaied. The Eaſter whichil obſerue , I haue receiued 
of my forefathers , of whom I was {ent hether biſhop , who all 
being vertuous and godly men haue after the ſame maner ob- 
ſcrued it. And this obſeruation , that you mayenot thinkeit a 
light matter or caſcly to be reiected , 15 theſelfe ſame , which S. 
Ioha the Euangeliſt the diſciple whom Teſus ſpecially loued 
with all the churches vader him obſcrued . Theſe and ſuch 
like wordes when biſhop Colman had ſpoken, the kinge com- 
maunded gilbert the biſhop to ſpeake his nunde allo , ay to 
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bringe forthe the beginning and author of his maner of ob- 
ſeruing Eaſter:ynto whom A gilbere an{wered : Let Theſeche 
you, my {choler Y/ilfrid prieſt ſpeake herein for me . For we 
and all that here fitt be of one minde , and obſerue herein the 
ecclehiaſticall tradition vniformly.Befide he ſhal better exprel- 
ſe to your highnes the whole matter ſpeaking him ſelfe theen- 
gliſh tounge,then I ſhall be able vling an interpreter . Then 
VVilfrid,che kinge commaunding him, ſpake in this wiſe. The 
Eaſter which we obſerue, we haue {ene in like maner to'haue 
ben obſerued at Rome, where the bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and 
Paulelincd,and preached, ſuffred,and are buried . Thismaner 
we haue {ene to bo obſerued in all Italy and Fraunce , palsing 
through thoſe countres partly for ſtudy,partly on pilgrimage. 
This maner we knowe to be obſerued in Afrike, in fie, 1n 
Aegyptan Grece,and through out all nations and tounges , of 


Vniverſa - 


all the worlde where the church of Chriſt taketh place, after Ccriberk, 


the ſelf fame order and time, belide only theſe fewe and other 
of like obſtinacy , the PiFes I meane and the Bricons , with 
whom theſe men from the two fardermoſt Hondes of the Ocei 
ſca,and yet notall that neither, do fondly contend agairiſt the 
whole worlde.Here Colmanus the biſhop interrupted and faied. 
I maruail much you terme our doing a fond contention whe- 
rein we folow the example of ſo worthy an Apoſtle,who only 
leaned ypon our Lordes breſt , and whoſe life and behauiour 
all the worlde accompteth to haue ben moſt wiſe and diſcrete. 
Vnto whom Wilfrid anſwered and faied. God forbid we lhuld 
charge S.lohn with fondnefle or lacke of wit.For he in his ab-- 
ſcruation kept yet the decrees of Moyles lawe literally , accor- 
ding as the whole church folowed yet in many thinges the Tu- 
iſh maner:for why ? The Apoſtles were not able vpon the ſo- 
den to blotte out all cuſtomes and rites of the lawe inſtituted 
of God him ſelfe , as all that come to the faith muſt of nece- 
ſite abandonne Idols inuented of the dinell , And this forſo- 


church ax 
the firſte. 
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all Tuiſa the they were forced to beare a time withall , leſt the Iewes 
Sic whichliued amonge the gentils might be offended. For in the 
After, 16. like conſideration alſo S.Paul did circumcide Timothe, o 
's_ bloudfacrificesin the temple, ſhaued his head at Corinth with 

Aquila and 4 any : truly to no other intent , but that the Te- 
wes might not be offended . Vpon this conſideration Iames 
ſaied ynto Paule. You ſee brother, how many thouſandes of the Te- 
Wes haue receined the faith,and all theſe are yet zelous folowers of the 
Lewe.Notwithſtanding the light of the gholpell now ſhining 
through out the worlde , it is not nowe neceſlary , no itis not 
 lawfullnow forany Chniten man to be circumcided , or to 

#x0:12, Offer vp bloudy ſacrifices of beſtes.S.lohn therefore accordin 
' tothecuſtome of the lawe, in the fourtenth daic of the firlt 
moneth at the cuening began to celebrat the feſte of Eaſter,not 
regarding whether it fell out the Sabaoth date or any other fe- 

tees, 20, Ty Of the weke, But S.Peter preaching the goſpell at Rome, re- 
membring that our Lorde aroſe the firſt daye after the Sab- 
baoth,geuing thereby to vs certain and aſſured hope of our re- 
ſurre&ion , he vnderſtode the obſeruation of Eaſter in ſuch 
{orte,that according to the cuſtome and commaundements of 

the lawe he looked for ( cuen as S. Iohn did) the rifing of the 

Moone at euening,in the fourtenth day of his aage, in the firſt 
moneth.And at the riſing thereof at cuening, if the marow af- 

ter were Sonday (which then was called , the firſt wy after the 
Sabboth)he began in that-very cucning to oblerue the feſte of 

This ma- Eaſter, as all we do cuen to thus daye , beginning on E after ene. 
ner is ob- But if Sonday were nqt the next morow after the fourtenth 
we maifor day of the chaunge of the Moone, but the ſixtenth, ſeucnteth, 

| my 4 al or any other daye of the Moone vnrell the one and twenrith, 
dome, He taryed for the Sonday,and the Saterday before yppon the 
eucning he began the maſt holy folemnire of Ealter. Thus 

it camero paſſe that Eaſter ſonday was kept only either the 


fiftenth day of the chaunge ofthe Moone in the firlt moneth, 


or 
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or the one and twentith, or in ſome daye betwene( as the ſon- 


day fell)andno dayedlles. Prog bill 
obſcruation of the ghoſpell and of 


Neither dothe this new 
the Apoſtles breake the olde lawe,but rather fulfill, Forin 
the lawe it is commaunded thatthe paſſcouer ſhoulde be ſo- 
lemnzſed from the evening of the xiiy.dayeof the chaunge of ,,q_,. 
the moone of the firſt moneth vntel the xj; daye of theiame 
moone . Whiche obſeruation all the ſucceſſours of $.\Tebnin 
A fra after his death,andthe whole yniuerſall charch through 
| outthe whole worlde hath embraced and folowed ; Againeit 
was by the Nene councell not newly decreed, but confirmed e«ffner 


pale 


aken from the xiiy . daie of the chaunge vnto the xx/ 

oftentimes you beginne your Eaſter in the xii. daicof the 
change at euening,which neither the olde lawe oblſerued, nei- 
ther Chriſt in cating his paſſeouer, and inſtituting that moſte Þ - 
holy Sacrament in'remembraunce of his paſsion vied , but on 
the x11j. daie. Againe the xxj , daye of the moonewhich the 


lawe expreflely commaunded,you do vtterlyexchudefronii the 
celebraring of -_ Eaſter.'Thus asT {aid in the obſeruation of _ 
that moſt exceller feſtuite, you neither agree with $. Zohn,nei- 
ther withS.Perer,neither with the law, neither with the golpeh, 
DD Tg 
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To theſe Bilhopp Colmes replied, and faied,, How thigks ye? 
Did A natholizs that holy man and ſo much commended in 
the cecleſiaſticall hiſtory before of you alleaged, thinke or te- 
ache contrary to the laweand the ghoſpell,wruing that Eaſter 
ought-to be obſerued from the x11 . daie of the moone ynto 
the xx15 it to be thoughe that, qur moſte Reuerend Father 
Columbaand his AG Lan binL np godly men , who af- 
ter the ſane maner kept-their Eaſter, eitherbeleyed orliued 
contrafy to holy'Scripture ? /, eſpecially rheir holyneſſe bein 

ſuch,that God hath confirmed it with miracles? Truly as 


' doubt not bur they were holy men,ſo L wil nor feare to folow 


Vide Enſcs 
bium lib.7 


cap. 23, 
Hiſt. eccle, 


d 
, 


> "PIT. 7 


allwaits cheirl;fg;,manters,and trade of diſcipline... :In good {0- 
che,quioth / /illfrid , It is well knowen that «Anatholrus, was a 
right holy man, very well lerned. and worthy of muchpraiſe, 
But whats that to. you , who. yary allo from his decrees and 
dacvrine?/For Anatboliwsin his Eaſter(according to the truth) 
accompted the yluall compaſſe of xix,yeres,whiche you cither 
viterlarezgnorant of,or if ye know it, yet though ut be. thro- 
ugh all Ghriſtendom obſerued, ye fect. light:by it,. Againe 
thoaughe he obſerued the Eaſter Sonday ſometime vpon the. 
x11y.daye ot the moone,; yet he. accompted the ſame dayeat 
evening to bg the fiftench.of the chaunge, after the accompt of 
the Nagy ptians... So. ypan.the xx,da a kept the Eaſter,that 
atthe{onne {&rung,be reaconed at fr the xx3, Which tus rule 
and diſtiftion , that ye be ignorant of , it is manufeſt by this, 
that ſame time ye kepeyour Eaſtercleane before the full of the. 
moone;ehenthe xiiy.daycof tha chaunge . As touching your 
father Columbs.and. thole. whiche folowed him , whole holy 
ſteppes yepretend to falow, as the which baueben confirmed 
by fauracles,to this I may anſwer that in the daye of 1udgment 


-Whereas many ſhall ſait.ynto Chriſt, that they hae pr ophecyed, caft 


enrdinells,and Wrought miracles in. bis name,our Lord wil anſwer, 
that be knorweth them nas , But God. forbidd that. 1 Ros ſo 
L {1 # | | 11dge. 
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indge of your fathers: For itis 6urduty of ſath as we knows 
uotto deme thebeſt ', Therefore Tdeme not busthey were 
men 'of God, and acceptable in his ſight, asthe whiche lotied 
God chough in rude ffmplicite, yet withe a godly intention. 
Neither do I thinke that the maner of their obſeruation coulde 
be much preiudiciall againſt them , aslonge as they had yet re- 
ceived no inſtrudtions to the contrary. But rather I verely ſup 
oſe,ſeing ſuch c6omaundemers of God/as they kaew,they' wile 
ingly folowed,they would alſo hate conformed rheſelues to 
the Catholik iudgemer,f they had ben ſo informed. Butnowe 
Sir you,and your copanions,if hearing the decrees of the Apo- 
ſtolke {ee,or rather of the vnuuerſall church and that alſocon- 
firmed in holy write,you folow not the ſame , you offend and 
ſinne herein vndoubtedly, For though your fathers were 


hol 
me could yet thoſe few of one {o {mal corner of the ——_ 
1lond'of the earth, preiudicat the whole church of Chriſt dif- 
perſed through the .vniverlall. worlds 2 And if your fa- - 
ther Columbe (ysa and qur father, 16;ho were the true ſerua+ 
unt of. Chnlite ) were holyc and.m1 htye 12. muagles., yet 
can he by any meanes be ST to, the moſte bleſſed. 
prince of the Apoſtles, to whom our Lorde fayed.,', Thoy #16: 
arte Peter ,and 'yppon this rocke I will. builde my churche., and 
bell gates ſhall neuer preuaile againſt her : and to thee [ will gewe the 
hayes off the kingdome of beanen ., 'Thus when KBr one 4s 
ded,the ans thred vato biſhop Colman: Were thele thinges IN concluſis 
dede ſpoken to Peter of our Lorde ? To whom the biſhop an- —e, yrs 
{wered,yea. Can youthen (laieth the kinge ) geue cuidence 
of ſo {peciall authoritie geuen to! your father Columbe?.: The 
bilhop anſwering No,the kings ſpake vnto boche parties, and 
Gycd.Agree ye bothe in this; without any controvenly. ,that 
thele\wordes were principally ſpoken vato Peter, and;that 
vnto him the kayes of the kingdome of heauen, yere SOAR. 
Whea bothe had anſwered, yea: the kinge concluded _ 
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pa 0 by mop Agar eng ny INTE OF»: 
ad am able, I will cos, 
uct in all pointes to.obey his ordinaunces ,leſt perhaps when. 


ter as this 1s , but as farre as I knowe,, a 


I come to the dores ofthe kingdome of heauen , I finde none 


to open ynto me,hauing his diſpleaſure., whiche is ſo clerely 
proucd to beare the kayes thereof . Thus when the kinge had 


- 


layed , all that fate and ſtode by! of all ſortes and; degrees, 
abandonning their former vnperfteReneſle ,' confourmed 


them ſclucs to the better inſtrutions whiche they had nowe, 


lerned. 


How biſhop Colman being ouercomed,retourned home, and Tudz 


ſuccededin-the biſhopricke . Alſo what trade of life thoſe gouernours 
of the churchlead. | | 
The. 26. Chap. 


He controuerſy being thus ended', and the afſemble 
diſſolued, biſhop Agriberrreturned home . Biſhop Col- 

= manalſoſcing his doftrine and ſee 
with hinrfach as would folow him , that is 


rouued, taking 
fk as refuſed to 


a rounde ſhauen crowne(for of that matter alſo mu 

tation then was had)returned ynto Scotland minding to deli- 
berat there with his countremen what to folow herein . Biſ- 
ſhop Ceddaforlaking the Scottes embraced the catholike tra- 
dition and returned to his biſhoprick., This controuerſte was 
mouedn the yeare of our Lorde: 664.in the wy 


accept the Catholike obſeruation of Eaſter and the bearing of 
ch diſpt- 


care of kinge 
ben biſſhops 


ouer the engliſhmen.For Aiden gouuerned the churche 17.ye- 
ares, Finanws tet,and Colmen thre. After the departure of Col- 
mas in to his countre, Tuds was ſett biſhop ouer the Nort- 
humberlandmen , inſtructed and: created bilbop amonge the 
South Scottes, bearing after the manerof that countre,a roun- 
dz ſhanen crowne,and obſcruing the Eaſter after the Catholi- 


- 
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ke'maner,He was a man of great vertu , and holynefle , but he 
gouuerned the church a {mall time. For he came out of Scot- 
whales Colman was yet biſhop, teaching bothe in worde 
and with example diligently the true faith in Chriſt . In boly 
Thnd at the departure of the Scottes , Eate a renerend father 
and moſt mcke.perſon was. made, Abbat ouer the reſt of the 
monkes which remained. Who before had ben Abbat of Mail 
ros at the {wte of biſhop Colman obtaining it of kings 0/fwin 
at his departure, bicaule the ſame Eits had ben one of the xi, 
{cholers of biſhop Aidan , which at his firſt coming in to En- 
gland he brought vp. For this biſhop Colman was derely lo» 
ued of kinge Ofwin for his rare wiſedome and vertu. This Es- 
24 not longe after was made biſhop of holy Ilond . Biſhop Col- 
man athis departing toke with him certain of the bones off 
biſhop Aidan.Part alſo he lefte in the church which he'was 
bubop of, laying them vp in the veſtry thereof, 
But how ſparefull perſonnes he and his predeceſſours we- Comen- 
re , and how greatly they abſteined from. all pleaſures , cuen 522 of 
the place, where he bare rule, did witneſſes. Inthe whiche iſh con- 
attheir departure fewe houſes were. founde beſide thechurch: portray” 
thatis to. faye. , thoſe houſes only without the which ciuill rſt he 
conuer{ation.could no wiſe be maintained, They had no mo» <Srin 
ny , but cattaill . Forif they tooke anye mony of riche men; *>< Nor: 
by and by they gaue it to poore people. Neither was it nedes wwe, 
full that cither mony ſhould be a. or houles prouided 
for the receiuing and intertainement of the worſhipfull and 
welthy . Who neuer came then to church , but onely to pra- 
yeand to-heare, the worde of God. The kinge him ſelfe, 
when occaſion ſerued to reſort thither , came accompayned 
only with fyue or fix perſons, and atter praier ended , depar- 
ted., Butifby chaunceit fortuned that anye of the nobilite 
or of the worſhipfull refreſhed them ſelues in the monaſte- 
ries ,, they contented them ſelues wich the religious mens 
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ſimple fare and poore pittens , looking for no other cates a- 
bonethe ordinary and daily diett . For then thoſe lerned men; 

Vertu winand rulers of the churche ſought not to pamper the pan- 

nechau- che , but to ſaue the ſqule , not to =__ the worlde , butt 


orite,vi- TY 
*" Jeſu. t ſerne God .  Whereof it came then to paſſe that euen 


the habite of religious men was at that time had in grea- 
te reuerence , So that where anye of the clergye or religi- 
ous perſon came , he ſhoulde' be 1oyefully recemed” of all 
men ; like the ſernaunt of God. Againe if any were mettgo- 
Religiow 1g On tourney, they rannevnto him,and making lowe obeilſ- 
menin ſaunce,defyred gladly to haue their benedi&tion either by hand 


our pri- 


miziue Or by mouth. Alſo rf it pleaſed them to make any exhortation 
church 


church as they paſled by , euery man gladly and defirouſly harkened 
ced, Ynto them. Vpon the Sondayes ordinarely the people flocked 
to thecharch or to monaſteries,not for bely chere,but to hea+ 
re the worde of God. And if any prieſt came by chaunce ab- 
rode into the yillage, the inhabitaunts thereof would gather 
about him , and defire to haue ſome good leflon or col- 
lation made ynto them, For the prieſtes and other of rhe cler- 
Thebe- &y in thole daies yſed not to come abrodein to villages , but 
hauiour only to preache,to baptiſe,to viſit the ficke,or(to ſpeake all in 
5nvur One worde)for the cure of ſoules . Who alſo at that time were 
| 1g {o farre from the infection of couetoulnes and ambition , that 
they would not take tercitories and poſleſlions roward the 
building of monaſteries,and ereting of churches,bnt through 
the erneſt ſuite,and almoſt forced of noble and welthy men 
of the worlde. Which cuſtome in all pointes hath remaineda 


longe time after in the clergy of Northumberland , And thus 
much of theſe matters” © a, 


How Egberecht a holy man,en liſh borne, lead areligious ſoli 
lifein Ireland, {ER : , T7 
| The-27, Chapter. 


This 
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His yery yeare of our Lorde 664.2 greateclipſe of the 
| Son happened the third.daye of Maye , about ten: of 
the clocke. In the which yeare alſo a{odain. great. pla- 
gue,conſumung firſt the ſouth partes of Britanny , taking hol- 
de alfo in Northumberland with longe and much continuan=- - 
ce,waſted away an infinit number of men.Inthe which mor- 
talite the fore{ated biſhop Tuda, was taken out of the. worlde, 
and honourably buried 1n a monaſtery, called Pegnalech , This 
plague perced allo euen toIreland, There were at that time in 
the lland diuers young gearle men and other/of England, 
which vnder Frnanus,and Colmanys their biſhops, had depatted 
aſide thither,partly toſtudy ., partly. to liuemore-ſtraightly,. 
And ſome of thoſe forthwith bounds them (elues to the reli- 
g10us habit,ſome other wandering rather about the. celles and: 
one of ſuch as taught , folowed more their ſtudy and: ler- 
ning. All thele the Scottes entertained gladly aud chercfully, 
euing them not only their borde and their lerning free, but 
bookes alſo to lerne in. Amoge theſe,two.young gentlemen of 
England were of great towardneſſe aboue the reſt, Edelbum 
and Ecghert. Of the which two.the former was brother vitto- 
Edelbwm that bleſſed man,who in the age — hned alſo 


ſhop of Lindiſſe,and ruled the church honourably a longen- 
me. Thelcyounge geritlemen liuing in the mq tery( which. 
in theScottiſhtounge is called Rathmelfg) all their company- 
ons being other taken away by the mortalite,or otherwiſe go- 
ne abrode,remained bothe of them. behinde, lying ſickeof the. 
plage. E ger one of the two.when. he thought this time. was. 
come todie(asI lerned by the reportof a molttruſty and reue- 
rent olde ma which tolde me. hg heard he wholeſtoryat Ecg- 
berts OoOwne mouthe ) departed Very erly out of his chamber, 
where the ſicke were. wonte to. lye , and getting him to a 


CAm=- 


"41.664. 


in Ireland for ſtudies (ake,from whence with greatlerningand., . | 
knowleadg returning home to his countre, he was-madetba(- ym | 


ſecret: 
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commodious atedowne all alone , began diligently to 
thinke on his former life, and being pricked with the remem- 
braunce of his ſinncs , waſhed his face with teares , beſeching 
God from the bottom of his hart,to lende him life and time of 


. + x 7 A bewaile and recompence with amendment of 


;his former negligences and offences. He yowed alfo,neuer 
to returne home to bis countre where he wasborne, but to li- 
ue as a pilgrim all daies of his life. Againe beſide the ordinary 
ſeruice ofthe canonicall houres ( if ficknes or weakeneſſe of 
body letted him not ) to ſay cuery daye the whole pſalter to 
the honour and praiſe of almighty God. Laſt of all to faſte 0- 
nes eucry weke,one whole dayeand night. His yowes , praiers | 
andlamentingesthus being ended, he returned to 'his chiber, 
and finding Fis felow a {lepe , wentalſo to bedde , to take ſo- 
me relte , Which after he had alitledone , his felowe waking 
looked ypon him,and faied.O brother Ecgbert , whathaue ye 
done?I had hoped,we ſhould bothe haue paſſed together to li- 
fe euerlaſting,But now vnderſtand ye , ye ſhall haue your re- 
queſt.For by a viſion it was reueled ynto him, bothe whatthe 
otherspetition was, and that hehad obtained it , What nedse 
many wordes? Edilbum the night folowing departed. Ecgbers 
recouered and lining many yeres after being made prieſt Now 
ding alife worthy of that vocatio,after great amedmet of life, 
as hedelired, this worlde of late, to witt, in the yeare 
of our Lorde 729.inthexc.yere of his age , He lead his life 1n 
great perfection of humilite,mekenes,continency , innacecy 
and of righteouſnes .' Whereby he profited much bothe his 


owne countre,and the place where he liued in yoluntary bani- 
ſhmeat ,the {cottes ind 


li 


the pites,in example of liuing, in di- 
gence of teaching,in authonite of correcting zin bountiful- 
nefſe of beſtowing that which theriche gaue aboundantly 
ynto him. Beſide his yowes mencioned before, he made and 
kept other as that thour out the whole lenthe neuereate 
more then ones in the daye ; cating alſo then gothing els but 


bread 


+ 
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bread and thinne milke and that with a certain meaſure ; His 
milke was of oneday olde,whichthe day before he would cate 
it,he was wont to put and kepeit in a viole , and the nightfo- 
lowing, ſkimming away the creme, with a hitle bread to drinke 
it vp - This kind of faſte he vied to kepe xl.dayes before Chri- 
ſtmas,;and as longe after whar' >»neyde, all his life ryme. 

How after the death of biſhop | ada, V Vilfrid in Fraunce,and Ce- 


adda amonge the weſt Saxons were made biſhops of Northumber- 
land prouince. 


The.28, Chapter. 
N this meanetyme kinge Alefrid ſent YVVilfrid his prieſt 
I vntothe kinge of Fraunce,that he mightin his dominions 


be conſecrated biſhop . Who ſent him to be conſecrated of 


; Agilbers (of whom we made mencion before, ) being then bi- 


ſhop of Paris, where he was conſecrated withe great honour of 
him and many other biſhops metang for that purpoſe together 
in a Manour of the kinge called, 7u compendio.Bilhop V Vilfrid 
making ſome abodein Fraunce after his conſecration kinge 
Of win tolowing the example and diligence of his ſonne kings 
Alcfrid tent in to kenta holy man, vertuous, ſufficiently lerned 
in holy ſcripture, and a diligent perfourmer of that he had ler- 

ned,to be created biſhop o Lore This man was a'prieſt,and 

called Ceadda,brother to the moſt Reuerend biſhop Cedd; ( of 

whom we haue often' mencioned before) and Abbat of rhe 
monaſtery of Lefting . The king ſent alſo withe him an other 

of his prieſtes Eadhed by name,who after inthereign of kinge 

E <rid,vees bilhop of Rhyppon . Burt they at their arrivall to 
kent,finding the Archebilhop of Caunterbury, Deuſdedir, de- Confer 
parted, and no man yet ſupplying his rowme, ſtroke ouer to of nic. 
the welt Saxons, where Y/imt was biſhop,and of him this ver- __ 
tuous man Ceadda,was conſecrated biſhop, hauing withe him _— 
to alsiſt and accompany him at the conſecration, two other bi- 2! 2* 
ſhops of the olde Britons, who continewed yet intheir accu- cit 


ſtomed obſeruatien of Eaſter beginning from the fourtenth 
| EE day 


The duty 
of aBy- 


ſhop, 


aye ofthe 


The chur 
 Catholike and Apoſtolicall churche ) 
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, contrary to the canonicall and right or- 
— der;25wehaucoften faied before, There was not at this tytne, 


beſide this biſhop Y//enz, any one true biſhop and rightly con- 
ſecrated in all Brizanny. Ceadds then des ove pro 
conſcerated biſhop, began ſeriouſly toſett forthe the truthe of 
gods word,to keade his life in ite, humilite,and abſtinence 
ro ſtudy and much teaching .' For the which intent he viſited 
continually thecytes,townes, villages,yea and priuat houlcs in 
his dioceſe, and thatnot making his 1ourney on horſebacke, 
but going allwaies on foote, as the Apoſtles vied . All this he 
had lerned of the vertuous biſhop A:dan,and of his brother bi- 
ſhop Cedd;,whole vertuous examples he endeuoured him ſelfe 
allwaies to folowe,and to teache the ſame to other , Y/lfrid 
alſo returning toEngland nowe a biſhop, inſtructed much tho 
church of England and reduced thenrto the Catholike vnite, 
touching externall rites and obſeruations in many. pointes. . 
Whereby 1t came to paſle,that Catholike ordonannces tak! 
place,and beginning daily to be more and more embraced;the 
whole company of the Scottes;which then lined amonge the 
engliſh men,either yelded to the ſame, or els returned backe to 


their countre. 7 
Howe Wighard prieſt was ſent to Rome, to be conſecrated Arche- 
biſhop of Caunterbury, and how he dicd there , according as by let- 
ters from the Pope it was ſpecified, 
; The.29. Chap. 
T this tyme the moſt worthy and renouned kinges of 
England,Ofſwin of the North countre,and Ecgbers of 
kentand the places adioyning , mr þ 647 
them ſelues,touching the paiſible gouuernment of the church 
( for kinge Ofwin had nowe perfitly lerned, though he were 
brovght vp of the Scottes , that the church of Rome was the 
the choyle and con» 


'-- ſentofthe holy clergy of England called vnto them one Wig- 


hard a pricſt;'a man of great vertu and worthy to be a biſhop, 
one 
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one of the clergy vnder Denſded:s the decealced Archebiſhopp, 
and ſent him to Rome to be conſecrated, to theintent tharhe 
being made Archebiſhop, might conlecrat and orderother by- 
ſhops for the Catholike churches of Engliſhe men —_— 
out all Britanny . But Wighard coming to Rome , beforehe 
could be conſecrated bilhop,departed thus life, whereupon the 
Pope ſent backe to kinge Ofwis theſe letters. 

To our moſt honorable Son , Ofwin , kinge of the Saxons, 
Vitalianw Byſhop,the ſeruaunt of thoſe which ſerue God. je. 

We haue receiued your excellencies wiſhefull letters , by of Vicali- 
the peruſall whereof, we perceiued your excellenciesmoſt go" _ 
dy deuotion , and feruent zeleto atraine cuerlaſting life, ho- bis 
ping aſſuredly that as you now reigne oueryour people, ſo in oy 
tel to come you ſhal reighn with Chriſt for as much as by 
his Sounerain helpe and grace, you arenowe conuerted to the 
true,right and Apoſtolike faith . Bleſſcd is that people , ouer 
whom God hath placed a prince of ſuch wiſedom, vertu,and 
defire of Gods honang.. As the which not only ſerueth God 
him ſelfeinceſlantly,but allo laboureth to draw all his ſubies 
to the righe vnite of the Catholike and Apoſtolicke faith, pur- 
chaſing them thereby vndoubted ſaluation of their ſoules. For 
who hearing this joyefull report of ſuch a Prince,will not alſo 
reioyſe thereat ? What Chniſten hart will not leape for ioye, 
and coceiue fingular c6fort of ſo zelous furdering of thefaith? 
Truly c6fidering the happy couerſion of your natis to theſer- 
ning ofalmighty God,l remebre and ſee in you the oracles of 
hediuing prophets xs inponp ,as1t 15 written in Eſlay, [nthat z;cie.us 
day the roote of Teſſe ft 9:# fro atoke to the people, him the na- 
ti0s ſbal cal ypen. And againe. Heare o ye Tlandes,and barki yepe> 

that dwell reef Ked within a fevy wordes after the pro- 49+ 

phet crieth to church. It « not enough chat thou ſhalt ſerue me, 
in reftoring the tribes of «cob ,and.jn couerting the drapges of Ifrath. 
I hawe geuen the for a light to the nations : that thow be my ſaluation 
EE 3 euen 


ond fo he furdermoſt of the earth. And againe. Kinges Plfegrin 


4. 


 rehe may thouroughly roote oute all the wicked darnel of the = 


.c: God, The 
prince of e Apoſtles , forhis perperuall m 
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ces ſhall ariſe and (hall adore, And alitle after . I haue genen the for 
« leage of my people , that thouſhouldeft raiſe vp the earth, and poſſeſ 


ſe the ſcattered inheritages, and [aye to thoſe which laye bounde, come 
ye forthe.and to thoſe wich ſate in darchnes,be ye opened . And agai- 


ne.] the Lord haue called thee in righteo uſnes , and haue taken thy 
hand and haue ſaued thee and haue jet thee to he 4 light ynto nations, 
and to be 4 leage berwene my people , that thou maieft open the eyes of 
the blind,and deltuer from bondes the bounde,the man ſitting in darc-, 
kenes out of the priſon . Beholde moſt honourable Sonne , by 
the verdit of the prophets it is moſt clere , that not onely you, 
but all nations ſhall beleuein Chriſt the maker of all thinges.. 
Ic bchoueth therefor your highnes being now a parte of Chi. 
ſe, to folowin all thinges and allwaics the ſure rules and or- 
donnaunces of the head of the Apoſtles, as well in obſeruing 
your Eaſter, as in all other thinges deliuered by the holy Apo+ 
ſtles Peter and Paule , Whole doarine doth daily lighten the 
hartes of alltrue beleuers , no lefle then the two lightes of the 
element,geue light to the whole worlde, And after many other 
wordes writen touching the vniforme obſeruation of Eaſter 
through out the whole worlde , it foloweth in the letter , As 
tonching one well furniſhed with-lerning and other qualites 
mete to be your baſhop,according to the tenour of your letters 
we could yet {o {odenly finde none ready , the 10urney being 
ſolongetoyou, Truly as ſoone as we ſhalleſpie out a mete per- 
ſon andtind worthy of that vocation , we ſhall dire him {pe- 
dely£@your countre. Thac by his preaching and holy ſcriptu- 


of allmighty 
to the bleſſed 


7, we haue re- 


enemy out of your Ilond, by the helpeand 
—_ which your highnes di 


ceived, thereforeyour highnes,beſeching with all our 
clergy,incellantly the goodnes of God , for your highnes pre- 


; ſerua- 


bo .— 
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- ſeruatio and eſtat, The bringer of your preſents is s 
ted'this Tu laied at the a a of the leſſed ſyn yr 
rowmes,we much lamenting and bewailing at his departure 
here. Notwithſtanding by the bearers of thele our preſents we 
haue ſent the 1ewels of holy Martyrs, thats, the relikes of the 
bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and Paule, and of the holy: rs,S. 
Laurens, lohn and Paule,of $.Gregory,and of Pantraring,all to 
be deliuered to your highnes , To yotir Lady and bedfelowe, 
ourſpiritual daughter,we haueſent by the (aied bearers a croſle: 
of golde hauing 1n it a nayle taken out of the moſt holy chai- 
nes of the bleſled Apoſtles Peter and Paule , Of whole godly 
behaniour we vnderſtanding haue all as farre reioyſed, as her- 
vertuous dedes are before God pleaſant and acceptable. We' ' 
beſeche therefore your highnes to furder and ſert forward the 
Eonnerfarion of your whole Ilond to the faith of Chriſt ; You» 
ſhall not yndoubtedly lacke herein the ſpeciall proteion of 
our Lorde Teſus Chriſt the redemerof all mankinde who will 


proſper you in all thinges to' the in po of his true bele- 


ners,and planting of the catholike and Apoſtolike faith: Forir 


is written. Se ke Y firflthe kingdome of God , and the righteouſnes 14. c. 


thereof atid'all theſe thinges ſhall be caft nzo you. Truly your hugh- 
nes feketh,and ſhall no doubt obraine,and all partes of your I- 
lond(as we wiſh and defire)ſhall be. brought vnder-your alle- 
geaunee,We ſalute your highnes with moſt fatherly affection, 
beſeching continually the mercy of God that it will vouchela- 
fe to aki you and all yours,in the perfourmance of all good 
workes,that in the worlde to come ye may all liue-and raig- 
ne with Clirſt. The heauenly grace fro aboug e alwaics 
your highnes:Inthe next booke folowing wethall haue occa- 
fon to declare who was founde and appointed biſhop in place 


of Wighard that died at Rome. 


How the people of Eſſex and London. in atime of plage retourning 
ro Idolatry,by thediligence of-larumanus their biſhop , were ſoone 
brought home againe, Wt hes ; 


EE x The 306. 
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| | The zo. Chap. 
T thistime Sigher and Sebbi kinges ruled: ouer the peo< 
'"\ ple of Eſſex and London after the death of Guidhelme 
(of whom we hauc ſpoken before), althoughe thele we- 
realſo vnderthe allegeannce of Wulfher king of the Middlelid 
enghſhmen . This province being viſited with that greate 
plague and mortalite ( which we mencioned before)Sigher 
th the people ouer whom he ruled forlaking the ſacramen- 
tesof Chriſtes religion fell to Apoſtaſie . For bothe the kin- 
him ſelfc,and many as well of the people as of the nobles, 
ouing this preſent life,and not ſeking after the life to come, or 
els not beleuing any ſuchlifeat al, begi torenew their temples 
Which Rodedelolat,andto worſhip idols,asthough 
therby eſcape the mortalite.But Sebbihis copanion with al vn- 
der him perſeucred deuout! in the faith, and ended his life in 


reat felicite,as weſhal erdeclare, Wulfherthe king ynder- 
Nndoa of his dominions to fal from the faith, forto call 
thembacke againe,ſent ynto them biſhop Jaramannus,the ſuc- 
celior of Trumher,who by much labour and diligence being a 
man of great vertu, painfull, and zelous, (as a certain prie: 
waiting then vyp6 bim and helping him in panting Os 
ghoſpel reported ynto me) brought them to the fauth 
againe, bothe the kinge and all his people. So that a- 
doning and throwing downe their teples and 
altars,they opened againe the churches,confeſ(- 
ſed gladly the name of Chriſt, and choſe ra- 


ther in hopeof reſurre&ion to dye,then in 
toliue,Which _ 


© broughtto paſſe t 
and gieco pat Wir w9h yr 
me withe muche 10+ 
ye and com- 
fort, 
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How after the death of Deuſdedit , Wighart being ſent ro'be ma- 
de biſhop,anddyingthere, Theodore was conſecrated Archebiſhop, 
and ſent in to England witha certain Abbat named Adrian. 

The.1, Chapter, _, 


FIR) He lame yeare of the foreſaicd eclipſe and pe< 
Ry [FA Nilence that ſoone after folowed,in which al- 
WT LR fo biſhop Colman ouercommed bythe pane- 

RH] LEY rall and vniforme ſentence of the Cathiolikes, 
JS") returned home to his countre , Deaſdedir the 
fixt Archebiſhop of Caunterbury died,the xuy . oy of Tuly. 
Ercombert alſo kinke of kent departed this world the very li 
me moneth and day,and left to his ſonne Zegberethe Crowne 
and kingdom, which he receined and held by theſpace of tx.ye- 
res.Atthat time the See of Caunterbury being vacant a' great 
while,and the dioceſe defirous of Dn : VVighart a vertu- 
ous prieſt,a man very well lerned,ſkilfull of the Canons,rules, 
and diſciplines of the church, and an engliſh man borne was 
ſent to Rome bcethe by Eeghert and alſo fin kinge of Nort- 
humberland(as we haue mencioned before)and with'him cer- 
tain preſents to the Pope Apoſtolike , as great ſtore of plate, 
bothe filuer and robs Being arrined to Rome in the time that 
Vialianus gouuerned the Apoſtolike ſee,and having declared 
the cus of his cotiiig 10 Bis eB PS , within ſhare ſpace, 

he and almoſt all his com onfernedet- ler the peſtilen 

_ anddied,Whereupon the Pope with aduiſe and counſell en- 
quired diligently , whom he might dire& for Archebiſhop 0+ 
uer the churches of England. In the monaſteric of Niriden 
not farre from Naples in Campania, there was an Abbat named 
Adrian an African borne, a man very well lerned in the (cnp- 
tures 
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tures,thouroughly inſtructed bothe in mongſticall diſcipline, 
and in ecclefiaſticall gouvernement, very (kilfull of the greke 
and latin tounges. This man being called to the Pope,was wil- 
led of him totake the biſhopnke vpon him , and rauail ynto 
Faglans.Bue he an{wering that he was no mete man for {o 
high a degree, promiſed yet to bringe forth one', which boths 
for his lerning and for his age were more worthy of that yo- 
cation. And offred tothe Pope a certain monke lining in a 
Nunnery there by called Andrew, who though he were. of. all 
that knewe him,eſtemed worthy of tke biſhoprike, yet for the 
zmpediment of his weake and fickely body,it was notthought 
good to ſende him. Then Adrian being required againe to ta- 
keit vpon him ,defired certain daies 4, reſpit,zf happely in the 
meane time, he could finde any other mete to ſupple thatrou- 
me.At this time there was in Rome a certain monke of Adriis 
acquaintaiice,named Theodore, borne at Tarſusin Cilicia a mi 
borhe1n prophane and diuine knowleadg,andin the greke and 
latin tounge excellently lerned , in maners and connerſation 
vertuous., and forage reuerend , being then lxvj.yeres olde. 
Him Adrian offered and preſented to the Pope , and obtained 
that he was created biſhop. Yet with theſe conditions that A- 
drian ſhould accompany him in to England , bicauſe hauing 
twiſe before travailed in ro Fraunce for diuers matters, he had 
therefore more experience in that 10urney,asalſo for that he 
was {ufhciently fourniſhed with men of his owne.Butchietely 
that aſhſting ham alwaics inpreaching the ghoſpell,he ſhould 
poue diligent eye and waite, that tis Theodore being a greke 


orne,cnduged notafter the maner of the grekesany doctrine 
cotrary tothe erue faith receaued,in to the engliſh church,now 
ſubic&vnto hum. This man therfore being made ſubdeacon, 
taried yetin Rome uy,moneths, vnte | his heare was full gro- 
wen:totake the eccleftaſticall conſurerounde,which before he 
had taken like ynto;the, Eaſt church afterthe maner of $, Pau 


E+.] le 
. 


= 


le,whereofwe ſhall hereafter treate more at large . He was 
conſecrated biſhop of Yitalianus then Pope,in the yeare of our 
Lorde 668.the xxvj.daic of Marche vpon a Sonday. After the 
xvij.of May in the company of Adrian the Abbat he was di- 
rected to England. Their journey commenced firſt by ſee they 
arrived to Marſha , and ſo by lande to Arles,wheredeliuering 
to Iohnthe Archebiſhop letters of commendation from Yiua- 
lian the Pope, they were reccaued and enterteyned of him, vn- 
till that Ebroinws chief of the kinges Courte gaue them faul- 
feconduit to paſſe and go whither they entended and woulde. 
Which being graunted them, Theodore tooke his 10urney to 
Agilbert biſhop of Panis,of whome we haue ſpoken before,and 
was very frindly receaued of him and kept there a longe tyme. 
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But Adrian went firſt to Emmeſon and after to Faron bilhop of Thecos- 
Meldei, and there continewed and reſted withe them a good Lyons. 


ſpace. For wynter was at handand draue them to abyde quiet- 
ly in fuchconuecnient place as they could gett. Now whe word 
was browght to king Ecgbert, that the bilhop, whom they had 
defired of the Pope of Rome was come,andreſted in Fraunce, 
he ſent thither ſtraight waye Redfride his lieutenant to bringe 
and condudee him. Who when he came thither,tooke Theodore 
with thelicenſe of Zbroinus , and browght him to the porte 
that is named Quentawic. Where they continewed a ſpace , bi- 
cauſe Theodore was weake,ficke and wery . And as {one as he 

an to recouer health againe, they ſayled to England , But 
Ebroinus (withhelde backe Adrian , ſuſpeting he had ſome 
embaſsie of the Emperours to the kinges of T9 againſt 
the realme of Fraunce wherof at that time he Cecil mes 
and chardge. But when he foundein dede thathe had no ſuch 
thinge,he dimiſſed him and ſuffred him to go after Theodore. 


The Au- 
nsin 


Who as ſoone as Adrian came to him, gaue him the monaſte- Cav=t*r- 


bury 


rie of $.Peter thapoſtle,where , ( as I haue mentioned before) 


the Archebiſhops of Cauntourbury are wonte to be buried, 
FF For 
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tures,t hly inſtructed borhe in monaſticall diſcipline, 
and in ecclefiaſticall gouuernement, very {kilfull of the oreke 


and latin tounges. This man being called to the Pope,was wil- 
led of him totake the biſhoprike vypon him , and rauail ynto 
Fagan. he an{wering that he was no mete man for ſo 
high adegree,promiſed yet to bringe forth one, which boths 
for his lerning and for his age were more worthy of that yo- 
cation. And ofired tothe Pope a certain monke lining in a 
Nunnery there by called Andrew, who though he were. of all 
that knewe him,eſtemed worthy of tke biſhoprike, yet for the 
zmpediment of his weake and fickely body,it was notthought 
good to lende him. Then Adrian being required againe to ta- 
keit vpon him,defired certain daies of reſpitaf happely in the 
meane time,he could finde any other mete to ſupplie thatrou- 
me. At this time there was in Rome a certain monke of Adriis 
acquaintaiice,named Theodore, borne at Tarſusin Cilicia a mi 
bathe in prophane and diuine knowleadg,andn the greke and 
latin tounge excellently lerned , in maners and conuerſation 
vertuous., and forage reuerend , being then 1xvj.yeres olde, 
Him Adrian offered and preſented to the Pope ,and obtained 
that he was created biſhop. Yet with theſe conditions that A- 
drian ſhould accompany him in to England , bicauſe hauing 
twiſe before trauailed in to Fraunce for diuers matters, he hat 
therefore more experience in that 1ourney,asalſo for thar he 
was {ufhciently fourniſhed with men of his owne.Butchietely 
that aſliſting him alwaies inpreaching the ghoſpell,he ſhould 

cue diligent eyeand waite, that tis ore being a greke 
pe ed notafter the maner of the grekes any doctring 
c6trary tothe true faith receaued,in to the engliſh church,now 
ſubic&vnto hum. 'This man therfore being made ſubdeacon, 
taried yetin Rome 11,moneths, vnte | his heare was full gro- 
wen:totake the eccleftaſticall ronfurerounde,which before he 
had taken like ynto;the. Eaſt church afterthe maner of S, Pau: 
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le, whereof we ſhall hereafter treate more at large . He was 

conſecrated biſhop of Yitalianus then Pope,in the yeare of our .4u.663. 

Lorde 668.the xxvj.daic of Marche vpon a Sonday. After the 

xvij.of May in the company of Adrian the Abbat he was di- 

reed to England. Their journey commenced hiſt by ſee they 

arrived to Marſilia , and fo by lande to Arles,wheredeliuering 

to Iohnthe Archebiſhop letters of commendation from Yiza- 

kan the Pope,they were receaued and enterteyned of him,vn- 

till that Ebroinws chief of the kinges Courte gaue them faul- 

feconduit to paſſe and go whither they entended and woulde. 

Which being graunted them, Theodore tooke his 10urney to 

Agilbert biſhop of Pans,of whome we haue ſpoken before,and 

was very frindly receaued of him and w_ there a longe tyme. 

But Adrian went firſt ro Emmeſon and after to Faron biſhop of Thecot- 

Meldei, and there continewed and reſted wiche them a good ne 

ſpace. For wynter was at handand draue them to abyde quiet- 

ly in ſuchconuenient place as they —_—_— Now whe word 

was browght to king Ecgbert, that the bilhop,whom they had 

defired of the Pope of Rome was come,andreſted in Fraunce, 3 

he ſent thither ſtraight waye Redfride his lieutenant to bringe 

and condudte him. Who when he came thither,tooke Theodore 

with thelicenſe of Zbroinws , and browght him to the porte 

that is named Quenrawic. Where they continewed a ſpace, bi- 

cauſe Theodore was weake,ſicke and wery . And as 7 ow as he 
an to recouer health againe, they ſayled to England , But 

Ebroinus (withhelde backe Adrian , ſuſpefting he had ſome 

embaſsie of the Emperours to the kinges of TS FI inſt 

the realme of Fraunce wherof at that time he RC, yo 

and chardge, Bat when he foundein dede thathe had no fuch 

thinge,he dimifſed him and ſuffred him to go after Theodore. br fot 

Who as ſoone as Adrian came to him, gaue him the monaſte- Cav=*<r- 

rie of S. Peter thapoſtle,where , ( as I haue mentioned before) ik 

the Archebiſhops of Cauntourbury are wonte to be buried, 

FF For 


Dombzes For the Pope A {qr on had required Theodore at his depar. 
17s 4%* tinge, to prouide and geaue Adrian ſome placein his dioceſe, 
' whereheand his compapy might commodiouſly continewe 


and hue together. 


Hou e Theodore viſited the countree, and howe the churches of 
England receauecd the true Catholique faith , and began alſo to ſtudie 
the holy ſcriptures, and how Putta was made biſhop of Rocheſter for 


Damian. 
The 2. Chap. 
T Heodore came to his ewes the 2, yere after his conle- 
The duty cration,the xxvy.day of may being ſonday , and conti- 
on _ newed in the ſame xx1. yeres,three moneths , and xxyj. 


dates. And ſtraight way he viyted all the countree ouer where 
ſocuer any engliſh people dwelled (for all men did moſt gladly 
receaue him and heare him) and hauing ſtill with him the co- 
panie and helpe of Adrianin all thinges, dyd ſowe abrade and 
Theedo- teache the wk wayes and pathes of good liuing , andthe ca» 
Primax Nonical riteand order of keping the tcaſt of Eaſter, For he 
bags was the firſt Archebiſhop,vato whome all the whole churche 
G ofthe Engliſh nation dyd conſent toſubmit them ſelues . And 
bicauſe both he and Adrian , as we haue layd , were excedin 
well learned both in profane and holy licerature,they gatheres 
a company of diſciples or (cholers vato them, into whole bre- 
aſtesthey dayly dyd powre the flowing waters of holeſome 
knowledge. So that befide the _—_— of haly ſcripture 
vnto them they dyd with al inſtructe their hearers in the (cien- 
ces of mulick ,Aſtronomie,and Algori/me.In the tounges they 
The f:li- ſo brought vp their ſcholers , that enen to this day ſome of the 
ou + Aa yet liuing can ſpeake both the Latin and Greeke tonge as well 
churche, as their owne in which they were borne . Neither was there e- 
3 oe Ber fince the Engliſh me came firſt to Bratame,any tyme more 
ghe Ag- happie than at that preſent . For England then had moſt valt- 
EY ant and Chriſtian princes, It was feared of all barbarowle and 
reed. Fforrain nations, The people at home was all wholly ny 
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the late toyfull tydinges of the kingdome of heauen :- Ang if 
any man deſired to be inſtructed inthe reading of holy (crip- 
tures,there lacked not men expert and cunning ready to ex 
ham. Againe at this time the tunes and notes of fnging inthe $inging 


Churche, whiche vnall than were only vied and knowerrit - dun 


K{nz,began to be learned throwgh all the churches of Englad, chrough 

The firſt maſter of longe in the churches of Northumberland 2 ed 4 

(except Iames whome we ipake of before) was Eddi furnamed : 

Stephen, who was called and browght fronr kent by Wi/fride 

a man moſt reuerend,whiche firſt among all the byſhopsthar 

were of the Englith nation, dyd learne and deliuer the Catho- 

lique trade of life to the Engliſh Churches, Thus Theodore 

vewing ouer and viſiting eche where , dyd in conuenient pla- 

ces appoynt biſhops , and with their helpe and aſiiſtance toge- 

ther, amended (1 > thinges as he found not well and perfecte. 

And among all other when hereproued billhopp Chadda, for 

thar he was not rightly conſecrated , he made moſte humble 

awn{wer,and ſayde: If yor thinke that I haue taken the office 

ofa bylhop notin dewe order and maner,I am ready withe all 

my hart to giue vp the ſame, for I did not thinke my felfe ever 

worthy therof,butfor obedienceſake being io commaunded I 

dyd agree althowgh vnworthy to take it ypon me. Whiche 

humble awn(were of his Theodore hearing, fayd that he ſhould 

not leaue his bilſhopricque , but dyd himlelfe ſupplye and 

complete his conlecration after the right and dewe Ca- 

tholique maner . The very lame tyme in whiche after 

the death of Dewsdedir , an Archebylſhopp of Caunterbury 8yſhop 

was ſewed for , conſecrared,and ſent from Rome, Wilfrid 5m of 

alſo was ſent from England to Fraunce there to be conſecra- 8' ev” 

ted. Who bycaulſe he retourned into kent before Theodore , did 

make.prieſtes and deacons vntill the time that the Archebiſ- 

ſhop himſelfe came to his ſee. Who at his comming to the caatie 

of Rotchefter where the {ce bad beng nowe longe vacant og 
FF 3 
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death of Damian , did appoint and conſecrat byſhop there, -a 
man better ſkilled in the eccleftaſticall diſcipline, and more 
gcuen to plaine and fimple finceritie of lyfe , than any thinge 
politike in worldly affayres. His name was Puatra,a good chur- 
che man,and cunning in mulike after the Romaine vie, which 
he had learned of Pope Gregories (cholers. 


How Chadda afore mentioned was appointed biſhop of the Mar- 
ſacs or middleengliſhmen _ of RE cath, and buraall. 
T that time was V Palpher king of the Marſhes , who 
after the death of Taruman., defired of Theodore to ha- 
ue an other biſhop appointed for him and his . But 
Theodore would not conſecrate them a newe biſhop , but deſy- 
red king Oſwin, that Chadde might be their biſhop, who ad 
that timelined quietly in his monaſtericat Leſfling , and Vl 
frid ruled the dioceſe of yorke,and allo.of all Northumberlan-« 
de,and of the Piftes to,as far as king Oſwines dominion dyd 
reache. And bicauſe the ſaid moſt reuerend biſhop Chadde was 
wonte alwaics to preache and doo the worke of the Shoe 
more walking a fote wher he went,than on horſebacke, Theo» 
dore willed him to ryde , when ſo euer he had any tourney to 
take, But herefuling vtterly ſo to doo for theexceding de- 
fire and loue that he had of that holy labonr and trauaile, The- 
odore himſelfe did lifte him on horſebacke with his owne han - 
des,knowing him in dede-to be a very holy man, and fo copel- 
led him tonde whether nede required. Chadd heing thus made 
biſhop of the Marſhes,the middle engliſh men and of *Lindi{- 


ahincote {©,he diligently gouerned the ſame after the examples of the 


auncient fathers in-great perfe&tion of life. Vnto whom al- 
{o king YYulpher gaue the land of L.tenements to build a mo- 
naſtene with all in the place which is called Etbeare , which 1 
by a wood in the prouince of Lindifle , where vntill this daye 


he ſteppes of monaſticall lyfe which he began and placed the- 
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he held at Lichfield , where he dyed alſo and was buried , and 
where vntYll this day cotineweth the {ce of the biſhops that ſuc 
cede in the ſame prouince . This man had made hitalelfe not 
far from the churche a certaine cloſet and pityate manſon, in 
which as often as he was at leyſure from the buſyncile.and mi- 
niſterie of the ghoſpell,he was wont to pray and reade ſecretly 
with a fewe, that is to ſaye,vy.or v1. bretherne with. him. And. 
when he had gouerned the church moſt worthely in that pro- 
ince two yeres and an halfe,by the diſpenſation and appoin- 
tement of God aboue , that time came , which the Ecd:faſtes 


them together againe . For there came a plage ſent from God, 
whichby the death of the body remoued the hue ſtones of the 
churche fromthe earthly places to the celeſtiallbwlding in he- 
auen.For very many of the churche of this moſt reuerend biſ{- 
ſhop were taken out of this life. And when his howre was co- 
me to,that he ſhould paſſe out of this worlde to our Lorde , it 
happened on a certaine day,that he abode in the forelayd clo» 
ſet,and had no mo but one brother with him, whoſe name was 
O'wen,all the reaſt of his felowes being retourned. to.churche, 
as the cauſe and houre required, This fame 0:wen was a monke 
of great perteion,and one that had forſaken the world with 
pure intent and hope of the rewarde of heauen , a man for all 
pointes worthy to whome God in ſpeciall wile might reuele 
and ſhewe his ſecrettes, and well worthy to whoſe wordes the 


hearers may giue credit, * Forcoming with Quene Edildride 


from the prouince of the Eaſt Engliſh, and nag chiefoff 


her ſeruauntes,and gouernour of her houſe, for 


great zcale 


of faith that encreaſed in him determining with himlclfe co: 


renounce the world,did in dede accomplyſhthe ſame nor (lac- 


dly matters,that forlaking all that cuer he had , being clothed 


The fourthbooks, ug 
re,do yetremaine. The ſeate and chiefe manſion of the dioceſe 


ſpeaketh of: There #5 4.cime to-lay abrode flones,aud 4 time to gather **%/-3- 


kely and negligently,but in ſuch fort yncladd him(clfof worl- 
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but with plaine and pooreapparayl an ng an hatchetor 
axe 1n his © 6pm Shades of theſame moſt reue- 
rend father, called Leſtinghe. For he ſignified that he would 
entre into the monaſtefie not for eale ws idleneſſe,as ſomedo, 
but to trauaile and labour:which thing he well ſhewed and pro 
ued in his doinges : for the leafſe able and apte that he was for 
the ſtudie and meditatis of the {criptures,the more diliger and 
painfull he was to worke with his handes, Finally his reueren- 
ce and deuotion was ſuch that the biſhop accepted him for one 
of his brethern to accompany him with the other fewe in the 
forelaid cloſet. Where while they with in were occupied in rea- 
dingand prayer, he without dyd thoſe thinges abrode that we- 
re neceſ{arie to be done. And on a certaine day as he was doo= 
ing ſomeſuchthing abrode, the reaſt being gone to churche, 
as I began to ay,and the biſhop being alone 1n the oratorie of 
the houſe,occupied 1n reading or prayer , this 0 wen heard fo- 
dainly ( as he after to}d)a moſt {wete noyle of voyces {inging 
and retoy{inge comming downe from heanen to the earch:the 
which voice , helayd, hefirſt heard begynning from theſouth 
eaſt,that is, from whence the depth of winter comes, and then 
by licle and litle drawinge nere him , ynnllit came to the 
roofe of the oratorie where the biſhop was, where 1t entred, file 
led it within,and compaſled it all rownd about, Wherear ge- 
uing earneſtly mind to marke the thinge that he heard, he did 
againe as it were about an houre afterheare the ſame 1oyfull 
ong 20 vp andalcend from the roofe of the ſaid oratorie,and 
retourne yp to the heauens the very ſame way that it came, 
withanſpeakeable fwerenes. Whereatas he mulſed a ſpace and 
| Was as it were aſtouned, imagining and deuiling depely in his 
minde what this might be , the biſhop opened the oratori 
windowe,and as he vied to doo, made a noyle and figne with 
his hand,and bad ſome man come into him, if there were any 
body without, Then came he ſtraight way, to whome _ 
Op 


ſhop ſaid: Go to the churche quickely, and cauſe thoſe vij. 
Cn ro come hither,and come you with them to. And 
when they were come, firſt he admoniſhed them to kepe a- 
mong them ſelues,and roward all faithtull folke the vertue of 
charitie and peace,and alſo with ynweary continuance to fo- 
lowe the rules and orders of monaſtical diſcipline, which they 
had either learned of ham, and ſene in him , or founde in the 
doings or ſayings of the former fathers. And then did he tell 
them moreouer,that the day of his departing was very nighat 
hand.For that moſt louely geaſt , quod he who was wonte to 
viſit our bretherne, hath voutlafed this day to come to meal- 
ſo,and to call me out of this world, Wherefore go your. waies 
to churche againe, and ſpeake vnto the bretherne that with 
their prayers tlity both commend ynto our Lorde my depars- . 
ting,and remember alſo with pra PISS. þ rayers , and 
good workes to preuent their own departing t ES wher- 
of is vncertaine, And when he had ſpoken theſe and mo hke 
wordes, and thatthe brethern had taken his bleſſing, and 
wer gone forth very heauyand fad,he that only heard the hea- 
uenly {ong,came in againe , and caſting himſelfe flat on the 
ground,ſayed:] beleke you good father, may I beſo bold as to 
alke you a queſtion? Alke what you will,quod he. Then, quod 
the other, I pray you tell me, what was that ſong whichlT heard 
of that joyful company deſcending from heauen vpon this 
oratorie, and after a time retourningeto heauen againe. He 
aunſwered and ſaied to him; If you haue hearde the voice of 
the ſong,and vnderſtoode the comming of the heauenly com- 
paines,] commaund you in the name of our Lordeto tell no 
man herof before my death. They were in dede the fpirites of 
angelles , which came to call me to the heauenly rewardes, 
which I haue alway loued and longed for , and after vij. daies 
they haue promuſed to come againe and take me with them. 
| The which was in dede ful euen aSit was antes rad 
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him. For ſtraight way was he taken witha feyntnes of bodye, 
which daily grewe more greuouſe vpon him and the vij. daye 
(asithad bene promiſed him)after he had firſt forewarded his 
ing with the recetuing of the bodie and bloud of our 
Lord,his holy ſoule looſed from the priſon of the bodie was 
caried and lead(as we may well beleue)of the company of An- 
gelles to the 10yes a . Andit is no meruaile,if he 
gladly behelde the day of death,orrather the day of our Lorde, 
which daye he did alwaies carefully lookefor till it came, For 


_ among his manifold merites of chaſtitie and abſtinence , of 


preaching,of praier,of wilfull pouertie , and other vertues , he 
was {o far humbled to the feare of our Lorde, ſo much mind- 


» ful ofthis later endin all his workes,that ( as a certaine brother 


named Trumbere was wont to tell me , one of them that read 
theſcriptures to me, and was brought vp in his monaſterie 
and gouernement)1it perhaps whule he were reading, or doing 
ſome other thing, there role any fodaine great blaſtof wind;by 
and by wold he cal on the mercy of our Lord,and beſeke him 
to haue pitie on makinde.But andif there came a blaſt yet mo 
re yehement,then wold he ſhut vp his booke and fall downe 
on his face,and ſet him ſelfe more feruently to prayer. Andif 
any ſtronger ſtorme or bluſtreing ſhowre continewed long;or 
that lightning and thunders did make both thecarth and ayre 
to ſhake for _ then would he go to churche, and earneſtly 
ſet his mind to prater and ſaying of plalmes, vyntill. the "ON 
waxcedclere againe. And when ſome of his companie aſked 
him,why he did{o: Haue ye not read,quod he: That our Lord 
hath thundred fr om heaxen, and the 'moſt high hath gtuen his voice? 
Fle hath ſent out his arrowes , and Conn ahes ode , he hath 
multiplied lighteninge and troubled them ? For our Lorde moueth 
the ayre , reyleth vp windes , ſhooteth out lighteninges, thun- 
dreth from-heauen ,to ſtyrre vp the creatures of the carth to 
fearehim,tocal againe their hartes to the remembraunce of the 


1udge- 


CHYRCH' OF ENGLAND; | Thefourth booke. yy 
iudgenient to come,to plucke downs their pride; and abaty + 
their boldenes , and thus to bringe to their mindes that' terri- 
ble time , when both heauens and earth ſhall burne , and him- 
ſelfe come vpon the clowdes with great power and maicſtie 
to iudge both the quicke and the dead. And therfore , quod he, 
it behoueth vs with dewe feare and loue to yelde and give pla- 
ce to his warning from heauen that as ofte as he awd the 
ayre, arid lyfteth vpp his hande as it were threatning to ſtrike, 
and doth nor yet ſtrike, we ſtrayght way call ypon his mercie, 
and boulting owt the very botome of our hartes,and caſting 
owtthe d and relikes of ſynne,do carefully proude that 
we nener deſcrue to be ſtriken at all. With the revelation and 
relation of the forclayd brother coricerning the death of this 
ey p,the wordes allo of Ecgbere the moſt reuerend father 
do'well agree , of whome we ſpake before . Whiche Eegbert at 
the tyme whe the ſayd Chadda was 2 youngman.,and himſelfof 
lyke age to, dydin Ireland Reayghitly lewd a monaſticall lyfe 
both togettier ir prayers , continerice, and meditation ofthe 
holy ſcriptures. But Chadda being afterward retourned to 
his countree', Ecybertabode there ſtyl! as a pilgrime for our 
' Lordes fake'vnto the end of his1yfe .'Nowe a long tyme af- 
tertherecame to vifire him fron England/a tertaine moſt ho» = 
ly and vertuous man named + , who' was an Abborin ms 
the prouince of Lindifſe . And as they talked rogether of the __ 
lyfe of the former fathers, as is the maner of ſuch holy men'to 
00,andgladlywold wyſh ro followe the fame, they fell vpon 
mention of the moſt reuerenid byſhop Chaddx . And than'fayd 
Ecgbert: Vknowe a man yet remayning alive in this Tlande; 
which whe brother Chadda paſſed owt of the world, dyd ice 
a companye of Angelles deſcend from heauen, and take vp his 
ſowle withe them and retonrned apaine to the celeſtiall king- 
domes. Which viſion whether Ecgbert meaned'to be ſene of 
bimſelfe;or of ſome other, it is to vs'yncerraine : yet while ſo 
'GG Wor- 
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Cherie worthy a man,as he,Giyed that jr was true,the thingie ſelf can 


bcleucth 
all chings 
l, COr.13- 


Miracles 
at therom 
be of $, 
Chead, 


Lincolne 
dyocelc, 


not beyncertaine vnto vs . Thus dyed! - Chaddathe' yy, daye 
of Marche and was buryed firſt by $. Maries Churche, but af- 
terward his bones were remoued into the church of the moſt 
bleſſed Saint Peter chicfe of thapoſtles, the ſame churche be- 
ing hnaſhed. In both which places in token of his vertu often 
muracles of healing ficke folke are wonte to be wrought. And 
of late a certaine man that had a phrenehe,and ranne vppand 
downe wandring euery where,came thither at an eucning,and 
by the ignorance or negligence of them that kept the place,lay 
there all the night , and the next morning came owt well in 
his wyt,and declared,;to the great wonder and zoye of all men, 
that thete he had by the gyfte and goodnes of our Lorde got- 
ten his health . 'Theplace of the ſepulchie is couered with a 
wodden tombe made like a litle howſe , hauing an hole in the 
{yde,at whiche.they that come. thither tor deuocions ſake are 
wont to put in theirhand andtake owt ſomeof the dowſte, 
The whiche they putinto water and than gue it todrinke to 
ſicke beaſtes or men,whereby the gnief of their ({icknes is anon 
taken away , and they reſtored to their 1oyfull deſired healthe, 
In the place of B.Chadda Theodore conſecrated and ordeyned 
VVinfrida vertuowle and fober man, to rule and haue the of- 
fice of a byſhop as his predeceſlours had before him guer the 
prouinces of the Marſhes and myddle engliſh and alſo of Lin- 
diſfar dioecele ._ In all whiche countrees #1 (who yet 
lyued) dyd holde the crowne and icepter , This /Yinfrid was 
of the clergy of the ſame byſhop whome he ſucceded, and had 

Executed - ofhce of deacon vnder him no ſmall tyme. 


Howe byſhopp Colman leauing England, made two monaſteries 
m Scotland,one tor Scotres,and an other for the Engliſh men that he 
had browght wahrhim , = 
4 


. Chap. 
N the meane tyme byſhop Colman who was a Scottiſh by- 


ſhop, lefte England and tooke with himall the Scortes _ 


o 
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he had 
chr.caghyh men alfo, which were all browght vp inthe orders. 
of monaſticall lyfe and connerſation. And leauing in his 
owne churche certaine bretherne he came firſt tothe Ie of 
Hy from whence he was firſt ſent toſpreache the word of God 
to theEngliſh men, Afterwardhe went to a certaine litle 
He, which lieth on the weſt fyde, cutof a good way from Ire- 
land;and 15 called in the Scottyſh ronge ; [nhicbowinde', that 1s 
to faye, YVhitecalfe Th , Into whiche he came, and buylte a 
monaſterie, and placed the mogkes in the ſame, which he had 
browght with him and gathered of bothe nations. Whiche bi- 
cawſe'they cowld not agree together, for that the Scottes in 
ſomer ryme when harueſt was getting ir, wold leaue the mo- 
naſteries and go wander abrode 1n places of their acquaynta- 
unce;and than at winter wold come againe and require to en- 
ioy in comon ſuch thinges as the engliſh m& had prouided and 
layed vp, Colman feking remedie for this difcorde; and vewing 
all places far,and nere,fennd at length in Ireland a metre _ 
for his purpoſe, called in the Scottiſh tonge Mapro . Ofthar 
_ - grounde he bought a ſmall Il ;ro buyld a monaſterie 
| therein, of the Erle that poſſeſſed theſame vppon this conda- 
tion with all that the monkes there abydingeſſfoulde remem- 
*brein their praters the Lorde of theſoile' ; who Tetr them haue 
that place... Thus the monaſterie beingpedely erefted by the 
helpe of the Erle and of all ſuch as delle thereby , he place 
the Engliſhmen alone therein ; the Scottes being teafte in the 
forelaid Iland. The which monaſterie vnto this Ny is holden 


of Engliſhmen;and is the fame which is commonly called7x- 


iugeo,beittg nowe much en 


and amplified of thar' it was 


at firſt, This monaſtery alſo(allchinges being ſince, brought 


to a better order) hath initar this prefent a-notable compa- 
ny of yertuous mankes ;: that ' come: thither /out' of En- 
gland , and hue after the cxample of the worthy oldefathers, 
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vader theirrulo and appoinged Abbat.in greatcontinencie and — 
ſyncerine,getting their lyuing with the Ebour of their owne 
handes 


Of the death of king Oſwin aud kin Egbert, and of the Synode 


made at Hereford , at which the Archebiſhop Theodore was chiefe 
and prefident. 


The.s. Chap. "' 

He yere adnitaaeefearTinls 670 . whiche 
was the ſecond yere after that Theodore came to En- 
gland , Of king 'of Northumberland was taken with 
a greuous {ickenelle, whereof he dyed,the yere of his age.lviy, 
Who at that time bare ſuch lou and affetion to, the Apoſto» 
like ſee of Rome that if he mighthaue ſcaped: his ficknes, he 
purpoled to go to Rome and to end his lyfe in thoſe. holy pla- 
ces there, hauing for that purpoſe intreated biſhop Wilfnde to 
be his gayde 1n his 1ourney , and promiſed hima greate ſomme 
of mony to codud him thither, But hedeparted this life in that 
ſickeneſſe the xv.day of Februane , and leafte Ep fride his ſon+ 
neenheritour of the realme. In the third yeare of whole raigne 
many other doy 
prelates of the churche , ſuche as diligently ſtudied 
and knewe the canonicall ſtatutes and ordinances ,of the fa- 

thers. Who being aſſembled rogether,he began, with ſuch min- 
de and zeale as became a biſhop,to reache diligently ro/oblerue 
thoſe thinges that were conuenient for the ynitic and peace of 
the churche. The forme and tenour of whiche Synode 1s thus, 
In the name of our Lorde God and Saujour Chriſt Teſus 
uerneth his church for euer , it ſemed 
le ourſelues together according to the 
Canons , to treate of 
neceſlarie affaires of thechurch, we the biſhops vndernamed, 
that is,I Theodorealthough vaworthy appointed by the See A- 
ſtolike, Archebiſhop of Caunterbury,our tcelowe prieſt and 
other the moſt reuerend bilhop of the aſtengliſh 2 B.Bif, 


Prompt i wy a Councell of biſhops with 
ours 


good ynto vs to 


our 
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IEICE VValf id biſbop of the Notthum- 
brians,by his depu ITT 
and b Rn quay rye wy ; Leutherixs buſhop of 
the Welt Saxons,and CP biſhop of the Marſhes or Mid- 
dleengliſh men,we all being aſſembled together, and placed e- 
uery.one in orderinthe church of Hereforde,the xxmy.of Sep- 
tetnber,in the firſt Indidtion, Theſekeyou,, ſaied L,maſt derely 
belowed brochern forthe feareand love oFour Redomer, lets 
all in common treate and debate fuch ein cw. ng 
the and 


the nghtfauh,keging vprightly and 


determinations of our lerned auncetours and holy fathers. 
Theſe and ſuch likethinges for the of chanre and 
vnite amonge vs,and.in the church when I had faied, and ma+ 
dean end © 
che of them in order,whether they agreed 
ges,which are canonically decreed of the aunaent: fathers of 


thatexhortation- and preface.I demaunded of e» Thederer 


agreed to kepe thoſe thins "£10 ofcheho- 
) fathers 


old time. Whereto al our flow eſtes aunſweared and ſaied; ** bt 9'* 


It pleaſeth ysall very. well that ole things which the canons 
ofthe holy fake have defiriedand we all do 
endobGmetefimehndihen e way did I br _ 
ynto them the booke of canons , and out of the fame 
ſhewed, before them ten articles, which I had noted out wr riY 
verſe places, by cauſe I knew them to be moſt neceflarie for vs, 
and I - beſought; them , that the ſame morigthe bo.recaiued | 
ne Fabry coo ty of all men. 

The juſt niclaweaichet woalin common do kepethe holy 
feaſt of Eſter on the ſonday aſter the xiiy.day of the moone in 
the moneth of Marche. The ſecond that no biſhop ſhould baue 
ought todo in an others dioceſe , | but be contented with the 
chardge ofthe people committed vnto him. The third, thatno = 
biſhop ſhould moleſte oranye wiſe troble ſuch monaſteries as 
"were conſecrated and giuen to God,nor violently take from 
- the aupi that wa; theus, The fourth, that monks. ſhuld not go 
GG 3 7 from 
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from place to place, that is to fay,from onemonaſtetieto an os 


ther,onleſle by the leaue of their own abbor;bur ſhould conti- 
hew in tke obedience which they promiſed arthe titneof their 
coucrſi6 andentnng into religio. The fift,that none of thecler 
forſakinghis own biſhop ſhuld runne vp and down wherhe 
[ctr whe he cameany hither hould be receaued withour 
letrers of commendanon from his:dioceſan . And if thathe be * 
ones receaued,and will not. retourne being warned and called 
both the receauer and he chart is receaued incurrethe ſen- 
tence of excommunication. The {1xte , that ſuch biſhops and 
clerkes as are ſtrangers, be content with ſuch hoſpitalicie as 1s 
giuen them ,and that it be laufull fornone. of them to execute 
any ofhceof a prieſt ,withour the -permiſſon of the biſhop in{ 
whole dioceſe they are knowen to be;The ſeuenth , that whe- 
reas by the auncient decrees a {ynode and conuocation ought 
to be aſſembled twiſe a yere, yet bicauſe diverſe inconuemen- 
ces doo happen amonge vs, it hath ſemed good to ys/all;thatit 
ſhould be aſſembled onſe a yere the firſt day of 'Auguſt at the 
lace called Clotchhooh.The eight,that no biſho Gould am» 
becoully preferre him elfe before an other , but hould all ac» 
knowledge the time and order of their conſecration, In theix. 
article1t was generally entreated, thatthe nomber of biſhops 
ſhould be encreaſed, the nomber of Chriſtian folke waxing 
daly greater,but hereofart this time we layed no farther . The 
x.for mariages,that noman comit aduoutrie,nor formication, 
that noman 'forlake his owne wife, bur foronly fornicati- 


_ ___onas the holy gholpell reacheth. And if any man put away his 


wit being laufully maned-vnto him,if he wil be a right Chriſti 
an man,lethim be1oyned to none other: butler him fo conti- 
newe ſtill ſole, or els bereconciled againe to his owne wife, 
And thus thele articles being in common treated of,andagreed 
ypon,that no offence of contention ſhould ryle'from any-of 
vs hereafter,or any other decrees ſhould be publiſhed in/ ſtede 
A  . 


12 
of theſe,it ſemed good, that eche of vs ſhould, confirme thele 
that were decreed , ſub{cnbing thereto with his owne = 
hand.Which ſentence and ſomme of our appointement I gaug 
Titillus the notarie to write out, Yeuen the moneth and Indi- 
ion aboue written.Wha ſoeuer therefore go about any, wiſe 
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to doo againſt this ordinaunce and ſentence preſcribed accorr 
ding to thedecrecs of the canons,and confirmed alſo with our. 
conlent and ſubſcribinge of our handes, let ham knowe him- 
ſelfein ſo doings to be excluded from all charge and, othce of 
prieſthood, and alſo from our tclowſtup and companie.. The 
grace of God kepe vs {afe, lunng in the, yaine of his koly char-, 
che. This ſynode was kepte the yere from thincarnation of our 
Lord 673.1 which yere Ec rm king of kent diedin lJulie, and 
his iN Lother\u him mn the kingdome ,the which 
RR xj .yeres and vij.mongths , Aj Biſhop, of the 
liſh, who was preſentar.the forclaid Synode,did —_ 
_ Bonifacius,of whom wemade metionaboue.T has Was A 
man of much holynes and deuotion', and when Boniface was 
dead after he had bene biſhop xvij. yeres this man was made 
in his place, being co af a fas ther to by. 
16. This Biſi yer: | tne grenoully vexed with ms 
neſſein ſuch ſort that. he could not. execute the ofhee of a, 
biſhop,two otherfor him ecci and Bad wine wer, chaknand 
conſecrated biſhops: from which time yato this day that PO? 
wnce hath bene wont to hauetwo biſho ppee. TY bel 


How VVinfride- was d epoſed, and 'Sexulfe made biſhop | in ta 
Woes Ercanwaldmade biſhop of. the Eat Saxons. '! 55 /(1 2, + 


The, 6. Fe; 


An C73. 


$: 


Or long after theſe aver don Neidore har: Theodo- 
chebiſhop being offend V Vinfrid biſhe 'of the mw 
Matſhes [ravine crines Soon, Px 2a 4 

yen aunters 4 
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de- him of his ke,nor many yeres after that he had recea- 
Vat:de wed the fame, andin his place appointed Sexwlphe for biſhop, 

bilbopof who was the builder and Abbor of the monaſterie , that is cal- 
© 1 led Medes hanſtedin the countre of the Girauians, © Which 

V Vmfride being depoled,retourned to his monaſterie,which is 

named Aribearne , and there ended his lifein holy conuerla- 
tion .At that time alſo, when Sebbe and Siehere of whome we 
ſpake beforeruled the eaſt Saxons, t ebiſhop appointed 

Efex. ouerthem Earcomyald to be thar biſhop in the titicof Lon- 

Sains don. The life and converſation of which mati both before he 

icky, was biſhop,and afrer,was reported and taken for moſt holy, as 

 bicho Allo cuen yet the fi d tokens of heaueal and 
4.biſhop all y gnes and tokens of he vertues 
ofLon- miracles do well declare. For vntill this day his horſelitrer, 
: ing kept and reſerued by his fcholers , wherein he was wont 
to be caned when he was ficke and weake,dorh daily curefuch 
as hate igewes or are diſeaſed any otherwiſe. And nor only the 
ſicke parties that are put ynderorhyed by the fayd horſelicter 
beſo healed buralſo the and pieces that arecatoffrom 
it and broughtto the fickefolke , are wont to bring them {pe- 
dic remedie; This manbeforche was made biſhop hadb | 
lr monaſteries,one fot him ſel{e,and an other for his 

(yſter Edilburge and had inftractedand difpoſed the both-very 

well with good rules and diſciplines. That which was for him- 

felf was in Surry by the riner of Thems,at the placethatis cal- 
led Croteſce,thar is to fay,the ileof Crote. And that other for 

Berking higſyſter inthe pronince of the Eaſt Saxons , atthe place that 

in E0* is called Berching where. the ſhould: be amocherot Nonnes. 

Ando in dede after ſhe had raken vpon her the rule of the 
ſayd monaſterie, ſhe behaued herlelfe in al thinges as became 
end-tharbada byſhop to her brocher, borki for her owne ves- 
hoy. nt ehinGs g9od and godly guyding of 

- them that wece vnder her chardge, Which thing was alſ6 

pro 


ued by miracles from heauen, 


Howe 
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Howe inthe monaſterie of Rerking it was ſhewedby alight from 
heauen in what place the bodyes of the nonnes ſhould be buried, 
The, 7, Chapter. 


"Or in this monaſterie many wonderfull ſfignes of vertues 
and miracles were ſhewed, which for the memoric and edi- 
fieng of thafrercommenrs are yet kept of many men, being 
written of them that knewe the ſame . Some of the which we 
will alſo put inour ecclefiaſticall hiſtorie , When the tem- 
peſt of the ſame plage ſo often mentioned , ſtorming ouerall 
the Ilond,came to this monaſterye and had entred ypon that 
part thereof where the men dyd lyue , and 'dayly.one. or other 
was taken owt of the worlde to aur Lorde , ts goad mother 
being carefull of her companie , at ſuch ryme as alſo theſame 
viſitation of God towched that part of the monaſterie,in whi- 
che the flocke of Goddes hand maydes dwelled by them ſelues, 
from the mens companye, began ofte tymes in the. coucntto 
alke the ſiſters in what place abow: the monaſterie they wold 
haue their þodies to belayed againſt ſuche. rymeas it ſhowlde - 
happen them to be taken out of this world with the ſame hand 
of Gods vifitationas other were, And whea ſhe could get no 
certaine awn{were of the ſyſters, although ſhe. oftgn enquired 
the ſame of them, ſhe receaued both her ſelfe and all the reaſt 
with all,a moſt certaine awnſ{were of Gods proufon from a+ 
boue . For after matyns was done,on a certaine night, as thels 
handemaydes of Chriſte wentforth of the chappel to the gra= 
ues of the bretherne that were gone out of this lyfe before the, 
and dyd ſing theur accuſtomed lawdesand _ to ourLord, 
behold ſodainly a light ſent downe from heauenlyke a great 
ſhete came ypon them,and ſtrake them withe lo great a traun- 
ce, that for very fcare they ſtopped and leafte of their onge 
that they lange , And the brighenes ofchar ſhining lyghte,to 
which in compariſon the ſonne at mydday might o_ but 
darke, being nor long after lyfted yp from that , _— 
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the ſowth part of the monaſterie , that is toſaye*, the Faſt end 
of the chappel,and there abyding a while, and couering thoſe 
laces , withdr. wet ſclfe "PP to heauen fo plaine to all their 
Lobos that none of them all dowbted , butthar the very light 
which ſhowld lead and receane yp into heauen the ſowtes of 
Chriſtes handemaydes,dydalſo y You aplacefor their bodyes 
to reaſt in, and abyde theday- of reſlurreion . The bright- 
nes of this light was ſo great , that a certaine elderly man one 
of the bretherne who at that tyme with an other yonger man 
was in their chappell reported, that the beames thereof entring 
tratthe morning through the chinkes of the doores and win- 
dowes, dydiemeto baſs all brightnevof the day lighte.' | + 
How alitleboy dieng in the ſame monaſteriecalled acertaine yirgin 
that ſhould folowe him , and howe an. other virgin at her departing 


dyd lee a part of thelightto come. 
009% Nee Hh The.$. Chap. 


THere was inthe ſame monaſterie a child abowt three 
| you olde;ornot paſt,named Efiea , which bycawleof 
his age beingyeta very infant,was wont to be rev a 
vp in this howlſe of virgins that were dedicated ro God,and to 
be occupied/ int meditation among them , "This childe being 
ſriken with the forelayd plage, when he came to thelaſt pan- 
ges of death cryed owt, and ſpake to one of theſe holy virgins 
of Chriſte,;naming her as if ſhe were preſent by her! owne na- 
me, Eadpit, Eadgit,Fadgit,and therewithall ended this tempo» 
rall lyfe, and entred into lyfe eternal}. But that virgin which 
he called at his death, ſtraight way in the place where ſhe was, 
being taken with the ſame tickenefſe , the very ſame daye that 
ſhe was ſo called,;was taken owr of this lyfe, and followed him, 
that had called her, to the kinigdome of heauen , Moreouer a 
certaine one of the {ame handemaydes of God being taken 
with the ſayd diſeaſe and nowe browgheto thelaſt point , be- 
gan ſodaynly. abowt midmght to crye to: them that dyd kepe 
and watch@her,defiring them'to put owt the candle that _ 
3  TNRcTrE 
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there burhinge. ; And when ſhe had ofte tymes {o called vn- 
tothem, and'yet none of them wonld doo as ſhe bad them I 
knowe,quoth ſhe atthe laſt, that ye thinke me thus to/ſpeake, 
as if Lwere not 1n my right mynde.But doo ye 'well knowe 
that-I ſpeake not. {6,.., For tell yowe very truly ,chat I ſee 
this howle fylled withe ſo great a light, that that candell of 
yours ſemeth to me altogether dym and withowrlight.. And 
when none of them dyd yet awn{were vato thele {ayingesof 
ber, nor followe her bydding , well, quoth ſhe againe , ler that 
candell ſtand burning as1ong as ye lyſt, But yet knowe ye 
well,that theſame 1s not my bghte . For my lighte ſhall come 
vato me when the morning beginneth to drawe nere , (| And 
therewithall ſhe began to'rell, that a cercaine man. of God ap+ 
pered vnto her,which dyed the lame yere,and ſayd to her, that 
when the morning drewe nere ſhe ſhould departe hencetothe 
everlaſting lyghte . Thetruth of whiche vifhon was ſo tryed 1... 
and proucd by the death of the mayden , abowr. the appenng --* 
of the day light. L ort1, 9 


What figneswere ſhewed from heauen, when the mother of chat 
company departed this world. | 
COCHIN PF The 9; Chap. | I 
NT OWE when the godly woman Edilburge mother of 
theſe holy profeſſed Nonnes ſhould alſo be taken out of 
this world , a wonderfull vi{1on- appered to one of the 
ſiſters whoſe name was Thoritbgid,the which had now many 
yerss continewed in the ſame monaſterie, and alwayes was di- 
ligently occupied in ſeruing God with all humilitie and ſince» 
ritie, and in: helping 'the ſaid mother to kepe good orderand 
diſcipline,with en{trudting or correfting the. yonger fort. The 
vertue of which woman,thatir might,as the Apoſtle faieth, be — 


ivatjiſelti infirmitie,ſhe was ſodainly taken witha very.gree* © 
 uouſetic 


keneſle of body,and was therewith-very {ore torme- 
ted by the ſpace of ix.yeares, through the mercyfull ponpen. 
| HH & © 
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$inne our Of O87 redemer,to this end, that whatſo euer ſpot ofdefilinge 


manerof yers. Which thing being done , 
deuorion 
vied Con 


pz finne had through ignorance ornegh any thing long re- 
= mainedin her Aa her vertnes F oe ol be Sarkent out 
by the fire of long mbulation. This ſame woman on a certaine 
might , when the day light began a licle-to appere , as ſhe wene 
out ofherchamber that ſhe abode in,ſawe plainly as it were a 
corſe, brighter than the tonne , wound vp in a ſhete and caried 
vpward trom the dortery where the {iſters were wont to rea- 
Re.And as ſhe diligently marked what it ſhoulde be that drewe 
vp this viſion of Ke oliriet body which ſhe behelde , ſheſa- 
we as it were certaine cordes brighter than gold , which drewe 
it yp ſo hye,till irwas taken into the open FS , andthan 
ſhe could ſee it no longer. Which viſion when ſhe thought v- 
pon with her ſelfe,ſhe douted no whit, but ſome perſon of that 
company ſhould dye ſhortly, whoſe ſoule ſhould be lifted vp 
to heauen by the good workes it had done, cuen as by golden 
cordes. Which thing bappened ſo in dede.For not many dayes 
after,the mother ofthas couent,for the loue that God bare her 
was deliuered out of the priſon of this fleſh. Whole life was 
certainly ſuch, that no man which knewe it,can dout,but that 
the entring in to the heauenly manſion was open vnto her go- - 
ing outof this life. There was alſo in the ſame monaſtene a cer 
taine holy Nonne , both noble for the dignitie of this world, 
and more noble for the loue that ſhe had of the-world to co- 
me. he which many yercs was ſo bercafte of al vie of herlim- 
mes,that ſhe was not able ſo much-as to moue one parte of her 
bodye.This Nonne when ſhe knewe that the body of the reue- 
rend Abbeſle was brought and layed in the churche vnll it 
ſhould be buryed,defired that ſhe night be caried thither , and 
be layd by the ſame.,, bowing downe as folke doo at their pra- 
* ſhe ſpaketo the Abbeſle as if 
ſhe had bene aliue and deſired her to obtaine of the mercye of 


Raxcias the piriful Creatour,that ſhe might belouſed and rid of ſo.gre- 
4 : « at 


| On 
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at and ſo longs tormentes. And nor long after her petition was holy doe 
heard and graunted:for xy . daycs after ſhe was taken out of rambe of 


this life alſo,and reccaned everlaſting rewarde in —_— IDES 
thoſe temporall aflictions . Nowe when Torichgid the fore- 35S . Hie- 


fid handmayd of Chriſte had lyued thre? yeare more aftetthe 4.4. in 
death ofthe Abbefle, ſhe was fo far pyned away with the hic- _ of 
keneſſe that we ſpake of beſore;that the ſkyn and bones did wrizen by 
feant cleaue rogether.And at laſt the time of her departing be- tim- 

ing nowe at hand, ſhe con!d not only {tyr none of all her lim- AG 
mes,but was ſpeachelef{e and could not moue her congue. In 
which cale as his lay three daics and as wany nightes , fodainly 
being relicued with a ghoſtly viſion , ſhe opened her mouthe 
and eyes,and looking vp to heauen begi thus to ſpeake to the 
viſion which ſhe (awe. Thy cormminge is to me moſt joyfull, 
and thou arte hartely wellcome. And when ſhe had fo fayd, 
ſhe hel.| her peace a lidle,as 1t were abyding for an aunſwere of 
him whome ſhe fawe and {pake to. And thenas it were alitle 
angerly ſhe faycd againe: I cant not gladly ſuffer this. And 
ſtraigh holding her peace a litle , ſhe ſpake the third tyme 
and fayd:If it may not by any meanes be to day; I beſeche the 
chat the meane time be not longe delayed: wherewith holding 
her a litle as ſhe had done before , ſhe ended and conclu- 
ded hertalke :hus. Andifit befully ſo appointed, and that 
this ſentence and order can notbe changed, 1 beſeke' thee that 
there be no-more but only this next night betwene . After 
which wordes , being demaunded of them thatſate about her, 
to whom ſhe ſpake,forſoth,quoth ſhe,to may moſt dere mother 
Edilburge. Whereby they vaderſtode ſhe.came to. bringe. her 
word that the time of her paſsing hence was nye. For cuenas,” 
ſhe made requeſt,after one day and one nighe potty , the was: 
deliuered both of the bond of the fleſh , and of her ſickeneſle, 


and entred into the ioyes of eternall bleſſe. 
How a certaineblynd woman praying urthe Churchyard of the ſa- 
me monaſterie, reccaucd her fight, 
4 HH 3 The 10.. 
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N che and office of Abbeſſe ®: Edelarg facceded pay land 
| ich plac of God named Hildilhid,the which many oi 
euen till , very great and extreme age , gougrneg the fame 
monaſterie exceding diligently | bothe i in keping of regulas 
diſcipline and order, ' and Sl; in prouiding fc thinges as ap» 
perteined to daily ws, This woman, bicaule of the ſraightneſ(+ 
le of the place _— the monaſtene was built, thought good 
to haue . bones of the holy monkes and handmaydes. of 
Chriſt which were there buried , taken vp and remoued all to 
the churche of the bleſſed marker of God,and there to be bu+ 
ried and laid in one place. In which place howoften the brigh- 
tenes of the heauenly light appered, wack often and howe gre- 
ata flagrant odour of a meruailoule fwete ſauour , and what 
other miracles were there ſhewed,who ſo wll knowand reade, 
he ſhal fyad the ſame aboundantly in that booke,ourt of which 
we haue taken thele thinges, Yet my thinke I can in no caſe 
let paſle a miracle of one,that was healed,which miracle(as the 
{ame booke declareth ) was wrought inthe Churcheyard of 
the ſayd religioule houſe. There dwelled an Erle Co pr 
wyfe had a certaine darkenes fodainly comen ouer her eyes, 
Bb gricfe whereof daily encrea(ing ſhe was {o farre troubled 
and moleſted therewith that ſhe could nor ſee any lidle lig hx 
Beko Ide atall. This lady remaining a {pace 1 in this blindneſle , it came 
how:2*: ſodainly to her mind on a time,that if ſhe were brought to the 
the faith mndnalldvia of the holy virgins,and there prayed at the reliques 


\...M of the Saintes,ſhe might receaue her ſight againe. And ſhe ma- 


curch is de no delay /till ſhe had ſtraight fulfilled that which ſhe had 
Falſe fair ONES cones 6 in her.mind, For being lead by her maydes to 
20 proce. the monaſterie (being hard by adioyning ) where ſhe had full 
'  belefetobe holpe and healed, he was ſtraight brought intothe 
churchyard.And as ſhe praied ther fora {pace on her knees, her 
R__ was heard and obtained anon, For nſing vp from her 


Xt | pray ay 
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prayer before ſhe went our of the pldce,ſhe receaued the bene- 
fir of her ſight that the ſought. And where ſhe was lead thither 
by the handes of her waytin [bros went 10yfully home Nerethe 
by herſelfe without any guide : ſo that ie might- ſemethat ſhe "#853 
had loſt the light of this world only for this end,that ſhe might de. . 
ſhewe by her healinge, what and howe great the light is that 
Chriſtes Saintes hauo in heauen,and what grace of power and 
vertue. 1 

How Sebbi king of the fame prouince ended his lyfe in monaſti- 
call conucriation. 

The.y1. Chapter, 


T that time,as alſo the foreliyd booke ſhewerh,there 
 raigned ouer the Eaſt Saxons a mat very deriout and 
® godly named Sebhi,of whome we made mention ab- 
bt was very much geuen to exerciles of religion , and 
vertu,to much and often praier, and to charitable almeſdedes, 
eſteming the ſolitarie and monaſtical life before all the rycheſ- 
& and honours of a kingdome.Which kinde of lyfe he had ta- 
kert long time before,and ginen vp his kingdome had not the 
fel fewilled mind of his wit refuſe! to ſeparate from him:And 
therfore ſome men thought (as it had bene often (ayed) thata 
man of fuch a nature and well diſpoſed mind, was more mtete 
to be made a biſhop then'a ding Nowe when this ſouldiourof 
_ theecclefiaſticall kingdome had paſſed ouer xxx. yeres 1tyhis 
temporall reigne,at lenght he died . But firſt he admoniſhed 
his wife,that then at leaſt they ſhould wholly geue themſelues 
both togetherto ſerue God, whereas they could no lenger now 
enioye or rather ſerue the world together, Which thing when 
he had with much a doo obtained of her,he came to the bil-- 
ſhop of London named Waldher who' had ſucceded Ercon- 
<p x6 at his hand and blelfing receaued the habit of religi- 
.on, which he had long deſyred. 'To which biſhop he brought a 
great ſomme of mony to be beſtowed and gius to the poore,re: 


lerung, 
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ſeruing fothing at all for him (elfe , but rather deſyring to re-« 
maine poore1n ſpirite for the kingdome of heauen, And when 
he p the day of his death to beat hand, bicaule thefo- 
yd fickneſſe grewe on ſtill ypon him , for the pri 
haught coura bh he had, he beganto feare leaſt at his dea 
throughe the bitter pange of the ſame, he might hap citherto 
vtter with his mouth , or with ſome other part of his body 
doo any thing, that were not mete and comly for his perſon, 
And therefore he ſent for the biſhop of London, where he al- 
ſo then continewed,and deſyred him that at his departing and 
paſſing out of this world , there ſhould be no mo preſent but 
the biho himlſelfe, and two of his chapplens. Which thing 
when the biſhop had promiſed moſte gladly to doo,not long 
after , the ſaid man of God ſetting him elfe to flepe , fawea 
comfortable viſion, which toke Pom him all care of the fore- 
ſayd feareand ſhewed him moreouer on what day he ſhoulde 
ende this lyfe.For he ſawe(as heafter reported him elfe) three 
men.cometo him araied in bright ſhining clothing, and one = 
of them, while his felowes, that came with him , Rode by and 

alked how the ſicke man did whom they came to viſite , fate 
before his bed and {ayed,that his ſoule ſhould departe from the 
bodie both withourt pain,and alſo with greatlight and bright» 
neſle. And he farther alſo declared vato him that he ſhonld 
die the third day after. Both which things(as he learned by the 
viſion)were lo tulfilledin dede. For the third day enluyng 
when the 1x, houre was come , ſodainly- as if he. had fallen 
in to a ſofte (lepe he gaue vp the ghoſte without feeling any 
gnef at all. And whereas for the buriall of his body , they had 
. Prepared a tombe of ſtone when they began tolay his bodie 
1n it they found it to be Janger then the tombe by the quanti+ 
tie of an handbreadth, They hewed therefore the ſtone as 
much as they might,and made it }onger than it was abour ewo. 


fingers breadch,bur yet it could not receauc the bodie not ſo 
ney- 
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neyther . Whereu cauſe 1s di of burying him 

they were minded rar to ſeke an other oaks ard ting | 
might,to gather in the body by bowing of the knees, that fo it 
might be holden and receaued of the fametombe. Buta won- | 
derfull caſe happened, and not withowt the working of God 
- from heauen , the whiche kept them from doing any of thole 
thinges . For ſodainly,the byſhopp ſtanding by and the ſayd 
kinges ſonnea monke allo Sighard by name, which afterhum | 
raigned with his brother Fred and O a great company of 0- 

ther men, the very ſame tombeſtone was found to be of a fyt 
length for the quantitie of the bodie. Yeaand ſo much that 
at the head there might alſo a pillowe be layde betwene: and 
atthe fcete there remained in the tombebylydethe body about 
the quantitie of fowre fingers. And thus was he buried and La- 
yed in the Churche of the bleſſed dotour teacher of the gen- 
tiles $.Pawle,by whoſe good leſſons he being taught had Ge 


ned tolabour and longe for the ioyes of heauen. 


Howeatter Eleutherius, Headdi was made bithop of the weſt Sa- 
xons, atter Putta Quichelmus was made byſhop ot Rotcheſter, and 
after him Gebmund, and who were byſhops in Northumberland at 


that tyme. 
The 12. Chap. 
He fowrth byſhop of the weſtſaxons was Eleutherius, 
For the firſt was Birinws,the ſecond Agilbere, the third 
VVin . After the departure of kinge Cenwalch in 
whole raigne the ſayd Eleucherins was made Fn , certaine 
Lordes viurped the kingdome, and diuided it betwene them, 
andſo heldeit about x, yeres . In their raigne dyed this by- 
ſhop,and Headdy was putin his place, and conſecrated biſhop 
by Theodore inthe citicof Londen, In the time of whom be= 
ing byſhop , Cead walls dyd ouercome and put owt the layd 
urpours,and toke the kingdome to himſelte. And when he 
ſy 


had kept the ſame for the ſpace of two yeres,at laſt prickedand - 
w 


with the loue of the kingdome of heauen , he lcafte it, 
II hule 


Int, 


An. 677' 


An, 6701, 
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while the ſame biſhop dyd yet gouerne the dioceſe and wehit 
vnto Rome and there ended his lyfe, as it ſhalbe tolde more at 
large hereafter . Inthe yere of thincarnation of our Lorde 
677. Edilred kinge of the Marſhes or middleland engliſhmen 
came into kent with a terrible and fell hoſte,not only ſpoyling 
the countree, and profaning the churches and monaſteries 
withowt any reſpete of pitie or feare of God, but alſo ranſac- 
king with the ſame generall ruine the catie of Rocchefter, wher- 
of Putta was byſhop , howebeit at that tyme he was not there. 
Who when he heard hereof, that his Churche was ſpoyled, and 
all thinges taken away and ryftled,he went vnto Sexwolfe by- 
ſhop of the Marſhes , and receaued of him the poſleſsion of a 
certaine churche and alitle piece of grownd , and there ended 
his lyfe in peace and reaſt not taking any care art all for the re- 
ſtoring of his byſhopnicke, for (as we haue aboue {ayd) he was 
a man more giuen to ecclefiaſtical and ſpiritnal,than to warld- 
ly and temporall matters , Andſo he lued quietly and only 
ſerugd God in the ſame church, going ſometimes abrode,where 
he was defired,to teache verſes and hymnes of the churche, In 
his place dyd Theadere conſecrate Y/illiam biſhop of Rotche- 
ſer. Who not long after for ſcarcitie and lacke of thinges ne- 
cellanie departed fr6 the biſhopricke,and went his way | 686 
in whoſe place Th:odore ordeined Gebmund byſhop , The yere 
of thincarnation of our Lord 678.whiche was the viy . yere of 
the raigne of kinge Eexfrie , there apperedin the moneth of 
Auguit a blafing ſtar,the whiche continewed three moneths, 
nw 4 in the morninges , and gruing forth as it were an highe 
piller of a gliſtering flame, In which yere alſo throwgh a cer- 
tainedifſenſion that role betwene king Ecefride,and { moſte 
Reuerend byſhop YYilfride , the ſayd reuerend father was put 
owt of his byſhopnke,and two other appointed byſhops in his 


The dio- Place ouerthe prouince of Northumberlande , the onenamed 


Boſa to gouerne the Deires ,and the other named Eaza for the 
| Bernie 
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Bernices, which Eata had his ſee at yorke , and Boſaatthe Ca- vorke, 
thedral churche of Hagulftald or Lindyjarne which two men Cailele 
were both taken owt of the cloyſter of monkes and called ro ry + 
this degree. And with them alſo was Eadhed made byſhop o- 'Y 9% 
uer the prouince of Lindeſfar, which king Ecgfride had very Lincolae 
lately conquered of Y/ulfbere whom he ouercame in battaile b=< 
and putto flight. In which prouince this man was the furſt bi- 14. ge 
ſhop that they had of their owne, the next was Ediluine , the >hops 
third Eadgar, the fourth Emberth, who is there atthis preſent. ay 
For before Eadhed came they were in the dioceſe of byſſhopp 
Sexwolfe,wvho was bythop both of the Marſhes and the myddle 

engliſh , but nowe being put from the gouuernement of Lin- 

difſe he remayned only bithopp of che Marſhes. Theſe byſ- 

ſhops Eadbed, Boſa and E ata were colecrated byſhops at yorke 

by Theodore tharchebilhop, who alſo the third yere of //ilfri- 

des departing thence,ioyned vnto them two byſhops mo, Tric- 

bert at Haguſtald,Eata remayning at Lindeſfar , and Trumuin 

ouer the province of the Pictes, which at that tyme was ſubie&t 

to the dominion of the engliſh men. But bycauſe that Edilrede 
kinge of the Marſhes recoucred the ſayd countree of Lindiſſe 
againe, Eadbed came away thence , and was by Theodore made 
byſhop of the diocele of Rhyppon, 


Howe byſhop Wilfride conuerted the prouince of the Sowth Sa- 
xonsto Chrilt, 


The. 13. Chap. 
SE Hen V//iffride was put out of his byoprkg, 
he went and wandred in many places a longe 290% 
Y/a\tyme,andcameto Romeand from thence re- to the 
A gtourned into England againe. And thoughe ——_ 
bicaule of the dilpleaſure of rhe ſaid kinge,he 
could notgett into his owne diocele againe, 
yet he coulde not be kept from doing the office of preaching 


the gholpell, For be went his way to the prouince of the 
8 | II 3 © South 


Saſſes, 


cciued in 


Suſſex, 


Im Boſam 


amonakte ſed about with woddes and the {ea,and therein a v. or vy , bre- 
ne v#t0re therne ſeruing Godin humble and poore life, But none of the 
openly re- people there Fa giue them ſelues either to followe their lyfe, 
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South $ ax0ns,which from kent reacheth ſouthwarde and weſt- 
ward as far as the Weſt Saxons,contayning vy.M.tenementes, 
and was yet at that time lyuing in the paynimes lawe, Vnto 
them did he miniſter the i of Faith and baptiſme of falua- 
tion , The king of the ſame countree, whole name was Edil- 
Wwach was chriflened not long before in the prouince of the 
Marſhes,in the preſence and at the exhortanis of king Wulfhe- 
re.Who alſo at the fonte was his godfather,and in figne of that 
adoption gaue him-two-prouinces , that is toſay , the Ile of 
ml es the prouince of Maxwres , in the Weſt parte of En- 
gland.By the permiſsion therefore and great reioyling of the 
king,this bilhopp chriſtened the chiefe Lordes and knightes of 
the countree. And the reaſt of the people at theſ ame timeor 
lone after were chriſtened by the prieſtes Eappa , Padda, Bru- 
chelin,and 0idda. The Quene yr ee. Ehbba was chriſtened: 
in her Ile,which was in the prouince of the Viccians : for ſhe 
was the doughter of Eanfride who was Eanheresbrother,whi- 
che were both chriſten men,and all their people . Butall the 
prouince of the South Saxons had neuer before that time he- 
ard of the name of God nor the faith. Yet there was in the co- 
untree acertaine monke,a Scot borne-named Dical,which had 
a very licle monaſterie ina place called Boſanham, all compal- 


or heare their preaching.But when biſhop Wilfride came and 
preached the goſpel vnto them, he not only deliuered the from. 
the miſerie and perill ofeternall damnation, butalſo from an 
horrible morraine of this temporall death, For in three yeares 
before his comming to that prouince , it had not rayned one 
dropin all thoſe quarters. Whereby a very ſore famine came y- 
pon thecommon people, and deſtroyed them by hole heapes 


un moſt pitifull wyſe, In ſo much that it is reported, that diuer- 
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ſe and many times xl. orl.men ina company oy, wear ble fami- 
for hunger,would go together to ſome rocke or ſea and nein Sui 
there winging therrhandes in moſt miſerable fort, would caſt the faich 
themſelues all downe.;cither to be killed with the fall,or drow- *<<au«d- 
ned in theſeca.But on that yeryday on which the people recea- The firſt 
ued the baprifine and faith , there fell a goodly and plentifull Aane"'s 
ſhoure of raine , wherewith the earth floriſhed againe , and miracu- 
brought a moſt ioyfull and frurefull yere, with goodly greene '**** 
fieldes euery where. Thus their old ſuperſtition being layed 
away,and idolatrie blowen out and extinted , the hartes and 
bodies of them all did rejoyſe in the huing God: knowing that 
he which is the true God , had by his heauenly grace enryched 
them both with inwarde and outward giftes and goodes, For 
this biſhop alſo when he came into the countree , and ſawe {o 
great a plage of famine there, taught them to get their ſuſte- 
naunce by fy{ſhing . For the ſea and rivers there about them, 
had Po abundance of fyſh.But the people had no ſkill at all 
to fiſh for any thing els butceles And Nerafid they of the 
biſhops company gat ſomewhere a ſort of celenettes together, 
andcaſt them into the ſea,and ſtraight way by the helpe and 
grace of God they tooke CCC. fiſhes of diuerle kindes , The 
which they diuided into three partes, and gaue one hundredto 
poore folke,and an other to them of whom they had the net- 
tes,and the third they kept for themſelues, By the which bene- 
fit the biſhop tourned the hartes of them all much to loue him 
and they began the more willingly to hope for heaudly thi 
at his preaching, by whoſe helpe and ſuccour they receaued 
giftes and goodes of this worlde, At this time did Editwach gi- 
ue vnto the moſt reuerend biſhop Y/Yilfrid the land of kooxvyj. 
tenementes where he might =_ hn company that were ex1- 
les with him, The name of the place was Sec{:few, The whiche Selle. 
places c of the ſea round about ſauing on the welt; 
where it hath an entraunce intoit as brode as a man maycaſto 
airy ea TORR RG a ſtone 


firſt mona 
Kſcriein 
Suſſex 
now 
- brought 
to the 
faith, 


Miracles 


dSuſtcx, 


a ſtone with a (hinge. Which kinde of place 
Selſce the Peninſula,and in Greke Xxgpornowe, When biſhop VV: ufr had 
receaued this place,he founded a monaſtenie' there which he 


an the mos 
naiteric of 


>citce in 
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is in Latin called 


did binde to monaſtical life and rule,and did put therein mon< 
kes:namely {ome of them that he had brought with him. Whi- 
che monaſterie his ſucceſſours are knowen to holde and kepe 
vnto this day.For vntil the death of king Ecgbert,which was v. 
yeares {pace,he continewed ſtill in thoſe quarters in t ho- 
nour and reuerence among all men for his good deleruing; for 


he did the othce of a biſhop both in word and dede , And bi- 


cauſe the king with the poſſeſſion of the forſaid place had giue 


him allo al the goodes and demaynes of the ſame with the-gro- 
undes and men to,he inſtructed them allin the Chnſtian fai- 
the and baptiſed the al. Amog the which ther wer CCC, bond 
men and bondwemen , whome he did all not only deliver by 
chriſtening them from the bondage of the dewil, but alſo by g1- 
uing them their freedom,did loule them from the yoke of Go 


bondage of man. 


How by the prayer and interceſsion of Saint Oſwald the peſtilent 
mortalitie was taken away, 
The.14. Chapter, 


N this monaſterie att the ſame time there were ſhewed 
| cen giftes of heauenly grace by the holy Ghoſte, 

a5 in which place the tyrannye of the dewill being lately 
expelled,Chnit had newly begonne to taigne.One of which 
thinges wethought good to putin writing to be remebred he- 
reatter,the which indedethe moſt reuerend father Acca was 
ofte times wont to tell me,and affirmed that be had it ſhewed 
him of the bretherne of the fame monaſterie,a man moſt wor- 
thy to be credited; About the ſame very time that this prouin - 
Ccereceaued the name of Chrilt , a fore plage and mortalitie 
raigned in many prouinces of England , which plage by the 
pleaſure of Gods diſpenſation and ordinaunce when it tou- 
ched allo the forelayed monalierie, which at that time the molt 
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Reuerend and vertuouſe' prieſt of Chriſt Eappa did rule 
and gouerne, and that many bothe of them that came thither 
with the biſhop , and alſo of ſuch as had bene lately called to 
the faith in the ſame prouince of the South Saxons were taken 


bt "a, - 
© tt. 


daily our of this life,it ſemed good to the bretherne to appoint *** 
them(clues to faſte three daies and humbly to belekethe mer- the p 


cy of God, that he wold youtlafe to ſhew grace and mercy to- 
warde them, and deliver them from this perilouſe plageand - 
preſent deathe, or at leaſt when they were taken our of 
this world, to ſaue their ſoules from eternall damnation. The- 
re was at that time in the ſame monaſtene acertaine hitle bo- 
ye,that was lately come to the faith,a Saxon borne,which was 
taken with the ſame ſickenefle, and had kept his bed no fmall 
time. And when the {ſecond day of the ſaid faſting and pray- 
ing was nowe come,it happened that about vjj. a clocke1n the 
morning,as the boy was leafte al alone in the place where he 
lay ficke,ſodainly by the appointement of God there vowrla- 
fed to appere vnto him the moſt bleſſed twa chiefe Apoſtles 
S.Peter,and S.Paul.For the boy was of a very innocent and 
meke mind and nature, and with ſincere deuocion kepte the 
facramente of faith which he had receaued. In this vifion. the 
Apoſtles firſt ſaluted him with moſt gentle 'wosdes , ſaying: 
Fearenot,Sonne, the death, for which thou att ſo penſife: for 
we wil this day bring thee to the kingdom of heauen. Bur firſt 
thou muſt tary til the Maſſes be ſaid,and after thou haſt recea- 
' uedthy viageprouifi6, the body and bloud of our Lord,being 

ſo releaſed both of fickenes and death thou ſhalt be lifted yp #6 
the cuerlaſting 1oyes in heanen . Therefore doo thou call fer 
prieſt Epps vnto thee,and tell him, that our Lorde hath heard 
your prayers and denocion, and hath mercifully looked ypon 
your faſtinge,neuher ſhall there any one more dye of this pla- 
ge,citherin this monaſtene , orin any of the poſſeſſions that 


adioyne to the ſame,But as many as belonge toyouany moe. | 
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and |ye {icke,ſhall riſe againe from their ſickenes and be reſto- 
red to their, former health , ſaue only thow , which this daye 
ſhalt be deliuered from death,and be brought to heauen to 
viſion of our Lord Chriſt, whome thow haſte faithfully ſer- 
ued.Whuch thing it hath plealed the mercy of God todoo for 
you,through the interceſ{ion of the godly and dere ſeruant 
" of God king Olwald,which ſometime gouerned the countre 
of Northumberland moſt nobly both with the authoritie of 


this temporall kingdome,and allo in holyneſſe and deuotion 
of Chriſten pietie which leadeth to the euerlaſting kingdom, 
: Foron this very day the ſame king being bodely (laine in bat- 
taile of the infidelsand miſcreants was ſtraight take vp to hea- 
u< to theeternal ioyes of the ſoule,and felowſhip of the choſen 


andelete companies.Let them ſeke in their booke that haue 


thenotes of the —_— of the dead,and they ſhall fynd that 
he was tak& out of the world on this ſelfeday,as we haue ſayd, 


Maſſein Andtherforletthi ſay Maſſes and gene thankes that their pra- 


yeris heard,and tofor the memory of the layd king Olwald, 
which ſometime gouerned their nation. For therefore did he 
humbly pray our Lord for them,as being ſtraiigers and exiles 
of his people. And when all the bretherne are come together 
to the churche|let them all be houſelled and ſo fyniſh their fa- 
ſte,and refreſh their bodies with ſuſtenaunee. All the which 
wordes when the boy had declared to the prieſt —_ cal- 
led vnto him,the prieſt enquired of him, what maner of aray 
and lykenes the men had, which appeared vnto him. He aun 
ſweared,they were very notable and goodlyin their aray and 
countenaunces,and exceding ioyfulland beautifull, ſuch as he 
neuer had ſene before nor beleued that any men could be of 
ſo great comlyneſſe and beautie , The one was ſhauen like a 
prieſt,the other had a long beard. And they fayd, that the one 
of them-was called Peter and thother Paul,and that they were 
the miniſters and ſceruantes of our Lorde' and Sauiour _ 
Chri 
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Chriſt of whome they were ſent from heauen for the ſauin 
and defenſe of our monaſterie. Wherefore the pneſt beeoid 
the wordes of the boye,and went out by aud by and ſought in 
his booke of Cronicles , and found that king Oſwald was 
flaine on that very day. Then called he the bretherne together 
and commaundeddyner to be pgouided,and maſles to be fayd, 
and that they ſhould all communicat after the accuſromed ma- 
ner. Andalſo willed a parte of the ſameſacrifice of our Lordes 
oblation to be brought to the ſicke boye: which thinge ſo do- 
ne, not log after the boy died the very ſame day,and proued by 
his death , that the wordes were true which he had heard of 
Chriſtes Apoſtles. And this morouer gaue witneſle to his wor 
des,that at that time no creature of the ſame monaſterie 'was 
taken out of the world, _ him only.By which viſion ma- 
ny that might heare of the ſame , were meruaylowſly ſtyrred 
and enflamed,both to praye and call for Gods mercy in aduer- 
fitie, and alſo to vie the holeſome helpes ahd medicines of fa+ 
ſtinge. And from that ume notin that monaſterie only;bur in 
very many other places ts;the birthe day of the ſayd kinge and 
champion of Chniſt began yearely to be kept holy with maſ- 
ſes and deuout ſeruice moſt reuerently. 


Howe king Ceadwall flew Edilwach king of che Geniſſes, and wa- 
ſed that prouince with cruell death and ruyn. 
The.15. Chap. 


N this meanc time Ceadwall a valiant yonng man of the 
Teo blood of the Genifſes, being banny 

countre,came with an hoſte of men, and {lewe king Edil- pibcre. 
wach (of Sufſex )and waſted that prouince cruelly murdering 
and ſpoyling euery where. But he was ſone after driuen owt 
by two Capitaines of the kinges, Berchun, and A uthun , whiche 
from that tyme dyd holde and kepe the dominion of the pro- 
nince. The chief of whiche two , was afterward flaine of the 
lame Cradwall, being then kinge in theweſt countre and the - 

KK pro- 


from his Jr ries, 
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prouince ſubdued and ts, an into more greuoule ſubietion 
then it was before . Againe he that wr afrer Cead wall op- 
preſſed it with lyke milerie and _ a great many yeres., 
Whereby it came to ry that the people ( of Suſlex )in all that 
time could haue no biſhop of their own: but were faine, ( their 
firſt byſhop Y//ilfride _ callled home againe ) to be ynder 
thediocele of the byſhop of the Geniſſes which belongeth to: 


the, Y Veſt Saxons,as many as were in the territory of Sellce. 
Howe the lle of W yght receaued chriſten inhabitantes, in which: 
Ile two childerne of the kinges bloodas ſone as they were Chriſtened,, 


were ſlayne. 
The.16.Chap. 
\ Fter that Ceadwall had thus obtayned the kingdome 


of the Geuiſles or weſt Saxons , he tooke the Ile of 

Wight alſo, which was ſo all giuen tothe worſhipping 
of idols, that he entended ytterly to- bannyſh and dryue owt 
thence all the old natiue inhabitantes, and to put people of his 
owne countrein their place . For thowghe he was not yet at 
that rime chriſtened and regenerated in Chriſt him {elfe at it 1s 
fayd,yet he bownd him ſelfe with a vowe;, that if he tooke the 
Hand, he wold giue vnto God the fourth part therof and of all 
the pray. Which thing he ſo perfourmed,that biſhop /Vilfride 
happening to be there at that timea man of his own countree,, 
he gaue and offred the ſame ynto him to. the vie and ſeruice of 
our Lorde. The ſayd Iland conteyned , as the Engliſh doo rate 
it, M. cc. tenementes . Whereof was giuen tothe byſhop the 
poſſelsion of the land of ccc. tenementes. Whuche portion 
the Biſhop gaue and committed to one of his clerkes named 
Bernwini, his ſiſters ſonne, and appointed there toa prieſt na; 
med Hildila,to miniſter the worde and baptiſme of Ivf to all 
that would be ſaued . And here I thinke it not to be paſled 0- 
uerin filence , that for the firſt frutes of them that were ſaued 
_— in the ſame ile, two children of the blood. 
noyall being bretherne to Aruald king of the RAO 
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ned with a om grace of God.For when the ennemies came 

on the Iland, they fled and {caped ro the next province of rhe The Vites 
Vites. And there they gat to a place called Stoneſtat, hoping to Hite 
hyde themſelues from the face and fighte of the king thathad as the 
conquered their countree , but they were betrayedand fownd $252 
owt,and commaunded to be put to death . Which thing when 

a certaine abbat and prieſt named Crmberth had heard of whoſe 
monaſterie was not far from thence at a place called Revford, 
he came to the king which was than 1n the ſame parties, lying 
ſecretly to be cured of his woundes that he had taken fighting 
inthe lle of Wighte, and defired of him, that if he would nedes 
haue thechilderne put to death , yet they might firſt receaue 
theſacramentes of the Chriſtian fayth . The kinge graunted 
his requeſt,and than he tooke them and catechiled them in the 
ri ir ich of Chriſte, and waſſhing them withe the holeſome 
fonte of bapriſme , made them(ſure and in hyenye hope toenter 
into the kingdome euerlaſting . Anon after came the hange- 
man to put them todeath,which death of this world they 1oy 
fully toke,by the which they douted not but they ſhould patle 
to theeternall life of the ſoule. When after this order ili the 
prouince of great Britaine had receaued the faythe of Chri- 

ſte, the Ile of Wight receaued the ſame alſo : in whiche not- 
witſtanding bicauſe of the miſcrie and Rate of forayne ſubie- 

Qton, no man tooke thedegree of the miniſterie and ow of 

a bylſhopp , before Daniel , who nowe is byſſhopp of the weſt 

Saxons and of the Geuifles. The fituation of this Ile 1s 

ouer againſt the middes of the South Saxons and Genifſes , the Sufſer 
ſea comming betwene,of the breadth of three myles, which ſea ology 
15 called Solent:1n which,two armes of the Ocean ſea,that bre- 

ake out from the maine north ſea about Britanie , do dayly 

mete and violentlyronne together beyond the mouth of the 

nuer Homelea,vwhich ronneth along by the countree off the | 
Vitesthat belong to the prouince of the Geniſſes,and ſo entreth 
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into the foreſaid ſea. And after this meting and ſtriuing toge» 
ther of the two ſeas , they goe backe and flowe againe into the 


Ocean from whence they came . 


Of the Synode made at Hetdfield, Theodore the Archebiſaop being 
there preſident, 


The17. Chap, , 


Fhotebs T this time Theodore hauing worde that the faith of the 
yr err church at Coſtantinople was {ore troubled through the 
ag hereſie of Emtiches, and wiſhing that the churches of the 
engliſh nation ouer which he gouuerned might continew free 
and clere from ſuch a (por, gathered an aflemble of Renerend 
prieſtes and many doctours,and enquired diligently of eche of 
them, what faith they were of, where he found one conſent and. 
agrement of them all in the catholique faith. Which conſent 
he procured to ſet forth and commende with letters ſent from: 
the whole Synode for the inſtruction and remembrance of the 
aftercommers,the beginning of which letters was this . In the 
name of our Lord and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt ,and in the raignes 
of our moſt good and yertuoule Lordes , Ecg fride king of the 
Humbers,the x.yere of his raigne,the viy. yere of the Indicti« 
on , and thexvy. day of September , and Edilrede king of the 
Maſher in the yj.yeare of bis raigne,and Aldulphe king of the 
Eſtengliſh,in the xvip . yere of hus raigne , and Lothar king of 
kent , in the vij, yeare of his raigne , being there preſident and. 
chief Theodore by the grace of God Archebithop of the Ile of 
Britanie,and of the citie of Caunterbury,and with him fitting 
in aſſemblee the other biſhops of the ſame land , moſt Reue- 
rend men and prelates, having the holy ghoſpelles ſer before 
them, at a placecalled in the Saxon tong,Hedsfield , after com- 
moning and conference together had thereuppon., we haue 
expounded and ſet fourth the right and true catholique faith 
in ſuch ſort as our Lorde Teſs being incarnate in this. woxlde 
deluwered it to his diſciples, which preſently ſawe and heard his 
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wordes and dodrine,and as the crede of the holy fathers hath 

leaftby tradition , and generally as all holy men , all generall 

Councells,and all the whole company of the authentiquedo- 

Qours of the catholique churche haue- taught and dehuered. 

Whome we following 1n good , dewe, ws , and rightbele- - 

uing maner ,. according to their doctrine inſpired into-them 

from God do profeſle and beleue , and ſt ly do conteſle 

with the holy fathers,the Father, and the Sonne , and the holy 

ghoſte moſt verily,and in true and formall proprietie,the Tni- 

nitie tn the ynitic of one ſubſtance and the vnitiein Trintye, 

that is tofaye,one God in three perſons, of one ſubſtance , and 

of equill glorie and honour.And after many like thinges per- 

tainang to the confels1on of the right faith , the holy Syno- 

de dyd alſo adde to their letters , thele thinges folowing . We 

baue receaued the fiue holy and generall Synodes of the blel- 

ſed and derebeloued fathers of God , that 1s to ſaye., of CCC, 

xV11j. which wer aſsebled at Nice,againſt che moſt wicked and 
blaſphemous Arrivs,and his opinions. An4 of Cl. at Conflan- Tha _ 
zinople againſt the madeneſſe and fond ſee of Macedonizs and councels 
Eudexing,and their opinions, Andat Epheſus the firſt time , of pe—_ 
CC.againſt the moſt wicked N. eflorins,and his opinions. And conſent of 
at Chalceds,of CCxxx.againſt Emtiches and Neftorixs and their Tice 
opinions, And at Conſtantinople the ſecond time where was af- abaurtoa 
ſembled the fifte Councell in. the time of the emperour [uſti- \,g.” 
man the yonger, againſt Theodore-and Theodorete and Ibe, 

and their epiitles and ther opinions, And a litleafter againſt 
Cyrill. Alſo. wereceaue and admit the Synode made at the cine - 
of Rome in the time of the moſt holy and bleſſed Pope Mar- 
tin,the vijj.yere of the Indition, and the ix . yere of the moſt 
godly and good Emperour Conſtantine. And we worſhip and They. 
| our Lorde lelus Chriſtin ſuch ſort,as theſe men hauc 
done,adding or diminiſhing nothing:and we accurſe with hart 
and mauth them'whome thele fathers haue accurſed,and who- 
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me they haue reccaued,we receaue,glorifyeng God the father 
without beginning,and his only begotten 7 Jar , begotten of 
the father before all ages and times,and the holy ghoſt proce- 
ding of the father and the ſonne in vnſpeakeable wiſe , accor- 
ding as theſe aboue mentioned, holy Apoſtles, and 

"7 - doRours haue preached and taught. And all we, that with 
Theodore the Archebiſhop haue ſet forth and declared the ca- 
tholique faith,do hereunto ſubſcribe with our owne handes. 


How Iohn the Chantour ofthe ſea Apoſtolique came into En- 


glande to teache his ——_— 
A decrees of the catholique faith a moſt reuered man 
named Thon,rthe chick Chantour of S . Peters churche 
and abbot of the monaſterie of $ . Martyns , whiche was co- 
me of late from Rome by the commaundement of Pope Aga- 
tho , hauing for his guyde the moſt reuerend Abbot Þilep 
{urnamedBenedif , of whome we ſpake before . For when 
Inthis.? the ſayed BenediF had buylta monaſterie in England , inthe 
Bede was honour of the moſt beſled chief of thapoſtles S, Peter by the 
brought mouth of theriuer Were, he came to Rome as he had ofte bene 
wont to do before with his felowe and helper in the ſame 
worke Ceolfride, (who after him was abbot ofthe ſame mona- 
ſterie)and was receaued moſt honourably of Pope Agatho of 
privilege worthy memorie,of whome he delyred and obtained for the 


me for Warrant and aſſurance of the libertte of the monaſterie that he 
the liber- had erected, a letter of privilege confirmed by the authoritie 


—_— Apoſtolique in ſuch forme as he knewe the will and graunt of 

king Ecgtride to be, by whoſeleaue,and liberall mofesof pol- 
ſelfion and land he had made the ſayd monaſtene. He obtai- 
ned alſo to haue with him, the foreſayd Abbot Ihon into En+ 
gland,to the entente he might teache in his monaſterie the 
yearly courle and order of finging,as it was in $,Peters at Ro- 


me 


e. 18. Chap. 
T this Synode there was preſent , and alſo confirmed 


— 
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me.And ſo the ſayd Abbot Ihon did,as ſone as he had comma- 
undemente by the Pope, both with his owne voyce-and pre- 
ſence teaching the chantours and f1nging men of the fared Orderof 
monaſtery the order and forme of finging and reading:and al- inging 
ſo putting in writin thoſe thinges that appertained to the ce- the ſervi- 
lebration of highe feaſtes and holy dayes forthe whole copal- Re. 
& of the yere. Which things of his writing haue bene hither- 
to keptin the ſame monaſtery,and are now euery wher copied 
out hy diuerſe.. And the ſame Ihon did not only teache 
brethren of that monaſterie, but ſuch as were ſkalled in ſonge 
came together to here him.almoſt fromall the monaſteries of 
the ſame prouince. And many to did earittſtly delyte and en- 
treat him in ſuch places where he taught rocome to them-him: 
ſelfe.Belide this office and (kill to teache ſynging and reading 
he had alſo-an other charge incommaundement from'the Po- 
pe Apoſtolike, which was that he ſhould diligently learne of Thetes 
what faith the churche of England was,and bring worde the- tid gt. 
, reof at his retourne to Rome. For not lon Tofore there notholi-- 
had ben kepte at Rome a Synod by the holy Pope Mear= ** 
tin,of the conſent of.Cy.biſhops againſt them principally,that 
preached one only working and will in.Chniſte, Which-Syno- 
de he brought with hah , and gaueit to be writenand copyed. 
outin the le d monaſterie of the moſte vertuouſe t 
BenediA.For ſuch.men had at that time very fore troubled the _. 
faich of the churche of Conflantineple but by the goodnes and. 7 2 
* gyfte of our Lorde they were anon eſpied out and conuited Formed 
at the ſame time, Wherefore A gatho = Pope nunding as in > 5 wag 
ether prounces,ſoalſo in England to be: enformed what the © hr 
Churche was,and howe clere it was fromthe peſtilent conta» lik 1p. 
gions of heretikes,commutted this charge and buſynes. to+the 3: 4%x- 


moſt Reuerend Abbot Ihon being nowe appointed rogo tO BY b. or” 


England And therefore when the lynode , which weſpake of 
ore , was called together in England for this p 


urpole;, the: 


catho- 
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catholike faich was in them all found clere, ſownd,and yncor © 
rupted. And a copie of the ſame was geuen him to carie to 
Rome.Butin his retourning homewarde , not long after he 
paſſed the ſea,he fell ficke by the way and died. His body for 
the loue of S. Martin ,whoſe monaſterie he gouerned , was by 
his frendes broughtvnro Tours , and raed, or honorably. 
For as he went toward England he was gentelly ceceaued and 
lodged in that churche, and deſired earneſtly of the bretherne 
ther that whe he retourned to Rome, he wold came that way, 
and lodge with them , Finally he coke with him from thence 
certaine to helpe and ſuccour him both in his tourney,and alſo 
in his bulynes that he was charged withall: who alchoughe he 
thus died by the way , yet neuertheleſle the copic of the Ca- 
tholique faith of England was brought to Rome,and receaued 
moſt gladly and ny ully of the Pops apoſtolike,and of al that 
heard orread the ſame, 


How quene Edildred contineweda perpetuall yirgin, whoſe bod 
could not be corrupred, nor rot in her tombe. "REI , 


4 The. 19. Chapter. 
Tag Ee fride tooke to: wife a woman named Edildride 


\ the doughter of Anna king of the Eaſtengliſh,of whom 
we hane ofte made mention, a min meruailouſe godly 
and in al _ notable for vertu both of thought and dede. 


Oo 


This ſayd woman had bene wedded to an other man before 
him, that is to ſaye;re the prince of the South Giruians named 
Tonbert.But he died a litle after he had maried her,and then ſhe 
was geuen to wife to the forefayd kinge. With whome ſhe 1- 
ued x1j.yeres,and yet remained continually a pure and glon- 
ous virgin, eaen as biſhop Wilfrid a man of blefſed memorie 
did ſhewe me enquiring of purpoſe of the matter, bicauſe ma- 
ny: did doubte thereof, and faied vnto me that he coulde 
of all men be a very ſure witneſle of her virginztie, for ſo much 
as kinge Ecp frid promiſed to geue him landes and much mo- 
lng 
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he; coulde perſuade the quene to vie his companie, - 
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though yet he knewe well that ſhe loued no man in the world 
more then him. Andiris not to be myſtruſted | bur that the 79%" 
ſame thinge may be done in our time alſo which , hathe bererepor 
ben ſomerime done 1n times paſte as trewe hiſtories do wit- —— 
neſſe , whereas one and the ſame lorde geueth the grace; ®'(ruſted 
which promileth roabyde with vs ynto the end of the world. Ogg 
For belyde this, the figne and token of the dinine miracle , in 

that the fleſh of the ſame virgin buryed could not becorrupted 

and putrefied,doth well ſhewe, that ſhe lyued alway vncorru 

ted and vntouched ofany man . Azgaineit is well Spaeyy 
beſowght the king very much and a.long time, that ſhe mighte 

forſake the cares of the world,and haue leaue to go into amo- 
naſterie,and ther- only toſerue Chriſt the true king . Which 

when ſhe hadat laſt obrayned,ſhe entred into the monaſterie 

of Abbefſe Ebbe,who bare a good aftetion to kinge Ecgfride. yon, 
The monaſterie ſtandeth in a towne called Colud:, and the a- coſecrated 
forelayd byſhop / Yilfride gaue her the veale and habit of a files 
nonne. Within a yere after whiche, ſhe was herſelfe made an 

Abbeſle in the ile of Ely in which place there was built a mo- 

naſtery of virgins dedicated to God, amonge whom ſhe began 

to be a very good mother and virgin bothe 1n examples and al- 

ſo good leflons of heanenly lyfe. Of her it isfayd , thatafter 

the timethat ſhe went to the monaſtene,ſhe wold neuer weare 

any lynnen but only wollen clothes , and ſeldome waſh her- 

ſelfe 1n warme bathes , faue againſt folemne highe feaſtes , as 

Eaſter, whitſontyde,or twelferyde , and than would ſhe be the * 

laſt of all , and with her owne handes and helpe of her hande- 

maydes wold firſt waſh the reaſt of Chriſtes virgins that were 

there. Very leldom alſo excepte on high feaſtes or for great ne- 

ceſſitie dyd the eate more than anſe a day, and that continual- 

ly,on lefle a greater feblenefle dyd let her . From the rime 

of the firſt comming to prayer together vnrill the ryling of 

| theday ſhe abode in the Churche ſtill continewing ar her 


LE pra- 
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prayers. And there are that ſay,that by theſpirite of prophecie 
ſhe dyd foretell both the peſtilence wherof the ſhould dye her- 
ſelfe, and alſo did openly in all their preſence declare the nom- 
ber of them that ſhowld be taken from this world owt of her 
monaſterie. She was take away to our Lord in the mids of her 
company ſeuen yeres after ſhe was made Abbeſſe . And as ſhe 
her {elf had willed,ſhe was buryed in a tombe of wood in none 
other place than in the myds of them in ſuch order and fort as 
ſhe departed . After whome ſucceded her fiſter Sexburg in the 
office of Abbeſſe,which woman Earcombert king of Kent had. 
had to wyfe. And when Edildride had lyen buried xy}. ye- 
res,it ſemed good to herſayd fyſter nowe Abbeſle, to haue 
her bones taken vpp, and put in a newe tombe , and remoued. 
nts the churche. Whereupon ſhe wylled certaine of the bre» 
therneto ſeke a ſtone, whereof they mighte make a tombe for 


Theile of this purpoſe, And they taking ſhip ( for the countree of Eelye 


Kelye, 


4 


15 round abowt compaſled with waters and fennes , nor hathe: 
any great ſtones for fich urpoſes ) came toa certaine litle ct- 
tie leafte deſolate and vnhabited , the which was not far from 
thence, and in the englyſh tonge is called Graxdchefter , and 
ſtraight way they found by 'the walles of the citie a tombe of 
white marble ready made very fayre , and couered very trym 
and fyt with a couer of the ſame ſtone:wherby vnderſtanding 
that our Lorde hadd proſpered their tourney , they gaue him: 
thankes therefore , and browght it to the monaſterie. And: 
when the graue was opened and the body of the holy virgin 
and{pouſe of Chriſt taken owt into the light , it was found {o- 
cleane from corruption , as if ſhe had dyed or bene put in the 
ores the very ſamedaye, euen as bothe the aforeſayd by- 

op Wilfride, and many other that knewe it , beare wytneſle. 
Bur Cinfnide a certaine phifition , whiche was preſent by her 
bothe when ſhe dyed and when ſhe was taken owt of the tom= 
be, was wante of more certaing knowledge to tell , that when: 
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ſhelay ſicke ſhe had a very great ſwelling vnder her arme pit, 
andthey bad me,quoth he,to launce that ſwelling, thar the yll 
humour that was within might iſſue owr. Which whenT had 
done, for the ſpace of .two dayes after ſhe femed to be ſome- 
what better at caſe,ſo that ſome thowght that ſhe mighe be cu- 
red ofher grief. But the third day her former paynes tooke 
her againe, and ſtraight way was ſhe taken owt of the worlde, 
and chaunged all paine and death with health and life euerla- 
ſting. And when after ſo many yeres her bones ſhowld be 
taken owt of the graue, they ſpred a tent ouer the ſame,and all 
the company of the bretherne on the oneſyde , and ſyſters on 
' the other, ſtode round about ſynging and the Abbelle with a 

fewe other went in,to take vp and bring forth the bones , But 
{odainly we heard her within crye owt withe a lowde voyce, 
Glorie be to thename of God . And anon after , they called 
me in,opening theentraunce of the tente,where I ſawe the bo- 
dy of the holy virgin of God being taken out of the tombe, 
and lyeng on the bead like one that werea flepe. Then dyd 
they alſo open the couering of her face, and ſhewed me the 
-wound of the cut,that I had made, healed andcured, fo that in 
meruailous wyle in the place of the __ and gaping wound 
wherwith ſhe was buried there appered than bur litle ſmal'f1g- 
nes of the ſcar.Byſ1de this,all the lynnen clothes , wherein the 
body was winded appered hole and ſo newe , that they lemed 
to be put abowt thoſe chaſt lymnes but that very daye . And 
the reportis that when ſhe was gricued with the forlayd {wel- 


ling and paine of her cheeke bone and necke , ſhe tooke great 


ioye in this kind of diſeaſe, and was wont toſaye: I knowe 


moſt certainly,that I worthely doo beare this bourden of pai- 


are borne 


now a da- 
yes of lefle 


nein my necke,in which I remember that when I was a gyr- then kin- 
le,I did beare the ſuperfluoule and vyaine bourdens of tablet- *5<vil; 
tes and owches,and I beleue that the ſoucraine pitie of God yer no 

doth therefore ſend me this grief and paine in my necke, that 80! felx 


LE-2 he 


——— 
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he may ſo abſoyle and quit me from that gylte of vanitie and 
lighteneſſe, whereas nowe in ſtede of gold and pretious ſto- 
nes the read fire heate and burning ſwelling hreaketh out off 

+ThenP my necke.It happened alſo that by the touching of the ſame 
arclersra *Clothes wherein the corſe lay,both ſpirits were-driuen oute 
s Paules Of Certaine bodies poſicſied,and alſo other diſeaſes healed to- 
body hea- metiumes, And it1s laid,thatthe tumbe in which ſhe was firſte 
ke andex- Jayd and buried, did heale certaine that were pained in their 
petles Gi- eyes, which as fone as they ſet their head to the ſame tombe 
cap. 19. c, and prayed , ſtraightway had the griefe of cheir ſore or 
dymme eyes taken away . The body of the virgin was taken 

and waſhed,and laydin newe clothes , and ſo caried into the 
churche,and put in the other rombe that was brought, where 

1t15 kepte vnto this daye,and 15 had in great reuerence , The 

{aid tumbe,founde ready made, was ( not without a miracle}. 

{o apte and fyt for the virgins bodie,as1f it had bene of purpo- 

le mM and cut out for her,the place alſo of the head was ma- 

= de by it ſelfe ſeuerally , and ſemed to haue bene fatlhioned as 
bridge ſhe tuſte as could be for che bygnetle of her head . This countree 
ys of Ely 1s 1n the prouince of the Eaſt engliſh zand conteyneth. 
about CC.houtholdes,and is compaſſed on eche {yde , as we 

have ſaid, lyke an land , round about with either fennes os 
waters. And therefore of the eeles which are plenntully taken 

in thoſe waters,it hath his name. Inthis Ile this ſayd handma- 

yde of Chriſt defired to haue a monaſterie, bicaule,as we fayd 


before, ſhe came of the nation and bloud of the Eaſt cnglith, 
An hymne of the {ayd virgin, The.:a. Chap. 


—# He occaſion ſemeth conuenient to putin this hiſtorie 
| an hymne of virginitie , which many yearcs paſt we 
made in-meter,in the lawde and prayſe of the ſayde 
Quene and virgin,which is in dede therfore verely a Queene, 
for that ſhe is the ſpoule of Chriſt. And herein we ſhall follo- 
we the cuſtome afihs holy ſcripture in the hiſtorie whereof « 
4 HR many 
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many ſonges and pſalmes are put in amonge, which were(as is 
well knowen)made1n meter and verſe, 


A ſong or ſonnetin praiſe of virginitie and 
in the honourot S, Edildred. 


0 God,o plerionfe Trintie,in whome all rule doth alway flande, 

0 gioroep God,all one tn three , ayde thou the thinges we take mm 
hand. 

Of wars let Vireils verſe endite, ſino we the pleſant frutes of peace: 

+ eneas Gobethe Ve wrt * brifts wa rb ler ape ceaſe. 

My verſe u chaſt,zt s not made,to tell of ſynfull H _ flelth, 

My verſe # chaſt,ſuch wanton. trade, write they that liue in wan- 
ton welth. 

Of heautly giftes to ſpeake T long,not of thaſſaults of rumonus Troy: 
Of heauenly gifres ſhalbe my ſong the which the earth dothe nowe 
enioye. 

Behold hi he God commes from aboue , the virgins pure wombe to 
wee (endbeſſe. 
Behold high God commes for mens loue,them to redeme from death 

A mayade mother bringes fortha childe,who 6 the father of al that is, 
Borne 15 a on of amayden myld, Marie the gate of God and blys. 

The bleſſed flocke in ber delight,mayd and mother of the Deitie, 


The blefied flocks moſt pure and bright , in pure and chaſt virgi- | 


mie. | , (bowe 
Her worthineſſe hath made mo ſpring, of this chaft yirgin floc ke and 
Her worthineſie doth Fry gh Virgin fa to bud and 
blowe. 
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Sou wyde hath flowed in ſuch triumphing aftes of ſober harts, 
The world wyde hath flowed in much Jo ue of ike chaſte and ſober 
artes, 
A Lick our dayes with one are bleft,a noble virgin verike, 
Our Edildride doth ſhine addreft with like bright perfit puritie, 
Of royall ſpirite and flocke ſhe came , her father 4 famouſe worthy 
Her royall ſpirite and noble name,was much more noble in God 
She had alſo the ſoueraintie of ( ucene and reigne terreſtrial 
But ſhe had an higher maieſtte of raigne and blyſit _—_ 
O virgin bright what ſekft thee a man,which haſt already ihy/po uſe 
aboue? (and lowe. 
V Vhat other huchand ſekfl thee than, Chriſt s thyne only ſpouſe 
T thinke that thou herein mighſt do0,a5 dyd rhe mother of the hea- 
uenly king, (ke thing. 
That thou both yyfe and virgin t00,ighſt be ike her in that 1l- 
For when his ſpow/e of God bad paſt,xij. yeres in ſecular life and 
raigne, 
Thi ouſe of God herſelſe did haſt in life monaflicall to remaine. 
PV Vher ſhe to heauen wholly bent,floriſht in vertues many and bye 
Fri thice her ſoul to beaut went,to which ſhe did her wholly apply. 
T his virgins body pure in ground had lyen the ſpace of xv1.yere 
Yet was the ſame as fweie and ſound ,as when u firſt was layed on 


bere. wg 
0 Chrift this was thy worke moſt true , the very clothes about t 
0 Chrift, were faire and hole and newe, long time on them bad loft 
his force, 
The dropſy che that foul diſeaſe,theſe holy ſhrouds did heale and cure 
And diverſe had by the their eaſe,of ſundrie griefi they did endure. 
The furiouſe fend that erft beguyld,our mother Euemaliciouſly 
This fend fo fell a virgin myld did put to flight vioriouſly. 
Li bride of God ſee and behold hat honour in earthe zo thee done 1s 


0 pouſe 
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0 ſpouſe of Chriſt « thouſand folde 1 done thee more in heauts 
The teif thou doeft poſbeſſe , a bride full bright far thy = 


ome, 
The 1oyfull gifte that nener ceſſe,lo Chriſt him ſelfe to thee ts come. 
And thouto him — oeft ſing with were and tuning 'voics 
To him with hymnes and harmony,new and ſwore ſpouſe thou doeft 
reioyce. 
Thelabes high throne and copany follow thou (halt for ener and ener. 
His loue and bonde is ſuch to thee, noman there fro ſhall thee diſ- 


ever. 
How biſhop Theodore made peace betwene the two kinges Ecgfrid: 


and Ediltride. 


The. 21. Chapter. 


i it- ix. yere of the raigne of Ecp fride a battaile was 
fought berwene him., and Edilfride king of the Mar- 
ſhes,by the river of Trent in which was Line Elbume 
king Ecg frides brotherayog mi of about xvuj.yeres ajnind 
very well beloued of both the countnes. For aſyſterof his na- 
med Ofthride was wife vnto king Edilred. And whereas hereu- 
pon there ſemed to ryſe an occaſion and matter of war 
and longer enmitie betwene the two kings,and the fierſe peo- 
ples, Gods derebeloued biſhop Theodore truſting in the helpe 
of our lord did by his holeſome exhortation, veterly quenche: 
the fyre of ſo great a perill begonne, in ſuch ſorte that the kin- 
ges and people beinge pacihed on both fydes , the lyfe of 
no man periſhed for the death of the kinges brother , but: 
only a dewe amercement of mony. was geuen and payd tothe: 
other kinge for amendes . The bondes of which peace did. 
alonge time after endure betwene the {ayd kinges and their 
dominions, 


How the fetters ofacertaine priſoner were lowſed,, when maſſes- 


The.zz. Chapter 'T 


. were longe for him, 


In 


An ecxam- 


the cofr- 


matio of 
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N the foreſayd battaile in which was ſlaine king Elbuine,a 
certaine notable thing and wel knowen of many, hap- 

| pened , which we in no wiſe may leaue yntolde, books 

for the profit of the reader and for the glory of God. 

In the battaill aboue mencioned among other of the foul- 

diers a certaine yonge man named Imma was left for dead: 

which whenhe had all chat day and night following lyen 
among the bodies of the ſlayne men,lyke as he had bene dead 
alſo,at laſte receaued ayre and breath and reuiued againe , and 
late vp,and bound his woundes him ſelfe, as well as he could 
reſting himſelf a litle. Afrerhe aroſe vp and begi to go his way 
ſeeking where he might fynd ſome Cade r# {ce to him and 
helpe him. Burt as he fo d1d, he was found and taken of his ene- 
maes of the other campe, and brought vnto their Lord , who 
was an Erle ſubictte to king Edilred. Of whome being dema- 
unded,what he was, he feared to cofelle that he was a fouldier, 
and thought better to anſwer that he wasa poore huſband 
man' of the countre, and one that had wyte and children, 
and that he cameforth with ſuch other as he was to bring vit- 
tailes tothe ſouldiers.But for all this the ſayd Lorde ſuſpe&ted 
him and willed his wondes to be looked vnto:and when he be- 
gan to wex hole,he comaunded him at night ſeafon to be kept 
in bondes, leaſt he ſhould {cape away: but behalde no bondes 
could holde him,but as ſoneas they were gone that had bound 
him,his bondes and fetters wer ſtraight way looſed.For he had 

a brother, whoſe name was Tiina,a prieſt and Abbot of a mo- 

naſtery inthe citie ,which of his name 15 called vnto this day 

Tunnaceſter:who when he heard that hus brother was (laine 

in the batraile came to lee ke, it he mzght happely fynd his bo- 

die. Where he finding one that was 1n all pointes like him , and 
thinking it to be himn dede,brought him to his monaſterie, 
and buried him honorably , and did often times cauſe maſſe 


to be faied for his foule : By the ſaying of which _ | 
| enart 
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that, which I ſayd,came to paſſe,that noman could bynd him, 74.0 


but that he was ſtraight way louſed againe. Then the Erle that 


crifice of 


kepte him began to wonder here at , and to enquire of him, = tr 
what the caufe was that he coulde not be bound,and whether *7+ 


perhaps he had about him any looſing letters,ſuch as men tal- 
ke of that he could not be bound b he vertue of them. But 
he aun{weared,that he knewe no {ch arte nor conning: but 
I haue a brother,quod he , in mycountre, one that is a prieſt 
and I knowe that he thinkes I am ſlaine,and therefore doth oft 
ſaye maſle for me: and if I werenowe in another world , my 
ſowle ſhowld be there louſed from paynes throughe his inter- 
cefiions and prayers as my body is Ku from bondes. And 
while he was thus kept a certaine ſpace in the Erles howle, 
ſome that marked him more diligently,ſawe by his countena- 
unce, bchauiour, and talke,that he vas not (as he had ſayd) of 
the common poore ſort of people, but of fome good houſe and 
degree. Therefore the Erle called him ſecretly , and exami- 
ned him more ſtraightly of whence he was. Promiſing that 
he wold doo him no barme in the world ,if he wold playnly 
vtter and ſhewe bimſelfe, what he was . Which thing when he 
had done, and declared hamielfe tobe one of the kinges ſerua- 
untes,wel,quoth the Erle,I kneweby thy wordes p04 gt {we- 
res,that thow were no huſbandman of thecountre. And thou 
art well worthy to dye nowe, for that all my bretherne and 
kynneſmen were (laine in that battaile , yet I will not put the 
to death, for breaking of my faith and promyle. And therfore 
as ſoone as he was full cured,the Erle ſent him to Loxdon and 
ſolde him to a marchant of Frileland . But neither he,nor any 
man els as he was lead thither, could bynd him by any meanes. 
And yet his enemies dyd lay on hum many and ſundry kindes 
of fetters which yet allwaies were looſed . When he that hadd 
bowght him , ſawe , that he cowld be kept and holden in no 
bondes,ke gaue him leaue to ranſome lumlelfe, ifhe were able. 
MM For 


"F" He yere following after this, which was,the yere of thin- 
M680, | 


THE HISTORY on THE 
For after abowt viij. a clocke in the morning when maſſes be. - 
gan to beſayd,his bondes and fetters were'euer lowſed . And 

thus vpon his othe either to come againe,or els to ſend his ran- 

ſadbe tes let go, and came to kent to kinge Lodhere , who 

was ſonne to the {iſter of Quene Edildrede of whom we haue 
ſpoken before, and himſelfe had bene ſometime a fernaunt of 
theſayd Queenes . There he ſued to the kinge for ſo much as 

wold pay his ranſome, which he obtained and ſent 1t(as he had 

pronuſed) to hum whoſe priſoner he was .. Afterward he re- 

tourned to his countree,and came to his brother , and declared 

him in order all the aduerſities that had happened vnto him, 

and alſo what comfortes and fuccours he had had in the ſame, 

And he knewe , by that his brother told him, that his bondes 

were looſed at thoſe times ſpecially , in which maſſes were ſaid 

and ſonge for him . He vnderſtoode alſo, that the other hel- 

pes and {uccours that happened to him in his danger , came of 
the heauenly gyfte and grace throwgh his brothers interceſsi- 

ons and offring of the holy holſome hoſte and ſacnfice. Many 

that heard theſe thinges of this man , were ſtyrred vp and en- 

flamed in fayth and godly deuotion,yvnto prayer, vnto almeſſe 
and charitable dedes , and to offer to our 'Lorde hoſtes of the 
holy oblation and facnifice, for the deliuery and reliefe of their 
frindes,that were departed this worlde. Forthey vnderſtood 

thereby and knewe, that the holeſome bleſſed ſacrifice was ef- 

fetuous to the euerlaſting redemption. and ranſoming bothe 

of ſowle and bodie. Thus ſtorie was told me of one of them 

that heard it of the very man in whome it was done, and ther- 

fore knowinge it to be true and certaine, I dowbted no whit, 

to put it into this our ecclehaſticall hiſtonie, 


Ofthelyfe and death of Abbeſlſe Hilda. 
The 23. Chap. 


carnation of our Lorde: Dclxxx , the moſt deuowt ws 
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godly ſeruaunt of Chriſte Hilda Abbeſle of the monaſterie, 
that 15 called Streanes halch(as we before mentioned)after ma« 
ny heauenly dedes that ſhe did in this world, paſſed owt of this 
lyfe to receauz the rewardes of the lyfe of heauen ,;the xvy.day 
of Nouember , when ſhe was three ſcore and fix yeres of age. 
The which nomber of yeres equally diuided inro two partes, 
ſhe lyued,the firſt xx514, 1n ſecular fe withe moſt noble and 
worthy conuerlatio, and as many after did ſhe dedicate to our 
Lord more nobly and worthely in monaſtical life. For ſhe was 
come of noble birth , and was the dawghter of kinge Edwins 
nephewe named Hererike , with which kinge alſo at the prea- 
ching of Paulinus of bleiſed memone the firſt by{ſhopp of 
Northumberland , ſhe receaued the fayth and facramentes of 
of Chriſte , and dyd ſyncerely kepe the ſame, vnnll ſhe deſer- 
ued to cometo his ſight and viſion, whome only to ſerue after 
ſhe had determined , and forſaken this ſecular lyfe and world, 
ſhe wentto the prouince of the Eaſt engliſh. For ſhe vas allied 
to the king there,and from thence ſhe delyred , if he mightby 
any meanes,to forlake her countre and al that euer ſhe had,and 

into Fraunce , and therein the monaſterie named Care to 
27 ſe pilgrimes and exuls lyte for our Lordes fake , that ſhe 
might the more calyly deſerne to enioye an cuerlaſting coun= 
trein heauen, Forin the ſame monaſteric her ſyſter Hereſ- 
wide mother to Adwphe king of the Eaſt engliſh did at che ſa- 
me very tymelyue vnderrules and diſciplines of religion aby- 
ding and looking for the crowne euerlaſting:whoſe example 
ſhe mynding to tolloweand hue a ſtraunger our of her owne 
countree, dyd abyde1n the ſaid prouince one hole yeare .. After 
which being called home againe into hercountree by bitſho 
Alidan,ſhe had deliuered her the landes of one Lorddlhip atthe 
north coaſt of the riuer Were,in which ſhe liued alfo the ſpace 
of oneyeare,and lead a monaſticall lyfe with a fewe other of 
her companue, After thus ſhe was made Abbeſle in' the mona- 
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iscalled Heorthew, which monaſterie had bene buil- 
te not long before of the godly and deuout handmayed off 
Chriſt Heis.Whichis ſaid to be the firſt woman in the pro- 
voy and wince of Northumberland,that tooke the yowe and habit of a 


ſerie that 


vaſticall, Nonne,being bleſſed and conlecrated by bilſhop Aiden, But 


O 


thenceto thecitie of Calcaria , whiche is called of the engliſh 
men Calcacefter,and there ſhe appointed: to.abyde and contine- 
we. Now this other handmayd of Chriſt Hilda being placed 
to rule this monaſtene,dyd ſtrayght procure to order and diſ- 

ofe the ſame in all pointes with regular lyfe and diſcipline,in 
Fach wile as ſhe' could be beſt enſtruted of them that were 
learned, For both biſhop Aydan, and as many religious per- 
ſons as knewe her, for the great wyſedome and loue to Gs 
God,that was in her,were wont ofte times to viſit her , louin« 

ly to helpe her , and diligently to inſtrute her. Thus when 
The had certaine yeres gouuerned this monaſterie in great ob» 
ſeruation and ſtraighnes of regular lyfe and order , it was her 
chaunceto take in hand the buylding and: diſpoſing of a mo- 
naſterieinthe place called $rraneſhalch , which bulynes com- 
mitted vnto her ſhe finiſhed with all ſpeede and diligence, Fos 
ſhe fourniſhed and framed it with the ſame rules and orders of 
regular lyfe,with which ſhe had difpoſed:the other monaſterie 
before. And truly ſhe dyd there teache ſingularly the workes 
of righteouſnes,deuotion,chaſtitie, and other yertues, but ſpe- 
cially of peaceand charitie,in ſuch wile that after the example 
of the prumitiue church,there was none riche there,none poo- 
re,but all chinges common to all, for nothing ſemed peculiar 
and priuate to any one., She was of ſuch-wyledome,that nor 
only all meane perſons in their neceſsities, but allo kinges and 
rinces dyd ſeke and find counſel of her:Such religious men, as 
ed ynder her gonernice,ſhe made:to beſtow their time in the 
tading of the holy (criptures,and in theexercile of the wel 
of. 


not long time after the making of the monaſterieſhe departed 
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of vertue, that out of her monaſtery many might eaſely be fo- 
unde,mete and worthy me to ſerue the church, and the aultar, 
And in dede we haue ſene in a ſhort ſpace five biſhops onte of 
the ſame-monaſterie,all,men of fingular merite and holyneſle, 
whole names are.thele Boſa, Adds , Oftfor ,Tobn,and V Vilfride. 
Of the firſt we haue ſpoken before, howe he was conſecrated 
biſhop of Yorke.Of the ſecond to ſpeake ſhortly , he was made 


\ 


hap of Dorcifter , Of the two laſt we ſhall fpeake afterwar- perae. 
de,of which the one was conſecrated biſhop of Hag ad, and fcrin 


the other of Yorke. Of the middlemoſt let vs nowe fay fome- "ot 


what. When he had in both the monaſteries of Abbelle Hilda hol 
diligently applied the reading and ſtudieng of the (criptures,at 

laſt deliring more perfeRte exerciſes, he came to ket tsthe Ar- 
chebiſhop Theodore of bleſſed memonie. Where hauing conti- Ms ws 
newed a certaine ſpace and ſpent his timein holy ſtudies and Kome ac- 
reading,he.foundallo the meanes to go-to Rome, whichatthat _a_g 
time was counted athing of great vertue and deuption'. From deuotion 
thence retourning home againe to England,he went ynto the '2287 Pt: 
prouince of the /ifians ouer which king Ofric raigned than, church. 
and there he remained a long time, preaching the word of fai- 
the,and alſo giuing himlelfe for an example of life toall that 
knewe and heard him. Ac whichtime the. biſhop of that pro- 

uince named. Boſelus being {o ficke and weake,, that he could 

not himſelfe fullhll che ofhce a bulhop,by all mens tudgement 

and conſent the fore{aid man was eleed and choſen biſhop in 
his place,and atthe comaundment of king Edilred was conſe- \ 
crated by biſhop YY/fride of bleſſed memone , who at that ti- 
me was byſhop of the Middlcengliſh.For Theodore tharchebil- 
ſhop was than dead, and none other as yet made. biſhop far 
him.In which prouincea litle befor,that 15 to wytt, before that 
foreſaid man of God Boſelus, one Tarfrid a man moſt tour, 
couragioule and well learned and of an excellent wyt,was ele- 
Red bulboppe out of che monaſterie of the ſaid Abbeſle:but he 
| | MM 3 was 
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was taken away and died before his time, ere that he might be 
conſecrated. This forefaid handmayde of Chriſt Abbeſſe Hi- 
da,whome,all that knewe her,were wont to call mother for her 


notable grace and godlineſſe , was not only in her owne m10- 
naſterie an example of lyfe to them that were with her,but al- 
ſo to many other that were far of ſhe miniſtred occaſion of fal- 
uation and amendement,to whom the nappy report of her do- 
ing and vertuous huing came. And ſo was fulfilled the dreame, 
that her mother Bregoſwid had, when this was but an enfant. 
For when her hy{band Heriric was out of his cotitre as an out- 
lawe vnder Cerdix kinge of the Britons , where allo he was att 


| laſt poyſonned,ſhe ſawein a dreame, that he whom ſhe _ 


with al diligece, was as it werſodainly take our of her fight that 
no figne aud token of him any where did appere.Butas ſhe yet 
bufily ſought for him, ſhe fond by and by a very pretious onch 
and iewel ynder his garmet,which as ſhe did wel marke and c6- 
ſider it {emed to ſhine and gliſter with brightneſle of ſo great a 
lighre,, that it filled all the botders of Britanmie, with the grace 
thereof. The which dreame was proued true in her doughrer, 
whome we ſpeake of. Whoſelyfe not to her ſelfe only but to 
many other that wold lyue well , did 'geue examples of the 
workes of light.But nowe when ſhe had many yeres ruled this 
monaſtenie,it pleaſed the mercifull worker of our faluarion, 
that her holy ſoule ſhould alſo be examined and tried with 
long licknefle of the body,that after thexample of the Apoſt- 
le, ber ver cue might be made perfet in infirmine and weakeneſſe. 
For ſhe was ſtriken with feuers,and begi to be greuouſly vex- 
ed with the heate;and was in theſame wile ficke and deſeaſed 
for the ſpace of vj.yeres.In all which time ſhe did neuer omit 
and let paſſe, both,to giue thankes to her creatour , and alſo ro 
teache and enſtructe openly and priuatly the flocke comitred 
to hercharge.For by her owne example ſhe warned them all, 
both to ſerue our Lorde dewly when he geueth them their bo- 


dely 
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dely health, and alſo thanke him continually and: faithfully in 
worldly aduerhries,or bodely infirmuties and fickenefſe . And 
thus the' ſeuenth yere of her fickneſle, the grief and paine 
tourning toward the hart and inward partes the came to her 
ende and laſt day in this worlde, and about the erowing 
of the cockeafrer ſhe had receaued the viage prouthion of ho- 
ly howſell ſhe called vato her he handmaides of Chriſt that 
werein the ſame monaſterie, whome as ſhe admoniſhed and 
counſelled to kepe the euangelicall vnute amonge them ſelues 
and with other,at the very laſt worde and making of this her 
exhortatis ſhe gladly and willingly ſaw the houre of her death 
yearather(to ſpeke with Chriſts owne wordes)ſhe paſſed from 
death vntolyfe.In which very night ouralmightie Lord you- 
chelafed to reuele her death and departing by a manifeſt 
and plaine viſion in an other monaſtene that was a way 
of,named Hacanes,the which ſhe had buylt the ſame yere. For: 
there was in the ſame monaſterie a certaine Nonne named 
Begu which had ſerued our Lord in monaſticall conuerfation 
= bleſſed virginitie xxx. yeres and more. This Nonne taking, 
her reaſt at that time in the dortour howlſe , heard ſodainly in 
the ayer the knowen ſound of the bell , wherewith they were 
wonte to becalled vp to prayers, when as any of them was 
called out of the worlde . And opening her eyes ( as ſhe 
thought) ſhe ſawethe roofe and top of the houle vncouered, 
and all aboue full of light. Which light as ſhe earneſtly marked 
and looked on,ſhe {awe the {oule of the forelayd handmaid 
of God n that light caried vnto heaue , accompained and lead 
by Angells.And as ſhe then ſtarted our of her ſleape , and ſawe 
other 1yſters taking 'therr reaſt about her, ſhe knewe and per- 
ceaucd, that that which ſhe ſawe was ſhewen. her either in a- 
dreame orin ſome viſion of minde.And by and by ſhe roſe 

for ouermuch feare that ſhe had,and ranne tothe nie dil 
was then gouernelle of the monaſteric un. the. Abbeſle _ 
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whoſe name was Frigit,and with much weping and teares 
drawing long figthes told her that the phi ve: of them al Ab- 
beſſe Hilda was nowe departed this worlde , and with a mer 
uailouſe great light, which ſhelawe, and company of Angells 
leading her,aſcended yp to thegates of euerlaſting lighte and 
flowlh of the heauenly citiſens, Which when ſhe had heard, 
ſhe raiſed yp all the ſiſters , and called them to churche , wil- 
ling them to be occupied in prayers and plalmes forthe ſoule 
of their mother. Which thing as they diligently did the reſt of 
of the nighte,at the breake of the day there came certaine bre- 
therne from the place where ſhe died , to bring worde of her 
departing . Which the other aun{wered that they knewe of 
befare.And when they had declared in order howe and when 
they had learned theſame, it was found that her paſſing was 
ſhewed them by the viſion atthe very ſame houre , that they 
reported her to paſle out of the world. And with a goodly con- 
ſent and agreement herein it was by the worke of -God ſo dif- 
poſed,that when the one {awe preſently her departing out of 
this lyfe,at the ſame time the other did knowg her cntring in- 
to the tuall lyfe of foules. Theſe two monaſteries are 
diſtant a ſonder almoſt x1y.myles. It is alſo reported , that 
in the ſame monaſtene to , where the forelayd handmay- 
de of God died , one of thoſe vowed virgins to God, 
that loued her more then the reſt had her departing ſhewed 
* vnto herthe ſame nightin a viſion, and ſawe herſoule go to 
heauen with angells, which thing the very ſame houre it was 
done ſhe mh. anddeclared to thoſe handmaydes of Chriſt 
that were with her and called them vp to pray for her ſoule, 
and thar,befors the reaſt of the company knewe of her depar- 
ting:which thing to be {o,, was anon after declared to the fole 
company when morninge came.For at that houre this Nonne 
was alone ſeuerally with certaine other handmaydes of Chri- 
ſte,in the outmoſt places of the monaſterie, wher ſuch as we- 


re 
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re ſuch wemen as were newely come to religion , were wonte 
to be tried and abidethe time of probation , vntill they were 
inſtructed in the rule and order,and then taken into the felow- 
ſhip of the reaſt,and profeſled. 


Howe the gyfre of ſynging was miraculowſly giuen to a certaine 
brother in che onateicoFelis Abbeſle. wats ' 
- The.24.Ch 


ap. 

N the monaſterie of this Abbeſle there was a certaine bro= 
ther notably endewed with the (peciall grace of God,whi- 
| che was wont to make ſonges and meters fit for religis and 
wo 29's ſo oy that what ſo euerhe learned of 
holy ſcriptures by other mens expounding,herourned and 

made the Gon e20TS with call and Tnuical wordes 
ſet together withe wonderfull {weteneſſe and melodie in his 
owne mother tonge. With whoſe verſes and ſonges the min- 
des of many men were ofte enflamed to the contempr and de- 
ſpyſingof the world, and deſire of the cuerlaſting lyfe of hea- 
uen. After whome diuerſe other among the engliſh men aſ> 
ſayed to make godly and denowt meters , but noman cowlde 
matche his connyng therein . For he learned this arte of {1n- 


and making,not towght of men, nor by any mans helpe, 
Cake receaued the 996 ade” freely by the only aydeand 
grace of God. And therefore he cowld never make any fond or 
vayne balade,bur ſuch things as belonged to _ and god- 
ly meditation were only mete to come owt of his religiowſe 
and godly mowth , Foras long as he was a ſecular man,which 
was,tyll he was well triken in age, he neuer had learned any 
ſuch matter of finginge . . In ſo much chat ſomerimes at the 
table, whenthe company was ſet to be mery,and agreed for the 
nonſe, thateche man ſhowldſyng in order at his cowrle, he, 
when he lawe the harpe to come nere him , role vp at myds of 
ſupper , and gat him owt of doores home to his owne howle, 
And as he ſodyd on a certaine time, getting him owt of the. 
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lace w III. ing and making mery. together,to 
the ſtable. atnong the beaſtes which. he had appoyune himto 
kepe and looke to that nighte., and when the howre of ſlepe 
came,was gone his way quietly. to bed , as he laye, he dreamed 
that acertaine man ſtoode by him , and bad hum , God ſpede, 
and calling him by his name,ſayd to him, Cednom, I pray thee 
ſinge me a ſonge. Whereto he made awnliwere and {ayd , I can 
not {ynge ., For.thatis: the matter why I came owt from the 
table to this place here, bicauſe I cowld-not ſinge. But yet, 
uoth he againe thatſpake with him , thow haſt ſomewhat to 
ſons to:me. What ſhall-Iiyng,? quoth he... Sing , quoth the 0-. 
ther,the begynning of al-creatures . At which awn{were he be- 
ganby and by:to {1nge 1n- the lawde and: prayſe: of God the 
creatour,verles which he had neuer heard before,of which the 
ſenſe and meaning is thys - Nowe muſt we prayſe the maker of 
zhe heaueuly. kingdome , the power of the creatour , his cownſell 
end deuyſe , the-workes and ates of the father of glorie . Howe he 
being God ezernall was the maker and author of all miracles, whiche 
ferft no the children of men created heauen for the top of their dwel- 
ling place , and after the omnipotent ue of mankinde created the 
garthe far the flowre thereof . This is the meaning, but notthe 
order of the wordes whuch he fange in his ſleape . For verſes 
be they neucrſo wel made cannot betourned out of onetonge 
into an other wordfor worde , without leaſing a great pece of 
their grace and worthynefle . Now when he awooke and roſe 
vp,he remembred ſtil by harte all the thinges that he had ſonge 
11 his {lepe,and dyd ſtraight way 10yne thereto mo wordes 1n 
the ſame maner and forme of meter, and made vp aſong fytte 
to be ſonge and applyed to God. And on the morowe he came 
to the farmar or baylie ynder whome he was, and tolde him of 
the gifte that he had receaued , and being browghtto the Ab- 
beſls he was commaunded in- the. preſence of many learned 
- mento tell his dreame, and rehearle the ſong, thatic eigindy 


theiudgement of them all. be-examyned and tryed , what or 
whence the thing was-whuch he reported'; "And'it:ſemed to 
them all, that Aon heancnly' grace and'gifte was graunted 
him of our Lorde. For moretriall whereof they recited vnto 
him the proceſſe of ſome holy ſtorie or example , willing him, 
ifhe cowld to tourne the ſame into meterand verſe. Which he 


tooke vpon him to doo and went his way,and on the morowe. 


after came againe and browght_the ſame made'in' very good: 


meter,which they had willed him to doo. Whereupon ſtraight 
way the ITY and embracing this grace and 
gifte of God in the man ;enſtracted and exhorted him to for- 
ſake the world,and the lyfe thereof,aud to take the moniaſticall 
lyfe and profeſsion vpon him . Which he did and was thereu- 
pon by the commaundment of the Abbeſſe placed in thecom- 
pany. of the bretherne , and by her appointement tawght and 
enſtructed in the courſe of holy ſcripture. Buthe what ſoe- 
uer he cowld heareandleatne , would afterwarde thinke ypon 
the ſameagaine-by! him lelfe, and chewinge theron lyke'a cle- 
ane beaſt at his 'cudd; would 'turnet'into very ſweee meter, 
atid melodiouſly finginge the ſame',' made his teachers to be- 


come his hearers againe. ' His ſonges were of the creation. - 
of the world; and beginnyng of mankynd,and at theſtorie of ' | ' 


Genehis,ofthe going of Uraelout of Aegipt;and chairentring 


into theland of promiſe, and of many other hiſtories oF the s 


holy ſcriptures. Of thincarnation of our Lord , of his palston; 
reſurre16,and aſcenſ16 into heaue,of the c6ming of he holy 
ghoſt,of the dotrine and yoann of the Apoſtles . Alſo he 


was wont to make matiy: 


hell;and of the ioyes'and ſwerenes of the kingdome'of heanen. 
And many other alfo of the benefitsand mdgemenites of God. 
In al which, his endeuour was to pull away men from the loue 
of wickedneſle,andſtyrre them vp to the loue and 1 age” 
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nges arid' meters of the dread of . 
domes day and wudgement to corne , ofthe! hornble paynes of - 


bh 
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of vertue and good lyfe. For he was a man very deuout and re- 
ligiouſe,and humbly obedient to his rules and diſciplines. And 
very zelouſe and feruently bent againſt them that would doo 
otherwiſe . And therefore he ended his lyfe with a good ende. 
For when the houre of his departing was at hande , he was ta- 
ken before and'diſcaſed urine pur with bodyly ſickeneſle , and 
yet (ſo temperatly , that he might all that tyme both ſpeake and 
Thefer. Walke. There was there by, a litle houſe into whiche they that 
mary wereſicke were wont to be brought Zand ſuch as were lykely 
ſhortly to dye. This man deſyred bim that ſerued him,the ſame 
cueninge before the night that he ſhould depart out of the 
world, to go and prouide him a place toreaſt and lye in that 
houſe . The other maruailed why he defired the lame , forhe 
was nothing likely to dye fo ſone.But yet he did as he was bid. 
When they were there placed , and were meryly talking and 
ſporting amonge themſllnes and them that were there before, 
being now about midnight he aſked andenquired of them all, 
whether they had the ſacrament there within:.. What nede, 
quoth they,zs there of the ſacrament , for your tyme is not co- 
 metodye yet,thar are {o meryly talking with vs, as a mati in 
Reſeruati- $00d health. But yet,quoth he againe , doo ye bring me hither 
on of the the ſacrament, Which when he had taken in his band he aſked 
eament, them,whether they were all of a quiet minde and perfit chari- 
ye toward him, without any quarell , grudge,debate , and ran- 
cour. They aunſweared all,that they were of very good mynd 
- and will toward him,and far from al wrath and diſpleaſure:and 
they aſked him againe , whether he bare good will and affe- 
RT eoe fon toward them. He aun{weared by and by,I do beare , my 
erdeath, dere children , a quietand good mynd toall Gods ſeruauntes, 
And there withall arming him ſelfe with that heauenly foode 
made him ready toenternto the other lyfe . Then he aſked, 
howe nyghe the houre was, that the bretherne ſhould ryſeto 
laye their night laudes and ſeruice to gur Lord, It is not far of, 


. quoth 4 
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quork | they.Wel than, quoth he,let vs gy and tarie for that; "08 | 


houre.And bleſsinge himſelfe with the figne of the holy croſ- figneof 


ſe he layd downe his head on the bolſter, and(o falling alitle 
in a ſlomber ended his lyfe in quiet and filence, And thus God 
wrought with him, that eue as be had ſerued our Lord witha 
fimple, plaine,pure mynde and quiet deuotion,ſo lykewiſe he 
might come to the fight and viſion of God,Jeauing this worl- 
de with a quiet and ſtill death. And thatalſo the tounge whi- 
che had made and inuented {o' many goodly meters and hole- 
ſome wordes in the prayſe of the creatour of all, might conclu- 
de and ſhut vp the laſt wordes in the praiſe and lawde of the 
me , bleſsing himſelfe , and commending has ſpinte into the 
hands of our Lord. It appereth alſo by theſe thinges thatwe. 
hane tolde,that he knewe before and forſawe the ume of his 
departing. 

Ofa viſion that appered to a certaine man of God before thatthe 


monaſterie of the towne Colodon was burned. 
The 25. Chap. 


mw de mention aboue was thr 
iffortune conſumed with fire. Which thing notwithſtanding 
happened alſo for the wyckednes of them that dwelledin the 
ſame, and ſpecially of the chief and elders thereof, as all men 
might eaſyly ſee that knewe it . And the open ſcourge of God 
dyd merctully whippe them cuen at the beginning, that being 
thereby corrected they might lyke the Nrmmices tourne aways 
the wrath of the 1uſt iudge from them by faſtings , weaping, 
and prayers.In the ſame monaſterie there was a certaine man 
a Scotborne named Adaman,leading a very deuour lyfe vato 
Godin chaſticic , abſtinence and prayer, in ſuch ſort , that he 
neuer dyd cate nor drinke, ſaue only eche Sonday and thurlſ- 
_ day:andofretumgsallo he paſſed ouer whole nightes watching 
SS er ERAS dds NN 3 in 


FA. dethin the towne of Coludon of which we haue mas J*5umnes 


| A Bout this time the monaſterie of virgins, which ſtan- A Nunne. | 
nes of the 
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in prayer : which ſtraightnes of hard lyfe he began at the firſt 
of dewtie and necelsine to amend his former ſyn and yl liuing, 
bur in-proceſſe of tims he had tourned that neceſvitie into a 
continuall cuſtome.For whereas 1n his youth he had commit- 
ted a certain greuouſe offenſe and {tn , 'that coming ofte to 
his mynd and remembrance,conf1dering in his hart the great- 
nes thereof, he abhorred it and trembled therat excedingly, and 
feared the pouniſhement of the ſharp dge yppon him pa the 
ſame. Relonivip therefore to a pneſt and hoping of him to: 
lerneſome remedy of {glnation , he confeſſed his {yn to him, 
and defyred him to giue him counſell , whereby he might flee 
and c{cape the wrath of God and vengeaunce to come. The 
prieſt when he had heird his offenſe and f1n,ſaid. A great won- 
de requireth a greater cure and medicine: and therefore geue 
thy ſelfe to faſtinges, and prayers , as much as thou att b[.to 
the endethat coming before the face of our Lorde in confeſſion 
thou maieſt deſerue to tynde him mercifull vnto thee, Buthe 
for the paſſing grief of the giltie conſcience that held him,and 
deſyre'that he had to be ſone afloyled of the inwarde bafdes 
of ſynnes wherewith he was laden , fayd: I am yongt of age, 
and ſtrong of bodie. And therefore what {oeuer ye put me yn- 
to,ſo that I may be ſanedin theday of our Lorde, I will eaſely 
beareit all, and thongheye bid me to ſtand the whole night 
and ſpend it in prayers , and paſſe ouer the whole 'we- 
ke in abſtinence, Itis very much ( quod the pneſt) to en- 


Penaunce dure the whole weke without ſuſtenaunce of the bodie, 
eaiofned. htitſuffiſerh'to faſte two or three daies at onſe. And this doo 


chowe yniill come againe to the after a ſhotttime,and ſhewe 

thee more fully whatthou mnſt doo, and howe long thou 

muſt continewein penaunce. After which wordes the prieft 

appointed him what penaunce he ſhouldedoo , and went his 
way.And through a fodaine occaſion that happened he paſſed 
into Ireland, where he was borne,and came not to him againe, 
as 
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as he had promiſed to doo, Yet the yong man remembring 
both his commaundement, and alſo his owne promiſe, gaue 
himſelfe wholly to weping,penaunce, holy watchinge and 
continence,in ſuch wiſe that (as I fayd before) he neuer tooke 
ſuſtenaunce {aue only thurſdaies and ſondayes, but continu- 
ally faſted all the other dates of the weke . And when he had 
heard that his ghoſtly father was goneinto Ireland , and there 
departed, euer after from that time he kept this maner of fa- 
ſting,according as it was firſt appointed him . And the thing 
which he had onſe begon to doo for compunRtion of his ſyn 
and dread of Gods vengeance,the ſame did he nowe, without 
lothelomneſle or weryneſle,yea with pleaſure and delightfor 
the reward that followed , and for the feruent loue of God. 
And as he nowe long time had continewed diligently the (a- 
me,it chaunced that on a certaine day he went out of the mo- 
naſterie to ſome place a good way of, hauing one of the bre- 
therne with him 1n his companye. And when they haddone 
their 101 and were comming home againe,drawing nere 
the monaſterie they beheld and vewed the goodly high buil- 
ding of the ſame,wherat the man of God braſt out all into tea- 
res,and with his weping countenaunce bewrayed the heauy- 
nes of his harte. Which thing when his fellowe ſawe , heaſked 
him why he ſo did. O ener, bug theſe buildinges that you ſee, 
both the common that belong to many , and Fe priuate hou- 
ſes of particular perſons ſhall ſhortly be tourned into aſhes and 
conſumed by fyre . Which he hearing , as ſone as they came 
into the monaſterie, found the meanes to tell that to the mo- 
ther of the couent,named Ebba. Who being troubled at ſuch a 
warning and fortelling,as good cauſe was,ſent for the mi vn- 
to her,and enquired the whol matter of him dihigetly,and how 
he knewe the ſame, Oflate,quod he,being occupied at night 
timein watching and ſaying of pſalmes, I ſodainly ſawe one 
| Nandby me,of a ſtraunge and vaknowen fauour, At whole 
pre- 
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preſence when I was ſore afraide,he bad me not to feare, and 

then in familiar wiſe he ſpake to me thus and ſayd. Thou doeſt 

well in that this night time of reaſt,thou haſt had the ſtrength, 

not to thy ſelfe to caſe and ſleape, but to be occupied 

in mnldis and praying. WheretoI aunſwereq and fd, 

that! knewe my ſelfe to haue great nede to continewein ho- 

ome watching , and to make diligent and deweinterceſfion 

to our Lord for my ſynnes. Thou ſayeſt true,quod he farther, 

that thou and many other haue nede to redeme andfatiſfe for 

their ſynnes with good workes,and at ſuch time as they are at 

leaſure from worldly paincs and buſyneſle, to labour the mo- 

re freely for thedeſyre of eucrlaſting wealth:but yet very fewe 

doo {o, For right nowe haue I walked through all this mona- 

ſterie 1n order,and looked in euery elle and bead, and of them 

all ſauing thee, haue I found not one occupied abqute the a- 

uing of his owne ſoule:but they are all both men and wemen 

either depely drowned 1n ſleape,or watching vnto wickednes 

andſyn.For the litle houſes that were made to pray or reade 

ar pad 1n,are.nowe tourned into chambers of cating and drinking, 

perions and talking,and other enticemente of yll. And the virgins, vo- 

65 wed vnto God, contemning the reuerence and regard of their 

from hea- profeſſion,as ofte as they haue any leaſure thereto, dooccupie 

*% themſeluesin weauing and making fine clothes, wherewith 

they may ſet forth themſclueslyke brydes,tothe __y_ and 

great perill of their eſtat and profefſis:or els togetthe the loue 

. of ſtrangers and men abrode. And therefore is there worthely 

prepared from heauen for this houſe and them that dwel ther» 

1n a greuouſe puniſhment and vengeance by fyre. Then quod 

the Abbeſſe, And why wold ye not ſoner tell me herot when 

ye knewe it?Forſooth,quod he,l feared fo to doo for relpedte 

of you,lcaſt ye wold perhap be ouermuch troubled therewith. 

And yet take ye this comfort herein, that this plage and puni- 
ſhmeat ſhall not fall in your dayes , This viſion Aon f 


o 


rode 
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abrode and knowen , they of the place began ſomewhat to 
feare for a fewe daies, and to amend them ſelues , and leaue 
cheir naughty lyfe . But after the death of the Abbeſle they 
retourned to their old ——__ and to worſe to.And 
when they ſayd and thought themſelues in peace and ſaftie, 
they were anon ſtricken with the puniſhment of the foreſayd 
vengeance. All which thinges to haue bene thus done. in dede, 
the moſt Reuerend Giles my felow priſte reported vnto me, 
who lyued thanin the monaſtery : and afterward , (for that 
many dwellers there went thence bycaulſe of this ruyn) lyued a 
long time in owr monaſterie, and there dyed . "This haue I 
thowght good to putin our hiſtorie to this end, that we might 
warne the reader and put himin mynd of the workes of owr 
Lorde, howe dreadfull and terrible hes in his indgementes 
and counſelles ouer the children of men . And that we ſerue 
_- atany ume _ allurementes and prouocations of -2 

eſh, lytl8 fearing the1udgement of God , leaſt is {0+ 
daine oath ſnke vs, and ſcowrge vs juſt ail thay y either 
with temporall loſſes and plages,orels —_ hardly with 
vs and take vs quite away to were ine tion. 

Of the Jearh of king pegs - wn Liber po 
e 26. Chap. 


[He yere of thincarnation of our Lord pclxxxiiy. Ecg- 

fride king of Northumberland ſent Berexs his captaine 
generall with an hoſte of men into Scotland,and muſe- 

rably ſpoyledand deſtroyed the harmeleſleſcely people, which 
had cuer bene great frindes to the engliſh nation ,in ſo muche 
that the hand and force of the enemie ſpared not the yery 
churches and monaſtenes. Yet the men of the [le as far as they 
were able dyd both reſiſte and withſtand force with force,and 
alſo calling on the ayd of Gods mercy , dyd long with conti- 
nuall ns hs make ſupplication to be reutged from heauen, 
| Andalthough ({uchas curſecagnot poſlefle the kingdome of 
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heaneh , yet it is bdeucd, that they which for theirynmer- 
cyfulnes were worthely accurſcd,, dyd ſhortly ſuffer the pu- 
nyſhmentes of their. wickednes by the: vengeance of God. 

For the next yere after this , the ſame king againſt the aduiſe 
and counſell of his frindes , and-pecaally ;of Cuthbert a man of 
bleſſed memorie , who of late had bene conſecrated by{ſhopp, 
dydiraſhly and vndicretly go forth withanarmie to waſte the 
pronnce of the Redſhankes. Who making as thowghe- they 
fled, browght h1m vntothe ſtraightes of the hilles where was 
no paſſage,and there with the moſt parte of his hoſte ithat he 
had browght.with hum, he was {layne the xl.yere of his age,and 
xv. yere of his razgne,and xx. day of maye. And in dede ( as I 
fayd ) his frindes and counſell wonld not ſuffer him to begyn 
this war;but euen as the yere before he wolde not giue eare to 
the moſt Reuerend father Ecghers,for ſettinge vpon Scotland 
that dyd him no harme , ſo was this nowe gen him fora pu- 
nyſhment of that ſyn,that he wold not harken vato them that 
labowred to call and ſtaye him from his owne deſtruction. Af- 
ter which time the hope and prowefle of the dominion of the 
Engliſh began much to decaye and go backeward . For the 
Redſhankes recouered againe their landes and poſſeſsions whi- 
che the Engliſh men did hold, and the Scottes that werein 
Britaine,and alſo a certaine part of the Brzrons gor againe their 
freedome and libertie which they hitherto haue yer theſe xlv;, 
yeres or thereabowt. Where among many of the engliſhmen 
that were eyther ſlaine with the ſwearde or made bondmen, 
or ſcaped fr6 the land of the Redſhankes by fleeing , the moſt 
retierend man Tr wmwini , which had bene byſhop ouer them 
there,departed with his company that were, in the monaſterie 
of Ebbercune,the which ſtandeth in the Englyſh region , but 
nighe ynto the ſtraight that diuiderh the landes of the engliſh 
and theRedſhankes. And commending his felowes to his 
frendes abrode in dinerſe monaſteries where he beſt might, 
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himſelfe went to the ofte mentioned nionaſterie of Godsſet 
nantes and handmaydes, named Sz , and there choſe 
him his abyding place: where with a feweother of his _ 
ny he lead his ve a long time of yeres in monaſticall ſtraight= 
neſle, very profitably not to himſelfe only,but to many other 
alſo. At which time there gouerned the ſame monaſteric a cer- 
taine virgin of the kinges blood named Elfler , and their mo- 
ther Eaenflede togither, of whome we haue before made men- 
tion. But when this byſhop came thuther, the good and vertu- 
ouſe Abbeſle found thereby not only great helpe in her chard- 
ge ws Ry , bur alſo comtorte to her ownelyfe and 
conuerlation. After king Ecgfride ſucceded in the kingdome 
Altfrit a man very well learned in the {cnptures,who was ſaid 
to be Ecgfrides brother,and ſonneto king Ofwine. This man 
dyd nobly and worthely recouer the decayed and deſtroyed 
eſtate of the kingdome, thowghe the boundes and greatencs 
thereof were nowe more narowe. This ſame yere, which was 
from thincarnarion of . owr Lorde pclxxxy . dyed Lothere 
king of kentthe vj , daye of February , when he had raigned 
x1) . yeres after his brother Ecgbere , who rai 
For this Lother was wounded 1n the batraile of the South S4- 
x6;,the which Zdrich theſonne of Egbere fowght againſt him, 
and whule he was at ſurgerie in curing hedyed .| Atrer whome 
the ſayd, Edrich raigned one yere and an halfe.,. Who depar- 
ting without iſſue , that kingdome was fora ſpace throwghe 
yacertaine and foraine kinges fore decayed and deſtroyed,yn- 


tyll the lawfull and legitimat king /i&red, who: was \Egheris 
Pang cameand was quietly ſettled therin , who both by good 
religion and princely proweſle deluered his people from'fo- 
raine forſe and inuaſton. 


Howe Cutbert the man of God was made biſſhop, and howe he 
lived and tawght while he yet was in, his monaſteric and monaſti- 
call conuerſarion, Yeah int at, (ns 
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Tent yere that king E bert ended his lyſe,he cauſed 


(as we haue fayd) Carbert an holy and reverend man tobe 
ſhop of the church jr; Lindeſfarre , who had 
yued a Niro roar rg many yeares 1n great continencie bothe 
hf body and mynde,in a very {mal yle,called, Farne, whiche ly- 
ethdiſtane from the ſaid churche of Lindiſjarme almoſt ix. 
myles a good wayein the mayne Ocean ſea, This manfrom: 
the firſt beginning of his childhode was alwaies feruently de- 
ſyrouſe of religiouſe lyfe , and when he was growen ſome- 
what toward mans a he tooke both the nameand habite 
of a monke, For heentred firſt into the monaſterie of Mail- 
ro, which ſtandeth on the banke of the riner Tyne, and was 
at that time gouuerned of Abbot Eats, the mekeſt and mul- 
deſt man of thouſand. Afterward he was taken from thence, 
and made biſhopp of the dioceſe of Hagulſtald or Lindi{far- 
ne,as We haue x/ rr The which ſee was before gouner- 
ned by Boyfill aman of great vertues , and graces and of a pro- 
Real fo ite, Whole humble and diligent ſcholer Cucdere 
bene , jar learned of him the knowledge of the holy {cri- 
ptures,and examples of good workes, Which man after be was 
gone to God, Cuthers was made head of the ſame monaſtene, 
where both by the authoritie of his maſter,and example of his 
owne dooing lone he inſtructed and brought many vnto regular 
nies anddiſcpline . Neither did he only gine vnto the mona- 
oniſhementes and examples of vestuoule and 

regular lyfe,but alſo laboured to tourne the comman people 
far and nere thereabout from the lyfe of their careleſſe conuer- 
ſation,to the laucand langing of OFT of heauen. For ma- 
ny folke at that ime didprofane and defyle the fayth that they 
__ with wicked workes and dooinges, ſome alſo in the time 
tdeath and P; ſcrring at nought the ſacramen- 


jor Jorma yr were endewed ) ranne to the er- 


ads mecicins and ſorgerigs of 1dolatric,as though they on 
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| ableby enchantementes or withcrafte, or any otherſecrete ar-' 
te and coning of the deuill to ſtaye and kepe 6f the plage ſent 
from God the creatour . Both which ſortes of people to cor- 
reQe,and reproue their erroneouſe and yll dooing this good 
farher would go out of the monaſteiie ſomtime on horlebac- 
ke,but moo times on fote,and come to the villages lyeng the- 
reabout , and preache the way of truthe to them that were a- 
ſtraye. Which thing alſo Borfill was wont to doo in his tyme. 
For it was the maner of the people of England at that time, 
that when any of the clergy or any prieſt came to a village, 
they would all by and by at his calling cometogether to heare 
the worde,and willingly harken to ſuch thinges as were faied, 
and more willingly followe in workes che! thingesas they 
could heare and vnderſtande. Nowe this man _— had 
ſuch a and {kill in vtteraunce , ſuch a zele in perſuading, 
{uch DN face and countenaunce , that wt 7 that was 
reſent dur mp the ſecrettes of his hart from 
finden dydall openly-d in confelsion the: thinges that 
they had done;both for that they thoughte that the ſame could 
in no wyle be hid from him , and al{o that they might be ſhry- 
uen and cleanſed from their [ynnes throughe: the dewe frutes 
of penaunce as he ſhould appoint them... This good man was 
wont to reforte vnto thole places and villages moſt: common- 
ly that ſtoodea far of in {ipye and cragyie hylles , and whiche 
other men were afraid to Jome at,or els being lerned lothed to 
viſit bicaule of the vnſemely dwelling and Slandiſh rudeneſle 
of theinhabitants. And yer he dydſo10 full gue him(elfe to. 
this godly and charitable labour , and fo diligently inſtrufted 
them with good and holeſome doetrine,that he would go our 
of the monaſtene oftetimes,and not come home againe in an 
whole weke , ſometimes not in two or three, yea norin a 
whole moneth, but all that time tarie in the hylles among the 
poors folke of the countree,, exhorting them to. the ioyes of 
| OO 3 hea 
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- and brought vp in monaſlicall rules and orders to be and dwell ſe- 
* uerall from your clergie and chapplins in the churche of England, 
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heatzen bothewichcheworde of preaching and: works. of nies 


tuouſe example. When this reucrend ſeruante of our Lord had 
lyued many yeares in the monaſterie of Mailros ; and excelled 
in great ſignes of vertues,the moſt renerend Abbot there Eata 
remoued him to the yle of Lindesfarne, that he might there 
alſo ſer forth to the bretherne the keping of regular diſcipline 
both with the authoritie of an head and ruler,and alſo expreſſe 
and'ſhewe the ſame by his owne doing and example. For this 
moſt reuerend father did at that time gouuerne the ſame place 
as Abbot thereof. Though of olde time in that place both the 
biſhop was wont toabyde together with his clergie and mini- 
ters of is church,and the Abbot with the monks,who did al- 
ſo notwithſtanding belong to the houſhould , and cure of the 
biſhop. For Aida which was the firſt biſhop of that place, came 
thither with monkes being alſo a monke himſelf,and did there 
lace and begyn monaſticalllyfe and conuerſation:enen as be- 
torealfo the bleſſed father Auguſtine did 1n kent ;as15 well 
knowen,and as we haue declared before , at what tyme as the 
moſte reuerend Pope Gregorye wrote to him , on this wyle. 


Foraſmuch as,dere brother , it is not mere for you that are enſirufed 


which is of late by the worke and grace of God brought Tynio the 
faith,you muſt OP this lyf and couerſation which our fathers 
ſed in the beginning and ryfing of the prumue churche, amog whom 
noman did call any thing h1i,of all that they bad: but all thmges were 
common among them. EDO 797 1, | [2 1 
Howe the ſame man lyuing an anchors ſolitarie life did by praying 


bringfurth water out ofa ſtone ground, and aiſo receaued graine by 


the labour of his hande out of ſowing time , 
| The.2$. Chapter. ' 


& Fter this, Curberte encrealing in the merite of religiou. 


| ſe and holy deuotion came alſo to the ſecret filence 
of an Anchors yte and contemplation, And bicauſe 
| many 


CHVRCH OF ENGI/AND,; | Thefourthbooke. yy 
many yeres paſled,we haue ſufhcientlywritteh of hns\Þife and 
yertues both in heroicall verſe, and in proſe , ytiball ſuffiſe ar Thelife 
this preſent only to rehearſe this much, that at his going to the ber: wri- 
and he proteſted to the bretherneand {ayd: If the grace and 179. 
oodnes of God doo graunt mein that place , tharLmay liue ex taor in 
by the worke of mine owne hande I will gladly abyde there: 9*3:10- 
if not I will God willing veryſhortly retourne 20/you againe. workes, 
Now this place was quite 'deſticute both of water. and-graine - 
and wodde,andalſo not mete for any man to dwell 1n- bicau- 
ſe of the wicked ſpirits and fendes that haunted there .  Yetat 
the prayer and delyre of the man of God it became ſuchin all 
reſpee, thatit mighte well inough be (enhabited ,- Eor\athus 
comming the euill ſpirits went their way, Which enemies be- 
ing ſo driven out , and that he had made himlelfe a narrowe 
and {mall dwelling place;compaſled aboutwitha trenche, and 
with the helping hand of the bretherne had byldedneceſſatic 
howeſes in the ſame, that's to ſaye,, a chappellanda common 
dwelling place,be commaunded:the brethern to:makea-pytin 
the pauement of the ſame dwelling place. Which they did,and 
yet theearth was very hatd and ſtonye,, and ſemed not to haue 
any moiſture inthe world,nor any vaine of water. or ſpring in 
ir. But the next day at the faith and praters- of the ſeruaugr-of 
God,the pyt was found full of water;which vnto this day doth 
geue olGoane vie and aboundance of that heavenly -grace-to0 
all that come thither.Befide this he deſyred to haue ploughin 
tooles brought him and wheate withall'; and whenke had 1a- 
boured and made ready ground before and- ſowen' it in dewe 
ſeaſon, itſo happened rh at the very time of ftommee ther gre- 
we therof.not only no eares, butnot ſo much. as any blade or 
graſſe. Wherefore when the bretherne came to viſit him, 2s 
their maner was,he willed barly to be brought him; to ſee; if 
happely 'the nature of that :ſotle-, or-the.will of the highe = 
geuer were, that the ſede of that graine could growe any dexter 
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there. Which when it was brought him,and that he had ſowen 
it in the ſame field,out of all ſeaſon of ſowing ;and out of all 
hope of hauing any frute agains', yer there aroſe and 
© Vp anoncorne plenrifull -, and gaue to the man of 
God the 1oyfull refre{{ſhing and fuſtenaunce of his owne la- 
bour. And when he had there ſerued God folitarily many ye- 
res(for the banke wherewith his houſes was compaſſed and 
trenched about was ſo highe , that he could ſee nothing 
els out of ic, but heauen,whuch he thyrſted and longed to en- 
ter into) it happened at the ſametime, that there was a great 
ſynode afſembledin the preſence of king Ep fride' by the rmer 
of Alus,at a place called Aryiforde,which fignifieth as much, 
as,atthe two fordes,in which Archebilſhop Theodore of bleſſed 
memone was prelident,and there this forelayd man with one 
mind and nt of them all was choſen to be biſhop of the 
churche of Lind;ſfarne.Who when he could in no wile be dra- 
wen out of his monaſterie forall the meſſengersand letters 
-that were ſenthim,atlaſt theforeſayd king hi hauing the 
moſt holy biſhop Tramwine with him and many other religi» 
ouſeparſonsand men of power and authonnie,did paſſe over 
vnto the Hand. Alſo many of the: bretherneof the if. of Lin- 
deſfar came thither for this purpoſe:all which on their. knees 
moſt earneſtly deſyred nd Ired him for Gods fake and 
- with weping teares in our Lords name they beſought him {6 
longe, that they made his eyes ſtand full of wete teares to,and 
ſo 6 gat him our af his caue,and broughthim to the Synoa- 
-de. And when he came thither, though much againe his owne 
-Will he was ouercomed by che: one aſſenrand will of all the 
reaſt and com toſubmit his necke to beare the yoke and 
office of a biſhop. And the wordes that forced him moſt, were, 
thatthe ſeruaunt of God Boi{(who did with the prophericall 
{pirite ho had foreſhew many things that ſhould fall ohio him 
had alſopropheciedand fortglde that Cucberre ſhould wo 


.Nowe his conſecrating not appointed to be Real t way 
ber the winter paſſed which then was at hand,in beaſt 
and ſolemniſation of Eaſter it was finaſhed at Yorke, in the 
preſence of the forelayd king Ze fride,where there came to his 
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CSſecrg- 
conſecrating vij.biſhops , of whome Theodore of bleſſed me- biſhops 


morie was chief and primate . He was firſt elefed and cho» wha 


who was depoled from the ſame.But bycauſc he rather 
to beof Lindiſfarne churche , in which he had ſometimes ly- 
ued,it ſemed good , and was appointed that Ears ſhowld re» 
tourne to the ſee of H , of whiche he had firſt bene 
made byſhop,and Cutberce ſhowld haue the chardge.and iuril- 
dion of Lindisfarne Churche. And when he had thus taken 
n him this degree and office of byſhop, he dyd ſerforth and 
þ. 9 the ſame with the workes of vertues and holineſle, fol- 
lowing the example of the bleſſed Apoſtles . For he dyd bothe 
with continuall prayers make interceſsion for the people com- 
mitted vnto.him ,and with moſt holeſome exhortationsNtyr- 


ſen to be .biſhop of Hagulflad dioceſe in Trumberts place, of bi 
Po | hops, 


red them to thirſt after the ioyes of heauen.. And (the thing Cute 


dooing gaue example of the ſame.For he was aboue all thin 
feruent 1n the fyre of Gods loue and charitie,modeſt and { 
in the vertue of patience , excedingly giuen to deuotion of 
praying , affable and familiar to all men that came to him for 
comfort and counſell . For he tooke this for a kynde of prayer 
too, if hedyd helpe and fuccour with his exhortation ſuch as 
were weake and vnperfedte, knowing that he that layed , Thow 
(baklowe thyJord God,layedallo, Thow ſhals lowe thy neighbour as 
thy ſeife, He was alfo notable for his abſtinenceand ſtraight ly- 


which moſt of all is wont to helpe and farther teachers ) ſuche ple of a 
thinges as he towght other folke to doo , he firſt in his owne fn” 


uing ,euer panting after the hope of heauenly thinges wath $.Cue- 


oftred the hoſte of the ho 


<— CC ES 
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by 


great contrition and compun@tion of harte, Finally when he hore oo- os 
clome lacrifice ynto God , he com- =—wa 
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mended hus prayers to our not with a vayce ly on 
highe , but with teares powred owt from the botome of his 
harte. Thus when he patſed ouertwo yearesin his by{ſhoppric- 
ke , he went againe to hisile and monaſterie,being warned b 
the oracle and admonylhment of god, that the day of his deat 
was nowe at hand , or rather the entraunce and beginning of - 
that lyfe,which only in dede ſhould be called lyfe. Which thing 
he himſcife at the ſame tyme dyd after his playne and fim 
maner open vnto certayne , but in darke and obſcure wordes, 
yet ſuch as were afterwardes playnely vnderſtanded. And to {o- 
meto he dyd vtter and reuele the ſame in very open and play- 


ne wordes. . 


Howe theſayd byſhop dyd foretell his death to be yery nighe at 
hand ynto 7 nt Ec cbs. ow prieſt, _ 
The. xxix. Chapter. 


Or there was a certayne prieſt reuerendfor his vprightnes 

and perfe&tion of lyfe and maners named Fereberte,which 

had alonge time bene conpled to this man of God in the 
bond of ſpirituall loue and fryndſhip. For lyuing a —_ lyfe 
in the yle of that great wyde lake , owt of which ro the 
head and beginning of the ryuer of Derwent , he was wont to 
vilite Cuthbert euery yere,and to heare the goodleflons of eter- 
nall lyfe at his mouth , When this vertuous prieſt heard of his 
comming to the citie of Lugubalia , he came after his accuſto- 
med maner delyryng to be enflamed more and more to the 
blyſſe and ioyes aboue by his holeſome exhortations . Who as 
they fate together,and dyd inebriat onean other with the cup- 
pes of the lyfe of heauen,among other thinges the byſhop ſayd: 
Remember brother Hereberte, that what ſocuer ye baue to ſay 
and aſke of me,yow doo it nowe : for after we departe the one 
from the other,we ſhall not mete againe and ſee one. an other 
with the eyes of the body any more 1n this world. For I knowe 
well,that the time of my departing 1s at hand, and' the laying 


away 
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away of my bedyly'tabernacle ſhalbe very ſhortly .Whick thin« 
ges when he heard, he fel downe at has feete,and with heauy ſi- 
ghes and powring teares I beſeke yow ( quoth he)for our Lor- 
des lake, forſake me not, but remember your moſt faythfull fel- 
lowe andcompanion , and make 1nterce{sion to the high and 
tender pitic of God , that we. may departe hence vnto 
together to behold his grace and glorie, whome we hauein the 
earth ſcrued and honoured together. For yow knowe thatl ha- 
ue cuer ſtudied and laboured to line after your good and vertu- 
ous inſtrutios,and what ſocuer I offended and omitted throus- 
ghe ignoraunce and frailtie,I dyd ſtraight way doo mine ende+ 
uour to amede the ſame after your ghoſtly coulſel,wil,and-1ud- 
- gement. Ar this earneſt and affectuoule requeſt of his, the by(- 

ſhop gaue him ſelfeto his prayers , and anon being certified in 
ſpinte that he had obtayned the thing that he 7 4 of our 
Lorde:Aryle(quoth he) my dere brother,and wepe not; butre- 
ioyce with all gladneſſe.For the highe mercy. of God hath gra» 
unred vs that we haue praied for . The truth of which promiſe 
and prophecie was well proued in that which. befell Fm . For 
after they departed a {onder,they ſawe notone an other bodyly 
any more, but on one ſelfe fame day,which was the xix,day of 
Marche,theirſoules went our of their bodyes,and wer ſtratght —_— 
toyned together againe in the bleſſed {ightand viſion, andca- !:xerun ſe, 

ed hence both to the kingdome of heauen by the handes and ny 

Crates of Angels . But Herebere was firſt tried and pourged para. 
in thefyre = gi ickeneſle,by the diſpenſation of our Lor- A*theylo 
des goodnes and pitie,as it is credible, that ſuch want of meri- ir 1yfe (0 
te and perfetion as he had , more than bleſſed Cutbert, the | br 
{ame might be ſuppliedin the purging pain of long chaſtening were nor 
ſickeneſle,ſo that being made equall in Gods grace and fanour - 
with his fellowe that was interceſſour for him , euen as he 
ſhould depart out of the body atthe felfe lame time with him, 
iq he might alſo deſerue to be reccaued into the lelfe _ 
PP 2, 


Holy 


and lyke ſeate of 
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blyſſe. This moſte renerend fa-. 
therdyed in the He of Farne, and at his death he beſought the: 
bretherne moſt earneſty , that he might be buried there 1n the. 
fame place, where he had no ſmall tyme ſerued and bene in, 
warfarfor our Lorde. / But yetatlaſte ouercomed with their 
requeſte , he was content , that he might be brought to Lin- 
difarne Ihe,and layed in the churchethere. In the meane ti- 
me,theſe _— done Y Vilfride the moſt reuerende bilſhopp. 

the biſhoppricke of that churche one yeare vnnll an 
other was cleed to be made by{ſhoppe for Cutberre . After 
whichetyme Earbere was conſecrated, a notable man in the: 
knowledge of the holy ſcriptures, and alſo.in the dewe keping 
of heauenly preceptes and lefſons , and moſt of all in doing 
almes and dzdes of charitie,, in{o much that according to. the: 
old lawe he gaue euery yeareto.poore folke the tenth.not on= 
ly of his nn. 27s of all graine,frute and apples,and ſome par- 
te of his clothes and apparaill to. 


Howe the bodye of Cutbert after xj. yeares burieng, was founde- 
free from corruption and rotting. Andhowe the ſucceſſour of that: 
byflhoppricke paſſed owt of the worlde not long after, 


The 30. Chap, 
He ordinance and diſpenſation of God willing to ſhe- 
we more ly abrode inhowe t glorie the man: 
of God Cuthert lyued after his deathe , whoſe highe 


godly lyfe before his deathe excelled notably by many and of- 
ten ſ1gnes and miracles, dyd. put into. the myndes of. the bre- 
therne xj. yeares paſled after his buriall , to:take vpp and re- 
moue his bones:thinkinge to fynde them all drye , the bodye 
being noweconſumed and brought to duſte as dead bodies 
commonly are, and ſo to putthem in a-newe toumbe,andlaye 
them againe in the ſame place, but ſomewhat abouethe floure 
and pauement, for the more reuerence dews thereunto. Which 


mynde.. 


CHYRCH Of ENGLANDE.: Thefourthbooke, 15 
or perry declare to Eadbere their 
wW d 


ho to the ſame, and bad them remember to 
doo it on the daye of his . Andſotheydid, And 
when they eyed the tumbe., ' founde the. body all 


whole and wreck if 1t were alyue, and thelym —_ 
and ſynowes ſofte and. 'phiable,, muck hrs dpug bh 
than adead.. Alſo all the dlothes, that were about 
med not onely without wem or-any blemiſh, but alſo as you 
fure , and bright ,as when they were newe and firſt made.. 
Whiche when the bretherne lawe , they were ſtriken ſtraight 
with a great feare , and with all haſt weneto. ſhowe. there bylſ- 
ſhopp what they had found, who as it hap was that ty- 
mel tarie aby vious alone in the fartheſt place from thechur- 
chachoing doſed > ers about with the flowing and. ebbing 
fluddes of the ſea... For there was he. wons alwayes 70 kepe PIES 
the tyme of Lent, andallo xl. day es before Chnſtmas tion of 
ate r PH IE of abſtinence, pra Ree hes, In ks — 
alſo his reuerend ns: c utherte before that he. went paſt... 
tothe Ile of Farne ,did at certaine. tymes ſecretly ſerue our 
Lorde in ſpirituall warfare . And they. browght hym a part of 
theclothes that were about the holy bodye .' Whach he both 
—_ thankefully as acceptable , and moſt ghad- 
ly reioy ataiebind miracles (for he. kifſed the-clo- 
thes with a grea TO TBI no the fathers 
bodye) Pr, 4m ye on ( quoth he ).newe clothes aboute the bod 
for chalechas ye haue broughe me, and ſo.layeitagaine ace 
cheaſt that ye haue prouided therefore: I khowe moſte. cex- 
tainly , that that place ſhallnot remaine longe emptie,, which 
15 hallowed with ſuch a ſpeciall grace of this heanenly mira- 
cle. Andhowehappicts he,vato.whome our Lord come i 
thor and cnerofallbly {ſe will vouchelafe to giue: leaue and 
lycence to reaſtein that place? Theſe and many lyke thin- 
g=s when the bylihoppe had ſayed with many.teares, and gre- 
PP 3 ate 
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ate compundtion, and trembling tounge , the bretherne dyd 
as he had bydden them,and wounde the bodye in nr to 
the;and putitin a newe cophin , and fo layed it abouethe pa- 
uement of thechauncell . And ſhortely after the dere belo- 
ued: of God ' Eadbert the byſhopp was taken with a bytter 
and burning diſcale , the which dayly encreaſed and waxed 
more feruent,ſo that nor longafter which, was the ſixte day 
of Maye he departed out of this world, and went ynto God, 
And his body was alſo layed 1n the graue of the bleſſed father 
Cuthbert ,' with the cophim ouer him , in which they had put 
the vncorrupted bodie of the ſayd father , In which place five 
nes and miradtes ſometimes done in reſtoring the ſicke ro 
their health,do beare witnes and confirme the merite and ver- 
tuouſe lynes of them bothe. OF which miracles we hauelo 
{ynſeput certaine in memorie in the booke of his lyfe . But 
yet we haue thought it conuemient 'to-adde thereto certaine 
in this hiſtorie allo, which we happened to heare and learne 
of late. 


Howeaceftaine man was cured of the palſey at his tombe, 
WH 2 \. The-41. Chapter, 


Here was in the ſame monaſterie a certaine monke 
named B , whoſe office of longe ame was ta 
ſcrue ſuch geaſtes and ſtraungers as came , and 1s alyue 
yet to'this daye,a man of whoſe much deuotion and religiou- 
le conuerſation all the bretherne and ſtrangers that reſorte 
thither to beare witnefle and teſtifie. And that obedicntly and 
dewly hedorh the office put vnto him., only for the reivards 
that he looketh foraboue..'This man on a certaineday when 
he had waſhed in the ſea the mantels or clothes that he occu+ 
pied in the hoſpitall, comming home ”= was in the myd 
way ſodanly taken withapaine in his bodie, in fach wile that 
he "tran on the earth, and laye flat on theground-/for/a 
{pace,and could {cant ar laſt get vp againe; And when he was 


ryien 


CHVRCH ON ENGLAND. | Thefourthbooke, 
en vp he feltethe halfe part 'of his. body a 
fete to begrenouſly taken and ſtrykew with a and 
- ſo with muchpainche came hometo the howle leaning on a 
ſafte. The bb eoivend encreaſed litle,and lule:and when 
night came,was waxen ſo grepis and painfull,that the next 
day he was (cant able toryle vp or go by hamſelfe. Into which 
paine and aduerſitic he being thus brought, conceaued in his: 
mynd a profitable way and counſel}, which was to get him'to 
the churche by ſome meanes or ther as well as he could, and 
enter into the tombe of the bleſſed father Cutberte , and there 
 ypon his knees humbly to beleche the highe foucraine good- 
nes of God,that either he might be delivered from the anguj 
and paine,if it were ſo good and profitable for him-yptels if it 
behoued him to be lager chaſtened with that grief by the gra- 
tioule prouifion of God , that he might then' patiently and 
* with meke mynd beare and ſufferthis paine and affliton. put 
vpon him. And ashe had deuiſed and purpiddbine Nerd 
ſo he didan dede,andibearing vp and ftayin bir folds lytrinive 
with a, ſtaffe he wentinto the churche, and there: fell '\downe 
proſtrate at the corſe of the man of PITS feruent 
entent and deuotion that through his helpe interceſſion 


our Lorde wold begood and mercitull vnto him. '- And as he 


was at his prayers falling as it werein a certaine ſofte' ſhamber, 
he felte (as he hitn (clfe was afterward wont 'to tell )'like'as 2 
great brode hand touche his head 1m that place where the grief 
was,and with the ſame touchi paſle along ouerall his body 
to the very feete,on that ſyde ks the paine laye , and there 
with al by litle and litle the grief wetaway,and he chers 
followed perfedte health : which done he awoke” forthwith, 


and roſe yp ſound and hole and gening thankes'ro- our Lorde 
for his health,came and ſhewed the brethern what had chaun- 
ced vato him. And at the great rezoyling of all men he retour- 
ned againe to the office and feruice that he was' wonte _ 
__ genvy 
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I 7 EIT it were made better and more 
fable | by this tryeng and examining ſcourge of God. 
The clothes alſo- wherewith the holy body of Carberte was 
clad either before in his lyfe time , orafter when he was dead 
i. did not want the grace and gyfte of healing the ficke: as 
hirdro- who ſo will reade,ſhall fynd inthe booke of his lyfe and ver- 


meof $, 
Bedes euEs. 


workes, - How acertaine man of late at $,Cutbertes reliques was cured of a 
great ſore in hus eye. | 
The.zz. Chapter. 


E T this one thing is notto be paſſed oner or vnſpoken 

Y orpmtict three yeares paſſed was done by and at his 
reliques , as was tolde me by the ſame man on who» 

me it was done . And-it was inthe monaſterie , whiche 
1s buylt om riner of Dacore , and thereofhath his na- 
me- ,n whiche that time Swithere a good religioule man 
was head and Abbot. In that monaſterie there was a cer- 
taine yong man, that, had a foule vnhanſome ſwelling in the 
wn CT Raraery WIE”-4 ens, res yke to 
e of his eye. The phyſirians layed 

thereto to aſſuage the ſwelling , but "rhey 
could doo no :{ome men wold haue it to be cut of, other 
layed no,for feare of a farther danger . And thus the foreſayd 
poore brother continewed in this caſe no {mall time,and could 
get no helpe at mans hand againſt this perill of the loſle of his 
eye,but rather it daily encreaſed and waxed worle , till at laſt 
it was his chaunce through the grace and goodnes of God to 
be healed|ſodainly by the 7s a of the moſt holy fa- 
ther S. Cuthert , For when the monkes had found his bo- 
dy not rotten nor corrupted afterit had many yeres lyen bu- 
ned,they tooke partes of the heare of his head,which in maner 
of reliques they mi ght giue or ſhewe for aſigne of the miracle 
to their fryndes when they came, and delyred the ſame, A litle 
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te of theſe reliques were hay ras += 192 of 
keping of one of the prieſtes there named Thridred , who 
now 15 of the houſe. Which mi on a certaine daye went 
ro the churche and opened the ſhrine of reliques,togeue a par- 
te therof to afrynd of his. Atwhat time it chaunced , the yo 
man which had the ſore eye, was preſentin the churche . Ant 
when the prieſt —_—_ his frynd ſuch parte therof, as he 
wold,he gaue the reſt to the yong man to lay vp againe in his 
place. Who by a good motionand minde that came to him, as 
{one as he had-receaued the heares of the holy head, tooke the 
andPur them to his ſoreeye, and helde them there a ſpace to 
kepe downe and aſſuage the greuouſe ſwelling therewith. And 
that done he layed the reliques vp againe in the ſhrine as he 
was bidden,beleuing that his eye ſhould ſhortly be healed by !f7 
the heare of the man of God, wherewith he was touched. And Tow pre 
his faith and beliefdeceaued him nor. Forit was at that ti= ' $0097, 

me(as he was wont to tel) about vij.of the clocke in'the 


ſuch taich 
morning.And as hetho evpo his buſynes and wee my 
about other ingſs as Mu 1 Fyou RE 


daye required, towards ſuch mira 

none the ſame \ hehanned Goadat tO tou» > 
che his Mer which he felre and found 

f with the eyled and all, as whole and 
ſounde,as if ther had neuer be- 
ne ſene any blemyſhe = 

or {wellinge 

therin, 
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How Acdilwalde Cutberts ſucceſſour lyuing a folitary and here- 
mytes lyffe alayd by prayer for certaine of his Bretherne a greate tem 
peſt in the ſea. 


The,1. Chapter - 


RE HE famous and reuerende father Aedipalde, 
i which by vertuous and worthy, behauiour of 
B22 him felfe many yeres in the monaſtery called 
Vy ; Inripe, brought the ofhice of prieſthoode ta» 
SR ken vppon him in greate reverence and eftt- 
mation. , ſucceded Cuthbert, the-man of God1n, prattiſe of 
that ſolytary and lonefull lyfte,which he paſſed in Farne iſland 
before hs was made biſhoppe. Whole, warthyneſle and good 
lyfe,that all men may more cuidently e, I will declare: 
one miracle wrought by him as one of the ſame company for 
and in whome it was wrought, declared to-mg:to wit Gurfride 
a faithfull ſeryante of Teſus Chnſte by vocation a prieſt , who 
afterwarde was Abbot of che (amechurch of Lyndiffarne whe- 
re he was brought vpp .. Icame(flaidehe) with jj . other off 
my bretherne to. Farne I{land delyring to ſpeake with the reue- 
rend father Aedilwald. And when, we had talked with him a: 
whyle to our greate comforte , and afterwarde receiuing his. 
blelsing haſte nyd homewagde againe, beholde, ſodainly as we. 
were in the mydeſt off the ſea, the caulme in which we ſayled 
was taken awaye,and ſo greate a tempeſt and ternble ſtorme 
came vppon vs,that _ with ſayle nor ower we coulde pre 
uaile,nor preſcngly leoke for any thinge but deathe. And when 
we ſtriuing longe with the wynde and the ſeas to no yn, 
oked. 
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looked backe at the lenght,if perchaunce by any ger mea- 
nes we might returne backe to the Tand agayne from whence 
we came, we manifeſtly perceaued that on euery fyde with lee- 
ke tempeſt our io was ſtajed , and retourne intercepted: 
and no hope of eſcapein our ſelfes: Afterwarde when we de- 
ſcried the lande a farre of and looked Redely rowardes the 
ſame , we ſawein Farneiflande that vertuous and holy father 
Aedilwalde come out of his caue toloke howe we layled awa- 
ye.For as ſone as he heard the bluſteringe of the winde, and 
rage of the Ocean ſea, he came foorthe to ſee what might ha 
pen andchaunce'to vs. And when he ſawe vs labouring 
againſt the ſurges of theſea,and in cleane deſperation of reco- 
uering the lande, he fell downe n has knees:and/prayed to 
almighty God,father of our Lorde Teſus Chriſt to deliver vs 
from that preſent daunger of death : 'And when he had ended 
his prayer,he appeaſed the rage of the ſeain ſuch ſorte;that the 
viola of the ſtorme all together ceaſing, we had windeand 
wether at will without any ſurges of the {ea or greate waues 
of water, vntill we came to lande. When we were on grounde, 
and had layde our ſhippe at ancre, ſtreytwayes the ſame ſtorme 
and tempeſt whuch for our ſakes was a litle whyle alayed , be- 
ganne againe,and ceaſed not his rageall that daye , tothende 
1t might be geuen vs to vnderſtand, that the licſe caulme which 
happened, was genen of God from heauen at the contempla- 
tion of that godly mans prayer,to deliuer vs oute of daunger. 
This vertuous man, high in fauour with God continued in 
Farne1(land x1.yeares,and there died:but heis buried in Lin- 
diſfarne iſland:Nere to the place where the bodyes of the fore- 
mentioned biſhops lye:in ſaine Peter the Apoſtle hischurch, 
Thele thinges weredone in kinge Elfrides raigne , who was 
4 of Northumberlande xviy . yeares after his brother Ecg- 
p 


Howe byſſhoppe Tohn cured a durame man , with bleſvinge of 
YUnOPPe , WW "T: 
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hym, 
The2. Chap. 
of Beuen, "w- N the beginninge off this kinge his raigne when biſſhop- 
lake. I pe Eata was dead, John famous for his/ 10tegritie/ and pure 
yfe tooke the biſhoppricke of Hagulfiald vppon him :.of 
whome his neare and familiar acquaintaunce were wonte to 
reporte many ſtraunge miracles aud vertues wrought at duer- 
le ſeuerall tymes:an _ amongeſt all other , Berechum 
ſometime his deacon, butnowe Abbot of the monaſtery caul- 
led [nderwodde:a man woorthy of all reuerence and credit for 
his truethe; off the which I haue thought good to commite 
one or two to.your memories. There 15 a ſecrett and: ſolytary 
manſion place compaſled aboute with a greate wood , and 
Cloſed rownde with a decke diſtant from Hagulftalde not pa- 
ſte a myle anda halffe, but diuided with the nuer Tine whi- 
cherunneth berwixte them boothe, hauing a churche yard off 
ſainfte Michael the archangell where this holy man. was.wo- 
unte toſciourne and abi abode very often ,.as occaſion, 
and time ſerued , with a fewe of his companions , and geue 
him ſelffe moſt earneſtly. to prayer and ſtudie, but ſpecaally 
in the Lent. And when att a certaine tyme(lent being ar hand) 
hecame thither to abyde after his accuſtomed, manner , he 
commaundid thoſe that were aboute him to ſeeke ſome poare 
begger, and impotent Lazar , whome he might haue wyth 
him all the time of his continuaunce there, toextende his cha» 
ritie and dealc his almes vato, There was in a towne not farre 
off,a younge man , that was dumme well knowen of the biſ- 
 ſhoppe(for he vied to come before him oftentimes to receiue 
his nndrmbich was.neuer able to ſpeake ſo. much as one 
worde. Beſides,he had ſuchan vnſemely ſore in his head, that 
in the crowne and hyer partes there eoulde not a heare take 
rote, only a fewe euill fauored rough heares ſtoode ſtaringe 
ound about his temples , This unpotent Lexar the bilkop 
COM=- 
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commaunded to be brought thither, and a harbour made for 
him within the precin& of his houſe, where he might ordinari- 
lye wy day receive his almes : And when one weke of Lent 
was paſt, the next ſounday he willed the poore' man to come 
mto hleehen he was come, he bydd him put oute his toun- 
, and ſhewe it vnto him, and takinge him by the chinne, ma 
% a figne of the holy croſſe vppon his tounge: and when he 
had ſo figned and bleſſyd it, he commaunded him to plucke ir 
in againe,and ſpeake ſayinge,ſpeake me one worde, ſay pea,gea, 
which in theengliſh tounge 15a worde off afhrmation and' 
conſent in ſuch fignification as yea, yea, Incontinent the ſtrin- 
ges of his tounge were looled , and he ſayd that whiche he was 
commaunded to faye. The biſhoppe added certaine letrers by 
nameand bid him ſay A: hefaid A ſay B. he ſaid B. and when 
he had ſaid and recited after the biſhop the wholle croſſe rewe, 
he put vnto-him fillables and hole wordes to be pronounced . 
Vnto which when he aunſered in all pointes oodicdy; he com- 
maunded him to ſpeake longe ſentences,and ſo he did:and ce- 
aſed not all that day and nightfolowing,ſolonge as he coulde 
hold vpp his head from ſleape,(as they make reporte that were 
reſent)to ſpeake and declare his ſecret thoughtes and purpo- 
es,the which before that day he could neuer vtter to any man: 
in leeke manner as that longe lamed' Lazar, who-reſtored'by 


the Apoſtles Peterand Iohn , tothe vie of his legges agayne 48.p.z- 


Rode vpp and walked , andentred into the temple with other 
walkinge and leppinge and prayſing God with muche ioy and 
myrthe, that he could nowe go vppon his legges., the whiche 


benefit he had lacked longe time before : The biſſhoppealſo 
| the 


reioyling that he had his ſpeache againe, commaun 
phificion to take the ſore ofhis head in cure, Which he did,and 
helpe of the biſſhopps benediQtion and holy prayer,theſkin- 
ne came againe,and heares grewe as fightly to ſee as any other 
mas, So he that was before euil fauoured, dumme,and alothe- 
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ſomecreature to looke to, he was nowe made a hanſome yo- 
unge man, his countinuance amyable and pleaſaunt to behol- 
de,his tounge ready and expedit to ſpeake, his heare curled and 
faire to ſee. And fo reioyling for the recouery of his healthe, 
hereturned home , notwy ing the bilſhop offred him 
lodginge and gentyllentertaynement , amongeſt his owne fa- 
mulye. ; 
Howe the ſayd byſſhoppe healed aſycke mayden by prayer. 
Thez.Chap. 

He ſame good Abbot Berecht tolde me an other greats 
muracle / env by the ſayd bilſhop:and this it was. When 
that lerned prelate and Reuerend father YY\ſfride after 


longeexile and baniſhement was recouered againe to the biſ- 
ſhopnicke of Hagulftalde, and theſame biſhop Iobn tranſlated 
co Yorke after Boſ ( a man full of all godlyneſſe and humili- 


tie )was departed oute of this tranſitory lyfe,he came on a cer- 
taine time to a Nunnene in a toune called Yetade,wher Here- 
buge was abbeſſe. When we were there ſaid he , and intertained 
gently with good harte and chereful countinence of al,the ab- 

etolde ys thatone of her couent and younge nonnes(whi- 
che was her owne daughter)beinge ficke, lay languiſhinge and 
pininge awaye, becauſe ſhe was lett blood off latein her arme: 
and whule ſhewas thinking off it in her fonde and foolyſhe 
fantalye, the ſodayne payne made her veryyweake: whiche 
growing vppon her more and and more, thearme where 
the vaine was opened , waxed very fore , and fo piteful- 
ly ſwollen , that a man coulde ſcarle clippe it with bothe his 
handes , and ſhe lyinge in her bed for & greate intolerable 
ne ſemed to bealmoſt dead and at the pitts brimme. Where- 
the Abbeſſe beſought this good biſhop to go in and bleſ- 
ſe her.Becauſc ſhe beleued ſtedfaſtly that if he did other bleſſe 
her or touche her,the vehemency of her deleaſe wolde ceaſe, 
and ſhe ſhuld ſtratyways beginne to amende; He alked arr 
w 
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when ſhe was lett blood , and vnderſtanding it was donne at 
the prime of the mone,ſayed, that it was very vnſkilfully and 
and vndiſcretly donne to lett her blud at the prime of the mo- 
ne.I remember well (quod he} Archebiſhop Theodore(renou- 
ned among all his poſteritie) tolde methat lerting of blud and 
opening the vaine was very daungerous about the firſt quar- 
ter of the moone,and ryſinge of the ſea. And what can I do for 
this maiden,nowe ſhe 1s at ; Aerie doore? Not withſtandinge 
ſhe beſought him very inſtantly for her daughter , which ſhe 
loued tenderly(for ſhe purpoſed to make her abbeſle after her) 
and at the lenghe with much a doo obtained , ſo much of him 
as to go'into he chamber,and ſee the ficke maiden: Wherefore: 
he tooke me = yn went to the _ whuch lay lan- 
guiſhinge(as I ſaid) with greate and intolerable paine in her ar- 
me,ſoſwellinge that it ks not once bowe Laure? elbowe. 
And ſtandinge there he ſaydcertaine prayers ouer her, and af- 
ter he had bleſt her, went out againe. When we had: fate an 
houre at the table,one came in and called for me , and(leading, 
me a ſyde from the company,fayde,Coenburge ( for that way 
the maides name ) delyreth you to: come to heras ſone as 
you can; When I came in to-the chamber I founde her very 
cherefull' and mery andas it werealmoſt hole. And when I 
had fate by her a ry we call for ſome drinke {aide ſhe? 
with a will quod I,and 1 am right ou ar able: 
ts Mgaby. had tothe dronke., _ gar declare 
yntome, that ſenſe the biſhoppe had prayed for her and bleſt 
ler,and went out of the chamber, ſhe etoamend and 
Waxe arty cs _ _—_ L haue not recouered my for- 
mer ſtrength againe,quod ſhe, yer all the anguiſhe and paine,. 
1s Saododes Neu S arme(whereit was moſt fmat Iced 
a out of all other partes of my body , the biſhop as it. were 
carying all out of doores with um, though yer the {welling ie- 
meth ſcantall alayed in my arme.As we were taking our ye 


=” 
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and departinge thence , the ſwellings alſo went away , as the 
trams ug angutſhe of her body did before:So the maiden de- 
uered from daunger of deathe and other wofull wooes, gaue 
laude and praiſe to God with the reſt that my aca, 62 

and waytinge vppon her. 
How he healedan Earles wife with holy water. 
The. 4. Chaprte r 
F this forlaid biſhoppe , Berecht abbot of Inderwodde 

told vs another miracle not much vnleke this. An carle 
called lord Puch had a manour, abbout two miles from 
our monaſtery,whoſclady had bene trobled with ſuch a vehe» 
ment deleaſe for xl.dayes,that in i1j.weakes ſpace ſhe was not 
Dedicati- able to be caried out of the chamber,where the lay. It fortuned 
onof onedaythis deuouteand godly father to be ſent for by the 
burns, earle to dedycate and hallowe a churche,and when theſolem- 
nity of this dedication was paſt, and the churche halloed , the 
carle inuited him hometo his houſe , and(as ciuilite and cour- 
tely required) deſired him to diner . The biſh6p refuſed his 
gentilneſle , ſayingethat of dewty he muſt returne and go to 
the nextabbaye;But che carle moſt inſtantly entreatinge him 
promiſed that he 'wolde do great almes to the poore , if he 
wolde vouchlaffe to go home to his houſe that daye and. 
Fan © ora him 1n Ng as Weg 
did, promuſinge that I wold almes alſo to xelicue the poo- 
re, Fre wolde go to Ine an the earles houſe, and bleſle 
him andhisfamilie. And when we had obtained ſo much of 
him with longe catreataunce,we went to the earles houls to 
take our repaſt, The biſhop ſent the ſick lady by one of the 
company that came with him,ſome of the holy water , which 
he hallowed in dedicatis of the church,commaundinghim to . 
will her to drinke of it, and to waſhe that parte of her body 
with the ſame wher thegrief was moſt vehemet. Al which be- 
ing done ſhe role out of her bed whole and ſounde, Andper- 
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ceauing that ſhe was not only cured ofher longe infirmine 
and delcaſe,but made alſo as lyuely, luſty and ſtronge as ener 
ſhe was before,came to the table, ſhewed her ſelfe very offici- 
ons in caruinge and drynkinge to the byſſhoppe and all the 
hole table and ceaſyd not to vie ſuch courteous officioſyrye, 
all the dynner ume. Folowing in this poynte ſaindte Peters 
mother in lawe,who delyueryd trom her hotte burnynge feuer, 
by the only touche of Chriſtes hande, roſe vpp as ſtronge and 


hole as eucr ſhe was before , and ſeruyd them at the table. 
Howe hecurydanother earlesſonnelyinge at the poynte of dea- 


the. 
The.5. Chapter. 
T "His byſlhoppe called another tyme in leeke manner to 


dedicate and halloe a churche of the earle Addi was de- 
fired,after all the ſolemnitie were donne , by theearle,to 

on to one of his children, which was very ficke and redy to 

, ans being beniimyd of al ſenſes andnatural operations of the 
bodye. the cophyn allo or cheſt where the 'ſhuld belayd after 
his deathe was preparyd and maderedy.Furdermore the good 
earle intreatyd hym with weapinge teares defirying for the 
paſsion of god that he walde go in and pray for j 19 anda be- 
cauſe.hislyte was both neceſsary and deare vnto him: for his 


partehe ſteadfaſtly beleued that y& he wold lay his hande vp- The faich 
pon hym and bleſlc him once,he ſhalde ſtreytwaye recouer, Ae 9f our. 


is deſire and longeentreataunce the by{ſhoppe went in , and 
ſawe him ( to the greate dyſconfort.and heauyneſle of all that 
were preſent ) redy to yelde vpp theghoſte , and the cophyn 
hard by himin which he ſhould be buryed. He made his prayer 
to god and bleſt him,and goying owte ſpake thoſe comfort» 
Ble wardes that men vieto hrck folke,to wytt, I pray god ſend 
yow'helthe and quyck recouery from this deſeaſe And when 
they had ſatea whyle at the table the chalde ſent to the carle 
hisfather , deſyringeto haue a cuppe of. wyne ſent him; for he 
44 | RR was 
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was thruſtye . The earle being glad with all his harte that his 
ſonne could drynk ſent him a cuppe of wyne which the biſhop 
had bleſſed. As fone as he had dronke of yt,he roſe owte ofhis 
bed, put on his clothes,came downe from his chamber,went to 
the greate hall,faluced the byſſhop,welcomed the gheſtes , and 
ſayde he had a good ſtomake and appetyteto eate. They com- 
maiidyd hym to the table and were glad that he was ſo well re- 
coueryd . He fate downe , he eate, he drank, he lawght and 
made mery with them and in all pointes behaued hynr ſelffe 
as the other gheſtes,and lyuinge many yeares after contynuyd 
1 the ſame Rate with owteany grudge of his olde defeaſe. The 
abbot ſayde this miracle was not donne in his ſyght and pre- 
ſence but he heard yt by relation of them which were preſent 


when yt was done. 


Howe by his prayer and bleſsinge he relieued one of his clerkes 
maruelouſly brooſed with a fall from his horſe and in greate dan- 


gerof deathe., 
| The. 6. Chapter. 

Ether do I thinke yt good to paſſe ouer in{ylence that 
\ greate myracle which a faythful ſeruaunt of our ſauiour 

Chriſte namyd Herebalde was wonte to reporte to haue 
bene done and prattiſed vpps hym lelfe, who ac that time was. 
one of his clergy;and 1s nowe abbot in a monaſtery that borde- 
ryth-harde vppon the ryuer Y /yre.So farre forth ſaid he,as yt 
was lauful for a man to judge I fownde all the whole Rate and. 
miners of his life correſpondet to that grauytye and holyneſle 
which 1s required in a byſhoppe:and of that I am ryghe well al- 
ſuryd becauſe T was dayly conuerſant with him. But touchyng 
his worthines#n the ſight of God,and fauour before the mygh- 
thy »ndge which ſercheth the ſecrets 'of all mens hartes ;E 
hauehad experience in many other , bur ſpecially in my felff, 
as a man whome he in amanner reſtoryd from deathe tolyfe 
by his prayer and benedition.. For when: in my firſt floryl(- 
thybgand luſty yowtho 1lyuyd amongelt his clergy, —_ 
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ſet to ſchole to lerne bothe to reade and linge, and had not yet 
abandonydall foolyſh fantafies , and yowrhfull panges , it for- 
tuned one day that as we rode with him we came into a 
goodly playne waye and fayre grene which ſemed a very 
trymme place to runne and coorle ower horſes in . And the 
yowng men that were in his company, EP of the lay 
{orte,beganne todelire the Byſhop to geue the leaue to coorle 
and gallop their horſes . But ac the firſt he veterly denyed and 
ſayd them nay with this checke: It is but a foolyſh fonde thin- 
yowe deſire. At the laſt not able to withſtande nor gayne- 
y theerneſt and importune requeſt of all the whole compa« 
ny ,heſayd,doif yowe wyl : mary {o, that Herebald refrayne, 
and abide with me. Than I entreating as ſuppliantly as I could 
to haue licence to galloppe my horle and coorle vpp and.do- 
wne with the other younge men(for I truſted well my horſe , 
which the biſhop him ſelfe had before geuen me) I could not 
preuaile at all . But when I {awe them take their horſes vppe 
with the ſpurres and fetch nowe this way nowe thatas conra- 
giouſly with ſtoppe and turne , as could be, the biſſhoppeand 
I beholding all their paſtime , I ſtrayt waies ouercomed with 
wanton courage could not ſtay my ſelfe, but went amongeſt 
the thickeſt 7 . meyer ranne with the beſt . And as I tooke 
my horſe vppe with the {purres , I heard him behynde my 
backe,with a deape figth, to ſaye. O mercifull God what wo» 
full woo,woorkeſt thou to mein ryding after thus ſorte . 1 
heard thoſe wordes,notwithſtanding with willful will I min- 


ded to folow my pome . And behold euen ſtraightwaye as 


a 
my horle wilde, fearce, and couragious with greate violence 
and force lept ouer a deeke by the waye , downefell I to the 
grounde , and as one ready to dye by and by,loſt all my ſenſes, 
and was not able to moue any one ioynate of my bodye. For 
whereas in the ſame place lay a ſtone cloſe to the grounde co- 
uered witha lice greene turffe,and not one other could be fou- 
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de in.all that plaine vally and leuell grounde, it fortuned by 
chaunce,or rather by thediuine prowdence off God to puni(- 
ſhe my diſobedience it happened,that I pitched vppon the ſa- 
me ſtone with my head,and hande which in the fal I putt yn- 
der to ſtay my1elf,andſo broke my thumme,and ſculle off my 
head,thar (as I ſaid before)I lay therelecke a dead man. ready 
for his graue . And bicauſe I coulde not be remoued thence, 
they ſtretched foorth-a pauihon , and made me a lodging the- 
re. This was aboute ſeuen of clocke in the morninge : from 
that houre vntill night I tanied there with out any noyſe or 
diſquietnes euen as 1t had ben a dead man: than I beganne to 
relive and came to my ſelfe againe,and was caned home tothe 
biſhops lodging, by certaine of my fellowes where Ilay ſpeach- 
leflc al that £2. <tr and vomiting blud, becauſe my bulc- 
ke and ynner partes,were {ore broyled with the fal.Burtthe biſ- 
ſhop for the tender affetis and ſingular good fanhie he bare to- 
me; was meruailous ſory formy mutfortune and deadly woun- 
de,and woulde notall that night after his accuſtomed manner 
tarry with his clergy, but continuing alone in watch all that 
night,as I may well conieQure,beſought the goodneſle of all- 
mighty God for my health-and preferuation. And cominge to 
my chamber early in the morninge , {aid certaine prayers ouer 
me,and called me by my name;and when I waked , as it. were 
oute of a.greate {[lumber,he aſked me , if I knewe-, who it was 
that ſpoke to me. AndI caſting vpp my eyes , faied yea right 
well, you ar my dere biſhop and maſter: than iaid hecan you 
recouer or liue? Yea quoth I,by yower good prayers if it pleaſe 
God.So ſtreytwaies laying his hand vppon my head:, and re- 
peting the worde of benediction returned again to his praiers, 
and coming to fee me againe alicle while x 4 , founde me fit= 
ting vppe in my bed,and well able tofj Then moued,as 
it were with ſome inſpiration from. heauen, aſked whether I 
knews without all{cruple and dowte, whether I was baptized 
Gr.NQ;: 
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or no:to that I aunſ{wered,yeaforſothe I knowe with oute all 
doute, I was waſhed 1n the holly fonte of baptiſme in remiſ- 
fion of ſynnes , and knowe the prieſtes name very well that 
baptized me: bur he foorthwith replyed ſaying: if you were 
chriſtened of him doubtleſle you are not well chriſtened: for T 
knowe him well,and.am nght aſſured that when he was made 
prieſt he coulde not for his dulheddid witt lerne , nor to 1n- 
. ſtrucenorto baptiſe. And for that cauſe I ſtraightly chardged 
him notto-preſume to that myniſterie which he could not do 
accordingly:As fone as he had ſpoken thoſe wordes he began- 
ne toinftructe and informe me 1n the faith againe: and it came 
to paſſe that as he breathed in my face, the payne vaniſhed a- 
waye,and 1 felt my body much better than.it was before. Than 
he called for aſurgion,and commaunded him to ſett my ſkull 
againe,and knitt 1t vpp together as it ſhould be , and by and by 
with his bleſsing I was ſo well recouered , that the next daye L 
was able to-mounte to my horle and ride with him tothe next 
=_ where he mindedto. lodge : And not longe after bei 
ly recouered I was baptized, This | biſſhopp.contin 
in the ſee,three and thirty yeres,and fo.tran « vw tothe 
ioyfull kingdome of heauen, lyeth buried in ſanRe Peters por- 
che,in a-monaſtery.called Inderwodde the yeare of our Lor- 
de.721.For when. he was not able for olde age to preach,teache, 
and gouuerne his biſſhopprike, he conſecrated and made Wil- 
fride one of his chaplins archebilſhop.of Yorke, and went to. 
the ſaid monaſtenie, and there with.good example and cone 
uerlation ended hus lyfe; 


Howe Cedwall kinge of the Weaſt Saxons came to Rometo be: 
baprized,and his ſuccefſour of deuotion went to the ſepulchres and: 
monuments of the bleſſed Apoſtles. 


The, 7 . Chapter; 
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of the weaſt {axons , when he had kept the ſouerainty 

in his country very ſtoutely for jy . yeres ſpace,for 

Gods fake and hope of an eternall kingdome in heauen 
forlſoke his owne vppon earthe , and went to Rome , He 
thought it to be a ſingular glorye and renowne for him , to be 
enerated at the ſea Apoſtolique, with the ſacrament of bap- 
tilme,by the which he lerned that all mankinde had entryeto 
the kingdome of heauen. With all , this hope he coneeaued, 
that as {one as by baptiſme he was clenſed from ſynne,and ma- 
de a member of Chriſtes myſticall body , he ſhoulde departe 
from this worlde to the eternall ioye, the which bothe by the 
rouidence of God, were fulfilled euen as he had ſecretly in 
bi minde determined before: For cominge to Rome when 
Sergius was Pope,he was baptiſed on eaſtereue , the yere after 
the incarnation of Chriſt 689,and wearing yet the white aps 
arel, and robes of innocency which were put vppon himin 
$502) fell iicke,and died, the 20.day of Aprill , Whome the 
Pope at his baptiſme named Peter, that he might beare that 
ty: quot of the Apſtole whole {epulchre and tabe he came 
to ſee, with good zeale and deuotion many hundred myles, 
and buried him honorably in his churche . And at the Popes 
commaundement , an Epitahphe was engraued yppon his 
toumbe.that bothe the remembraunce of his good zeale and 
deuotion might continewe in admiration trough out all ages, 
and the readers and hearers alſo might be ſtirred to the ileeke 


| and deuotion, Theepitaphe yas written after this 
orte, 


An Epitaphe vpon kinge Cedyall. 
All dignities and wordly a8 ag princely ye and mirth 
All palaces and caftells fironge, all ladies of greate birth, 

All triumphe all princely atiire,all precious pearle and pride 


T he feruent loue of henenly bleſſe, made C edyalk ſet a Fe 


And 
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And ſpedely to Peters ſeate and monument; at Rome 


His lufles and filehy ſynnes with me 10 0Mer come. 
Thri of _ a hougely ble prin to make 


And happely the ioyfull flare to endleſſe comforte take. 
Incontinent when his repaire was knowen among the ſtates, 

Full courteouſly they mer him all,and brought bim torherr gates. 
Pope Sergins ceauinge eke his $eale and godly minde 

Did io mf) niſe ham ftreyt,and from his ſynnes onbinde. 

He alt = his propre name,and did him Peter calls *© 


Dely weringe him from S athans ſnare, from myſery and from thral: 
But innocent ws worthy wight on earthe did not lenge 


V Vuthin fe we day: death did approche, ,and rocked him _— 
Vndoubtedly greate was bis faith greate was the mercy 0 
V V hoſe iudgmenzs who ſo ſeketh oute,ſhall creke when be is BOM. 
From Bruanny that famousiſle,to Rome he ſaffly paſt 
The monuments and A oftles tumbes,he ſawe al at bis later caft. 
Deathes fyery dart bis hart did perce and brought him to the tow 
V Vhere foyſteringe mans carcas lyeth ,yniill rhe trumpet ſo 
—_ couered with marbel flone by body lyeth at "fe, 
_—_—_— bu ſoule abideth, Gods wrath be did 
+ ms it 4 that be,who from his realme di ;5.20 
For earthly things did heauen obtaine,and boff naught by exchange. 
An other epitaphe. 

Here Cedwall is buried , otherwiſe named Peter kinge of 
the weaſt Saxons who died the xx.of Aprill in the ſecondein- 
dition and lyued thyrty yeares, or ther aboute, when that 
noble and mighty prince Iuſtinian was Emperour of Rome: 
and had raigned 11y. yeres inthe empire wi Sergius a trews 
paterne of Pe ao had fate 1j.yeres in Peters ſeate; 

As this good Cedwall was takinge his iourney toRo- 
me, uu oneof het kinges blond ſuceeded into: the croune 
of that realme, who after he had raigned there 37. yeares gaue 
| euer his kingdome ey plterr ne rw the gouernaunce of it , oP 
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his children,and went him ſelfe to the tumbes and monn- 
ments of the Apoſtles in Rome Gregory beinge the Pope, 
hauinge an erneſt deſyre to wander leeke a pilgreme here in 
earthefor a tyme,aboute ſuch md 0 at the lenght he 

Pilgrims. PIgHtc be more willingly receaued of the bleſſed faintes in 

getoRo- heauen:the which practiſe in thoſe dayes many engliſhmen 

ma wor both of the nobility and commons , ſpirituall and tempo- 
ourpri- ral, men and women, wer wonte to vie with much emulation, 
miriue 


ch Of the death of Archebiſhop Theodore. 
wo The.$. Chapter. 


; . HE yere after kinge Cedwall died at Rome,that is to 
YM | lay,the yere of our Lorde 690. archebiſhop Theodore 
worthy of perpetuall remembraunce for his fingular 
vertues,beinge very olde and 1n thoſe yeres , to which men 
commonly by courle af nature may come,to wit,foure ſcore 
and eight,departed out of this wordle. The which number of 
yeres a he ſhould lyuc and ce,was ſignified ynto him by re- 
uelation in a dreame:as to his familiare fryndes 'he was wont 
tomake reporte:He continued 1n his biſhoprike xx. yeres and 
was buried in ſain& Peters church,where al the other biſhops 
of Citerbury ar buried.Of whom with the reſt of his felowes 
equal both in dignity and degree it may be truly yerified that 
a: names ſhal liue in glory fro generati to generation time 
out of mindc;for that I may.yle fewe woordes,the church: of 
Englande for the time he was archbilſhoppe,receaued ſo much 
comforte and encreale in ſpirituall matters,as they could neuer 
before nor after. As touching his perſonage, his lyfe,his age and 
manner of death the epytaphe wntten yppon his tumbe in 
fowre and thirthy heroicall yerles doche manyteſtly ſert owre 
2 all cha: hops acceſle thither,of the which thele are the1uy.off 
6 wit; | 


A woorthy oo Iyeth here faft cloſed in this graue 
name of Theodore the greekes moſt iuſily gage. ' ; 
— VVukb - 


To whome ; 
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VVith tytle ryght the ſoueraymye hauynge of eche degree, 
Chriſte flocke he fed with 5-520" Rt almen do ryelſee. 
1113. of the laſt. 


His ſowle was ſett at liherty(that lumpyſbe lumpe of claye 
Dy/ſolued) when September had put Kc : AR away. 
And couetinge their feloſhip that lyueth «god? lyfe, 

Ts ———_— with angells hie,voyd off all care and ftr yfe. 


Howe after the death of Theodore Berechtwalde toke the arch- 
byſſnopricke yppon hym,and amongſt many other byſſhopps conſe- 
_ cratedand orderyd by him, he made Tobye ( a man very wall lernyd) 
b yſſhopp of Rocheſtre. 

The.g. Chap. 


B Erechtwald ſuccedyd Theodore, and was archbylſhoppe 


of Canterburye who before was abbot of a monaſtery 
lyinge hard by the north entree of the ryuer Glade other- 
wile callyd Rachwulf, a man dowtleſſe well traueled in the - 
knowledge of holy (cripture,and very {kyllfull both in eccleſ1- 
aſticall and:Monaſtical ordres, cenfures , and diſciplynes, but 
nothynge to be compared to his predeceſſout: He was choſen 


to this by{ſhoprycke the yere after the incarnation of Chriſt .tz.692, 


692; the firſt of Iuly , when Wichthrede and Swebharde were 
kynges of kent. He was colecrated the next yereafter , vppon 4 
Mm (beinge then the xxix.of Iune)by Gedwyn archbilibop- 
pe and metropolytane of fraunce and was}inſtallyd and pur 
1n poſleſszon the next day before the calendes of September, 
which was alſo vppon a ſundaye. Whoamongſt many other 
bylihopps of his creation, after Gebmund by{ſhopp of Rocheſ- 
ter was dead,dyd conſecrate and ſubſtitute Tobye in his place, 
a man well expertein the latyn,greke,and Saxon tounge , and 


all other liberall ſciences. 
Howe Ecgbert a holy man, woldegladly haue gone to Gnas 
reache,and coulde not,and howe /ittberze went thither in deede, but, 
rg he could do no good,returnyd backe to Ireland, from whence 
ecame. | 


The.10. Chap. 
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He very ſelf ſame tyme Ecgbert a moſt reverend pri- 
eſt , and faythfull ſeruaunc of our faniour Chriſt of 
me to be named with honour and reuerence , who ( as 
we ſayd before ) lyued leke a 0. 5767 in Ireland , to obtayne 
zternall lyfin heauen, purpoſing with him ſelfe to profitt ma- 
nye,tooke vppon him the office of an apoſtle to preache the 

worde of God to certayne conntnes , which had notyet rece- 
| uydtheſame nor heard of it. And many fuch countries he kne- 
we to bein Germany,of whome we Engliſhmen or Saxons, 
which nowe inhabit Brytanny are wel knowen to haue our 
beginninge and ofipringe. Al which of the brytons our neigh- 
bours are corruptly callyd Germans , for of them there are Fri 
ſans * Rug yns, Danes, Hunnes,old Saxons, * Bruchtuars and 
many other nations bel1des,obleruing yet the rytes and: cere- 
monyes of paynims,to whome this valiant and noble fouldias 
of Chnſt purpoſed to go, after he had ſayled rownde aboute 
Britanny,yft happely he myght delyuer any of them , from the 
bondage and thrauldome of Satan and. trade them toward 
Chriſt: or yf this could not come to paſte according to his ex- 
peRation , then he fully determined to travell to Rome bothe 
to ſee andto worſhip the chappels,monumetes, and tumbes off 
the holy Apoſtles and Martyrs : But the ſecrett working off 
God,and an{wers by reuelations from heautn ſuffryd hym to. 
atcheue neither of thefe enterpriſes . For when he had cholen. 
'. Certayn ſtoute men to accompany hym, and ſuch as were 
moſt meeteto preche the worde of God ,a{well fortheir good. 
geſture and comly action , as for their profounde knowledge 
and wiſdome,and had preparyd allthinges neceſſarye for their. 
Voyage to the ſea, there came to him one day early in the mor- 
nyng 2 religious man , that had bene ſomtymes ſcholler and 
ſcruaunt to that good prieſt Boyſyll in Britanny , at what ti- 
me this ſaid Boytyll was checte gouerner of the abbay of 
Maylros vader Eate their abbott (as we haue ſighed before) 
and. 
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and ſhewed hym a viſhon that he had the ſame nyght, and {ayd- 
When matyns was donel layd me downe vppon my bed , and 
falling in a litle ſabringe ſleape, Boytil that was ſomrymes my 
good Maſter and bringer vpp appeared to me .anddemaiiding 
many queſtios alkyd whether I knewe hym. Yea Syr very wel 
quoth I:yow ar my elpeciall good Maſter and frynde Boyjll. 
Then ſayd he,l am come nowe to ſhewe ower Lorde and 1au- 
dur Ieſus Chriſtes commaundemer to Ecgbert:che which not- 
wichſtanding this,muſt be hgnified vnto him by the. Tell im yy. GY 
therfore that he 1s not able to go forwarde with the 10urny, dein the 
which he purpoſcth. It is gods will he go rather and inſtructe = 
Columbes monaſtenes . This Columba was the firſt preacher es tha 
of Chniſtes fayth ro the Pies dwelling beyonde the greate md 6 I 
mountaynes northward, and the firſt founder of a monaſtery V+ for- 


h : 4 | bidden. 
in the1le Hu which was hadin great reuerece and eftimation the ow 


a long time both of the Scotres and of the Pictes. This {ard Co- erage 
lumbe 1s now called of ſome Columcell: deryuing his name by was by 
compotition of thelatin woordes Cella and Columba. Ecghere ee ers. 
hearing thys vyſhon gaue the meſſenger chardge that he che the 
ſhould reuelcit to no man , leſt peraduenture in the endear V2 _ 
might appeare'to be a vaine and fantaſticall viſton:but he con+ in Bukie 
fidering the marter ſecretly with him {eltf, feared it was in dede 4. 
trewe , notwithſtanding he neuer ceaſed to make prouwtion 16. 
for his iourney which he purpoſed to take for the inſtrution 2*Re5" 
of thoſe countnes in Germanye., But within 1y.or uy . dayes 
after,the ſame man cameto him againe , ſaying , that the very 
fame night after mattins was done, Boifill a agane Vn 
to him 1n a viſion,and ſaied thele words. W y diddeſt thou thy 
meſſage ſo negligently and {6 coldly to Ecgherr:Go nowe and 
tel! him that whether he will or no he ſhall go to Columber mo 
naſtcries.For,becaule their plowes go not right he muſt;reduce 
the ro good order againe . When he heard this, he chardged the 
meſlenger,ia leke manner as ke did before, to reuele it to no 
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man.And albeit he was ſo certified of the viſion, yet for al that 


he called tus _— rogether,and went forward on his 10ur- 


+, _ney.And when they had fraighted their ſhippes and laied ab- 


_ 'ordeall that ſhould be requitnte in ſuch a longe voyage,and ta- 
ried thee or 11 . daies for a good winde , there axoſe one night 
ſuch a vehementtempeſt ; that great part of the marchandiſe 
jn the ſhipp bein loſt ,ſhe was left in the middeſt of theſea ly - 
ing vppon onelyde.But norfvichſtanding this ſtorme, all Ec- 
bertes goods werefaued and his companions alſo. Then he 
Jaying as it were;the ſentence of the fol y prophet, this greate 
"tempeſt happeneth for my ſake , withdrew him (clff from 
that 10urney; and was content to tarry at home.But one of his 
fellowes named /Ghbert a man notable bothe for his minde 
mortifyed with contempt of worldly things,and alſo for deepe 
and profounde knowledge,toke ſhipp,and arnuing in Friflan- 
de preached the ghoſpell of Chriſt jj . yeares to the inhabitans 
there,and Readbert their ſoueraine and kinge.In the ende fin- 
ding all his labour ſpent in vaine amongeſt ſuch barbarous pe- 
ople, he returned to the ſolytary places where he lyued beto- 
re(to witt in to-Ireland)where he paſſed many a yeare leke an 
anchoret in much perteion,and ſerued God in filence and 
contemplation, and becauſe he culd do no good in conuer- 


tinge thoſe foryners to the chriſtian faythe , he ſtudyed howe 
yy Vertuouns-., 


he might better profitt his owne countrey me 
example of lyfe. wits, 


How Wilbrordepreaching in Friſelande conuefted many to Chih 
Re,andhowealfo the ij. Henwaldes his companions weremartyred,*; 
The 11, Chap. Ah * 


CE EDEFE 

\\ ©:1/4 | neither he him ſelff could be ſufffed to g@7 
Ds /://-2\preache to the countries of Germany 
WENN & was ſtayed for ſome other greate' co 


MV (35; tie of the churche whereof he had yv 


|'HEN that godly mi Ecphert rceaued : 4 
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%. cominginto the countrey,went to a farmers houſe,and defired 
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coming into thoſe parties did profit any thing , he afſaied yer 
the ſeconde time to ſend thither forthe ſetting forth of Gods 
worde certaine holy and vertuous men, able and willing to ta- 
ke paines, amongeſt whome that notable and excellent lerned 
man Y/\lbrorde prieſt, was chieft. Who after their arriuall thi- 


ther being 1n number x13.went ſtreyt to Pypine chiefe gouuer- 


Friſeland 


conuerted 


nour then of Fraunce:where being very frendly intertained of *9 be fai- 


him,becauſe he had lately taken the lower part of Friſland,and We 


by force driuen oute their kinge Radbed , he ſent them thither 
to preache ayding and aſſiſting them with his princely au- 
thoritie that no man ſhould by violenceiniury them, or inter- 
rupte their preachinge,and alſo bountifully rewarding all fuch 
as would embrace and receiue the faitthe, Whereby it came to 
paſle by the als1ſtaunce of Gods grace thatin ſhorte tyme they 
conuerted very many from 1dolatrie to the faith of Chriſt. 
Afrer the example of theſe holy men,y. other engliſhe prie- 
ſtes which had voluntarily liued in baniſhment a longe tyme 
1n Ireland for hope of @ternall lyfe,came to Saxonie,it happe- 
ly by their preaching they might winne any to Chriſt. As theſe 
ood men had leeke deuotion,ſo had they bothe one name, 
Tae bothe called Henwalde. Yet for dinerhtie to knowe-one 
from the other,one was called blacke Henwalde, and the other 
white Henwalde, becauſe of the dinerle colour of their heare: 
Bothe of them had a greate zeale,and reuerend loue to Chri- 
ſtes religion.But blacke Henwalde was the better dune. They 


Li they might be conducted to the Lorde, which had the rule and 


% 
F 


gouuernaunce there, ſaying they had an embaſly , and other 


matters of Iaportaunce to declare ynto him. For the oldeSa- 
& x0ns had nokings but many Lordes to rule the countrie. Who 9fche old 
43 

» as often as there was ſurmile or feare of warres towarde, did 


» Caſt lotts equally amongeſt them (elfs , and yppon whome the 


* dott fell, him they folloed as their generall capitaine, as longe -_ 
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the warres indured,and obediently I what ſo euerhe 


commaunded. When the warres were done, all the Lordes wer 
equal in powre and authority againe,as they were before. The 
farmer intertained theſe good men,and promiſing to condut 
them to the Lorde of the {oyle according to their requeſt ſta- 
ied them 1y.ori.dayes in his houſe . W hen they were eſpied 
of the rude barbarous people , and knowen to be of an other 
religion, (for they ſoonge R 054859 ;7508 ,and other deuoute 
prayers,and faied maſſe, hauing with them bookes, and holy 
yeſlells,and a litle table hallowed , in ſtede of an aulter ) they 
had them in icololy , and ſuſpicion that if they came to the 
I.orde and talked with hint,they would turne him quite from 
worlhipping of their gods,and bringe him to the new religion 
of Chnites faith. Wherby a litle and licle all the whole country 
ſhould be enforced to chaunge the old auncient manner of 
worſhipping their Gods into ſome newe religion neuer heard 
of before. Wherfore they roke them away fodainly and killed 
white Herwald with a tworde and blacke Henwald with lon- 
ge torments and hornble di{membringeall partes of his body, 
and after they had murdred the caſt the1mio the nver of Rhene, 
T his fat when the Lord of thecoutry(whom they delyred to 
{ce) vnderſtoode,he was very angry,that ſtraungers repayring 
to him,could not haue free paſſage . And Rreytwais lending 
forth has men of armes (lew all / 0 inhabitaunts of the lame 
village,and burnt ther houſes downe to the grounde, Thoſe 
guod prieſtes, and faithfull ſeruants of our Sauiour Chniſte 

{uffred the third day of ORobre: and to teftifye their Martir- 
dom vnto the wordle, there lacked no nuracles from heauen? 
For when thezr bodieswere caſt of the paynims, (as we ſigni= 

hed before)1nto the ryuer Rhene,it ſo fortuned thatthey were 

caried againſt the maine runninge ſtreame, almoſt xl.miles, 
awhere = companions were, and a greate bright beame of 


lightreaching vp to heauen ſhyned cuery night ouer the pla- 
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ee , wherlocuer they came, they them ſelues that had cruelly 
murdered them beholding and ſeing the ſame. Moreouer one 
of them appered by viſ1on in the night to-one of their compa- 
Manger + name was Tilmon,( a noble man of great renow- 
nein the worlde, who from the high degre of aknyghr beca- 
came a monke ) ſhewing that he might finde their bodies 
1m thatplace,where he ſhould tee alight ſhyne from. heauen. 
The which came fo to paſſe. And their bodies being fo- 
unde,they were buried with alt honour worthy for ſich holy 
martires. And the day cf their Marurdome,or rather of the fin- 
dinge of their bodies , is kepte folemne and holy in thoſe par- 
ties with much deuonon and reuerence. Finally when that 
worthy and renouned Captaine of the frenchmen named Pi- 

ine, had vnderſtanding of this , he cauſed their bodies to be 
buried very honourably inthe church of Coollen, a famous 
citie ſituated hardeby therier R hene: Beſides it is commonly 
fared, chat in the place where they were kylled there ſpronge vp 
a fountaine , which at this preſent day floweth _ a greate 


Kreame to-no litle commodine of the country, 

How ij.reuerend and holy men were made biſhoppes to ſet forth 
and preache Chriſtes religion in Frifland , Switbert in Britanny, and 
Wilhrordein Rome The. 1z. Chapaer: 


T the firſt arriuall of theſe holy men:to Freſlande; 

A V Vibrorde hauing lycence of the prince to preache, 
went firſt to-Rome, where Sergins at thar prelent oc- 

Eupied the ſea Apoſtolique, thar with his lycence and bene- 
diction alſo he might ſet vpon that Apoſtolike office of prea- 
chinge to the Nw, colare c- he longe deſyred:hoping with al 
to receiue of him ſome reliques of Chnſtes holy Apoſtles 
and Martirs : to theend that while in the country where he: 
reachedhe ſhould ere churches, after the 1dolles were caſt 
out and deſtroyed, he-might haue ina readineſſe,ſome holy fa- 
inces rel1ques,to bring 1ntheir place,and to dedicat churches 1n: 
their honour, whole reliques he had receuid, Diuers other thin- 
| ges- 
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ges alſo he lerned and receiued from thence, requiſite for ſo 
greate an enterpriſe. In al which requeſtes when his deſyre was 
accompliſhed, he returned backs againe to preache.Ac the very 
lame time his bretherne and }companions leftin Freſland al- 
together bet to the ſetting forth of Gods word,chooſed out of 
theircopany ,a mi modeſt and ſober inal outward behauiour 
and humble offfpirit,called Swithert to be their bulhop. Whom 
(ſent for that purpole into Britanny)the moſt reuerend father 
in God Y//lfride did conſecrate, lyuinge then , as a baniſhed 
man out of his country amongeſt the Marſhes. For at that ty- 
me Canterbury had neuer a biſhop . Theodore was dead , and 
Berihwalde his ſucceſſour which went ouer the {ca to be 
conſecrated, was not yet returned to his biſhopike, The ſaid 
Swithert returning out of Britanny after he was conſecrated 
and made biſhopp , went within a ſhotte tyme after to the 
"Bruchtuars. And couerted a greate niiber of them to the per- 
fett way of truth:but ſhortly after whe the Bruchtuars wer ſub 
dued and conquered by the old Saxs,al that receiued the gol- 
py were diſperſed: ſome into this corner,ſome in to that: The 
iſhop him ſelf with certaine other went tg Pipine which at the 
earneſt ſute of his ladye , Slichildride gaue him a dwelling 
and mifion place in a 1fle ofthe Rhene,which in their toungue 
15 called /n | many is to ſay, in the ſea coſt; where he buyl- 
dinga goodly monaſtery (which his ſucceſſours po elleat this 
prelent)l ued a very auſtereand continent lyfe there, where al 
{0he died. After the foreſaid holy men that came to Friſland 
had preached there iijj.yearesor mo, Pipine with thecommon 
allent of all the country ſent that vertuous and worthy pre- 
late Y/ilbrodde,to Rome where Sergius was yet Pope,delyring 
that he might be made Archebiſhop of that parte of Freſlande; 


the which was fulfilled , accordinge to his requeſt the yeare 


ſence the incarnation of Chriſt.596, Vpon ſain& Cicelies day 


and in faint Cicelies churche he was conſecrated and pod 
Cle. 


Þ\ 


ND. 


eSHVRCH: OF ENGLA 


ſhoprycke,to witt xiii dayes afrer his cominge to Rome. At 
his returne Pipine alsigned him a Cathedrall Churche in his 
chief and principall cyte called by an olde auncient name of 


thole countries, Y/ilreburge as yow would ſay a toune in, V Vil. 
habited of the Y/Vikes. Tnthe french tounge it1s called Vl-,cogiq” 


trait , Where when this holy and reverend father had buil- 
didachurche and preaching thefaith of Chriſt farr and wyde 


and within ſhorte tyme after made many biſhopps cholen ci- 
ther out of thole that came preſently .with him , or of other 
which came thither afterward to preache,of the which compa» 
ny many are now departed to god, But Wilbrorde called 
otherwiſe Clement lyueth yet areuerent father euen for his a- 
ge; for he hath lyued 1n his biſhoppricke xxxy; , yeres and after 
many agonics and troubles of his heuenly warfare Jaboureth 
and panteth yet after the rewarde of cuerlaſtinge blyſle in hea- 


ucn 


thinges that he had ſene, ſome terrible to heare,and ſome worthy to be 
defired ofallmen. | | 
Ty The.1z. Chap. 


He very lame time was wrought in Britanny a miracle 
worthy ofperpetuall remembraunce and not ynleke to 


the olde auncient miracles of tymes paſt: for to ſturre vp © 


and reuiue men lyuing here yppon carth from the death of 
their ſoules,a certayne man ſtarke dead for a tyme, role from 
death to lyfe,and tolde many notable thinges that he had ſcene, 
of the which I thought it good to touche certayne briefly in 
this hiſtorie: There was in the coaſt of Northum (ina 
place callyd Incunning)an honeſt houſeholder of the countne 
which wath all his family lyued agody and vertous life : He 
fell icke , and by vehemency. of his 


of 
+ 


Clement of the {aid Pope,and forthwith ſent away to his bile, 


; firſt Are. 
chebiſhop 


had reuokyd many from blindnes and errour , heereged alſo 2 VV 
many churches and monaſteries through out al thoſe couryes, tridlid. 


Howe onein Northumberlatjd ryſing from deathe tolde many. 
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and more vppon hym , was brought to extremyty: andin 

beginnyng oF hon yihe dies Bucin rhe _— of the day, 
reuiuing agayne , and firtinge vpp ſodaynly : made all that re- 
mained aboute the corſe, runne a way as men wonderfully a- 
maſed with feare. Only his wife which loued himtenderly (al- 
though ſhe tremblyd and quakyd)tarried ſtill . And he comfor- 
ting herſayed, be notafraide, For I am nowe on in very de- 
kom death which had meas it were in priſon , and am per- 
mitred co hue in carth amongſt men againe, but not after the 
ſame maner and trade as I did before. From hence forth my 
conuerſation muſt be farrvnlecke to my former lite . And ry- 
hngby and by,he went to theparyſhe churche and continuin 
there in prayer vntill it was fayre day light forthwyth diui 
all his goods into thre partes:one parte he gaue to his wife , an 
other to his children,the third he reſerued to him ſelfe,and ma- 
de diſtribprion of it ſtraytways amongſt the poore. Not longs 
after diſpatched of all worldly cares he went to the Monal- 
tery of Mailros. The which is almoſt doſedin with a creeks 
of the ryuer Tiyde . Where being ſhoren in , he went into a ſe- 
cret cell which the abbot had prouided for him and conty- 
nued there yntill his dying day in ſuch contrition of harte-and 
mortefying of the body,that if his tounge had not reported yet 
his life had teſtified that he had ſenemany thinges bothe rermi- 
ble,and alſo comfortable which no other man ſene, Of 
the viſion which in his departure he ſawe, hetold after this ſos- 
te. He that conduRted and guided me inthis nifton had a good- 
ly bright ſhyning countenaunce , and was clothyd all in 
whute: and as it ſemed'to me,we went al in filence to- 
| wardes the ryſing of the fonne:and as we walkyd furder we ca+ 
me'to a great brode yally ſo brode, ſo l6ge,and ſo deepethat no 


wentſemed to haue one fide very ternblewith flaming fier,the 
other mtolerable with hayle ; and ſnowe; heating an percing | 


man could meaſure it. That which lay on the left hande as we . - 
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into euery corner.Bothe were full of mens ſowles,which Lee te 
apperyd to me to be caſt interchaungeably,nowe hither now Cos 
thither as it wer with a violent tempeſt: for when they could no veread- 
lenger luffre the intolerable heatejand flames offier, they leaped pie him 
to the mydſt of that hatefull and deadly colde. And when he 


ther he 
pitefully 1n could finde no reaſt there,agayne they wer reuerſed gy? for- 
into thoſe ynquencheable flames of fier, As an infinite number viſion, bi- 


of miſerable and wretched {oules were tormented without cea- mc 
finge or intermuſsion ('as 1 might then {ce ) with this alteration writers,as 


and interchaunge of paynes,l tothynck with my ſelfe, 3M 


p_ uenture this may be hell of whole intolerable torments I of yo 1 


ue heard men oftentimes talke . But ro this cogitation and ſach foa« 
thought of myne, my guyde an{weryd layeng . Na thinke not men. 
ſo for this is not hell as thowe doeſt ſuppoſe. But when he or rather 
brought me farder beingealtogether amaled with that terrible ie we 
fighe , I. {awe the plices rownde aboute vs ſodaynly leeſe olemed 
their lyght andeuery corner full of darkiſes-. As we entred a 
in tothem , within a lile ſpace they were ſo thycke that pogerh, 
I could fee nothing , but the brighe and core of him meat * 
which did conducts me . When we wene forward all alonein 22% 
this darkneſſe beholde ſodaynly there appeared before vs, ma- ming ts 
ny roundeflawes of fier aſtending as it were oute of a greate ©2* {2th 
rand falling downe againe into the ſame: When I was red. Truly 


rought thirher my conductour and guide vaniſhed away,and bene] 


left me alone in the mideſt of that darkneſle , and horrible the kes- 
ſiglit . Butas thoſe flawes of fyer flew vppeinto theelement wy 
Nill without intermiſsion , and fell downe into the do- on 
pagell gems ,I awethe topp of euery flawe that aſcendell ge,in his 
of mens ſoules,which in maner of litle ſparcles of fyer fly+ 5.5 29% 
ing vppewith the ſmoke were ſomtimes a hye , and when the caulche 
heate and vapors of the fier were gone, fell downe againe into Joe 
the pitte, Moreouer a foule and noyſom fauour , breaking outreuclers. 
- with che ſame yapours infedted all the darke places pomndscotack 
IJ | \ _— TT 3 ue 
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i. ora abont. And as T tarried there ſomewhat longein greatehorrour 
'bimio and feare,not knowing what I ſhould do nor whether I ſhuld 
word. 0, or whatſhould be come of me , in the ende, I heard ſo- 
Eucn a5, Linly behinde my backe-moſt lamentable and pitifull crying, 
Auguſtin . F q | 
nercth, and withall a lowde ſkournefull lawghing,as it had bene of fo- 


bref aps me rude and barbarous people , inſulting ouer their enemyes 
4inelis, brought in captiuitie and thrauldome. As {one as the noylewa- 
cenghted xing more brimmer and brimmer came fully to my cares, I de- 
ternall a- {cried a multitude of wicked ſprites , which did hale,teare,and 
wing) o plucke, the myſerable and wretched ſoules of men , in to the 
cauſe be midſt of darknes,weaping,wayling, and lamenting their ſtate: 
nan the wicked {pnts1n the meane {kornefully laughing and trit+ 
deof phingat their myſerie:amongeſt whome,as well as.I could d1- 
” be 4,e {cerne,there was a moncke,a lay man,and a woman. 'The wic- 
and pro- ked ſprites drawing and haling them , went downe into that 
God him deape fyery flaminge dongell. Andyt came to paſle;that when 
"> 4 they were gone a greate way of, I could Kay? diſcerne the 
cinic.dejs lamentable crye of thoſe ſoules:neitherthe ſkornefull laughter 
C42-19- off the deuills, but had alwaies1n my eare a confuſe noyle. In 
themeane ſeaſon-came vp from the fiery flaming dongell,cer- 
raine euill fauoured blacke ſprites and compaſſed merounde 
aboute,and with there fiery eyes , and foule ſtinking ſauours 
which they breathed our hadalmoſt ſtrangled me:Belides.they 
threatned to-take me with the fiery forkes in their handes : yet 
they could in no wiſe touche me,although they aduentred to 
fraye me.When I was compaſled in euery fide with ſuch foule 
finnes, and-ougly darkneſſe I caſt my eies now this way nowe 
that way if h Ot 1" GH come any. aſsiſtaunce or help 
to ſaue me:and behold there appered. behinde me, (.enen the 
very ſame way I came ) the glimfing of a ſtarre , ſhining in the 
midſt of that darkenefle , ws 2 waxing brighter and brighter 
and coming apace to me,diſperied thoſe wicked. ſprites away, 
which withtheur fyery pronges were ready to rent. me.in pe- 


ww - 


ces. He that came and put them to flight was the guide which 
conducted me before: Who turning ſtreytwayes the 
right hande , lead me as2t were ſomewhat northward where 
the ſonne riſeth in the winter,and with a trice brought me out 
of darkneſie into the faire brode light. And as helead men the 
faire ſhining light,I ſawe before vs a greate walle,whichi was ſo 
longe and1o hye;that on nether {1de I could fee any ende.l be- 
ganne to maruel] and muſe with my ſelf, why we ſhould go eo 
the walle ſpecially whe I ſaw nor gate, nor loope hole,nor any 
etherentrance vpto it:but when wewere come thither Ican 
nottellby- what meanes;we mounted quickly tothe toppeand 
beholde there was a faire brode fielde.;, both comfortable and 

leaſaunt ſo ful of (wetefragrat ſauours,and of freſh florisſhin 
; "089g that incontinent the {wete {mel droue away quite an 
cleaneall the ſtinking and lothſom ſent of 'rhatdarke: firy for- 
nace;which had almoſt me.So goodly and clere- a: light 
ſhined there in euery place thatitſemed-morefayret , thanthe 
brightneſle of the day and beames; of the ſome , when itis at 
the higheſt, There were in that field innumerable companies 
of white couloured.men,many leates , and infinite mulntudes 
of ſoules rezoyhng and triumphing .- As he lead methrough 
the middeſt of choſe bleſſed ſoules,, I ie to/thinke with 
{elfs,perchaungg this may be-heauen,of the which Lhiaud hear- 
de men /ofrentunes preache.. - To! this my intaginition and 
thought, he an{wered {aying,thus is not the kingdom of heauen. 
as thou doelt imagine. As we went forward and paſſed the re- 
ſing plages.ofthole bleſſed and happie. ſoules;- Llawe amore 
hrightss ſhining lgbe before vs than.the other was, and heard 
alweete melodious! noyſe of Muſicians. belides that ſucha 


{wete perfume and.fragrat ſauour brake out ineneryplace,that 
Sod ih inlobeon wig calguely paſ- 
| toes manners thoorher bright wings light — (ple 
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grene fielde in compariſon of this ſemed ſomewhat darke and 
obſcure.In to the which paradiſe of -as I hoped well 
we ſhould go ', fodainly my conduQour and guide ſtoode 
ſtill , and turning backe brought me agayne the ſame waye 
 wecame . In our returne , when we came to the manſions 
and reſting places of thoſe bleſled foules, he aſked me , _ this 
queſtion. Do you knowe what allthis is that yowe haue ſeene? 
I anſweredno: Then he faied vnto me . The vally which you 
ſaw homble with hotte flaming fyer,and ſharp byting colde is 
the place, where their ſoules remaineth to be examined andrri 
ed, which differring the cofelhion of their fynnes,andamend- 
ment of life had recourſe to penaunce in the inſtant and 
pointe of deathe , and fo departed owte of- this wolrde. 
Yet bicauſe they made humble confeſſion of their ſynnes and 
repented euen at the houre of their dgathe,they ſhall come to 
the kingdome of heauen at the day of iudgement , and ſome 
before.  For'the' good prayers, charitable almes , and de- 
uoute faſtinge of thoſe that yert lyuethe , and eſpecially 
the holy ſacrifice of the maſſe , helpe to delyuer many 
out of thoſe rorments., before that terrible daye . Moreo- 
uer the the fiery flaminge pitt, and ſtinkinge doungell , which 
thowe didſt {ee 15 hell mouthe,into the which wholſoeuer fal- 
leth,he ſhall neuer be delyuered thence. "Thaguoly | 
field full of odoriferous flowers where thowe ſaweſt all ioy- 
full zocund, and mery , is the very ſame place where theirſou- 
les ar receined- which departe outeof this lyfe in the ſtate of 
OY rn OTITIS 10 they deſerue to be 
ought ſtreytwaies in tothe kingdome of heauen , but for all 
that inthe day of 1udgement, ſhall haue the fight and fruition 
of Chriſtes deity and immorrall ioye with his choſen andele- 
Qed, Only they which are perfect in all their wordes, 


rhowughts;and dedes,ar caried ſtrayt to hEanem after they- have 
| tote eraaſceory y life, The place where thowheardeſt ; the 
* 372 : % | % WWects 
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AR TEE WAH v2 6/5 mr AnIeK an [Ir 
and bright ſhyning lighegs next adz 
ninge thy owne ſtate, becauſethou fhallhane hy naturallbo- 
dy,andlyueamongeſt men in the wordle ones ky” thowe 
wiltdiligently examan thy doinges vppon earthe, anddireQte 
hy _ ni our in vprightneſle Gmplicitie and re- 
vaine and ydell talke, certainly afſure 
thy —_ to ls place amongeſt thele bleſſed {oules 
bhick nia belt hemoeliien: incl awaye fora tyme and 
left the alone , it was for no other cauſe but tolerne and en- 
quire,what ſhould be come of the. When he had talked with 
me in this ſorte, I vtterly deteſted this preſent life and was fo - 
INAEY naturall body againe . I was ſo rauiſhed 
with the ſwete fragrantſanoures , Hr beurifull fights of that 
place which I Ldhes peciall their ſociety which for the 
time madetheir abode . Norwithſtandinge I durſt not be 
{o bold;as todemaunde any queſtion of my conduc- 
rourcrguide barinrheaideſofllaGanilitzr, I 
(by what meanes I MIT n rn oe 20g ny: 13. Eh 
ſightes and many other thin- 
ells,this vertuous and holy man wold not report to fleuth- 
and idell fol kes,men that had no regard of their 
owne life, but to ſuch only, as either diſmayed with feare of 
torments or rauiſhed with of eternall 1oye, wolde glad- 
] men crak] wich hop of ps jt 6.9? 
rte and encreaſe of piety .Wel,to be ſhorte ,in the ſame rewe 
where is celle ſtoode Arelleds awoke clled Hail phono: 
ted to the holy ordre of prieſthod., which he honoured much 
with his vertuous woorkes. 'This man remaineth yet a lyue, 
and lecke aſolitary heremitein Freland , fedeth his old impo- 
tent body with browne bred and cold runninge water, This 
anriregS vor 0 the ſaied holy man oftentimes, vnderſtade 
by eraine queſtion whach he propounded , , what ſightes he 


and liued as other me did. T 


Fall 


biſhop L 


| being 'werand cold, but tanied yaul they wer warmedand dryed 


warld,tfor the erneſt defire he had of heauenly felycinie,he 
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ſawe,after his body and ſoule were departed , and by his relati-' 
on all which I haue brefly declared , came ro our knowledge.; 
Moreouer he communicated his viſions with kinge Alfride, 
a man excellently lerned in all good literature , who hearde 
him with ſuch comfort and attention, that ar his delyre, he 
was placed at the length in the ſame monaſtery, and ſhoren in 
religion. In the which monaſtery at that time , Edilwald prieſt 
of moſt godly and modeſt life was Abbot but now he is made 

F indiſjarn,which church he gouerneth in right good 
ordre,both with holſome dodrine,and good example of lyfe, 
ſemely for his vocation, This holy mantoke after in the ſame 
monaſtery a more ſecret celle vnto him ,, where with more li- 
berty he might ſerue his maker, in. continuall praicr without 


intermiſſion. And becauſe the place was fituated vpon a riuers 
{ide,he was wontto dippe and plungiſhim ſelfin he fo | 
water oftentimes,for greate delyre to chaſtiſe hi t_ 


and corinue ther ſinging of plalmes Ind ather. duour prayers, 
a5 longe as he coulde abyde far cold the water now and then 
commung ypto his hippes,and nowand then to his chinn. And 
when he came out of the water he neuer changed his clothes 


by che natural heat of his bady.In the winter (caſon,whe: pea+ 
ces of z ce halt broke dropt down on euery.ſyde of inwbich 
of purpole he had broken to plounge into thenuer,and diuer- 
{c men ſeeing him,layd,it is a maruelous matter and traunge 


brother Dricbelme, ( forſo he was called) that you can 


polkibly ſuffer ſuch bitter and ſharpe colde , he anſwered fim- 

ye,(for he was but a {imple and ſober {pryted man) I haue 
lene places colder then this is. And when they ſaid ynto him, 
we maruel that you wil liue {o cotinent and auſter a lyf,he an- 
{wered I haueſene more auſteryte and hardneſle then this i 
So-vntill theday of his calling henes owte of this mike 


ny 


hed 
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nyſhed his old impotent with dayly faſtinge,and was 
good fruteful Ar Aererobges pen conuerſation a great wr 
orte to manye. 


Howe an other contrary wiſe dyinge founde all the ſynnes thateuer 
he had donne written in a booke brought vnto hyn#by the deuill. 
The.14.Chapter. 


Vtcontrary wyle there was a man in the countre and 
B prouince of the Marſhes whoſe yiſions,talk,and manner 
= of life dyd profite many,but not hym ſelfe . In the time. * 
of Coenrede which raygned dice king Eailrede,;there was a cer- 
taine lay man taken vypp for a ſouldiar and put in ofhce in the 
campe , who for his dy yu and aRtyuiie in feates of armes 
was greate in fauour with the kinge:but for the neg} 


negligenceand 
improuident care concerninge the ſtats of It 10G in 
diſpleaſure with the = the kynge d him 


efteſoones to make hum 510n of his ſinnes;and amend 
his former lyfe,and vtterly to forlake al his deteſtable ates and 
om atv leſt by deathes ſadayne prenencion he loſte 
tyme of repentaunce and amendment of hus life ; but he, not- 
withſtandinge this gentyll admonition , and fryndly exhorta- 
tion of his ſouerayne contemned and ſetnaught by thole com- 
fortable wordes of faluation, and promiſed that he woldedo 

unce afterwards, In the meanc ſ{caſon beinge vylited with 
[Inryane” he toke his bedd.and beganne to be more and more 
vexed with the vehement pangs of his dyſeale , The kinge 
came to his chamber ( for he louyd hym tenderly) and exhor- 
ted apd counſeled him, that at the leſt nowe he wolde falle to 
penaunce for has naughty lyfe,and finfull ates, before he died, 
Naquoth he. Iwyll got be confeſled now, but when Iam well 
recoueryd andable to go abrodeagayne, thanT wyll , leſt if L 
ſhould now do it, my telowes would faye thatI dyd it now for 


feare of deathe which in my yty ad health I wold ne» 
uer youchſafe to:do ..Whereitt tro his ownelecki 
© -- ©" "nou 


- 
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Rowtly and leeke a man, bur certes, as yt ap after he 

myſerably deceuyd with the crafry all of the deuyll. 
Whe the kynge came to viſite hym agayne,and geue him good 
counſell becauſe his deſeaſe grewe more vehemently ypon him 
euery daye, he crycd oute incontynent with a pytyfull and1a- 
mentable voyce ſaying - Alas what meane yow my liege,why 
come you hither? Yowe arenether able to profitt, nor plea- 
ſure me nor do me any good. The kynge an{weryd ſtreytways, 
Ah, ſay not ſo: fee ye play the wyle mans parte : Nay {ayth he,L 
am not madde, but I haue here vndoutedly before my eies a 
wicked conſcience all woundyd and mangled. And what is this 
ſaid the kinge? Yf yt pleaſe yower = gary quoth he : a litle 
before yower grace came; y. bewtyfull and hanfome yownge 
men cameinto'the howle, and fatedowne by me . One at my 
head,the other at my feete:andongl 
booke owrte of his boſome bur liclegn quantytye , and gaue yt 
me to reade.In the which when I looked alicle whyle,I founde 
all the good dedes that cuer T had done fayre. writtew:. and 
knoweth they were fewe in number and licle in efftete:w 
I had done,they toke the booke of me againe and ſaid nothing. 
Then ſodainly came thereabowte me an wholelegion of wic- 
ked ſprytes , and-beſeaped the-howſe rownde abowtein the 
_ vtter {ide,and fittinge downe repleniſhed every corner within, 
Than he which for his fowle euyll fauouryd blacke face, and. 
hygheſt ſeate apperydto be ſ amongſt them,takyng out 
a wool terrible toall mens Col manfiecbls for greatneſle, 
and for im ,comandyd one of his blacke 4 
to nenige/.ryie ee wheet read a litle,l ein 
the enormous deteſtable ſinnesthat euer I had commirred not 
enly in worde and dede;, butalfo in lyghr thoughtes written 
there in greate blackeletters:and he ſaid to the jj. fayreyounge 


men that ſate by me, Why t1tteyow here knowing moſt cer- 
mynly that this felow is owers?T hoy made anſwer, Trewe 1t 15. 
YOPOC Vs ; 


them toke agoodly faire. 


Take. 


T4 
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Take him and leade him away to the botomeleſſe pit of dam- 
nation : and with that they vaniſht away. Incontinent jj. wyc- 
ked ſprites hauyng fyer pronges in their handss roſe vppe and 
ſtroke me one in the hed, and the other an the ſole of my feete, 
the which nowe with greate torment and anguyſh creepe 
in to the bowells det internall partes — bodie, _ 
when they meete together I ſhall dye,and be drawen hence by 
the dyuels — and whyuering about me into hel with- 
out redemption, Thus ſpoke that myſerable manlying in ex- 
treme deſperation and died owte of hande,and now lymnge in 
thrauldome with the deuill in enerlaſtinge payne doth that 
unce ( but all in vayne) whichin his lyfe time! he myghe 
x6 done ifit had bene but one howre , with an aſſured hope 
of gods mercy and pardone for all his ſynnes. Ofthis mulerable 
and wrechyd man, it 15 etxdenrt that(as S. Gregorye wryteth of 
certaine ) he had not thoſe viſions for his owneſake , whome 
they auailed nothing atall, but for other men which knowing 
his lamentable end might be afeared:to differ and prolonge the 


ure, leſt by ſodayne preuention of deaththey dye impenitent. 
That he {awe dintels bookes brought before him by diuerſe 


me of repentaunce, while they haue oportunytye and lea- 


A true 


and ſondry ſprites,ſome good,ſome bad, it was done by the da- bar og 


uine proudence and permulston of god to putt vs in remem- 
braunce that our doinges and thoughts flee not away with the 
winde, but ar reſerued particularly to the ſtraite examination 
of the dreadfull judge . And at the ende ſhall be ſhewed to vs 0- 
ther by the good angells which frindfully wiſhe ourſaluation, 
or by the wicked ſj _ _ {pitcfully 09 30612976 
t16, Concerning that firſt of al Angells brou - 
he a fayre wes, booke, and the Mo eatde [car 
euill fauoured black lygger:the angels a litle one, they an vnme- 


| alurablegreate one :4t1sto be noted that in his childehode he 


did ſome good dedes, yet notwitſtandinge he diſgraced all that 


VV IT cuer 


doqrine _ 
for this 
wicked 
time. 
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euer was done with his lewde and looſe demeanour in yowthe, 
Bntif he wolde have amended in youth the wanton toyes and 


foolithe p of childhode,and with wel doinge rauneſomed 
them owt of the ſight of god , he myght haue bene broughtto 
their ſocietie,of whome the Plalme of Dauid ſaithe, Beati quo- 
ri remiſie ſunt &c.Bleſled ar they whole 1niquities ar forgeuen, 
and whole finnes ar couered , This tuſtory | thonght goed to 
ſer forth playnly and f1mplie,as it was declared vnto me of that 


worthy prelate Pechthelme , to the comforte of all {uche, as ſhall 
reade it or heare 1t, 


Howe angther inleeke manger ſawe a place of paine appointed for 
him in hell. | 


The. V5. Chapter, 


Vrthermore I my ſelf knew a religious man(whom wold 
þ God I had never knowen) placed in a good and famous 

monaſterie,notwithſtandinghe him ſelfe was infamous 
for his lewde behauiour and looſe lyfe. I could:tell his name 
alſo,if it were worth the telling, This man was earneſtly rebu- 
ked of his brerherne and other head ofhcers of the monaſtery, 
for his enormiries , and exhorrted to a better trade of lyfe , but 
all was in vaine, Natwithſtanding, albeit he would not geue 
eare nor humbly obey their charitable exhortations , yet they 
did tolerate him very longe for his externalll ſeruice ., which 
was very neceſſane for them. For he was a ſingular good car- 
penter , This man was much geuen to dronkneſle and other 
wanton pleaſures of diſſolutneſſe,and accuſtomed rather to tit 
in his ſhopp both day and night,than to come to thechurch to 
linge or piay,or heare the trew worde of life with his brether- 
ne,by which occaſion it happened ro him,as men ar common=- 
ly wounte to ſaye:He that will not come of his owne accords 


Sn within the church dore , ſhall runne againſt his will to hell 
proniyy he being now ſtrecken with a very fainte deleaſe,and 


ught to extreme , called all the couent about him vw 
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with much lamentation and deepefi , leekea man dam- 
ned already ,beganneto declare vnto them , thathe ſawe hell 
gates open,and the deuill drouned in a deape doungell thereof, 
and Caiphas and al the whole rablemetthat put Chriſt to dea- 
the,caſt in flaminge fer, hard by him: and nextto them ( oh, 
miſerable and wretched man that I am,faide he) I ſeea place 
of cternall perdition prepared for me . His bretherne hearing 
theſe wok works exhorted him earneſtly to repent and be 
" (oriefor his finnes, while he was yet alyue. Then he brought to 
extreme deſperationan{wered,No No.Thereis no time for me 
to amend my former life,eſpecially ſeing I perceive my indge- 
mentis paſt and fully complete already. With thoſe wordes he 
died without receauing the facrament . His bodie was interred 
in the formoſt parte of all the Abbaie,nor one of all the whole 
couentdurſt ſay maſle for us ſoule,nor finge plalmes,nor on- 
ce ſay one Pater noſter for him. Oh howe Fine a {under hath 
God ſeparated light and darkneſle ? The firſt bleſſed mop of 
S.Steuen ready to ſuffer death for teſtmmome of the truthe, (a- 
we heauen gates open,and Jeſus ſtanding on the right hande Ater..7. 
of God . Heto the ende he might more 10yfully die, fixed the 
eyes of his mind there before his deathe, where he ſhould be af- 
ter:but this forſaied felow, blacke in ſoule , blacke in body ,and 
blackein all qutwarde doinges, ſawe hell opemyat the houre off 
his death,and perpetuall damnation prepared for the'deuill and 
all that follow him , Againe to thentent that though his death 
were muſerable in deſperation,yet by his owne damnation he 
might geue other w__—_ to repent and worke their owne ſal- 
uation 1n time, he lawe his owne place and doungell prepared 
amongeſt ſuch caytyfts , as mak ve and his complices were. 
This chaunced of late in the countrie of the Berniciens , and ; 
wa: by common talke blaſted all rhe countrie ouersſothar ic ho I 
ſtirred vp many to make quick confeſſion of their ſinfull ates '254. 
and notto take dayes with God,. Which God graunte it may 
| VV 3 warke 
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worke allſo in ſuch as ſhall reade this preſent hiſtorie. 

Howe many churches of Scotland by the inftant preaching of A- 
damannus kept the feaſt of eaſter after the catholique maner and ho- 
wehe wrote a booke ofholly places. 

e16. Chap. 
T that time a greate multitude of Scottes in Ireland , 
A and many Britons 1n Britanny receaued by the fingu- 
lar gifte of God, the trewe manner of celebrating the 
feaſt of Eaſter , taught by the catholiquechurch , For when as 
Adamannus a vertuous prieſt and Abbott of all the mounkes 
and religious men,that were in the iſle Hu,being ſent Embal- 
ſadourby the prince of his owne countrie to Alfride kinge of 
the Engliſhmen and tarying a certain time in the countne ſa- 
we the Canonicall rites arid ceremonies of thechurch, and bes 
11des was ſharpely admoniſhed by the lernedthat he ſhould not 
preſume to lyue contrary to the vniuerſall church , nor in ke- 
ping the feaſt of Eaſter ,nor in any other decrees, what ſo euer 
they were,with his countrie men fewe in number, and dwel- 
ling alſo in one of the furmoſt corners of all the world, he fo 
chaunged his minde hereuppon,that what ſo ever he had he- 
ard or {ene in the engliih honck , he moſt gladly preferred it 
before the cuſtome and manner of his owne . For he was ver- 
tuous,wile,and very ready in theknowledge of holy ſcripture. 
After his returne therefore into the countrie he-endeuoured 
diligently to reduce all the iſle Hu to the brode beaten pathe 
of truethe,which he knew very wel,arid had embraced with all 
his harte:but he was not able to bringeitto paſſe , Whereup- - 
pon heſayled into Treland,and i there and ſhewing 


them with yentill exhortations the trewe and laufull obſerua» 
tion of Faſfer he wanne many that were not in thedomunion 
of the ſaied land of Hu from errous to vnitie, receiued vyni- 
uerlally of the catholike church,and tanght the to oblerue the 
trewe time of Eafter.This Adamannus whe the feaſt of Eaſter 
was nov kept by his meanes in Treland after the — 
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Chriſtes catholique church, he returninge to his #flande agay- 
CE ed EIN ws this 
erall obſeruation , and kepinge of Eaſter as he had 
x before and yet being not able to compaſle his purpoſe 
x fortuned he fell ficke, and departed out of this worlde, 
before the yeare was complete and fully ended . And 
that by the greate prouidence of almighty God ſo difpofing 
it {wetely:ta the ende ſuch a yertuous man deſirous of vnity 
and peace,ſhould be taken hence to zternall life before eaſter 
came againe, for obſeruation of which feaſte he ſhould haue 
bene forced to much varigunce and diſcorde by ſuch as wold 
not embrace the truthe, This ſame yertuous man wrote a 
bookeof holy places very profitable for thereaders, which he 
lerned at the leQures and expolitions of Archwulf a biſhop in 
Fraunce:who to {ce holy places and monuments went to Hie- 
ruſalem,and when he had wandred ouer all the lande of pro- 
meſſe, and had gone to Damaſcum , Conflantinople , Alex 
«ndris , and other many lles of the ſea, wasdriuen in his re- 
enrne by tempeſt to the weaſt coaſtes of Britanny. Who with- 
in fewe dayes after reforting to that worthy ſeruaunt of our 
Sauiour Chriſtes Adamannu aboue mentioned , he was re- 
ceaued with all kinde of humanitic and frendefull intertaine- 
ment, ſpecially when he was knowen to belerned in ſcripture, 
and {kilfullin deſcription of holy places . For Adamannus ſo 
eſtemed him that he put in writing, what ſocuer notable thing 
worthy of remembraunce the biſhop teſtified that he had ſene 
in thoſe holy places:and made a booke(as I ſaid ) thereof pro- 
fitable to many:but moſt of all to thoſe , which lye farre | ud 
the place where the Apoſtles and Patriarches liucd,and knowe 
nothing of them but what they. may picke oute with longe 
ſtudy and often reading, This boke Adamanus:dedicated to: 
- aa by his liberality and charges it was geuen to other 
inferiour perſons to be read, the author him {elte being "_— 
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many goodly giftes , to his country againe, 
Out of whole writingsfto gather ſome certain thinges; and: 
place them in this our m_ I haue thought it good and 
profitable to the readers herof, 


What thinges he mentioned in the ſame booke touchinge the place 
of the natiuitie, paſſon and reſurreftion of Chriſte, FETYþ 
The. 17. Chapter, ; wy 


F the placeof Chriſtes natiuity he reporteth/in this 

() forte:Bethleem a city of Dauid , ſituated in a nartow 

and ſtreyt mounte , compaſled with vallies of euery 

fide,is a myle 1n lenght,from the weaſt to the Eaſt , very baſe 
Theplace 32d plaine without any toures or turrets, The walles are buil- 


of Cheb ded flatt without any battelments.In the eaſt corner there is as 


oy! 1t were a denne not laboured of mi but framed of nature. The 


vtter moſt parte oft ,is {aied to be the place of Chriſtes nati- 
uity,the innermoſt the maunger , where helay . This denne 
couered ſomwhat farre inwarde with goodly precious marble, 
hath ouer the place where our Lorde was borne,a greatchurch 
of the bleſſed virgin Mary builded vppon it. Of the place of his 
jon andreſurreQtion he wrote after this ſorte. As ye enter 
into the citie of Teruſalem on the North fide, to come to the 
holy places,ye muſt by ordre of ſtreetes firſt go to the church 
of Conſtantinewhich is called Martyriwm, that is to {aye, the 
Martirdome,or place wherethe witneſle of our redemption 
was founde . This church the Emperour Conflantine builded 


© Ofthis YOY gorgeouſly, becauſe our ſauiour Chriſtes crofle was foii- 


church dein that place by his mother Helena:Going fr6 thence on the 


=; 1M wealt ſide you ſhall ſee * a church builded in Golgotha whets 


mother that rocke is to be ſene , which bore Chriſtes crofſe and his 
ot Co3- bleſſed Body faſt nailed to the ſame, and beareth now alſo a 


Paulinus mighty croſle of filuer with a greate braſen whele hanging 


0 oY ongp it ful of lamps and torches , Within the copaſle and place - 


mencion. where Chriſtes croſle ſtode , was a vaute cut out of the rockes 
- tantg Inthe which vppon an aulter there made, maſſe is wonte to bs 


laide , 
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ſaide for honorable men. that dieth, the dead. corps ſtandingwrhc ae. - 
with ourte, in the {trete. Ar the weaſt {ide of the ame church, votion of 
was alſo-a rownde chappel of Chriſtes re{urretion , enuiron- a 
ned with thre walles,and borne vp with x1j pillers, having be- Jevulem 
twixte euery alle, a fayre brode waye : which hathe with in ;houGnd 
his compaſle and circutte.thre aulters in three places .of the 7** eat 
midle walleſouth,northe,and weaſt. This chappell hath eighe 
doores,and places of entreaunce,direAly ouer the three walles: 

of the which 111.{tande northeeſt.and ny. weaſt, In the midle. 

of this chappell "FS 
Chriſtcut oute of the rocke, to the toppe of which a-man ſeatiun 
ſtanding within,may reach with his hande.It openeth on. the 5% g/wi- 
eaſt fide , and hathe that greate ſtone that was layed foe hy * 
which vatil this day ſheweth the print, and fi he rob; 
yron toales with whichit was hewed and cut. Wikia jp 07s | 
tothe very toppe all is couered with, marble. The toppeit Freon | 
it.In thenorthe of that-monument., Chriſtes ſepulchre £ Pao 
was cut oute. of the ſamerocke,and mgdeſcuen foote longe, rut 
and thre handfull higher then the pauiment . The coming 1n. | 
1s on the ſouth fide : where IR: Gaggia zghe twelne ©: 


laied the rounde tumbe of our fauiour.._ . 


ampes burne,fou re with in theſepul b ,and eig abouean "127 i do 
the right fide, The ſtone which was put.yppon the briame of: a 


the ſepulchre,is nowe clouen, The leſle notwithſtanding, 
Randerh at the doore of che ſame ſepulchre as an aulter foure- 
{quare. The greater parte ſtandeth for an other aulter in theſa-, 
me churche 1n the manner of a q C, enuf mach ion, 
white clothe « The pc gw { ſemeth tobe, 


| VVhathe wrote of the placeof Chriſtes akenfion,andthe patriar- 
| hes ſepulchres, Fat | a_y _ | FRET 4 
= y. 6h | 69 | £4 The.18, Chapt 1 $2 | b 
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'F  rouching theplace of Chriſtes aſcenſion ; The mouns 
te Olyuete is as hye as the monnte Syon , but not ſo 
brode , norſolonge. There growyth no trees , but yynes and 
olyues:wheate and barlye,it bryngyth forth good ſtoore , 'The 
vayneand foyle of that groundeis not ſhryueled nor fleaten, 

but grene and full of grafle . Inthe very toppe where Chriſt 
alcendyd to heauen,ſftandyth a greate rounde church, with thre 

rches rownde in a'circuite vawtyd and coueryd ouer , The 

ynner chapell hauing an aultar toward the eaſt , with agoodly 

froune in the top,could not be yauted nor coueryd ouer bicau- 

ſe the'very place of Chriſtes aſcenſion mighe be kept open , In: 

*\YÞ* the mydleof which churche the laſt * prynte of Chriſtes feete 
thisincre- Jeft yppon earth,ar to be ſene, where he aſcendyd into heauen. 


dible, lect 


. him geue nge aboue and ready to embrace hym . And alchough: 
ps yu the eaiths be fett away dayly of the Chniſtians,yet it remaynetch 


the way 1tHll arid kepyth the very figure and prynte made with the 
by Sal: pes of his Loly feete hecho aſcended. R ounde rg 2 
led 5. print of thoſe bleſſed feete lyeth a braſen wheele , as hygh as a 
ig + mans neck hauyngean entraunce and way in, vppon the eaſt 
Clareng- fide and a-greate lamp hanginge aboue1t ina pullye,whiche 
$2 Pa burneth day and night... In the weaſt ſide of theſamecharch. 
be eyght windowes,and ſo many limpephanging in cordes di- 
reMly oner them . They ſhine thorough the glaſleto Ieruſalem 
and their light is ſaid to ſirre the hartes of all that behold and 
{ceit , with a certaine feruent zeale and compun@on:; At the. 
day of Chriſtes aſcenſion enery yere,when Maſleis donehere: 
comerh downe from heauen-a greategale of wynde , and ma- 
- keth all that ar in the churche proftrate them ſelfes'downe flatt 
vppon.the grownd., Ofthe ſituation alſo of Hebron and mo- 
numentes of old auncient fathers there, he writeth in this forte, 


Hebron ſomtimes the chigfeſt gytigigal Kinge Dauids realme, 


ewing now only by her ruines howe princely and puifſaunt. Þ 
Ft | F OTT ED had 


to 


\ 


northe, Euery 

atriarches being all whyte , ſquared as other ſtones are vicd in 
building of great churches . Adam lieth aboute the north fide, 
and yttermoſt parte of the walle notfarr from them,in an ob- 
ſcure tumbe nor curiouſly wrought , nor wor lert. 
"There ar beſides baſe memonalls of thre ſimple weemen . The 
hill Mambre alſo is a mile from thele monumentes, ful of graſle 
and pleaſaunt flowres towarde the north,and in the top it hath 
a goodly champion and playne fielde. In the north parte wher- 
of Abrahams Oke ( which is nowe but a ſtumpe as hygh as y. 
men can reache ) is compaſled rounde abowe with a os 
I have thought it good for the prohte of the readers to-inter- 
mingle in my hiſtorie,theſe thinges taken out of the Authors 


bookes and compriſed here in latin after the trewe meaning of | 


hrs woordes, but mare brieflie , and.in fewer woordes . If any 
man be deſirous to knowe more of this matter either lerthim 
reade the ſame books , or that litle * abridgment which I drew 
owt of him-but late. | | 
How the South ſaxans receaued Eadbert and Collan for their by[- 
ſnopps,the weaſt Saxons Daniel and Aldethelme for theirs; and of cer+ 
taine writinges ſett foorch Cf Sanger ag ens; ow 
2341 £19. G | 0401 
He yerc of the incqnieg of Chriſte 705: Aifride 
kinge of Northumberlande dyed,the xx, yereofhus rai- 
gne not yet fully expred . After hym ſucdeded Ofrede 
his ſonne,a chuld but eyght yerey olde., and raigned xy , yeates. 
In the beginning of his raygae Hedde byllho 
XONS from this mortall life te 1mmortalioye;For yn- 
doubtedly he' was a wuſte man, one that lyued vpryghtlye 
- inall pointes lekea good biſhoppe,and preached. ſincerely le- 
ke'arewe paſtour,and that more of the loue S— vertue w_ 
M15! . | S of y 
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aily Gphiv Mav:2k ofury indian by ofien ra 
in him', then ofany in rs by often rea» 
dinge taught him. Furthermore , the reverend father and wor- 
thy prelate Pechtehlme, ( of whom we muſt ſpeake hereafter ine 
place where he ſhallbe mentioned) who being but yet a deacon 
and younge monke, liued familiarly a I with his ſuc- 
ceſſour A ldethelme,was wounteto tell ys that in the place whe- 
Tetheſaid Hedde died, for reward of his holy hfe many great 
miracles and cures were don:and that men of the ſame prouin- 
ce vied commonly to away duſt from thence and min- 
gle it with water for ſuch as were deſeaſed and ficke ; thatalſo 
the drinking and ſprinckling of the ſame did cure many ficke 
men and beaſtes alſo.By which occaſion for often carying a- 

way of theſacred duſt a great deepe pitt was made there, A 
his death,that biſſhopprick was diuided into 11.dioceſes. The 
one was geuen to Damell,which he keapeth at this preſent:the 
other to A lderhelme,where he ruled the people very painefully 
for ity, yeares . They were borhe lerned'men ſkilful in holy 
PW {enpture and all eccleſiaſtical dodrine , {ldetbelme , when-he 
borders ' Was prieſt, and yet but Abbot of the monaſtery of * Mailsbury 
here. Wrote by the commaundement of the whole Synode of hs 
countrye a booke againſt the errour of the Britons;for not ke» 
ping the feſt of Eaſter in his dewe time,and doing many thin- 
ges beſides, contrary to the trewe obſeruation.and vnite of the 
church, By reading of the ſame book he reduced many Brytos 
{ubie& atrhattimeto the Weaſtfaxons, ro the catholike ſolem+ 
nilation of the feaſt of Eaſter , He wrote alſoa notable booke 
of virginitie,bothe in longe verle and proſe,with doble paines, 
 folowing the exampleof Sedaluc, He ferforth: alto. many o» 
ther workes,For he was notably welt.lerned, very fine and elo- 
quent in his talke,and for knowledge as well in. liberall ſcien- 
'Ges; a5 1n diuinite tobe had 1n admiration, After his death For- 
there was made biſhop in his place a-man alſo: much conuerlant 
in koly-(cripture, Theſe nngtroghmmgponnns 


CHVRCH OP 'ENGLANDE, The fiftebooke, yyx 
te rule of that dioceſe,it was determined by a decree in the Sy The dio- 
node;thar the prouince of South Saxons, which to that pre-|5%s of 
ſent day GI to the dioceſſeof Wincheſter, where Davand Hip- 
niel was billhoppethould hauc a ſee and biſhopp of their owne hee» 
ſeuerally. Whereuppon Eadbirre Abbot in the monaſterie off Ceiſe foi 
that bleſſed bilhoppe Y/ilfride was made and conſecrated firſt $42? 
biſlhopp of that dioceſe. After his death, Ceolla toke the billhop- the! — 
pncke vppon him: Who nor paſt 114. or 113, yearespaſt departing Cabin 
this life,the {ce to this day 1s vacant. 7 36 Suſſex 

Chiche- 
Howe Coenrede kinge of the Marſſhes,and Offa bigs the Eaſt Sa- 


ſter. 
xons ended their liues in the habitt of rehgion,and ofthe lyfe and de- 
ath of biſſhop VViltride. 


The 20 . Chap. ' 
4 iy 113.yeare of Ofredes raigne , king Coenrede which 
kept the ſoueraintie in the countrie of Marſhes ho- 

nourably for a tyme,did more honourably forlake its 

and all his domunuons . For vnder Conſtantine the Pope he 

wentto Rome,and receiuing there:the tonſure and habitt of a 
religious man,at the Apoſtles roumbes continned in praying, 
faſting,and dealing of almes vatll his dying daye . Vnto ths * © 
noble prince Coenrede,lucceded kinge Edilredes fon, which E= 

dildred had the gouuernement of the ſame realme before him. 
'There went with him alſo-to Rome Sigheres ſoan; king of the 
eaſt Saxons called Offa, (whome we mentioned before)a prin- 
cely,and beautefull gentleman ,and then' in his firſt flawres 
.and much defired ofhic obieaes to remaine and rule among 
them. But he moned with leke deuotion and zeale as the other 
prince was,forſoke his ladye, his landes, his kinsfolke,and coun 
.trie for Chriſtes ſake , and the ghoſpell : thatin this world he 
might receiue an hundred folde andin the world to come life 
everlaſting with Chriſt, When he came to the holy places att 
Rome,he alſo was thoren into religion,in the which 
the reſt of his life, and came to the vition of the bleſled 
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Rtles in heauen, as he had longe deſired before . The very ſlfo 


ſame ' yers that theſe 1 . princes went out of Britanmie , a 
worthy prelate and notable Eva) © wr V Vilfride , died the 
. xlv;yeareafter he had ben made by oppo, the territory, cal- 
led Wundale. Ang his body well cheſted, was caried to themo- 
naſtery of Rhippon wher he had before liued,and with al ho- 
nour,and folemntie worthy for ſo noble a biſhopp was buried 
in Sainte Peters church at Rhyppon:Of whoſe hife and beha- 
Lib.z.cop. hauiour let vs briefily make mention, what things were done 
5% returning asit were backe againeto that we haue ſpoke before. 
The lyfe This Wilfride being but a childe was of ſuch towardneſle 
$f pAhop and good nature, induced with ſo many goodly 'qualities , of 
the Apo- ſuch modeſt and honeſt behauiour in all pointes, that all the 
_ elders and auncients did with a ſpeciall good loue reuerence 
him.After he was xin.yere olde,he more eſtemed a monaſti- 
call,and folitarie lyfe,than all ſecular and wordly wealth . The 
which thing when he had communicated with his farher ( for 


his mother was departed to:the mercy of God ) he CON= 
deſcended to hits holly requeſtes wid godly defires jar preg 
Holy ted him to perfiſte in that godly purpoſe, which he had cnten- | 

ded.Hereuppon he came to the iſle Lindisfarne and there arte- 
ding vp6 £4 monks, he diligetly lerned,and gladly practiſed, al 
pointes of chaſtity,and godlineſſe required 1n a ſolitarie and 
religzous man . And becauſe he had a goodly pregnant watt 
he lerned ſpedely plalmes and certain other bookes of prayers, 
being nor yet ſhoren in or profeſſed, but well garniſhed with 
hols vertues , which far ſurmounted the outward on 
eo witt of humility and 6bedience.For the which he was wel 
loued and eſtemed bothe of theelders , and alſo of his equals. 
When he had ſerued God certaine yeares in that monaſtery 
he perceaued by litle and litle being growen in iud t (£as 
a wile younge man that could quickly fore ſee ) the waye of 
trewerehigion and vertue taught by the Scotts not to be alto- 
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gether perfee. Whereuppon hefully determined tor make a 
| voyage to Rome, only toſee what rites and ceremonies were 
obſerued there,as well of ſecular prieſtes as of religious per- 
fonnes. The which determination of his, after notice geuen to , 
his Bretherne by preuy conference , echemandi | com- 
m&dit,andperſuaded him to-go forward in his'good rac 1-0 
Incontinent coming to Quene HHEIIIY Im wel, 
and by whoſe counſell and comendation he was receanedints 
that monaſtery)declared to her hyghneſle that he had an ear- 
neſt and feruent deſyre ro-vifit the monaments of the holy 
Apoſtles. The Quene much delited with the younge' matis 
good purpole and zele , fent him to- Caunterbury to nh 


Ercombert which was her vncles ſonne requiring thatit mi 

plealc his highneſſe to ſend him honorably to Rome: at what 
time Honoring one of the bleſſed Pope Gregories ſchollers ,a 
man-profoundly lerned'in' holy ſcripture ; was Archebiſhop- 
there. When this younge manlackingenorgood conragt,nor 
lyuely ſprite, had tarried there a ſpace ,and employed his' dili- 
cetolerne and commt to-memory , that which he oner- 
ked,there repaired thither an other younge gentilman who- 
ſe name was Biſhop , and Chriſten nm mroer of the 
nobles of Englande,deſyrours to go to Rome,of whom T ha- 


ue mentioned before.” The kings committed: r to'this: 
younge gentilman and his company , with te hood that he 

ſhuld conduQ him ſafe to: Rome, When they came to'Lyons 
in Fraunce, V///i{frid was ſtayd there by Dalpbine,bilhop'of that 
city. The gentleman went on his iourney toRome, The de- 
light and pleaſure, whiththe biſhop had in Y Vilfrides wyle tal- 
ke, aminable continaunce,toly aCuity , and graue inuention,, 
was the occaſion why he was ſtaiedthere. For that cauſe alſo: 
he gaue him,and all his company frendfull intertainement as 
long as they continued there:and furder offred him the gouet- 
nement 


— : _ 
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brothers daughter , ( whicke was yet in the flower of her 
virginity,)brefely to adopte him for his heyrxfthe wolde make 
his there But he rendring lowly and harty thankes for ſo 
at courtely and gentilneſle , that the biſhop vouchſafed to 
EE vnto him being bur a ſtraunger , anſwered , that he was 
fully determined to an other conuerſation and trade of lyffe: 
andcherfore had forlaken his country,and taken this iourney 
to Rome, The which when the biſhop heard , heſent him ta 
Rome, with a guide to conductehim in the waye , and gaue 
him mony lufhicient to beare his chardges,deſyringe that at his 
returne he wolde remember to take his| houſe by the waye, 
VVilfride with in fewe dayes after comingeto Rome, and oc - 
cypuing him ſelfe in daily contemplation of heauenly chinges, 
accordingto his firſt determination fel acquainted with anoy 
table holy and lerned man called Boniface, who was Archedea» 
con,andone of the Apoſtolike Popes counſellers , By whole 
inſtrugion he lerned orderly the foure bookes of the Gola 
2} and the wewe counte of Eaſterand many other godly leſſons 
| | commodious and profitable to vnderſtande the orders and 
diſciplines ofthe churche,which he could not attaine vnto in 
bus ownge country, And when he had paſled certaine mone+ 
thesthere,n godly.exerciſe and ſtudy , he returned to Dalfine 
againein Frapnce,and after he had tarried with him 11 . year 
res,he toke the inferiqur orders of the biſhop , and was ſo en- 
fiedyloued of him that the biſhoppe fully power tO Ma» 
kehum his ſucceſſour.But by pore Se he was preuented and 
Þ# Vilfride relerned to a biſhoprikein is owne natyue country, 
England, For Brunechild/Quene of Fraunce ſent a power,and 
commaunded the biſhop to bg put to death: whom /ilfrids 
þ 14-4 4 Vo folowed t6 the place of execution, delyring ts 
w 


Ef ©? 


with him, albeir che, biſhop did ynerly forbid him, But 
the executioners knew,he was ſtranger and an Engliſh 

man borne,they (pared him,and wold not, put him to death, 
7 delta " We 


_ 
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with the | . returning to England he "was 
brought to bon Frendhop and amity with kinge Aldfride» 
Who leke a good Prince had lerned to folow and: reverence 
the general ordinaunces and rules of the catholike church. 
And for thathe perceaued this /Yilfride to be Catholique, he 
aue him ſtreytwayes a Lordſhippe ,of x . tenements in Stan« 
Prdund within a whule after a monaſtery. with xxx. tene- 
ments in Rhippon:whuch he had geue bue late to. build an Ab- 
bay forſuch as folowedthe Scotres :bur becaule they being put 
to li and choiſe, had rather departe thence then to recauue 
the trewe and Catholique celebration of the feaſt of Eaſter, 
and other canonical rites and ceremonies after the cuſtome 
ofthechurch of Rome , and ſee Apoſtolike,he gaueit to him, 
whome he fawe better qualified both for lerningeand for ver- 
tue. Theſame time in the very (elfe lame monaſtery | 
made prieſt by Agilbert biſhop of * Geasfſe(of whom we ſpake 
before) atthe 1n 
bas ns lo _—_— mood ROI follow his Courte, 
pecaall 1s teacher an —_— . Whomenotlon 

or hen'the Scortes ſee was diſcloſed (aiioa fore fhid)apd 
vtterly abandoned, he ſent to Fraunce by the counſel! and ad- 
uiſe of his father Oſwin,when he was but xux.yeres of age to be 
conſecrated and made biſhop by A gilbert then biſhop of Paris. 
With whom xy.other bilkopps —— les t con» 
fecrate hym , did their dewty in that behalfe very honorably 
with all ſolemnities , But while he was yet beyonde thelſcas, 
Ceadda , a godly and vertuous man ( as it1s abouementioned 
was conſecrated byſhop of yorke , at the commaundement of. 
King Ofwin. Who haut the churcheiy. yeares de«: 
parted thence,andfroke the cure and ch arge of Leſting Abbay. 
After him Y/ilfrid toke yphoim the bioprick of al Northu- 
berland. Who 


| depriuedof his billhopricke, and others conſecrated andput in «9-14 
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his place, of whome we made mentionbefore ., But when 
had taken ſhipp'to goto Rome, and pleade his cauſe before the 
—— zopehe was dryuen by a Sowthweaſt winde into 

Rab ates he was honorably receaued as well of the rude 
and barbarous people,as of the Kinge Aldpifle . Where he pre- 
ached alſo vnto them Chriſt and his ghoſpell , conuerting ma- 
ny thouſandes to the faith; and with baptiſme waſthing away 
a -»- | their finnes . ' Whereby he layed - the fundation of Chri+ 
FT | Res ghoſpell in thoſe countries, which the Reuecrend father 
and holy byſhopp YYilbrord perfited and finyſhed afterward. 
But when hehad paſſed ouer a winter with this peoplenewly 
conuerted to: Chriſte , he went forwarde his 1ourny to Rome, 
When his cauſe was debated to and pan prelence yy 
Apgatho,and many other bi .he was foundein proceſle 
alle ther DG to ear Lv moſt yniuſtly accuſed, and 
beſt worthy of that buſhopprick . Art what time the ſame ies 
tho gathering a Synodeat Rome of a 125.byſhopps againſt ſuch 
| \Thehe- heretikes as held the opinion, that there was but one willand 

relieot one operation in our Sauiour Chriſte,commannded #/ Vilfride 
nothelires alſo to repaire thither, And when he came he willed hum to 
convem- declare his faith and the faith of the countrie from whence he 
came, fittinge amongeſt the other biſhops : Wherin when he 
and his country was founde to be Catholique, tt pleaſed them 

OP amongeſt otherthings to haue this alſo pur in the Aces of the 

Apoſto. decrees;the tenourwherof foloweth . Y Yalfride the vertuous 

ligue. biſhop of yarke and appealinge to rhe ſee Apoſtolique for his 
'__ caule,and by thatfull authormie ablolued as well from certaine 


ky OP to his ch as all other vncertaine quarels, 
and iitting in wdgement-in the felowſhip of a 125. bi in 
this preſent Synod, hath confeſled;foral Lonberk partes of the 


iſles of Englande and Irelande , whiche ar inhabited with En- 
ow men,Britons, Scottes,and Pictes, the trewe and catholike 
aith,, and confirmed the ſame with his ſubſcription , After his 
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returne to Britanny againe,he conuerted the South ſaxons fre ,. 
idolatryeand ſuperſtiionto Chriſtes trewe faith and religion. vvil 
In the iſle of Wightalſo he apointedcertain to preach the word R\* *P®* 
of God: and the ſeconde yere of kinge Aldfrides raigne , who Suſlez, 
hadthe ſoueraintye next after Ecgfride, receatied his fee and bi- 
ſhoprick againe,at the inſtaunt requeſt of the kinge . Burt fyue 

yeres after he was accuſed of the ſame king,and many other bi- 
ſhopps, and depriued againe of his biſhopricke . Wherein vpon 
repairing againeto Rome, andobtaining lycence to pleadein 

his owne defence before his accuſers , Pope Tohnand many o- 

ther byſhopps fitingein wdgment, it was by: their diffynutiue 
ſentence concluded , that in ſome parte his accuſers hadd fall] 

forged thele malycious ſurmiſes againſt him . The Popealls 
wroteletters to the kinges of England Edilrede and A fride re- 
quiringe them to ſee him reſtored to his biſhopnicke againe,be- 
cauſe he was vniuſtly condemned. The reading of the decrees 
concluded in the fore {aid Synod aſſembled by Pope Aparhbo of 
bleſſed memory, kept but of late when he hym elfe was pre- 
ſent in the cyrie and refident amongeſt other biſhops,did much 
furder his cauſe. For when the Aces of the Synods,as occaſion 
was moued, were k Hy read y.or 1ij. dayes before the hobyli- 
neand aſſembles of people , by the popes commannde- 
ment,the protonotarie coming to that place where it was writ- 
ten, Wilfride the vertuous biko of yorke appealing to the 
ſce Apoſtolique for his cauſe , and by that ful authoriie abſol- 
ued as well from certaine thinges layed to - ers 7s all o- 
ther vncertaine quarells &c . As we ſayed before, thele wordes 
being read euery man was aſtonned and the protonotary cea- 
fing,eche man inquired off other , what a werhs ery) 
byl/hopp YYifride was. Then Bonyfacea counſeller to 
Pope, and manyother whiche fawe hym there in Pope Aga- | 
cho his tyme; made an{were and ſayd . He is the biſhop which 
_ was aceuledof his owne cuntry men, and came toRome to be 

+ "700 | YY 3 1ydged 


theſes Apoſtolit,euen he very Ge which of 
wd A kk, cuen ate 
wy Greg for 0: falſe Lair ofthe aduerlaries , was 
dged gilcleſſe and intiocent by'Pope Apathe , after the cau- 
ſe and controuerlie was well examined of bothe parties, and 
thought to haue ben depniued of his biſhopnicke againſt all la- 
we,and more than that hadd in ſuch honour and eſtimation 
of Pope Agathoof bleſſed memory,thathe comaunded him to 
fitt in the Synode which he aſſembled at Rome, as a man off a 
trew perfect faith and {yncere minde. All theſe allegations be- 
ing heard, the Pope and all that were preſent fayed , thata man 
of uch auchoritie which had bene bi{thoppe xl. yeares , ought 
not to be condemned, but once agayne diichardged and quit- 
ted from the falſe accuſations and malicious furmiſes of his 
enemies,and ſent home againe with honou rto his countrie. 
With this 1udgement returning towardes England , he fell ſo- 
dainly ficke,when he came to Fraunce, and was {a weakened, 
20  thedeſcale growing vppon him more and more, thar he could 
not ryde,nor kepe his horſe, but was caried in a bed by ſtrength 
of his ſeruauntes , Being thus ow to Melamne acitye in 
Fraunce,he lay iu, dayes and n1y . nights as though he had byn 
dead.Only declaring by a litle breath, which he drewe very fa- 
yatly and ſhort,that he was a lyue. Thus continuing iijj. dayes 
without meate and drinke,as ſpeacheleſſe,and paſt ing he 
role the fifte daye , and fate vppe in his bed , asa man awaked 
out of a oops {leepe,and when his eyes were open , he lawe a 
company of his brethern aboute him,ſome finging,fome wea- 
ping,and fetting a htle {igthe aſked for his chaplyn Acc. By 
and by he was called. Who entring into the chambre , and ſeing 
his biſhoppe ſomewhat hetter amended, and able to ſpeake, he 
fell downe vpon his knees,and gaue thankes to God with all 

the company that was preſent . And yhen they had fate roge- 
- * theraliclewhile,and entred talke fearefully, of the high iudge- 

ments of God,thg bilkop commaunded al to aucide thecham- 
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bre for an houre,and beganne to talke after this manner to his 
chaplin Acea. There Rn. Tha vato me enen now a terrible 
viſion,the which I wil hane thee heare,and concele withal vn- 
till I know knowe furder the pleafare of nah God , what 
ſhal become of me. A certaine man clothed all in white; ſtode 
by me,laying . I am Michael the Archangell ſent hither for this 
only x wr ,todeliuer thee from daunger of death . For our 
Lord hathe geuen the longer tyme to lyne for the carneſt pra- 
yers , and lamentations, which thy {cholars and bretherne pou 
haue made,and allo for the intercelsion of. the. bleſſed virgin 
Marie his mother: Wherefore I lay ynto the,that preſently choy; 
ſhalr be healed of this infirmitie and fickeneſſe (5A xd. 6 a 
readyneſle:for after ny , yeares I will returne againe and viſit 
the . Agayne , as ſoneas thou art returned ro thy countrys, 
the greateſt part of thy poſſeſsions,, that haue ben taken away 
from the,thou ſhalt receiue againe , and ende thy life in tran- 
uillitie and peace. YVppon which comfortable wordes the biſ- 
ſhop recouered to the greate ioye of all men , reioyling and 
praying God for him . Thus going forward on his tourney he 
came to England. When theletters ronght from the {ee Apo- 
ſtolique were reade, Berechtwald archebillhop and Edilrede (o- 
merimes kinge(bur then made an Abbot ) received him gladly = 
in fauour againe. Edilred alſo. entreating Coenrede whom he 
had made kinge in his place, to come and ſpeake with him, re- 
ueſted him to be a goodand gratious Lord to the faied bif- 
ho p,whichalſa he obtained. But 4 dfride king of Northum+ 
berland which would not receiue him, died within a while af 
ter. By which occaſion it fel out in the raigne af kin Ofred 
his ſonne, that in a Synode afſembled by the riuer Ni | 
tecontention and reaſoning in both partes , he was recei- 
ed into his church and bilſhopprike agaige with all fauour 
they coulde ſhewe him. So uijj.yeres ſpace ; to witt to his dying 
daye, he lived in peace, and dicd the xjj . daye of Ocoberin a 
* YY 3 mQo= 
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monaſterie,which he had in Arr of Wundale vnder 
che gouucrnement of Abbot C . From whence by the 
handes of the couent he was caried to his owne monaſteriein 
Rhyppon,and interred in the bleſſed Apoſtle S.Peter his chur- 
che harde by the aulcar,towarde the Sowrh {ide,as we fignified 
before,and ouer him is written this epitaphe, 

| An Epi n Biſſhop VVilfride. 
V Vifrid that worthy pes th bodely in thirgrawe 
V Vho moued wuh godly AD Chriſt this temple gaue. 
And of the Apoſtle Peters name, S.Peters churc 4 it call, 
To whom the kayes of heauen Chriſt gaue,cheaf gouernour of ll. 
He guilted it with golde moſt fyne,and hanged it with ſcarlat roitd. 
And fett rg a Crucifix,, of goldeeuen from the ground, 
The fore bookes of Chriftes gheſpe in golden letters are wrote 
A his cimaundmet and charges eke,right worthy to read and note. 


Al couer for the ſame alſo of beaten golde he did fitt. 

b- The price and Yalry was great,but bis hart ſurmounted it, 
| Touching the courſe of E after in dew time to be kept, 

b, Bicauſe by wronge traduion,many it onerlepr, 


He taught the catholi kg order all England chourough our, 
E xtirpmg the contrary errour by authorue moſt Route, 
A numbre of religious men,he aſſembled in this place, 
Infirufting them vertuouſly im the holy Fathers race. 
VV ith miſeries and perills eke much vyexed of longe rime, 
And of Ins ayne dere countremen charged wich many 4crime: 
But when fiue and faurty yeares, he had kept a biſhops flate 
To beauen he aft by breiherns cauſe, with Chri for #0 debate. 
And that with all alacrite, with mirth and i  yſtll hart, 
Now graunto Chrift that after his trace , "we folowe thee on our 
Th, | ] 
ow Albineſucceded the holy Abbot Adrian, and Acca the good 
IO 41011 | Thew Chapter. - 
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H E nextyereafterthedeath of thar-forſaid holy fa 
Reuerend and worthy father Fdrian Abbot, and coa- 
diutour to Theodore(Biſhop'of moſt bleſſed ens in prea- 
chinge the worde of God,paſſed onte of this tranſitory ly, 
and was interred in his owne monaſtery,in our ladyes chureh, 
the one and fourtith yeare , after he was direted from Pope 
Vualian and made coadiutor to Theodore,and the'3y , after bo 
cameto Englande:Of whoſe profounde knowledge and ler- 
ninge amonyeſt other thinges , this may be a ſufficient teſti - 
mony that Albine his ſchollar, who had the gouernaunce 'of 
the Abbay after his decefle,was ſo well pradtiſed in (exerciſe of 
holy ſcriprure,that he had greate knowledge inthe greeke to- 
tnge,and did ſpeakelatin as eloquently withonte ſtaggering 
or ſtaying,as he did engliſh , which was his naturall language. 
Afeer the death of biſhop VV/ilfride Acca his prieft fucceded in 
the biſhoprik of Hagultad,a man of aioly courage,and hono- 
rable in the ſight of God,and of men, who enlarged his Ca- 
thedrall church , dedicated'in the honour of fainte Andrewe, 
and {er forth the buildinges with divers comely ,and fightfull 
workes , and moreouerimployed all his diligence and ende- 
uour to gather together oute of all places the holy Apoſtles 
and Martirs reliques,to theende he might in honour of them 
builde'certaine aultars a parte; by them felues-in lick ch 
made for the ſame purpoſe , within the precinte and walles _ 
of the ſamechurche . Belides he ſought with al pollible dili- 
gence the hiſtories ofrheir martyrdome and other eccleſiaſti- 
cal writers,and made yp a very large and worthy library, More- 
quer he zeloully prepared holy vellels,lightes,and other neceſ- 
ſanies appertaiming to the better furnicure and adorninge of the 
church of God.Againe heſent for a cunning Muſician named 
Mabam which was taught by the ſucceſſours of Pape Gregory 
ks. his (chollars in Canterbury,to teach him and his clergy wage 
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ſinge.For the which xij, yeares,to 
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of the church which they could nor yet ſfinge , partly by hi 
ſingular conninge bringe in vre againe , ſuche'ſonges and 
tunes as for lacke of vic had ben quite, and cleane forgorten, 
For biſhop Accs him ſelfe was a very cunninge Muſician, wel 
lerned ia holy cripture,ſounde and perfeRt inthe Catholique 
faith ;expertand {kilfull in all orders,rules,and diſciplines of the 
churche,and ſo continued yatil it pleaſed God to rewarde 
him for his gaod zeale and deuotion,He was brought vp fro a 
childe in the moſt holy and vercuous prelate Bolſa his clergy, 
then biſhop, of yorke , and rd comminge to YYifri- 
de vppon hope of ſome better lerning,ſpent all: his time in; his 
ſeruice,yntil deathe arreſted him, He went with him alſo to 
Rome, and lerned many holy and neceſlary ordinaunces of 
the church,which he gould notarraine vynto in his own coun- 

How Abbot Ceolfride,ſent to the kin 
cunninge” 


1 11: | | 
f Pies, or Redſhankes, 
nters and workemen to Pailde hima churche, and an 
yo_ withalltouchinge the Catholique celebration ofthe feaſt of 
aſter and atter what maner prieſts and religious men ſhould be ſha- 
nem 


T7 The, 22. Chapter., Wy 

HE ſame time Nairene kinge of the Piftes, which in- 

| habit the Northe coafte of Britanny admoniſhed by 

often meditation of holy ve 0 TYNE theer- 

rour,which he and al his country had longe ot onnnng the 

keping of Eaſter,and brought him ſelfe and al his ſubiefes to 

the catholike ſolemniſing and 'dewe obſeruation of the time: 

of Chriſtes reſurre&ion. Which that he might bring to pe 
with lefſe difficulty,and more authority, he required ayde 


of 
the Engliſhmen, whome he knewe to haue framed their rehigi- 
on after the counterpaine and example, of the holy church 


” 
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of Rome and ſea Apoſtolike , For he. ſent ambaſladoures to. 
that Reuerend father Ceolfride ( Abbot of the monaſtery dedi- 
cated to the blefied Apoſtles Peter and Paule, ſituated at the zNow cal 
mouthe of che ryuer We re,and not farre from the riuer Tyne <9 wei- 


in a place called* Ingiruum,where heruled with ON 


t honour which Ab 
and admiration next after Benedi# , of whome we haue made 2,2 
mention before)delyringe toreceiue from him ſome earneſt tri S. 
and forceable exhortation both to perſuade him ſelfand allo to 6545 
confute all other which wold' preſume to keape the feſt of \p.ana lis 
eaſter after their owne fanlye and cuſtome,and not according on of] ag 
to the ordinaunce of Chriſtes churche. He requeſted farder to + 
haue 4 enarF yay by his letters rs, of tonſure the 
dergy ſhould vſe. Notwithſtandinge he was partly already 
informed 1n many points requiſite for that purpoſe. Withall 
he defired to haue {ome  connange and expert woork men,to 
builde him a churche of great Rone-accordinge to the man+ 
ner of bulding-in Rome; promiſing ro dedicat the ſamein 
the honour of lain Peter head and cheif of the apoſtles, and to 
folowe euermore with all his wholle realme the ordre and faſ- 
ſhion of the churche of Rome and ſce Apoſtolique: ſofarre 
forthe as men not knowing the Romayns tounge and farre diſ- 
tant from them might attaine tothe knowledg thereof. Vpon 
light of theſe letters Ceolfride muche tendring his godly.pur- 
pole and intent, ſent him ſuch cunnyng and expert arrificers, 
as he required, and withall letters indighted , as it foloweth. To 
the right honourable, and moſte renouned' Prince N aitane, *'*n*4 
Ceolfride Abbat ſendethgreting in our Lorde . The Catholikthe Abbee 
_ 1on of holy ny agar areal deſire to be inſtructed, Coo! 
right and renowned Prince,we haue and diligely iran binge 
Ho to ſetforth vnto youn rhraan prong 
of the See Apoſtolique we haue onr ſelues ben informed and'9' Ked- 
taught. Of whiche your zcale we: thanke highly —_— 
God, knowing well that when princes and Lordes of the - 
EF?) 2.2 
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do employ their ſtudy to lerne , to-teache, and to obſeruethe 
crath at1sa ſingular benefit and ſpeciall gift of God geuen vn- 
to his Churche, And moſt truly ſpake aheathen philoſopher 
{aying,that the worlde ſhould then aPPYs when either kin- 
ges embraced phloſoply , orels philoſophers might beare the 
Soueraynte , Now if by the philoſophy of this world, know- 
leady of the worlde might be hadd, where by the worlde might 
be beloued, how much the more ought ſuch as are cityzens of 
the heauenly countreaboue,and but ſtraungers in this worlde, 
deſire, labour, and with all meanes poſsible be: ſuppliantes to 
God,that the higher power and charge they beare 1n this world, 
the more they applie them' ſelues to: harken after and vnder- 
ſtande the will and pleaſure of that kighe Tudge,which itadgeth 
all, and bothe them ſelues obey gladly the ſame, and mouealſ> 
all other committed ynto their , by their example and 
authoryte to fulfill and perfourme the fame ? To come there- 
foreto the matter , wherein you require to be inſtructed , you 
A proufe hall vnderſtande, we haue mn holy icripture iij rales ſect forthe 
out of ho YNtO Vs, by the which the true and tuſt time of ſolemnifingthe 
| . ae | ' feaſt of Eaſter is appointed,which by no authonite of man'cars 
the Ca- be chaunged , Of Ne which rules, two were taught by God in- 
Pat the lawe of Moyles, the thirdis ioyned inthe ghoſpellby the 
tion of effec off Chriſtes paſsion,and reſurretion.. For the lawe off 
—- 4 Moyles commaunded that inthe firſt mogeth of the yeare,and 


6.2-c-18. 1n the third weke of that monerh, that is from the fifrenth.daye 
This Wk vntell the one and twentith, Eaſter ſhould be kept. Andit 
beginn=th Was added by the infticution of the Rm ont of the gho- 
wopne {pel. thatin the ſame third weke, we ſhould tary for the Son- 

y, and in itcelebrat our Eaſter. This triple rule if a man di- 
ligently note and obſerue , he ſhall neuer miſle in thecownte 
of Eaſter. But if it be yower pleaſuse, to hane euery particu- 
lar poynte more pitthely and largely declared , it is written.an- 
Exedus, where the people of Iiracl ar commaunded to kops + 


Acqui 
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feaſt of Eaſter when they ſhulde he deliuered,owte of Aegipte, 
that God ſaid to Moy/.and Aaron . This monerh 'Pnto 
yowe the ninge of all monethes , and. c 
Speake to all the children of Iſrael and tell them . The x . day of this 
moneth lert euer ye man take 4 lambe, accordinge to their famuliee and 
howſebolde.And a litle after he faith. i Wn x, ar pull 
the xi11y.day of the ſame moneth.And' all che whole multitude of I/- 
r gel ſhall offer ay pe vp in ſacrifice as the evening . By the which 
wordes it 1s euidet,thatin the obleruation of Eaſter,though the 
fourtenth day of the firſt moneth be mentioned, yerit is not {© 
mentioned that on that day Eaſter ſhould be kept, butin the e- 
uening of that daye, Thats, that the lambe ſhould be offred, 
when the mooness fiften dayes olde, whiche fyftenth daye off 
the moone ,1is ebegnoing of the third weke of the monche. 
And that it is the ſelte ſame night of the xv. daic of the moone 
in which God ſtroke the Aegiptians,and delivered the children 

of Itrael,it appeareth by that he faithe , Seen dayes ye ſhall eate 


heafeſt in bole yere. © 


Exodi, 12. 
4.2 


ſweete bred: With which wordes allo all the thurd weke of the £9. 12, 


firſt monethis commaunded to bs 
not only the firſt daye of the weke . And that we ſhoulde aot 
thinke thole ſeuen dayes ta be counted from the xuijj ,to the 
xxheadded by and by. The firfle day,there ſhall be no leauen bred 
in your bouſes: / /hoſocuer ſhall eats in any of your houſes any lea- 
wen bred, his ſoule ſball periſhe ous of the compernye of Iſrael , from 
the firſt day vntyll the vi. oe. Vuull,he lauth: For in the ſame daye 
(hefaith after) / willhrang aud conduBe your bofte owe of the lan- 


kept lolemne and holye” 


ifs 


de of Aeg ypte:Furſt of all then, He called that the firſt day/ of, 


{weete bred in the which he would conduRe and bringe their 
hoſte out of Aegipte.Butit is manifeſt that they were not de- 
lyuer of Aegipte the xuy.daye,when the lambe was of - 
fred in the euening which night was properly called the paſle- 
ouer but the xv.daye,as it is emidently written in the booke of 


ZZ z I [[rael 
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gumbers where we reade thus, / Vberefore when the chilaren 429 
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Iſrael were om Remeſit the x'v.day of the firfle monethe , the 
> dogfor Ha fea the Paſſeomer beats power.Er- 
gorheleuen dayes of {wete bred , in the firſt of the which ſe- 
uen the children of God were deltnered oute of Arg re, muſt 
be counted(as I {aid before,) from the beginning o Ne thirde 
weeke, that 1s from the xy.of the firſte moneth to the xx. fully 
complete and ended.Now that the x111j . daye 15 not numbred: 
amongeſt theſe ſeuen, wher Eaſter beginneth,that which folo- 
weth in Exodus doth euident declare. Where after it was ſazed, 
For in the 'v.daye T will delyuer thy hofte onte of the lande hv e= 
gipte,ic was added ſtreytwayes. And you ſhall keape holy this da- 
ye , from generation to generation after one perpetuall 'rite and te- 
remonye. The viyAggeef the firſt monetch at the enen'ng you ſhall 
eate ſweet: bredd "ynuill the evening of the xxj.in the ſame montth:Se- 
wen dayes ſhall no leauen bred be founde in your bonuſes, Now who. 
doth not plainly ſee,that from the xi. by to the xx} ; be notr 
only ſeuen dayes,bur alſo cight,yf the xiiy.day be reakoned for 
one. But if we will counte from the euening of the x11y. daye 
to the enening of the xx . (as the veritic of holy ſcripture dil1- 
gently ſearched oute doth declare ) we ſhall well perceiue,that 
the x111.daye {o beginneth the feaſt of Eaſterin the encning, 
that all the whole weeke hath no more but vu . dayes and vy. 
nightes. Wherefore our propoſition 15'proued trew,wherin-we 
ſaied that Eaſter muſt be kepte in the &N moneth of the yere, 
and the thirde weeke of that moneth , And that 1s in dede truly 
ſolemniſed in the third wecke,the folennite whereof beginneth 
in the eucning of the xity.daye , and is completeand ended in 
the eucning of the xxj,daye . Now after that Chriſt our trewe 
paſchall lambe was offred vpp in ſacrifice , and had made the 
Sondaie (called amongeſt 1 auncient writers , T1 Yel prime- 
ſabbati,one of the {abothe,or firſte of the ſaborhe)ſolemne and 


Res hath fo pur this Sounday in the feaſte of Eaſter,chat 


lawe nor to diminithe any on daye , but comtmaunded accor- 
ding to the precepte genenin the lawe, that the ſamefirſt mo- 
pa of the yeare , the ſame xnjj .daye,and the fame eueninge 
ſhould be expected andtaned for. In which euening when it 
fell wppon the faborh:daye,cuery man ſhould rake a lambe ac- 
co co.cheir families and honſcholdes,arid offer him vppin 
facrificeatthe euening . Thatisto (aye, all chriſtian churches 
through our the whole world (which all croyned: together ma- 
keth but one catholike church)ſhould' bred and wyne; 
for the myſterie of the fleſheand precious Moud of that imma- 
culate lambe, which tooke awaye the ſynnes of the warld , and 
when allleſſons , prayers , rites and ceremomies vſed in the ſo- 
lemne feaſt of Pale! were done ſhoulde offer the ſame to god 


the ſelffe ſameni —_— of Iſracll were delivered 
e of the lambe . This ts the ſame 


oute of te by the blo 
night in whiche the people of God were delyuered from zter- 
dearth,by Chriſtes glorious reſurretion. Inthe morni 
folowing,bemg Sondaye, the ſolemne feaſt ' of Eaſter ſhoul 
be celebrated.For thar 1s the day wherein our Santonur,opened 
the glory of hus reſurretion, appearing diners times in that one 
day to has diſciples, totheir vnipeakeable comfort and ioye. 
Thus is the firſt daye. of the {wete bread of the which clere 
mention is made in the Leaicicus,wher we reade thus. The xiith. 
daye of the firfl moneth at ewening # our Lordes ' 
xV.day of the ſame his ſolene feaft of fwete bred.wy,dayes ſhal ye rate 
ſweere bred:the fir fle d aye ſhall be moſt ſolemne and hol ye. Wherefo- 
reif1t were polsible that the ſoundaye might alwaies falle 
n the-xv.daye of the firſte moneth , that is roſaye vpon the 

Efrenech day of the age of the moone,, we mighr celcbrare and. 
keepe the feaſte of Eaſter alwaics at one time with the olde 

auncient people of god as we do in one faith, albeit they differ 
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the father in hope of their-redemption to come. - For this 1s _—_ 
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from vs: mn the kinde of externall ſacramentes-,; | Bnt becan- 
{c the weeke dayes do not runne equally 'with the courſe off 
the moone, the tradition ofthe Apoſtles preached at Rome by 
S.Peter,and confirmed at Alexandria by the Euangeliſt Saint 
4 Marke his interpreter, hath decreed that when the firſt mo- 
neth is come,and the eueninge of thexuy . daye of the fame, 
the next ſounday al{o ſhould beex and looked for: from 
the xv.day to the one and twentyrh off the ſame mionethe.For 

in which ſo cuer off thoſe it ſhall be founde,Eaſter ſhal be 
in the ſame. And that becaule-it appertaineth tothe number of 
theſe vij.daies in which the feaſt of ſweete bred is commaun- 
ded to be kept. Wherefore it cometh to paſſe that our Eaſter 
neuer paſleth the thirde weeke of the thirde moneth,nor ouer, 
nor ynder:butether it hath the whole weke, (that is to lay.vi. 
daics of {weet bred according tothe old lawe,)or at the leſt ſo- 
me of them, If of all them1t compryleth but ane;to witt;the 
vi.daie which the holy ſcripture ſo highlye commendeth Jay- 
inge. The vij.daye more ſolemne and hollye , and no ſeruil 
007 ke ſbalbe done from morninge to enentnge,no man can 1uſtly 
reproue vs,and ſay we kepenot the Eſter ſoundaye(which we 
roke of the golpel)in the third weke of the firſt monceth apain- 
ted by the laweas we ſhuld do.Now the ſeing the general-cauſe 
Thecon- which the Catholiques alleage for the obſeruing of this feaſt 
iodide Of Eaſter,is lainly ſet before your eyes, the vnreaſonable er- 
tured, rour of thole which raſhly preſume to paſſe or preuet with out 
any force of necellicie the umeapointed in the-lawe is mani- 
teſt for al men toeſpye . For they anticipate and preuent the 
time appointed1n the. lawe without any force of necellity; 
whach thinke that Eaſter day muſt be kepte, from the xiny, 
moone of the firſte moneth to the xx.of che ſame.' For where- 


as they begynne the eue of that holy feaſt , from the euenings 


Lenin}. 


of the x11j.1t appereth that they appointethat day in the begin 
ninge of their Eaſter wherof they finde no menon in 
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And whereas they refuſe to kepe the Eaſter ſoundaye the x1. 
daye;1n tt appereth th eraly-chatthe) exclude veterly from their 


ſolemrirythatday which the law comaiiideth to be obſerued 
and had in memory Yu wy andmrth aboue al other. And fo 
they end their Eafter after a perucrſe ordre keping it ſomtimes 
on her in the ſeconde weeke,butneuer hoy Ns Gaday of the 
third weeke. Againe they which thinke they ſhuld kepe Eaſter 
from the xvj.day ofthe {aide moneth tothe xxij. day roue far- 
re wide from thetruth and runnethough an other wate, yet as 
farre out of the waiezas the other did, falling (as the common 
prouerbe ſayth)in to the greate gulff; and ſivalloing {andes of 
Charibdis while they ſecke to us ſtraites of 
Scilla. For wheras they 


the 
reach,that we ſhulde beginne frgm: the 
ring of thexv5.moone of the firſt moneth (thatis from the 


eneninge of the xv day)it is manifeſt, that they vtterly ſeclude 
from their ſolemnity;the xity. tay of the ſame monerh,which 
the law doth principally and before the reſt commend: ſo that 
they ſearſe cometo'the eueminge-at all of the xv; day int the 
which the people of God iwers delivered our of the bonda 
of Aegipt , in the which our ſauiour Chriſt delyuered 
worlde from ſynne by ſheding his precious blud,in the which 
'he being buried, purvs in comfort-and hope of reſurreftion 
and zternall reſt after deathe-; And theſe men by occafion of 
their formererrour',falling in to:an'other in puniſhment of 
the firſt, whereas ſometimes they kepe theirEaſter 'in the xxit. 
day of the faied moneth,they do expreſlely paſſe the bondes 
of Eaſter commaunded inthe lawe.For in the enening of that 
day they beginne their Eaſter, in which eneriing they ought 
 _ to haue ended and Farr urs ge 
Againe by this meanes they .make that day the'firſt daye of 
Eaſter, which in the lawe is not mentionedatall : towit, the 
firſt day of the fourth weeke. And both'thele fortes of men are 
deceaued not only in counting.the age of thomoone , but alſo 


-- 
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in finding out of the firſt monech. The debating of which mar- 
rer1s more tedious and Yogthen that cicher itcan. or 

priſed in an epiſtle.Only this I ſay,char the time being ones cer 
tainly knowe whe the day is as long,as the night,and the night 
as the day at the ſpring time'of the yere,it may,infallibly be foii- 
de,which ought to be the firſt: moneth of the yere after the ac- 
copt;of the moon, and which/ought to be thelaſt;ln the ſpring 
the 


may becd+ 


is as longe as the nj may prnnyay. 6; as long as the 
= the 6pinyon of all lerned men in the Eaſt, and ſpeci- 


day 


Thexx;, ally of the Aegiptians which beare the prige for calculation be+ 
Gas of  foreall other Aſtronomers * the xii.calendes of Aprill, as-wg 


marcte» alſo haue had experience by triall of the 


rae rate:lo chat the be not at the full; before the day and night 


dyall . Whatſaeuer 
moone therfor is at ful befor the dayand night be of one legat 
being X1111,07 xy, daygs olde, that mone pertainechto the laſt 
moneth the yere befor,and therfor is not meet .or conuenient 
for the ray of Eaſter.But whuch is whiletoen 
ter the day and night be af one and equal lenght,orin the y 
pointe of at equalitie,n chardoubeleiſs(becaulsi 5 the 
moone of the firſt maneth) we muſt vnderſtand:that the olde 
alicients wer wount to kepe Eaſter, and that we ought ta keps 
ours in leeke manner, whea the Sondaie. cometh . That 1t 
ſhuld be fo,this reaſon ſemeth ſomwhat toenforce:In Geneſis 
t 1s wnitten that God made ii, great lights the greater. to rule 
the day,and the leſſer ouerthe night; oras ſome other tranfla+ | 
tion hath, the greater light was madeto begyane the day and | 
the leſſer to begiane the nigh, Therfore as at the firſt begin» 

ning , the {on nling from rh&fiull middeſt of the Eaſt made 
by 4 his rifing,the equalite of day and night 1n the ye 7 
ak Hi the yere; and as the moonein the very:firſt day of the 
warlde the:ſon going downe, folowedalſo at the full , riſing 
in the gudit of the. Eaſt; ſo euery'yerein lecke manner the 
firſt monerh of che nioone mult! be obſerved after the [a+ 
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be of onelengrh bue either on the very ſameday ( as it was at 
the firſt creating of the worlde)or when it is paſte.For if the ful 
mone go but one day,befor the day and night beof one length, 
the former reaſon proueth mamtfeſtly thatthe ſame mone muſt 
not be aſcribed to the firſte monerh of the yere, but rather to 
the laſte of the yerethar is paſt: and for that conſideration not 
meete nor conuenient for the ſolemniſinge of Eaſter daye. Els 
in one yere we ſhould hauejj. Eaſters. Now if it like yowto 
hearealſo the myſticall reaſon hereof, this it is . In the firſts 
moneth of the yere, ( which is called menfi; nonorum , that is, 
$6" Wodkh df tow ringe) woavoemmamndeliobajachs 
feaſte of Efter,becauſe our hartes and mindes a tr 
roward the loueof heauenly thinges, we ought to 

honour the myſteries of Chriſtes reſurretion and our redem- 
ption. We are cmaunded to keepe the third weeke of the ſame 
moneth, firſt becauſe Chriſt him ſelf promiſed vnto vs before 
the lawe,and inthe time of the lawe,came in the thirde age off | 
the worlde ini the time of g mm ——_——— 
paſſconer .- Secondarely becawſe he rifinge deathe the 
third daye after his bitter paſsion vponthe croſſe, woulde haus 
that dayo to be; called the daye © 


our Lorde ; and all Chri- , pie 


ſten met to kepe the feaſt of Eaſter yearly the very ſame day in Powinice. 


honour of his glorions refurreion.. The thirde cawſe is;be- 
cauſe we'do then truely keepe this ſolemne feaſt , if we ende- 
uour to the nodnbege of our power to make our paſſeouer 
(that is toſaye ower paſſage owte of this wordleto God the fa- 
ther) with the triple knot of faith , hope ,and charytie, After 
theequlite of the daye and night we are commaunided yer to 
tary for the full moone of the moneth in which Eaſter falleth, 
to thend that firſt the ſonne may make the day longer then the- 
night, and afterward the moone alſo may appeareto the world 
 1n her fulllighe, to fignifie vnto vs , that the ſon of righteoul- 
».. nefle,in whole beames is our faluation, that is to ſayour Lorde 
o& —* ” .- a> leſus 
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Teſus Chriſte by the vitory and criumphe which he had in his 


telurretion;hath oucrcomed the darkneſit of deathe, and fo a- 
{cendinge to heauen hath repleniſhed his churche : ( whiche is 
ofte ſt1gnified by the moone) with the inwarde light of his 
grace, by ſendinge downethe goly ghoſte ,, The which ordre 


* of owerfſaluation the prophete beholdinge laid , Flenatys: eft 


He mea- 
neth the 
Pelagians 


fol er Inns ſtetit in ordine ſno, The ſonne islyfted vppe ,. and the 
moone ſtode.:in her ordre,'They therefore which contendeth 
that the full moone of the moneth in which Eaſter ſhould, fall 
may come before the Son maketh the daye and nighe of equall 
lenyth,as they dilagieein the celebration.ob moſt high and gre> 
ate miſteries from the doing of holy {cnpture, fo. they ſeme 
wellto agree with them,which truſt to: be faued withiowt the 
preuenting grace of Chnſte.. Which in dede preſume to teache 


that man hbtt had totem pmamererd is ( Chraſt 


the trewe ly off the 


had nener ouercamed the blynd 
world with 6 acer and gloniousreſurettion., To. 
conclude »Weabqutthe.equinoctall ſpringe , when. 
the day arid night be of onelength, and when the full moone. 
of the firſte moncth orderly;folowing the ſame( that is to ſaye) 
after thexily daye/gfthe {aid mongth is fully expired (the gb+ 
{cruation;ofall which tymesis commaunded, in the laws) do. 
expecte yettn-tharithurde weeke ( according as 18. the gholpel- 
welerne)the next Sonday folowing,and then we keepe the {o- 
lemne feaſte of Eſter : And that to thende we may. teſtyhe by 
ower doings,that we cellebrat not this folemnyne with the old 
fathers,n remetnbraunce that the children 'off 1{rael had the. 
hardeyoke of bondage-ſhaken from theirneckesin Acgipte,bur 
that we woorſhipp with:deuoute faith and perfeRe charine the. 
redemption of Ki the world , prefiguredin that deliuerance off. 


ipp 
| 

gods old people owte of thrauldame, and fully ended in Chri- 
ftes reſurrection; to chende we may, lignifie that wereioylein 

the aſſured hope of owgr reſurrectign , which we beleys thalbs. 
(1 "1 RA Qz, 


F 
i 


- 


CHVRCH OF ENGLAND. Thefifte booke. 185 
on the ſame Sondayalſo , This of Eaſter, which we 
haue here declared vnto you to befolowed,is compriſedin the. 
compatlle of xix. yeres, which of late,thatis to fayeunthe Apo- vention 
ſtles time, beganne to be obſerued in the churche, eſpecially at 9f*hegol 
Rome and Aegipte,as I haue ſpecified before. Butby thein- ber. 
duſtry of E Ainr,who of the bleſled Martyr Þ amphilus hathe 
his ſurname, it is more playnly and. diſtin&tlyſetin ordre: So 
that , whereas before the biſhop of Alexandria was wonteeue- 
ry yeare tolend abrod to euery particular church' the true time 
of the Eaſter that yeare to be obſerned , now from hence forth 
the courle of the full mdone being brought in to this order,and 
certainly tned out, euery church by t{elfe can finde 1t without 
fathng. This counte of Eaſter (ſo diſtintted by Euſebius,) 
Theophilus bilhop of Alexandria made to ſerue for one hundred 
yeres.at the requeſt of Theodofeusthie Emperonr , Cyril his ſuc- 
ceſlour madeir for g5.yeres more, compriling itin v, circles of 
'theſaied compaſle of 19. yeares. After whome Dioniftus the 
yownger addedas many circlesin leeke ordre and ſtyle whiche 
reached euen to ouer tyme, The which now approching nigh 
to the date and terme prefixed, there is nowe h mY luch ſtore 
-of calculatours , that in our churches through owte all En- 
'gland there be many, which can by the olde preceptes of 
the Aegiprians , (which, they haue lerned' and- commit- 
red tomemory ) extende and drawe forthe the circle and 
courſe of Ealter, 1n to as many yeares , as them liſteth , euen 
to: the numbre of 532, yeares . Which number. of. yeares 
- being expured,all that appertaineth to.the. cotinle of the ſon, 
moone, monethand weke returnerh into- the ſame ordre it 
did before..The calculation or direRary of which umeve ha- 
ue notat this preſent ſent vnto you, becauſe demaunding on- 
ly to be inſtructed of the reaſon and cauſe of this ime of Ea- 
ra it ſemeth you are allready informed. of the time. it {elte. 
. Hauingnow- betberto brefly and compendiouſly ſpoken cop- 
4, | : _— ' T7 Cer= 


order of tonſure. Againe that we 
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ru eem Cr exhorte you molt humbly to prouide 
your 


haue the (ame tonſuse which the church doth 
receiue and vie as molt agreable to the Chriſtian faith: wherof 
you required alſo our letters. We know nght wel that the A 
{tles were not ſhauenall after one {orte.Neitther now the who- 
le catholique church as it thin one faith , one hope, and 
onechanite towardes God, fo yieth alſo one and the ſelf ſame 
may confider the time befor 
vs,to wit, the time of the holy patriarches , Iob a: perfect pat- 
terne of patience,when his tnbulatiori and aduerfite beganne, 
ſhore hus head . Wherby welearne that in time of proſperity 
he was accuſtomed to lett his heare growe . Yet Jef 
a trewe teacher and pradtiſer of chaſtity, humulity, piety and al 
OS written to haue bene _— when hecame 
out of preſon. Wherby it appeareth that in priſon for the tyme 
of his ares he ATT 1009 to —_ with longe Dd 
nor cliptenorſhorne . Lo here two vertuous andgodly men. 
who inwardly in hart and mind wer one,ſhewed yetin outward 
behauiour ſome diverhte and contrariete .But though we ma 

boldly faye that the diverfite of eccleſiaſticall ronſureh 
nothing at all ſuch as haue a pure faichin God. , and perfete. 
charitie rowarde their neighbour eſpecially {cing we xeade no- 
controuerlie betwene the catholike writers , touching the dif- 
ferece and diuerfitie of ſhauing,as ther hathe bene for the cele- 
bration of Eaſter,yet nowwithſtanding amongelt all kynde off 
tonſures which'we finde to haue ben vicd or in —_ ,or 
vniuerlally amongeſt all acher men,I may well laye, that none 
ts rather Jar folawed and receaued ofog: than the very lame, 
which he ware on his head,to whom Chriſt ſaicd after he had 
confeſſed him to be the ſonne of God. Thow arte Peter and 'vþ- 
pow thy rocke I will builde my churche, and hell gates ſhall not pre- 


waile againſt is, T6 the will 1 geue the kayyes of the kingdoms of bea- 


. ting of chistheycontemne allwordly ſhame and wanton we- 
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zo beabharrcd and dereſted of all faithfallmenythan that whi- 
chehe had to whom deſiring to germ tr and gifte of the 
holye ghoſte with manie,ſainte Peter laied Thy mony periſbe 48.8. 
with te ee thou thinkeft the gifie of God may be obrained with 

» There 4s 20 part,vor felowſhp for ther inthe mimfterye of this 
"9 rin women apr AR het 
canſideration onely , that ſainRe Peter was ſo-ſhaven. But be+ 
cauſe he was ſo ſhaven 1n the remembraunce of Chnſtes paſ- 
Hon, therefore we alſo.defiring to be faued by the. mernes off 
theſame palſsion:, do-beare vppan the of our crowne, 
(beinge the lugheſt parte of our bodye) the figne of Chnſtes 
paſsionas Peterdyd . For as euery congregation of faithful 
men which by the death of him that quickeneth and relyueth 
them,is made in very dede a holy ation , common! 
accuſtomerh tobearethe KI in their fo 
that b he dinins jadinrtaftheionobartan ba inb Goin They did 
all aſlaultes of the demll, and may by often remembraunce and rnbpry 
admonition of 1t,beinſtructed howe they oughttocrucifie the the crofle 
flefbe with all her finne and concupiſcence,ſo.in lecke manner nn_s tg 
it behoucth them;which ether being made by vawemonks,or py 
by profeſsion of the dergy,do binde them (elfes Paco i= 4 ons 
with the bridle of continency for Chiſtes ſake,co bearein their (ucothe- 
head by elipping,the faurme of a crowne , as:our mercifull Sa- 
uiour caried vppon his precious head,at the ryme of his paſ- 
ſion acrowne of thorne,to theentent he might thereby caric 
yea and carie awayethe thornes and briers'of aux finnes. '' To 
the end allo.they may proteſt. vnto the waslde, enen by their 
open head , that they are ready and to ſuffer all moc- 
kery,irrifion,and obloquy for his fake . Laſt of all to teſtifie, 
that they looke for the crowne of zternall glorie , which God 
- hath pramuſed to all that loue him, and that for the purcha- 
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ihe Burtouckin that faſsion uinge which $ Ma: 
grrennemye yeof Cluiſtes faith ad:who Jothes not Cari ſtrey- 

te atthe beginning deteſt and abhorre it with all his magyke? 
Which to outwarde fight ſemeth to haue the leekneſle of a 
crownsinthe ouermoſt parte off the head, but when a man 
cometh nere and beholdeth the hinder parte,he ſhall finde that 
which ſemed to be a crowne,to come very ſhort thereof. And 
truly ſuch manner as it is voide of Chriſtian confiderations, 
{o oe Symons ſect it is very conuenient. Who in dedeby their 
fimomacall hypocrite ſeme in this life to certain deceiued per 
ſons worthy hog] glorye of euerlaſting ioye,but-in the lyfe whi- 
che foloweththe diflolution of this A7-Mngi not only depry= 
ued of all hope of thecrowne of glorie,but(which is more) are 
condemned ro euerlaſting tormentes and payne . And _ 
euly I would not your highnes aye thinke that _ 

Jequure and debate this matter ſo largely's as though 1 [ods 
them worthy to be condemned ahicheta this manner of 
uinge , yi hos tender in hartand dedethe vnytie of Chriſtes 
catholique charcho Mey L boldly proteſt,and affirms cthatma- 
ny of them haue bene vertuous and holy men , Of thewhnch 
eAdamannusgprieft and Abbot of the yr iver 15one. To 
whom amongeſt all other thinges, whenche was ſentinemba- 
fe, for.has ewnecountrie tokinge A ide,and as he paſſed was 
delyrous to ſee-our monaſterie , and thewed tn his wour 
_ talke , much wiſdame _humilirye, and godlyneſle, Ifaicd 
theſe-wardes vnto-him, Lbeleke you good brother. Why do 
you,beleuing that you ſhall paſie hence to a crowne of lyfe 
that hath no ende, wearein your head the proportis and four- 
me of a crowne, which hath an ende , ſeming in behauiourts 
be contraryoyaur faith? And if you leke the felowſhipp off S. 
Peter,why do:yaou followthat manner of ſhauing,wvhuchhe v- 
{cd whom S. os did excommunicate and dehuer to the de- 
ul, anddo nat rather ſhewe that you laugentierly with al your 


| mat and head of the bleſſed Apoltles will gladly opento yaa 
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harts his habite,with whom you defireto lyue in eternall blyfſ- 
ſe?Knowe you for a ſuerty my derely belowed brocher (quoth 
he)that albeit I vie the amefalihion of ſhauing which Symon 
Magus did after the cuſtome and manner of my country,yer I 
vtterly deteſt and abandone the vnfaithfulneſſe and infidelyty 
of SymG Magus and deſire withal my hart tofollow the ſtep- 
; pes of the moſt bleſſed head of theApoſtles S,Peter {o farre for- 
the as my poore habilitie wil lerue. ToithatI replycd and faied » 
I beleue its {o in very dede. Yet it may bea more manifeſt de- 
claratio,that you embrace cuen tro the bottom of your hartal 
that the holy Apoſtle Peter taught,if you kepe that gutwardly - 
which you knew was vicd of hum generally.For,I thinke your 
wildo do eaſely wdge it moſt conuement viterly. tolecludefirs 
your preſence and face(dedicated to God)the habit,proporus, 
and figure of his coutinaunce,who you abhorte an) all harte, 
and minde.And contrariwiſe as youdelyreto. folow, his ſteps 
and counſell, whome you. looke: ta, haue.as a/patrane before 
God the fatber,ſo it belemerh. you to follow bis, outward beha+ 
uiour, This for that time I ſpoke to, Adamens:,Who after well. 
declared how much he had profited by ſeinge the ordinaunces 
and rules of our churche.For after his returne to Scotland he 
reduced by his woadiog many of the ſame cuntry,to the car 
tholique.obſeruarion of Eaſter . Albeir he coulde nog reduce 
the monkes that lined .in the Iland Hy {where hewas. Abbat) 
thereto.as yet. He thought alſo to redrefle the maner of eccle- 
fiaſticall ronſure amongſt them , if his. authority. could have 
preuailed. And 1 nowe alio(molt puiſlant prince!) do. exhorte 
youto endeuour with all the country,where the kinge f kin- 
ges,and lorde of lordes., hathe. geuen/ you the {ouerainte ,to 

oblerue and kepe all that agreeth. with the vnity of Chriſtes 
catholike and. Apoſtolike church. Soit will. come to-paſle, that, 
after you haue had dominion and rule here ypon earth,the pri 
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the gates of heauen to'reſt with the holy angells, 


4 = 


and yowers 


and other dere fredes of God. The grace of God,of our Euer- 
laſting ny) < on preſerue you (moſt derely beloned ſon- 
nein Cheiſt Ve you longe proſperous raigne ta 


e jpones 

our q e and peace , When this epiſtle was reade in the 
preſence of kinge N atrane, with many otherlerhed men beli- 
des,being truly tranſlated into the kinges natiue tounge ; by 
them which did well ynderſtanide it ho much reioyſed at that 
exhortation as ſome make reporte: euen ſo much that nfing 
from the place where he and many of the nobility were fate, 
he fell downe yppon his knees,and gaue God thankes, that he 
had delerued to receine ſnch 4 benefit one of Rriglande, And 
treuly,ſaied he,I knewe before that this was the trewe celebra- 
tion and kepitige of Eaſtet:but nowe 1 do fo well knowe the 
cauſe and reaſon, why it ſhuld be ſo obſerued,that me thinketh 
I had no knowledg ofit at all before; wherfore I profeſſe and 
openly proteſt before you all;that ar here preſene; that from. 
henceforth Tand all my people,wil kepe the feaſt of Eaſter ar 
the tine which is here deſtribed.I thinke it | —— Gene 

iefts arid religious men m my realme ought to receaus this 
raw wy een om wetneſs be'very- 
reaſonable. And without any furder delaye by his prificely au-: 
thority he performed that which he ſpoks: For forthwith the 
accompte of xix.yeres , were ſent abrodeby a pwn edicts, 
to be copied oure,lerned,and obſerned through out al the pro- 


cal- ninces of the Piftes:the erroneous accompres of 84.yeres alto- 


er blotted onte, All prieſtes and religious ments had their 
cads ſhauen' rounde after the-trew ſhape aud' figurs of a 
crownie.And all the whole conntry being well reformed , was 
glad thar they wete reduced now to the diſcipline and ordre 
of ſainte Peter,(primate and head of the Apoltles ) atid com- 
mitted as though it were to his patronage and prote@ion, © 
How the monkes of Hij with other monaſteries vnder their iurif-. 
diction beganne at the preaching of Egbert to kepe Ealter ny 


- . —_— 
.- <a <a 7 


CHVRCH OP ENGLAND.”  Thefife book, og © 
nonicall 6rdonaunce of Chriſtes church. * 
The 24. Chapter. 


N Otlonge after the monkes of Scotland which inhabite 


theiſland Hy with al other monaſteries vnder their 11- 
riſdicion were brought by gods great prouidence to 
the canonicall obſeruation of Eaſter , and ryght manner of ec- 
cleſiaſticall tonſure , For the yere afrer Chriſtes incarnation, 
y16.when Coenrede toke the gouuernaunceand louerayntye off An +716, 
Northumberlande after O/rede was {layne,the derely beloued of 
God and honourably of me to be named, the Father and prieſt 
Ecgbert cominge vnto them owt of Irelande was honourably 
receiued and ioyfully intertayned of th2m. This Ecghert beinge 
diligently heard of the as one that had a ſingular good gracein 
Pore ge ndrngt Cara in lyfe a --a" deuotio, which 
taught openly 1n their congregation, dyd chaunge by godl 
oem (ALS and pane ary. hy. olde yh, x$.. fo 
refathers , Of whom we may vente that laying of the Apoſtle, 
Aemulationem det habebant ſed non pony ſcientiam . They had $910 
an earneſt delyre to folow God , but not accordinge to know- 
leadge . And he taught the by one appointed compaſle ( which 
ſhoulde be per I) to kepethe chete and princypall feaſt af- 
ter the Catholique churches inſtitution , and manner of the 
Apoſtles.The ny oe appeareth to be done to by thegreat good- 
neſſe and infinit mercy of God: that becaule the countre which 
had the knowleadge of God, and his holy wordedyd freely and 
gladly communicate the ſame to engliſhmen, ſhoulde them ſel- 
ues afterward come to a more werted trade of life , then they 
had before by the helpe and inſtrution of Engliſhmen alſo, 
now afſociatedand allied ynto them, As contrary wiſe the Bri- 
tons which woulde not ones open their mouthe to teache the 2 
Engliſhmen the knowleadge of Chriſt , which they had before _ 
_  receiued, arenowe hardned in blindneſle , and halte allwaies ! 
» Ffromtheright waicof truthe, neither viing the eccleſialticall * 
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tonſure after dew maner , neither celebrating the ſolemine feſte 


of Eaſter in the ſociete of the Catholike church . Whereas now 
all Engliſhmen are efrabliſhed in the faith, and perfealy inſtru- 


_ Qedinall pointes of Catholike religion , The monkes of the 


An. 71g. 


Tland Hy in Scotland receued ar the preaching of the lerned 
father Ergberr, the Catholike rites and cuſromes , vnder their 
Abbat Dunchad, about 80. yeares after chey ſent Biſhopp Aidan 
to preache the faith ro Engliſhmen. This man of God Eecgherg 
remained in that Iande x11, yeres,which he had now as though 
it were newly and firſt conſecrated vnto Chnit by reducing it 
to the Catholike vnire and {ociete . The fame good father in 
the yere of our Lorde. 728. ypon Eaſter daye,which then fell y- 
pon the xx11, of April, after he had that day ſaied Maſle in re- 
membraunce of our Lordes reſurrection, departed this worlde, 
and finiſhed thatday that ioyfull feſtiuite , with our Lorde and 
all the bleſſed company in heauen, which he had begonne with 
his brethern cuen that day by him reduced to the Catholique 
vnite. And truly the prouidence of God herein was wonder- 
full,that that Reuerent father ſhould paſſe out of this worlde to 
the Father,not only vp6 an Eaſter day,but alſo vpo that Eaſter 
day which was the firſt Faſter after the Catholike order cele- 
brated in that place. The brechern therefore reioyled, bothe for 
the certaineand Catholike obſcruation of Eaſter theglerned, 
and alſo to ſee their teacher and maſter that rime alſo to paſſe 
to God,to be there their patrone and interceſſour . The good 
father al{o reioyſed rhat he liued here ſo longe , vatell he mighe 
ſee prelently has tcholersto celebrat with him that Eaſter, ks 5 


\ cheeuer before they ſhunned and abhorred. So this moſtreue- 


rend Father being nowe certainly aſſured of cheir yndoubted 


amendment, reioyled to {ce that day of our Lorde : He ſawe it, 
I fate, and rc1oyled. 

What is the ſtare of Engliſhm&, or of all Brytinieat this preſent with a 
brietrecapitulation of the whole wort ,and with a note of the tyme. 
1 he.24. Chap. ; Th 


HE yeareof Chriſtes incarnation 725.which was the 


| vi,oft Ofric kinge of Northumberlandes raygne , Vie- 


bert Ecgbertes ſonne kinge of kent paſled oute of this 
eranſitonie lyfe the x11 . of Aprill leauing 1j.ſonnes , Edilbert, 
Eadbert,and Aldric,heires of his kingdome , whiche he hadd 
gouuerned. 34. . yeares and a halffe . After his death the next 
yeare folowing Tobias biſhoppe of Rocheſter died , a man 
certainly well lerned '( as I mentioned before) , for he was 
ſcholler to 1. Maſters of moſt bleſſed memory: Archebiſhop- 
Theodore,and Abbat Adrian. By which occaſion befide his 
Snrerch in diunitie,and all other ſciences, he {o'perfealy 
Jerned the greeke tounge , and the Latyn, that he had them as 
perfete and familiar , as his owne propre language . He is bu- 
ried in a litle chappel of lainte Paule whiche he buildedin S, 
Andrewes churche, for a toumbeand place of buriall after his 
deathe . After him Aldwulff lucceded in the biſhoppricke, 
and was conſecrated by Bertb'walde the Archebiſhoppe . The 
yeare of our Lorde 729.ap y.greate blalinge es ab- 
oute the ſonne makingeall that behelde them maruelouſly a- 
fraied . For one went before the ſonne cuery morninge, the 0- 
therap in the eueninge,ſtreyt after the ſonne was dow- 
ne,prelaging as1t were,to the eaſt and weaſt ſome greate def- 
truction. Orf you wilſaie,one appeared before daye,the other 
before night,that by bothe the lared rymes they myght ſigni- 
he inerls muſerics to hange ouer mens heads , They helde vp 
a fyer brande, towarde the Northe, ready as it were to {et all a 
fyer. They appeared n Ianuarye ,and continued almoſte jy, 
weekes. At what time the Saracenes waſted and ſpoiled Fraun- 
ce with much murder , and bloudſhed, Who not longe after 
were iuſtly puniſhed in the fame countree for their (poyling, 
Theſame yeare that the holy and good father Ecghberedicd as 
| we laied before on Eaiter, ſtreyrt after Eaſter king O/ric hauin» 
©. gethe Soucraintein Northumberlande departed out; of this 
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yte the 9.oft Maye after that he had appointed C - 
ther to kinge Coenreds his predeceſl; abs his ber He 
the kingedome,hauing raigned xy.yeares . The beginning and 
procefie of whoſe raigneis ſo full of traublesyhath had ſuch di- 
verle ſucceſle of thinges contrasy one to the other,that we can 
not yet well tell what may be written of them , nor wharende. 
euery thinge will hatie, The yeare of our Lorde 711 . Archebil- 
ſhoppe Berthwaldeworne oute with olde age died the 8.0f Ia- 
nuary 37.yeares ,6,moneths and xi1j. daies cHer he had ben biſ- 
ſhoppe.In his place the ſame yeare Tacwine of the prouince off 
the Marſhes, was made archebiſſhop a longe time after he had. 
bene prieſtein the monaſtery of Bruiden-: He was conſecrated 
1n Caunterbury by the reuerend fathers, Damel biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, Ingualde bilhoppe of London , Alduine bulhoppe of 
Lichfelde,and 4 yl biwpee of Rochelter,the x . of lune, 
beinge the ſoundaye a man certes notable for his godlyneſle 


and wiſedome , and well conuerfauntin wy ſcnptures. Whe- 


refore at this preſent Tacrwine and Ald are biſhoppes of 
kent, / all, of the caſt Saxons, Eadbert and Hadulac of the 
caſt engliſh. Daniel and Forthere of the Wealt Saxons , A ldrwinie 


»OfYor. of the Marſhes and V, p, alflode of them which dwell beyonde 


ke. 


gon ne Cymbert of * Lindiſfarne, The ifle of Wight is vnder the iuriſdi- 


alNorthf 


herland, 


the ryuer Seuerne towarde the Weaſt. YVilfrid of the * Vice. 


Hon of Daniel biſhop of Wincheſter . The prouince off the 
Sowthlaxons continuinge certaine yeares without a hg 
15 gounerned df the biſhoppe of the- Weſtſaxons in ſuche cales 
as the biſhoppes helpe is neceſlarye. Al theſe prouinces, and 0- 
thers of the ſouth eu to Humber with their kinges are in ſub- 
tection and owe homage to Edilbalde kinge- of the Marſhes. 
Bur of Northumberlande where Ceotwulff is kin there ar but 
115. biſhops, Wilfride of Yorke, Edilwalde of Lindiltarne, Accs 
of Hagulſialde, Perbchelme of Whitchurch which being made a 
biſhopps ſee of late, when the faithfull people beganne to mul- 
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eiplie, hath now this Pechthelmefor their firſt biſhop. The Pies 
allo at this rimearein leage with the Engliſhemen and in vny- 
te with the catholike church. The Scotres which inhabitt Bry- 
tannye content to keape their owne lymittes and bordres,wor- 
ke no treaſon towardes England . The Britons , albeat for the 


moſt parte,cuen of pryuie malice and e they malignethe 
The with Fig Bag manner the Fa 
a” 


Engliſhmen,and impugne 
me of Eaſter ordained by the catholique churche., yet 
allmightye power off God, and man 'refiſtinge theur ma- 
wy , they can haue their purpoſe in neither off thery, For 
ughe theyare in ſomeparte free , yet for the more parte 
they are inſubicttion toengliſhmen . And now all warreand 
tumule ceaſing, all thinges being brought to an vmuty and con+ 
corde , many in Northumberlande as well noble men, as. 
layinge away al armour and practiſe of chiualry become 
th they and their children religious men, Which what ſuc- 
ceſle it is leeke.tohaue , althe poſterity ſhal ſee . Thus for this 
preſent ſtandeth the whole ſtate of Britanny. The yere ſence 
the "Engliſh men.came into Britanny 285. and 733-ſence the. 
incarnation. of Chriſte : In whole raigne let theearth alwaies. 
reioyle. And ſeing Britanny taketh ioye and comfort now in. 
his faith, let many ilandes be glad,and fing praileto the remem- 
hraunce of his holy name. Preps | 


THVS ENDETH THE FIFTE 
AND LAST BOOKE OF THE 
Hiſtorie of the Church 


of England. - 


toaksafied 
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dew maner , neither celebrating the ſolemne feſte 
of Eaſter in the ſociete of the Catholike church . Whereas now 
all Engliſhmen are eſtabliſhed in the faith, and perfely inſtru- 


_ Qedinall pointes of Catholike religion . The monkes of the 


ITland Hy in Scotland recetued at the preaching of the lerned 
father Ergb:rt, the Catholike rites and cuſromes , vnder their 
Abbat Dumchad, about 80. yeares after chey ſent Biſhopp Aidan 
to preache the faith ro Engliſhmen. This man of God Eecgherg 
remained in that Ilande x11. yeres,which he had now as though 
it were newly and firſt conſecrated vnto Chnlt by reducing it 
to the Catholike ynite and ſociete . The fame good father in 
the yere of our Lorde. 728. vpon Eaſter daye;which then fell y- 
pon the xx111, of Aprill, after he had that day ſaied Maſle in re- 
membraunce of our Lordes reſurrection, departed this worlde, 
and finiſhed thatday that ioyfull feſtiute , with our Lorde and 
all che bleſſed company 1n heauen, which he had begonne with 
his brethern cuen that day by him reduced to the Catholique 
vnite. And truly the prouidence of God herein was wonder- 
full,that that Reuerent father ſhould paſſe out of this worlde to 
the Father,not only vp0 an Eaſter day,but alſo vpo that Eaſter 
day which was the firſt Eaſter after the Catholike order cele- 
brated in that place. The brechern therefore reioyled, borhe for 
the certaineand Catholike obſeruation of Eaſter thenlerned, 
and alſo to ſee their teacher and maſter that rime allo to paſſe 
to God,to be there their patrone and interceſiour . The good 
father al{o reioyſed rhat he liued here ſo longe , vatell he = 
ſee prelently hus {cholersto celebrat with him that Eaſter, whi- 


' cheeuer before they ſhunned and abhorred. So this moſt reue- 


rend Father being nowe certainly aſſured of cher yndoubred 


amendment, rezoyſed to {ce that day of our Lorde : He ſaws it, 
I fate, and re1oyled. 

What is the ſtare of Engliſhme, or of all Brytanie at this preſent with a 
brietrecapitulation of the whole wort.,and with a note ofthe tyme. 
The.24. Chap. yy 
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a HE yeareof Chriſtes incarnation 725,which was the 


viz,off Ofric kinge of Northumberlandes raygne, Yie-14%725+ 


bert Ecgbertes ſonne kinge of kent paſled oute of this 
tranſitone lyfe the xx1j . of Apnill leauing uy.ſonnes , Edilbere, 
Eadbert,and Aldric,heires of his kingdome , whiche he hadd 
gouuerned. 34 . yeares and a halfte . After his death the nexe 
yeare folowing Tohias biſhoppe of Rocheſter died , a man 
certainly well lerned '( as I mentioned before) , for he was 
{choller to 5. Maſters of moſt bleſſed memory: Archebiſhop- 
Theodore,and Abbat Adrian. By which occaſion beſide his 
\oevrek in diuinitie,and all other ſciences, he ſo perfealy 
lerned the greeke tounge , and the Latyn, that he had them as 
perfete and familiar , as his owne propre language. He is bu- 
ried in a litle chappel of ſfainte Paule whiche he buildedin S. 
Andrewes churche, for a toumbeand place of bunall after his 
deathe . After him Aldwulff lucceded in the biſhoppricke, 
and was conſecrated by Berthwalde the Archebiſhoppe . The 
yeare of our Lorde pippiend y.greate blaſinge ſtarres ab- 
oute the ſonne makingeall that behelde them marueloully a- 
fraied . For one went before the ſonne cuery morninge, the 0- 
therap in thecueninge,ſtreyr after the ſonne was dow- 
ne,preſaging as 1t were,to the eaſt and weaſt ſome greate del- 
truction. Or,f you wil{aie,one appeared before daye,the other 
before night, that by bothe the lated xymes they myght figni- 
fie diuerle milerics to hange ouer mens heads . They helde vp 
a fyer brande, towarde the Northe , ready as it were to {et all a 
fyer. They appeared in Ianuarye ,and continued almoſte1y, 
weekes.At what time the Saracenes waſted and {poiled Fraun- 
ce with much murder, and bloudſhed , Who not longe after 
were iuſtly puniſhed in the fame countree fgr their ſpoyling, 
Theſame yeare that the holy and good father Ecgher: died as 
we faied before on Eaiter, ſtreyt after Eaſter king O/ric hauin- 
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». gethe Souerainte in Northimberlande departed out; of this 
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 lyfe the 9.off Maye after that he had appointed Colvalfies> 


ther to kinge Coenreds his predeceſſour, to be his {ucceſ{ourin 
the kingedome, hauing raigned x3.yeares . The beginning and 
procefle of whoſe raigneis ſo full of traubles,hath had ſuch di- 
verſe ſucceſle of thinges contrasy oneto the other,thar we can 
not yet well tell what may be written of them , nor wharende . 
euery thinge will haue. The yeare of our Lorde 73: . Archebiſ- 
ſhoppe Berthwaldeworne oute with olde age died the 8.0f Ia- 
nuary 37.yeares ,6.moneths and xiij. daies after he had ben bi{- 
ſhoppe.In his place the fame yeare Tacwine of the prouince off 
the Marſhes, was made archebiſſhop a longe time after he had. 
bene prieſtein the monaſtery of Bruiden.: He was conſecrated 
1n Caunterbury by the reuerend fathers, Daniel biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, Ingualde bilhoppe of London , Alduine buhoppe of 
Lichfelde,and 4 Uwlf Liars of Rochelſter,the x . of lune, 
beinge the ſoundaye a man certes notable for his godlyneſle 


and wiſedome , and well conuerfauntin = ſcriptures, Whe- 


refore at this preſent Tarwine and Aldwulff are biſhoppes of 
kent, Tngualde of the caſt Saxons, Eadbert and Hadulac of the 
caſt engliſh.D aniel and Forthere of the Wealt Saxons , A ldwiie 


the ryuer Seuerne towarde the Weaſt. YVilfrid of the * Vice. 


Sowthſaxons continuinge certaine yeares without a no 
15 gounerned of the biſhoppe of the- Weſtſaxons in ſuche caſes 
as the biſhoppes helpe is neceſlarye. Al theſe prouinces , and 0- 

thers of the ſouth eu& to Humber with their kinges are in ſub- 
tection and owe homage to Edilbalde kinge- of the Marſhes. 
Bur of Northumberlande where Ceolwwlff is kin there ar but 
11j.biſhops, Wilfride of Yorke,Edilwalde of Lindiltarne, Acc 
of Hagulſtalde,Perhchelme of Whitchurch which being made a 
biſhopps ſee of late, when the faithfull people beganne to _ 
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| tiplie, hath now this Pechthelmefor their firſt biſhop. The Pictes 
allo at this timeare in leage with the Engliſhemen and in vni- 
te with the catholike church. The Scotres which inhabit Bry- 
keape their owne lymuttes and bordres,wor- 


me of Eaſter ordained by the catholique churche., yet 
allmightye power off God , and man refiltinge their ma- 
PREM can haue their purpole in. neither off they. For 

ughe ther ſomeparte free , yet for the more parte 
they are inſubietion toengliſhmen . And now all warre and. 
tumule ceafing,all thinges being brought to an vnity and con+ 
corde , many in Northumberlande as well noble men, as 
Jayinge away al armour and practiſe of chiualry become 
th they and their children religious men. Which what ſuc- 
ceſle it is leeke.tohaue, althe poſterity ſhal ſee . Thus for this 
preſent ſtandeth the whole ſtate of Britanny. The yere ſence 
the”Engliſh men.came into Britanny 285. and 733-ſence the. 
Incarnation. of Chriſte : In whole raigne let the earth alwaies- 
reioyſe. And ſeing Britanny taketh ioye and comfort now in. 
his faith, let many ilandes be glad,and fing praiſeto the remem- 
hraunce of his holy name. - Tay 


THVS ENDETH THE FIFTE. 
AND LAST BOOKE OF THE 
Hiſtorie of the Church 


of England.. - 
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Sa, "PHY HISTORY OF THEY : 
_, Thewo Venerable Bede folowing after the abridgement 
of this whole hiſtory , in thez, Tome of = workes, which cx haue 


thought good to place here at the ende of the Hiſtory it ſclfe, 

; HIS much touching the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of the 
} Britons,and eſpecially of the engliſh nation, as I could 
"»— lerne by the writinges of my aunceters, by the tradition 
of my elders , or by my owne knowleadg; Thaue by the helpe 
of God, brought ynto this order and iſſue, I Bede the {eruaunt 
of God,and prieſt of the monaſteric of the bleſſed Apoſtles 
Peterand Paul at Weimouth. Which being borne in the ter- 
ritorie of the ſame monaſtery,when I was ſeuen yeares of age, 
I was delinered by the handes of my frentles and kinſfolkes to 
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